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Chapter 1

Excavation

In the summer of 1960 foundations for a new
bungalow were being dug in Mount Pleasant Road,
Alton, Hants, when skeletons accompanied by grave
goods were found. Mr C N Gowing, then curator of
Alton museum, excavated five more graves adjoining
this area, one partly under the house in the front
garden and four in the back garden. The objects
recovered included weapons, a bucket and a pot,
indicating an Anglo-Saxon cemetery of the fifth or
sixth century, and a rescue excavation was begun
under the auspices of the Inspectorate of Ancient
Monuments. The site available was the back garden
of the bungalow “Cortina’ then occupied by the late
Mr H L Pink junior who kindly gave permission for
this invasion. It was necessary to excavate by hand as
the garden contained a greenhouse, a concrete path,
various piles of topsoil and hardcore, and a two foot
thick layer of imported topsoil on top of the six inches
of topsoil which originally covered the rock chalk.
This chalk, unfortunately, was much fissured and
mixed with clay so that the grave fills did not show in
very clear contrast. Mr W G R Latchem, from the staff
at Dover Castle, a few local workers and occasionally
one of two students from Birkbeck College, University
of London, assisted in the excavation,

The site is on the crest of a sharply rising slope on
the east side of the valley containing the spring
which is the source of the River Wey (SU 71838%;
Fig 1). The plot for the bungalow ‘Cortina’ is limited
on the cast by a north-south hedge, shown on
Ordnance Survey maps dated between 1858 and
1873, which had given slight protection to a strip of
topsoil, most of which otherwise had been turned
over by the plough to chalk level. It soon became
evident that the cemetery extended east of this hedge
and, as this plot belonged 1o Mr H L Pink senior
who kindly gave permission, it was possible 1o
investigate this garden also. The excavation ex-
tended from the 28th August 1960 to the 19th
October 1960 when all the areas available had been
investigated.

Fig 2 shows the areas in the gardens of the two
houses which it was not possible to excavate., The
buildings were surrounded by concrete paths, a spur
of which crossed the position of grave 1. Grave 5 had
been found at the northern edge of ‘Cortina’ when
the foundations were dug. A greenhouse was built in
the middle of one side of the garden over the spot
where grave 2 was discovered. A stretch of concrete
path had been laid down the middle of the garden,

leading to an area at the bottom which could not be
investigated because of crops and compost heaps.
For similar reasons it was necessary to leave an area
in the middle and bottom of the “Scylla’ garden.

There was no evidence of disturbance of the Saxon
graves or of any subsequent human activities apart
from two shallow foundation ditches for a modern
pig sty in the *Scylla’ garden. A low brick retaining
wall was based on a shallow foundation, so that it ran
over, without disturbing, grave 15. Roman debris in
the topsoil is represented by a Roman coin, the brass
neck of a flask and a lead weight (U 12, 13 and 14).
Later finds are a silver coin of 1565 and a bronze
counter.

The cemetery continued to the edge of the plot
adjoining o the west, but permission to excavate in
that garden was not forthcoming, and as some graves
were detected partly in that area it was necessary to
stop short of full excavation.

It seemed likely that the cemetery could extend to
the plot further west. Permission to excavate was
given by the owner, Mr R E C Barnes, who also
owned the plot to the south of the ‘Cortina’ garden,
and accordingly excavation was resumed on the 24th
May 1961 until the 7th July 1961. The uneven limit
to excavations on the west side is due to the with-
drawal of labour which happened without warning
and, in the northern part, to the necessity to preserve
a front lawn. In the following October Mr Humphreys,
who owned a plot west of Mr Barnes’ house, found
skeletons and grave goods under his garage (grave 49).
In more recent years the skull of a skeleton was
discovered as far west as the railway bridge.

Only parts of this cemetery have therefore been
investigated. It is probable that limits have been
found to the east and south, but extension across the
middle of the area and in a north-westerly direction
is certain.

As measurements in 1960 were taken in feet and
inches, these units are used in respect of grave
measurements in the catalogue followed by metric
equivalents. Measurements of objects are given in
metric units only.

In inhumation burials grave goods were usually
lying on the floor of the grave, or perhaps on any
remaining bones. Any occurrence above grave floor
level is noted in the catalogue.

The finds are in the possession of the Hampshire
County Museums Service and are housed at Chil-
comb House, Winchester SO23 8RD.
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1986 DISCOVERIES 3

A note on 1986 discoveries by David Allen

In February 1986, work commenced on an extensive
housing development immediately to the west of
Mount Pleasant. The developers, Bryant Properties
Lid, kindly granted permission for examination of
their soil test pits, and this was carried out by Mike
Hughes, David Allen and Richard Hewirt.

A single extended inhumation, oriented west-east,
of a juvenile male, accompanied by an iron knife and
buckle, was revealed, recorded, and lifted. The
burial was located in a shallow grave cut, and had
suffered considerable plough damage.

The grave was situated some 3.0m west of the
Mount Pleasant garden boundaries, just to the right
of the label ‘Head' on Fig 2. In June 1986 an area
¢ 20m x 12m centred on the burial, was examined
by David Graham and members of the Alwon
Archaeological and Historical Society. No other fea-
tures of Saxon date were recorded, and the grave is
presumably an outlier to the cemetery, being some
9m distant from the nearest known burial.

The skeleton and grave goods are housed with the
Hampshire County Museum Service, Accession No
Al986.6.
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Chapter 2

Grave Goods: Discussion of Types

Weapons

Swords

The sword in grave 1 (Fig 22 1.1) is of normal length
and width for an Anglo-Saxon sword (87.2 % 4.5cm)
and has no fittings save the remains of a small iron
pommel with a curved top. The accompanying
shield boss has knob-headed rivets and strap grip,
and one of the spears is as long as about 40.5cm with
a parallel-sided blade, so that the date of the grave
should be in the first half of the seventh century.
Grave 16, like grave 1, was orientated south-north,
and its shield boss is conical with knob-headed rivets
and strap grip, and the accompanying ornate buckle
ensures an earlier date in the seventh century. As
befits the richest grave, the sword (Fig 27 16.1a) is
the longest in the cemetery (92 % Sem), and it has
bronze grip sleeves which should be of similar date.
It may be compared with the sword in grave 98 at
Dover, Kent (Evison 1987, 317, Fig 46 98/1b),
which has comparable guards in silver and belongs
to phase 3, AD 575-625. The bronze pommel,
however, has incurved sides and a hole at the top for
the tang, a type known from carly contexts, such as
Chessell Down, Isle of Wight, and Collingbourne
Ducis, Wiltshire (Evison 1967, Fig 10c; Evison
1987, 23).

The sword in grave 2 was accompanied by two
beads, the position of one bead was about 23cm from
the end of the tang, burt the position of the other is
unknown. This grave was in a southwest-northeast
direction, and the associated shield boss with disc-
headed rivets, the sword beads and the bone and iron
buckle plate denote a date in the late fifth or sixth
century. Sword beads have been discussed elsewhere
(Evison 1967; Evison 1976; Evison 1987, 23; Mcn-
ghin 1983, 142-4).

The sword in grave 42 also had a sword bead, this
time an amber, wedge-shaped bead. A list of amber
sword beads is given in Menghin (1983, 356, type
Ib), and of glass sword beads (355-6, type 1a).
Sword 42.1a also had a bronze plate and U-sectioned
edging 1o the tip of the scabbard, and further bronze
edging towards the top of the scabbard to accommo-
date the suspension strap (Fig 35 42.1a). Similar
fittings are common on fifth and sixth-century
swords, eg Faversham, Kent, and Selmeston, East
Sussex, grave 1 (Evison 1967, Fig 3j; Evison 1976,

Fig 3a). This comparatively early dating is confirmed
by the boss with disc-headed rivets in Alton grave
42. The sword was lying with the bronze plates
underneath, and as the heads of the three rivets in
two sets fixing the top of the binding were on the
upper side, the show side of the sword must have
been the upper one without the plates. This would
seem to indicate either that similar metal plates on
the front had been lost, or that there was other
decoration on the leather of the scabbard.

Side mounts of the type on 42.1a are listed and
plotted on a distribution map by Menghin, which
shows that they occurred in the Rhineland, northern
France and England, with a few in Italy and Scandi-
navia. The scabbard end mount he regards as a type
2c, and this has a distribution almost exclusively in
northern France (Menghin 1983, 350, Karte 17). He
considers that it belongs to his period C, AD 530-70,
and that the side mounts lasted from the early sixth
to the seventh century (Menghin 1983, 139, Abb
79,

It has not been possible to acquire radiographs of
swords 1.1 and 2.1a in the possession of Alton
museum. The other two, however, show pattern-
welding, and 16.1 has a double layer of four rows of
pattern-welding, alternately straight and diagonal
lines. Sword 42.1a has three rows of straight and
diagonal lines, probably in a double layer. The
observation, therefore, that pattern-welding manu-
facture in four zones or more did not begin before
the middle of the sixth century holds good at Alton
as it did at Dover (Koch 1971, 98; Evison 1987, 25).
The pommel type 16.1b occurred frequently on the
Continent and also in Scandinavia (Menghin 1983,
319-20, Karte 4). Menghin’s estimate of the begin-
ning of the type in period B, AD 480-530, seems too
late in view of the other forms of rivetless, tang-held
pommels which are amongst the earliest tvpes (Men-
ghin 1983, 137, Abb 77, eg Nydam 308. 19 and 20,
Kragehul 318.120); but it also occurs in seventh-
century contexts (Offanengo, grave 3, Italy, Men-
ghin 1983, 281).

The sword in grave 2 is also fairly long, 90.8cm,
and has decoration of a gilt-bronze fluted band at the
scabbard mouth (Fig 22 2.1a). Menghin’s distribu-




\LTON CHAPTER 1

4]

bhard mount, combined

voe o &5 :
tion map of this [¥pe are ornamented

with others of ridged paticrn which e ik
rth niello, shows a concentranon in ENg Wi
oy s . Continent and in Scandinavia
only a few on the Conti M K Kibon
enghin R, i 46, 560100, They date
Mitcham; Evison 1987, Fig 46, 96k 1 0b]. ey di
from AD 480-570. I i

Li_uir.nnn.- 4 contained two knives, one of which (Fig
34 4.4) is 27.1cm long, and as this was a late gravc
:;r}-'-r:mn: 1o the time when the seax was 1m;:m.r:u;::
[0 Come into use, it seems likely that 4.4 xl‘:nu[!. .
regarded as a weapon A larger example of this & m;],':_
with angled back (sce Type 2 knives hL;I:ms.. =
occurred at Dover grave 65 (Evison 1987, Fig 36
6G5/4)

apears
There is a great variety of spears, hardly any two ol
them belonging to the same type. Some of the
spearheads from Alton - 1.2, 1 3, 2.2, 3_.‘1 4_-5- 16.5
and 16.6 — were included by Swanton in his study
1974, 29). Taking them in the order of '-h-}'.mmn'~
types (1973, 1974), there is one C2 (U 1, Fig 38), &
leaf-shaped type in use throughout the carly Saxon
period. An especially small spear, 4.2 (Fig 24), has
»n oval blade with slight indications of a mid-rib, but
otherwise the proportion of blade to socket puts it in
Swanton’s D1 type. Spearhead 40.1 (Fig 34), a long,
narrow angular tvpe, is E3 which belongs to the sixth
and seventh century. The 1.2 spearhead (Fig 22) has
a narrow blade longer in proportion to the socket,
and 15 classified as E4 by Swanton, a type of the late
sixth-seventh century. Item 16.6 (Fig 28) is classed
by Swanton as type F1, an angular type, and 4.1 (Fig
24) as type F2. Spearhead 1.3 (Fig 22) is classified as
Gl by Swanton,

A number are variants of the H type which has an
a-curve above the widest part of the blade: HI - 6.1
36.1 and 44.1 (Figs 24, 33 and 36): H2 - 2.3and 42.8
(Figs 23 and 35); H3 - 45.1 (Fig 36). These belong to
the fifth and sixth centuries. Spearhead 49.1 |;]g 17
lf:- type 11, broad near the base of the blade with a
e the f e of cchfceand  S-ure
century and centred LI:IILHH 'tu ~“l ey L
of the | type are visible n: _,11';\ S M“”"‘.’" sections
1 /.1 and 34.] (Figs 25 and

<), and also on the type K1 spearhead with a maore
curved outline, 2.2 (Fig 23

fifth-century contexts. The s which often occurs in
: y¢ 5. Lhere are five spears at Alton
which fall into the general category of spears with
corrugated blades, thar is, stepped or grooved. The
larger spear in grave 16 Fig 28 16.5) is Hil.’htl:
stepped, but this has been classified as E2 by '~'.L- '
:1'::11” I!rx blade l; practically diamy rmi-ni.u}:;d an: :II':;
L Example seems to be a spear fron Ll:' '
ﬁr'll_“.m:*-whhlru: included by Hur:._muukm'l s
[. .! IJJ.-:-T :;I :hcxf ﬁ[‘!q.::lr\ are unusual, hnwl.-r:-irt.‘.:‘.l?
;iﬂhl-]‘r“_“,i‘ Figs 23, 25 and 28), for it 1% lh;:
uuwdm:a |:~“1'-\L1I.:.:Ir I[ht' blade which is depressed, and
on i1 s ; | 7

which 15 depressed .Hu-an:nll:d:;:*;];r II.EII:.IH:;IT[I \ltjt'

3, s Dote 1),

GRAVE (A5

with one exception, a spearhead from he ¢

London (London Museum inv no 29 94/13.
['here secems to be no correlation }-.._1.“.‘__;; the

of deposition and the length of the 1,[1‘,;”,“,2‘1':' e

the longest, 45.1 (Fig 36), occurred in an ealy gro,
= Bl &g
while the next longest, 1.2 (Fig 22 .m-.'.Jn:JH'

later grave. Two of the H2 type spears wey

e litowd
with a conical ferrule, 42.5b and 2.3h e

]';w. g 3

13). In grave 2 there were two spearheads b I'r'
ferrule was in line with 2.3a, giving a total engrs, .

Y 3

the spear of 7ft 6in (2.29m). In grave 42 the lengi}
the spear was 5t 10in (1.78m i
A single spear occurred in nine graves ang e
spears in four graves. In three of the graves wik
pair, the larger spear was broad-bladed (i Hril'u';_'-:":
4 and 16), but long and sword-like in -

Erave |

each of these graves the second spear was smylj.

b1
very much smaller in grave 4, but only 6cm syl

in grave 16, It seems likely that the smaller Spear

were for throwing and the broader, larger blades i

use¢ in the hand. The four graves with twa spean
each were close together, and three of them
onentated south-north.

el

Table 1. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: ipearhosd
lengths and tvpes.
Catalogue Length Swanton
Number in ¢m Type
1.2 4.6+, 5.94 E4
1.3 22 Gl
2.2 39.5 Kl
2.3a 24.1 H2
2.3b ferrule .
4.1 32.1 F2
4.2 14.3 DI
6.1 20.2 HI
7.1 23.9 |
16.5 26.4 L
16.6 20.4 Fl
4.1 225 ]
36.1 18.7 HI
40.1 33.5 E3
42.5a 248 H2
42.5b ferrule
44.1 17.5 HIl
45.1 41,8 Hi
49.] 20.5 1
U1 21.54 G2

Decorative grooves are visible on the sockets o
spears 4.2 and 16.5 (Figs 24 and 28), and regm
denser, horizontal zones visible on the radiograpa ®
the socket of 16.6 (Fig 28) suggest F'H\}-h]hl;- \I;'-..;.I
ton here also. On the right-hand side of the g b .
part of the blade of spearhead 6.1 there 18 8 CHHE
hollow. As this is the position often oCCupes - e
inlaid ring of another metal on spears of Ehl..
Evison 1955, P‘jdh‘ Il b, it 18 I-.n1h,ﬁ"‘iv.‘ that © ". .
the scar of an inlav pow lost. Inlaid .|_.h:1.|'-r.|.[1:.~llj ..
particularly vulnerable to loss, for rust forms 555
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SPEARS, SHIELDS 7

neath the other metal of the ornament and ejects it.
This must often have happened in the grave, and it
can also happen after excavation (Hassler 1981, 73).
Similar circular traces in these positions are visible
on spears 7.1 and 34.1 and on their X-rays.

As to the positions in which the spears were

deposited, one spearhead was placed on the face of

the man in grave 7, one at the left shoulder in grave
44, to the left of the skull in graves 1 and 16, and to
the right of the skull in graves 2, 4, 6, 34, 36, 40, 42
and 45. In grave 16, the inward-curving wall of the
grave was cut back to allow the two spearheads to
rest flat on the floor of the grave, otherwise the
spearheads were about 3 or 4in (8 or 10cm) above the
floor, with the tip slanting upwards. In grave 34, the
spear was on a level with the top of the skull, and in
grave 2 the large spear was about 3—din (8-10cm)
above the floor, but the smaller spear was at a level
higher than the bucket, ¢ 5-6in (¢ 13-15cm].

The traces of wooden shafts in the sockets can be
identified in some cases: hazel in 34.1, 44.1, 45.1;
ashin Ul, 7.1, 49.1; ash from mature timber in 40.1;
and willow or poplar in 36.1 (identified by Jacqui
Watson).

Table 2

Disc-headed rivets
Knob-headed rivets
Diameter less than 15cm
Height over 8cm
Extended grip

Strap grip

Button top

Spike top

Iron or bronze discs

Ixﬁ.i

=S

Table 3.

Grave

Sword

Spearhead

Shields

Twao of the shield bosses, 2.5a and 42.3a (Figs 23 and
35), are of the type with a wide fange and six
disc-headed rivets, a slightly convex dome with
carination, and a button top. Their dimensions are
similar, diameter ¢l6cm and 15cm, with heights
8.5cm and 8cm. Both were accompanied by a strap
grip with straight edges, and in addition there were
one iron and three bronze disc-headed rivets on the
shield, 42.3c-f.

Three others also have slightly convex domes, but
without pronounced carination, and finish in a spike
at the top: 1.4a, 4.3a and 16.7a (Figs 22, 24 and 27).
The five rivets in their narrower flanges have small,
knob heads, and the strap grips widen at the ends. In
graves 1 and 16 there were also disc-headed rivets on
the shield, two bronze-covered iron in 1 and three
iron in 16. As to dimensions, the bosses 1.4a and
4.3a are narrower at 12.8cm and 12.9cm respective-
ly, and the heights are lower, ¢ 7cm and 7em. The
boss 16.7a has a diameter of 13.4cm, and with a
height of 11.2cm, belongs to the series of tall straight
cones which occurred in the seventh century (Evison
1963, 424, Figs 19c—j, 20).

Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: shield characteristics, by grave.
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Jewellery

Square-headed brooch

The square-headed brooch, C31.2 (Fig 42 e e

and is known only from the mea

Lot ured sketch g
description made in the held on the dav o

|tjl\Lm|_|;
It had been burnt and deformed b

I whethes
r. The head was decor

with a chip-carved leg and claw with two curyed
thigh lines and other ornament, probably |
rudimentary body. The bow had longituding
moulding and the foot a lozenge-shaped design |

at the ume of CXCavauon it was nol eviden

it was of bronze or stlv

belongs to the series of small Kentish square-h
brooches of the first half of the sixth century

1936, plate XV), but some of this type were fi
the cemeteries at Mucking. A pair of similar s

eaded
1

design, but with a rectangular terminal, occurred i
grave 99 in cemetery 1. A pair with two claws instead

of one in the head panel and again with rectangulsr
termunal was found in grave 843 in cemetery 2, and

one with a scroll in the place of the claw occurred i
k

grave 514 in cemetery 2. A square-headed broo
with a crude single leg design on the head bu
rectangular terminal occurred in the nearer ce
of Luildown, Surrey (Fig 10.36), in grave 113 wil

an amber bead (Lowther 1931, plate XV §

Small long brooches
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Nl RESE

I'he woman in grave 43 was weanng two
Figs 35 43.1-2, 47) and amber beads

2 th 3
(o0f, Oonc Wil 3

!"'I-.ln\hl'\.

Both brooches had a spatulate
square head and the other a cruciform head called 2
CTOss potent” by Leeds (1945, Figs 8 and 91 A
similar combination of brooches occurred I
humation 2 at Spong Hill ( Norfolk) where they were
assoclated with an annular brooch, glass beads and d
pair of florid cruciform brooches which belong to the
sixth century. On the other hand, the same type ®
square-headed small long brooch _ippc_n‘ﬁl \n I:IJ"‘"
14 and 19 xt Collingbourne Ducis (Gingell 13 o
Fig 16.5-6: Fig 18.4-5), amongs! graves t"-'J‘“”‘:i"%:
to the fifth century, and they are likely to have 2
heirlooms at Spong Hill. The distribution of both
types was shown by Leeds to be concentrated mos 4
in the l;!lni!rhluc region Lecds 1945, I;]LI'\H'JEI-..
19).
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BRROOCHES 9

Saucer brooches

The five-spiral saucer brooches in Cremation 1 (Fig
319) belong to a well-known early type which was
already in use in the area between the mouths of the
Elbe and Weser before the migration. An extension
running from each spiral to the border is a trait to be
found on continental brooches such as that associ-
ated with an equal-arm brooch in grave 3 at Nesse
{Bohme 1974, Taf 31.2). This is a composite cast
brooch, as is the Caistor-by-Norwich (Norfolk)
brooch (Myres and Green 1973, plate X1Xc), which
also bears spurred spirals. Amongst other examples
of the five-spiral saucer brooch in England is one
from grave 46 at Alfriston, East Sussex (Welch 1983
ii, Fig 22a). One was found in grave 48 at Dover
(Evison 1987, 48, Fig 27, 48.2, Fig 112), where it
was paired with a button brooch in a well-furnished
grave of the first phase of the cemetery, AD 475
525. The Alton brooches are similar to the Dover
brooch in that a small ‘spur’ runs from the spirals to
the borders and the only other decoration apart from
the spirals is a faint beading on the border. Other-
wise they are larger, diameter cdcm, as opposed o
2.8cm, and the rim is at a wider angle.

The dating attributed to these five-spiral brooches
by Dr Welch appears to be later than the evidence
warrants. One found in an Anglo-Saxon grave does
occur in association with undeniably early sixth-
century objects: Highdown (West Sussex) grave 2
contained three small square-headed brooches along
with the beads, buckle and kmife (Welch 1983 1.
Figs 87 and 88). But all other distinctive contexts
mentioned by him belong to the fifth century (Ewvi-
son 1987, 48). Dr T Dickinson informs me that her
studies of these saucer brooches lead her 1o believe
that they started in the fifth century. A few can be
dated by their associated grave goods in the second
half of the fifth century, but far more were deposited
in the earlier sixth century. The associated objects at
Alton of glass bead, iron ring and the pot decorated
with bosses, triangles and dots indicate the fifth
century.

The saucer brooches with seven-spiral design,
12.1 and 2 (Fig 26}, also have spurs to the spirals,
and these are decorated with tooling to imitate
beading on the part which extends outside the
neighbouring spiral. Further beading decorates the
outer border and the ring round the central knob.
This pattern occurs on three brooches on the Conti-
nent but, as they are unassociated, the view could be
taken that they were exports from England rather
than prototypes (Welch 1983 i, 47), although this
cannot by any means be regarded as certain. The
associations of this type of brooch in graves 34 and
102 at Abingdon, Oxfordshire (Leeds and Harden
1936, 37, 50, plates X, XVI), and grave 639 at
Mucking, could belong to the fifth or early sixth
century. The larger size of the brooch might also be
regarded as supporting the possibility that the seven-
scroll design was a later development than the
five-scroll. Dr T Dickinson comments that the
seven-spiral design constitutes a large distinctive

group otherwise found only in the Avon and upper
Thames valleys, with a possible date range of the
muddle quarters of the sixth century. The amber and
glass beads, pin and knife accompanying the Alton
brooches would be equally at home in the fifth or
sixth century.

The pair of brooches from grave 23 (Fig 29
23.1-2) are decorated by seven leg-and-claw motifs,
surrounded by a ring-stamped border. The leg motifl
was noticed by Leeds on saucer brooches (1912, 172,
Fig 11), and has been discussed subsequently by
others (Bidder and Morris 1959, 90-1; Welch 1983 1,
50-1). Dr Dickinson comments that this belongs toa
large group, within which there are distinct variants
in terms of design. The most striking are those with
a zigrag border, found predominantly in the upper
Thames valley, with others south of the Thames at
Pewsey (Wiltshire), Harwell {Oxfordshire), Selmes-
ton and Northfleet (Kent). Two variants without the
zigzag are non-upper Thames groups: with single-
stroke legs and hip bars from Haslingfield (Cam-
bridgeshire) and Ewell (Surrey); and with multple
toes on the legs and a broad, variously stamped
flange from Alton, Harwell and Andover, Portway
East (Hampshire) grave 35. In her thesis she dated
them to the middle or second half of the sixth
century, but feels there may now be reasons to raise
these dates. The associated objects of amber and
glass beads, pin, knife, buckle and keys at Alton are
not very useful in establishing a precise date, bur the
strap end (23.8) is of a type already in use in the fifth
century, continuing into the sixth.

The two saucer brooches in grave 47 (Fig 37
47.1-2) show two Style I animals, both proceeding in
the same direction. The haunch and curling hind
claw are clearly visible, the smaller fore-leg being on
the upper part of the body (Fig 3). A pair of
brooches with the same design, although rather more
expertly executed, was found in the cemetery at

T

A

B Head and neck
7 Foreleg

1 Hindleg

[0 Body

Alton Anglo-Saxon  cemetery:
ormmament on brooches 47.1 and
Scale ¢ 2:1.

Fig 3. animal

47.2.
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Portway, Andover (information from MI_SS- ,j"nlmu-;
Cook). Another pair of brooches w:_th. a pair {:lE
related animals but with a cc_n[r::] clrLuHr |;_J|I_|m:J
containing three legs was found .3[ ‘m.x nlr.i
(Aldsworth 1978, Fig 52d). These three example:

suggest a Hampshire producer, 1“'1# ]-"rl:Lh«'.i:hl]; :t:m;;
temporary are other cast Saucet rooc Ehf-‘-ll'tf 2
procession of three similar animals from Fairior
(Leeds 1912, plate XXVI, 4) and Dddmgluﬂ,
Gloucestershire (Gentleman's Magazine 57, 1787,
292, plate I1, Fig 9). Predecessors are to be found in
the saucer brooch from Aston Remenham (Berk-
shire) where there are four animals in an early Style
I, two of them with human heads (Evison 1978b,
265-6, Fig 1, plate LVId). Even earlier are the
fifth-century applied brooches with a procession ol
three sea-lions as at Sigy, north France '111"'""“'}_ 1965,
plate 17c; Evison 1978a, plate XLlla, c, d, Fig 2g).
The Alton pair probably belong to the first half of
the sixth century.

The dating of these saucer brooches has not yet
been generally established, and we await the publica-
tion of the results of Dr Dickinson’s study, which
enables her to allocate dates in the middle and
second half of the sixth century to some. With regard
to the saucer brooches at Alton, an early fifth-
century date for the five-spiral brooch in Cremation
1 cannot be doubted in view of the type of urn in
which it was contained. The other three saucer
brooches are larger, and one is decorated in Style I
animal ornament, which gives a date of late fifth o
early sixth century. The seven-spiral and leg designs
of the other two come from early origins which
counter-balance the probably later indication of the
larger size.

The other evidence available at Alton includes
orientation, but this is different for each: grave 12
west-east; 23, south-north; and 47, southwest-
northeast, The west-east orientation of 12 is an
element in favour of a phase 1 dating for this grave.
{rra'ﬁ; 23 cur a fifth-century cremation, 32. As to
associated objects, each is accompanied by beads:
grave 12, amber u]'l.d drawn glass with one crystal;
Err;;:rzjhfﬂm With three polychrome; grave 47,

: rawrn glas:;. At Dover amber beads
occurred in rthEnI.'E 1-4, from AD 475-650. b
mostly before 625; and draw ik
confined almost L‘nl'\ o rd.v-.n. glass h{!i{dqﬁ were
The: Sile e ;::ul-_ 9 I:]hdm 1-3, AD 475-625.
S jL!dEIf _c:hjuct of dl&i[t.nﬁ.:[[‘r’i!
23. Thote s therefore noting 1o e, rigin in
these three graves w:’; =tl:“-[ ing in connection with
AD 525 and 2 ?u. k SUZEesls a !;Jam later than
e L3 an I'I]':JL]'I- that could be earher. As matiers
stand, a late fifth o early sixth-ce A g
most likely f . Y siXth-century date seems

ely for these three saucer brooches.

Button brooches
The pair of button brooches in
33:]__1 —_2_:, belung to class Ji (Avent
?[5 Jl.x;mz:m.:. c.las.ﬁ which differs from most others by
L gnrg Ehm-“- with an average mean diameter of

--mm. In fact the three variants of the J class share

grave 35 (Fig 32
and Evison 1987),
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this characteristic with classes T and K on|
and Evison 1982, table 1). There are also s
in the design between these three classes,
|__'lat~.-' a mask with x'L'r_llcu! line decoration on the ha
is flanked by two animal legs, and possible e '.-u.'-J
the leg design or the vertical lines appear on s, cxi of
the class I and K brooches (Avent and Evison T&g?f
98). The grave 35 brooches are also distinguisheg b'r
the angle of the pin at 360°, thar is. the pip
positioned vertically in relation to the mgsk {]E‘gi :
with the catch at the wp. This urrungctnﬁ:m.;fiu'
occurs on the other | class brooches. on [h-M.I
K types, and on one lii and one K type the i
is also vertical, but at 180° (Avent and E:Ivi.wn ]'Jgj?n
100, table 6). A vertical pin also occurs g a [.;-‘.;,j
other types, _ but on the majority of buttan
brooches varying angles are adopted, many hey,
zontal. '

The objects associated with class K brooches are
not distinctive enough to give a more precise dating
than fifth or early sixth century, but a saucer brooch
with a class K mask centre surrounded by a star
design may be compared with other saucer brooches
with a similar design of the early fifth century {Avent
and Evison 1982, 98). The graves containing brooch
types Ii and Iii are also probably of the fifth cenmry
and two Jii brooches in grave 550 a Mucking ar;
from a cemetery which began about AD 400, An
unassociated find of a Ji brooch was found at or nesr
the Roman site at Silchester (Hampshire) where
there are no finds later than ¢cAD 400, Grave 35 ar
Alton also contained a knife. iron loop, tweezers,
amber and blue glass disc beads, and a bronze pin of
derived late Roman tvpe (below 12 so that a date in
the first half of the fifth century is probable.

The distribution of the J type brooches, as well as

types I and K, adheres very closely to the river
Thames and its tributaries, with the exception of
Kempston (Bedfordshire) near the Icknield Way. A
few examples of later classes A-E and G are found in
the upper Thames area and at Mucking, but other-
wise the distribution is south of the river, The I, ]
and K classes, therefore, must have adorned the
carliest Saxon women who arrived via the Thames
and Icknield Way.

The two button brooches in grave 37 (Fig 33
37.1-2) are a dissimilar pair classified as Eii. The
total number of brooches in classes Ei, Eii and Eiii
are shown as nine on the distribution map (Avent
and Evison 1982, Fig 6): three Ei at Mucking, two
Eii at Alton, three Eiii at Alfriston and one Eil a
Vierville, Manche, France; but to these should be
added a more recent find at Apple Down, Compton,
West Sussex (Avent and Evison 1982, 117). The
brooch from Alton (37.2) is similar in design 10 ]hr
Eii brooch at Vierville, for on both the mask consists
of eyes and nose only. The other brooch (37.1)s
however, has a unique design, as the craftsman has
added an upturned mouth with a protruding tonguc-
Another smiling face decorates the recent find from
Blandford (Dorset), a class F brooch with I8
bronze pin at the back. All the Ei and Eii brooches
also have 180° pins, but in iron.
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The Vierville brooch was associated with a bracelet
of iron chain, two amber beads and one glass bead
{Verron and Pilet 1977, 87), which do no more than
indicate a fifth or sixth century date. Grave 37 at Alton
also contained amber and glass beads, two bronze pins
on a ring, an iron buckle with square plate, a knife and
an iron fragment. Compared with the Ji class of brooch
found in grave 35, the distribution of type Eu also
includes Mucking, but otherwise the spread is
further south, in Sussex. A significant similarity is
the vertical angle of the pin which probably indicares
a dress function different from that of the majority of
the button brooches. Grave 35 contained a woman in
her thirties and grave 37 a girl about 16, both buried
west-east and near each other. Their deaths might
therefore have occurred at much the same time and,
if s0, the younger woman would have been wearing
the newer version of the button brooch.

Disc brooches

One pair of disc brooches was found before the
excavation, U3 and 4 (Fig 38), and these are com-
pletely undecorated. A fragment of another, U7 (Fig
38), was a loose find, and this has a double border of
lightly stamped marks. The measurements of both
types are near the mean diameter of the species,
3.6cm (Dickinson 1979, 40). As these are unassoci-
ated, they can contribute nothing to speculation
regarding the dating of disc brooches. A comparable
disc brooch, undecorated save for a central perfora-
tion, was found with belt studs, lead spindle whorl
and quoit brooch style mount in grave 13, Bow-
combe, Isle of Wight (Evison 1965, Fig 28a-f;
Arnold 1982, Fig 64). Another perforated, but
otherwise undecorated, pair was found at Bedding-
ham, East Sussex (Welch 1983 ii, Fig 62a). A
completely undecorated pair, smaller in size, dia-
meter 2.6cm, was found in grave 576 at Mucking
with a knife, bronze strap end (missing) and buckle
with shield-shaped plate of fifth-century type. A disc
brooch with small annulet stamps only as a border
was found with the fifth-century equal-arm brooch at
Berinsfield, Oxfordshire, grave 8 (Dickinson 1979,
Fig 3.7b).

This is a brooch type which appears almost exclu-
sively in England, mainly in the upper Thames
valley and Cambridgeshire, with some south of the
Thames (Leeds 1945, Fig 30). Various types of
circular brooch, such as enamelled and applied
brooches, were in use during the Roman period,
both in Britain and on the Continent, and these have
sometimes been regarded as forerunners of the Sax-
on types, but they were not particularly numerous or
popular in the immediately preceding period. Other
circular types which were current about AD 400, the
tume of the migration, are the continental Saxon
saucer and applied disc brooches and probably also
the button brooches (Avent and Evison 1982). The
spread of the applied brooches may be followed
without a break from the third century in the Elbe
valley to the fifth century in England (Evison 1978a,
100, Fig 3; Evison 1978b, 274, Fig 4) where they

became most numerous in the Thames valley, parti-
cularly the upper reaches. Connections between the
applied, saucer and disc brooches are evident from
the common, basic circular form, from the existence
of a few hybrid forms, and also from some shared
designs, as well as a considerable coincidence of
chronology and of distnbution in mainly Saxon
areas.

Some graves containing disc brooches have been
listed by Dickinson (Dickinson 1979, 47-8) accord-
ing to an estimate of date ranging from the mid-fifth
to the late sixth century. One important constituent
of the chronological argument is that silver finger
rings and beads of amber, rock crystal and metal-in-
glass indicate the sixth century ( Dickinson 1979, 41,
46). While all these do occur, and perhaps even
predominate in the sixth century, they are also fairly
common in the fifth century. Most of the last section
of graves which were allocated to the *sixth century
generally’ therefore are just as likely to belong to the
fifth century. One of these graves, Great Chesterford
{Essex) grave 1%, contained many other objects
besides beads, including a B7 type of wrist clasp
which Hines (1984, 75) believes began just before or
after AD 500. Some of the graves designated other-
wise belong to the first half of the fifth cenrury:
Orpington (London) 4, 51 and 58; Minster Lovell
(Oxfordshire) 3; Mitcham (London) 229 (Dickinson
1979, Figs 3.2-3.5); Leagrave (Bedfordshire) 1;
Alfriston 14 (Evison 1965, Fig 24a-¢); and Long
Wittenham, Oxfordshire 165 (Evison 1968, Fig 4a—
d). Dickinson (1979, 61, note 114) suggests that she
may now be willing to accept earlier dates in respect
of some of these graves.

The late Roman technigque found on the disc
brooches (Dickinson 1979, 51), that i1s, rough cast-
ing, nicked edges, stamps and particularly ring-and-
dot stamps, which are also found on Quoit Brooch
Style products, are certainly Roman in origin, as well
as other techniques such as repoussé work. About AD
400 these rechniques were being used on the Cont-
nent in the manufacture of egual-arm brooches,
buckles, saucer and applied brooches, and their
sudden increased use in post-Roman Britain, includ-
ing a use on Saxon forms, was due to a migration of
the continental producers from across the Channel.
The forms and techniques are not to be found in late
Romano-British products.

Quoit brooches

The quoit brooch 14.2 shows slightly superior tool-
ing work to that on 14.1 (Fig 27), but even so the
craftsmanship is inferior to the sophisticated work
usually displayed on quoit brooches. Many have a
layout of inner and outer border, each formed by two
concentric circles with cross-stamping in between
consisting of straight or curved lines to imitate
beading (Welch 1983 ii, Alfriston Fig 27c, High-
down Figs 9la, 97b, 10la, 105a, 116a-b). This
decoration is often accompanied by a variety of
further stamping, but it stands alone on the Alton
brooches. These fairly simple brooches are the poor
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king grave 637 (Lvison 5 1342, haa
:?L.Ii:.;;:::lll!;rrtpu- of triangular stamps, ;md_l I]-EL-tL;mij
tooling of the borders was done wuh_ le.a I.arL-hILap]:.lu
stamp, but the crudeness of the work 18 Ll:ﬁl'li:![rdr .
with that of the Alton pair. Almost all of l e u;m :
brooches are provided with a slot for th!: Qaua;;al- uf
the pin, and two knobs to act as pin-stops. |.1.u u,.i .:3:
these are to be found on the Alton brooches, hl{\’-L‘.--
er, and they are also absent t'r_t_:m“tha: hrfu;u..h ~m‘
Highdown grave 36 (Welch 1983 11, Fig 101a}, vr]n,r.'..
the decoration is even more :ﬂmpllu. and compass
circles appear without cross-stamping. A brooch of
like simplicity occurred in grave 80 at Abingdon
where again there are COmMPass circles only and no
slot or pin-stops (Leeds and Harden 1936, plate
XV). : :

A date for the beginning of Quoit Brooch Style
products in the first half of the fifth century 15 now
accepted, and the contents of grave 14 at Alton, a
biconical pot, knife, pin and fragment of a Roman
glass bottle neck, support this date for the grave.

Pins

The gilt bronze pin 35.4 (Fig 32) is derived from a
late Roman type and belongs to the “Wijster” type of
pin although its length of 9.8cm is less than the range
of 14.0-26.5¢cm noted by Béhme (1974, 35). As the
shaft diminishes little in girth, it is probable that the
short length was caused by breakage and subsequent
re-shaping of the point. The tops of the heads of
some of the Wijster-type pins are decorated with
lines radiating from the centre, from three to eight.
On twp of the Alton pin there are five dotted
radiating lines with a ring stamp in each section. The
continental distribution of this star-decorated type is
between the Scheldt and the Ems (Biohme 1974, 38,
Abb 13, 3546, Karte 9) and Bohme’s map of the
type in general includes a double-knopped variety in
England at Alfriston grave 65 (Welch 1983 ii, Fig
30b). There is also one unassociated from High-
du-,_s'n, another of the same type from grave 62 a
Alfriston (Welch 1983 ii, Figs 116¢, 29a), and one
wulhuu'l the second knop was in grave 29 at Alfriston
(Welch 1983 ii, Fig 13a). A related type with ringed
head occurred at Mitcham, grave 229 (Bidder and
Morris 1959, plate XV, 229).

Large hairpins first came into use in the last third
of the fourth century, and objects associated with the
Wijster type of pin on the Continent allow it to be
dated 1o l!ll.' beginning or first half of the fifth
century. The English examples have littde or no
faceted decoration, burt are otherwise very similar
and they must be the latest of the Wi.jnftu} wn'._--:
dating to the middle of the fifth century. The Alton
grave and two of the Alfrision graves also ‘_‘[]nt‘ ined
:“fl:}‘-'“ t'_rfmhcs, and grave 65 al .":]fr:isttl‘:n mmﬂzh

we-spiral saucer brooch, all equally early types.
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These long pins are regarded as connecreg with
coiffure or head covering on the Contineny, a5 t]lu,
are usually found by the right temple, by thisv 'd:'
not seem to have been used in this particylar way 5D
England, for in Alton grave 35 the pin was jn',hrf
middle of the chest, and in graves 29 ang 62 a"l
Alfriston they were also on the chest, 3ithm.|gh cither
position would have been suitable for faxtuning;
textile head covering.

The small bronze pin with faceted heaqd fa
cremation 24 (Fig 41) 1s a Roman type, and occury
abroad at Oudenburg, Belgium, grave 67, and v,
la-Gravelle, France, grave 7 (Bohme 1974, Taf95_4.
Taf 144, 15), both late fourth-century burials wi
tutulus brooches. A bronze pin of this type ﬂ{c.um_;]
in the late Roman cemetery at Lankhills, Winches.
ter, as well as two versions of the form in jer (Clarke
19?91 FlgH 93.396, F_J'.EQF_, 82.2{}?_}. NL‘HI'L-]' at haﬂi:.,
and in an Anglo-5axon grave, a larger version was
found at Droxford (Aldsworth 1978, Fig 31.35) 3
Mucking there was one in grave 843 with the early
claw-beaker. One was found at Lackford (Suffolk)
also associated with a miniature comb, in a pot with
vertical shoulder bosses (Lethbridge 1951, Fig 28,
49.17: Myres 1972 2, flg 82.979), The pot type is
not closely dateable, although Myres suggests AD
500 or early sixth century for the type, and Leth-
bridge suggests the seventh century, as he compares
the pin with one found in a late grave at Shudy
Camps, Cambridgeshire (Lethbridge 1936, 20-1,
Fig 4C.1). This does not, however, appear to be an
apt comparison as, according to the drawing, the
shaft of the Shudy Camps pin has a different,
swelling shape more in accordance with seventh-
century forms.

The iron pin 11.1 (Fig 25) has a flat, rolled head,
similar to pins found at Dover and at Bergh Apion,
Norfolk (Evison 1987, 82). On four of the other iron
pins the shaft is looped over at the head to form a
shepherd’s crook shape: 12.7, 23.5 and 14.1 (Figs
26, 29 and 34), and 14.3 (Fig 26) has a loose nng
linked into the crook.

One bone pin only remains, 27.9 (Fig 30), with a
perforated, spatulate head.

Beads

Beads occurred in a total of fifteen inhumations ‘“'_"J
five cremations, representing a total of 302 indi-
vidual items plus fragments. Out of nineteen female
inhumations thirteen contained beads, three of the
remainder had no finds at all (graves 13, 20 and 'h‘ ;
grave 21 had a knife only, grave 11 had a pin, knif¢,
buckle, perforated coins etc, and 14 was the quott
brooch grave. Cremation 1 was a female, on the
evidence of the bones, associated brooches and 01¢
monochrome bead: cremation 7 had a monochrome
bead and amber fragments; in cremation 10 [h':r:
were two glass beads, and in each of cremations I
and 33, one bead only, so that all these ma¥y ™
interpreted as female burials. One amber bead
occurred in grave 42 (Fig 35 42.1b), a male grﬂ“l-
where it was positioned beside the sword blade i
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Table 4. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: wpes of beads tn mdrmdual graves.
Grave or Amber Crystal Fossil or Bone Monochrome  Dirawn Drawm Palychrome Toals
cremation IFOnstone globular cvlinder
numbser h -
2 - . 5 1 : - 2
9 . = - - 35 - i6
12 9 | > | 1 ] = 13
19 2 - - - 14 1 17
23 37 “ 1 £ = - 3 41
27 18+ - - - 1 = 194
33 3+ - - | o - - 4+
35 4 - — 2 = 6
37 15 - - - 34 - - 2 51
39 3 - - - 1 - - 10 17
41 3 | - 2 3 - 9
42 1 . E . ; - . - ]
43 3 - : L - . : L 3
46 E i - | : :
47 36+ - E ; = 40 2 > 764
cl 2 - : 2 1 i - = l
Cc7 + a P _ I ) ) .
C10 4 4 - ’ 2 _ i _ 2
C13 _ - y ] S i .
C33 - = - = | = = 1
Torals 134+ 1 2 | o9 43 4 18 3024
+ = fragments

15cm from the tang, near to the bronze binding
strips on the sheath. The bead may have been
suspended from the top of the scabbard in the same
way as some which must have been suspended from
the perforation in the back of a metal mount some-
times fixed to the top of a scabbard (Evison 1967,
Figs 2h, j, 3e, 9d, Plate XIb). The suspension strap
for the sword must have gripped the scabbard at this
point where it was strengthened by binding strips, so
that there is the less likely possibility that the bead
was attached to this strap. Grave 2 was also a male
grave, and this contained two glass beads (Fig 22
2.1b-c) as well as a sword, and one of them, and
possibly both, were found beside the blade about
15cm from the grip. There was usually only one
single bead attached to a sword, but two were found
in grave 44 at Brighthampton, Oxfordshire (Evison
1967, 83).

The other thirteen inhumations with beads were
female, and in all but two of them some of the beads
were amber, and in grave 43 there were three amber
beads and no other types. The two graves which had
no amber were 9, a seven-year-old, and 46, an infant
of three years with a single bone bead (Fig 36 46.1),
probably a fastening. The amber beads occur in
the usual roughly-shaped forms, both large and
small, and in disc, wedge, flat, biconical and short
cylinder shapes (Fig 4). Out of a total of more than
134 amber beads, two of the saucer brooch graves
had the greatest number of amber beads, and also

the largest examples: grave 23 also contained a
perforated ironstone nodule and the second largest
number of polychrome beads (three), and grave 47
contained forty drawn globular beads. It is notice-
able that all graves with brooches also contained
beads, with the exception of grave 14 which con-
tained quoit brooches. The other non-glass beads
consist of one smooth, disc-shaped crystal, one
fossil, one bone and one ironstone nodule.
Monochrome glass beads (Fig 4) are the next most
numerous type, ninety-nine in all, of which thirty-
five occurred in grave 9, thirty-four in grave 37 and
fourteen in grave 19. The types in grave 9 (Fig 25)
were mainly annular, dark blue translucent with a
variety of other colours; in grave 37 (Fig 33) they
were annular, translucent blue or dark blue and
annular brown translucent; and in grave 19 globular
opagque vellow beads only with the exception of one
polychrome bead (Fig 28 19.11). In grave 39 the four
monochrome beads were vellow or rust red, while in
each of eight other graves there were only one or two
each of monochrome beads. One of the sword beads,
2.1b, was a yellow translucent disc (Fig 22). Graves
which had no monochrome beads were all in the
western sector: 23, 41, 42, 43, 46 and 47. Forty
drawn globular beads occurred in grave 47, but only
one in grave 12 with a drawn cylinder, and two in
grave 41 with three drawn cylinders. At Dover these
forms of drawn beads occurred only in phases 1-3,
and mostly in the first two phases dated w0 AD
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Table 5. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: non-glass beads (Fig 4).
Alton Material Shape Catalogue Quantty  Totals Dover (Evison
type number in each 1987) tvpe and
: burial phase
Aol Amber Small roughly- 12.4ia; 39.1a; Al 1-3
shaped 41.2a; 43.3ia, most
i 2 1+2
33.8a 3+ 4494
27.1a 13+
E - 47.3a 25
AD2 Ron Hhh‘-s]‘liif\'d 39.1h; 41.2b | AD2 -4
19, liia; 47.3b . 11
27.1b 5
AD3 Diisc 35.3a I l AD3 14
Al Wedge-shaped 15.3b; 43.31b 1 AD4 |
47.3¢ 5
12.41b, 1, 36
itia; 37.4a 7
23.4ia 15 134+
AD5 Large wedge- 42.1b 1
shaped 47.3d 4 5
ADG Flat 35.3c 2
37.4b 3 25
23.4ib 20
A07 Large flat 23.4ic l 1
ADB Biconical 37 .4c¢ 8 5
A9 Short cylinder 23.4id I |
) A0 Crystal Disc 12.4iiib 1 1 1
] All Ironstone Module 23.11 1 1 1
: AlZ  Fossil Porosphaera 41.2¢ I ] 1 All 5
globularis (Phillips)
Al3 Bone Dome-shaped 46.1 1 | 1
fragments
475-575. All these monochrome and drawn types shape to Alton 2.1c (Fig 22) although flatter, and
were common in Anglo-Saxon cemeteries, except with the same design of a zigzag each side with a
T possibily the annular translucent purple-brown single circumference trail only, and in dark olive
A Pl 37.4¢ and . with white trails, occurred in grave 223 at Mitcham.

Three graves contained a single polychrome bead
(graves 2, 9 and 19), there were two in grave 37,
three in grave 23, and a maximum of ten in grave 39
{Table 4, Fig 4). Beads with trail decoration, zigzag,
combed, crossing and crossing with dots (DO3-
D11, Fig 4) are common types, and beads with a
swirl of glass in another colour (DO1, DO2) are less
common. The white bead with blue dots, 39.1n (Fig
33), is similar o Koch 1.2 (Koch 1977 1, 201,
Farbtafel 1), and the black beads speckled with rust,
red and white dots, 23.4if (Fig 29), seem to be
identical to Koch 11.10 which occurs mostly in her
Stufe 2-3, AD 545-600. The ‘eye’ bead 39.1m (Fig
33) relates in a general way only to Koch types 6-9.

Although large glass beads. used as a sword bead
or possibly as a spindle whorl, are no strangers in
Anglo-Saxon contexts, they adopt a wide variety of
shapes and patterns. A bead of somewhat similar

It was in a man’s grave with spear and knife and
tweezers in the fill, and the bead was at his waist.
This unusual arrangement suggests a possible partial
disturbance of the grave and that the man may
originally have had a sword, a situation which would
account for the presence of a large bead in a man’s
grave at waist level (Bidder and Morris 1959, 74,
plate XVII, 223).

Almost all the bead types found in the Alton
cemetery are common types which were found at
Dover and were discussed in that context {Evison
1987, 57-67). They are almost all types which
occurred at Dover in the phases 1-5, AD 475-675,
with a preponderance in phase 3, and almost every
grave with beads included amber beads, which at
Dover belong 1o phases 1-4, AD 475-650. Three
polychrome beads in grave 39 (1h, i and k; Fig 33)
are types closely paralleled at Dover, and these all
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= » Y A 8
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Rir {(Mive green Diisc 9.1c )
translucent
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transhuscent
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B13 Blue translucent Annular 9.1h I ;
17 do 8
Bl4 Melon 27.1¢ | |
Bl13 Dark blue Dhisc Cl1.5 ]
translucent Clo.1 | 4
C33.3 I
Bl Annular Cl3.l |
1534 .
17.4h i 0
o.h X
Bl Annular (double 9.1 l 1
BIlX Melon 11. 8k
Bl9 Whate Disc 9.1 | 1
B0 Black hs 9.1g 1 3
B21 Melon 2.1k
B LCotled cvlinder 12.4ic 2 2
123 olourless
B2 Colourles Dhsg 17.4d |

occurred there in graves dated to phases 3 and 4
mostly in phase 3, AD 575-625 :

present at Dover but absent
metal beads, orange barrel-shaped beads and shell
beads which tend 1o occur later than amber, and also
the more complicated polychrome h-|:.id'sl MOSAC
millefiori and reticella. It seems that the [Hw-hrhr.'.-mu.-
beads must have been difficult or expensive o
scquire at Alton as they Crop up sparingly, some-
limes single in graves, and iotalling no rt:u;n: I:h.:n

ton of this comes from the analysi

In some graves there is evidence of carefu
tion with an eye to colour co-ordination, for cxamps
grave 19 combined opaque vellow glass with
beads; grave 33 combined amber and translu v
brown beads with translucent blue beads and €%
the single polvchrome bead was in white with tran¥

[hrver
U

P and
pha e
Bii) 1 ¢
Bir
Bi12 |
Bi3 |
Bl 1
B22

most 3
B4y i
B5
Bl =2
B&i 2

cighteen in twenty burials furnished with beads oul
Additional types of a total of 302 beads. There are no [ypes Wax
at Alton are amethysts,  seem to be relics of the Roman period and conhirma
s (52 below

| seex

e

-
| A
N——
f
=T B
= |
o |
qgal |
= |
el ol |
=1 B
= g
B
B
{h‘



BEADS 17

:;-h" Totals Ding Table 7. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: drawn glass beads (Fig 4).
~ 1
I H{’T'nl. Alton  Colour Shape Caralogue Quantity Totals Daover (Evison
— M i number in each 1987) type and
Ype y
3 T burial phase
| : 3 5
0l Blue translucent Cylinder 12.4id 1 24 Col 1-3
4 41.2d 1+ most
| Bin 1-2
____\__\_\-"\—\. 3+
18 -
co2 Twisted cyvlinder 41.2e l l o3 =2
i 19 Co3 Colourless Globular 12.4e 1 Cos 1-3
> . 41.2f 2 28 maost
. —— 47.3¢ 23 2
B oo Globular (double)  47.3f 7 7 Co6  2-3
- : “ miost
l i1 2
1% : 5 g - “ - 0T
I Cos Globular (triple) 47.3g ! ! o7 1-2
2 BEE oo Globular 47.3h 1 1 co8 12
— (quadruple)
2 2 Co7 Beaded cvlinder 41.2g ! 1 Co9 1-3
1 1 # = fragment
1 1 Table 8. Alton Anglo-Saxen cemetery: polvchrome glass beads (Fig 4).
1 1 Alton  Decoration Colour Colour of Shape Catalogue Quantity Totals Dover (Evison
—— Ty decoration number in each 1987) tvpe and
1 1 burial phase
: D01 Swirls Light green Rust red Disc 9.1l 1 1 1
L 9 translucent
1 D02  Swirls and Olive green Yellow Disc 39.1g 1 1 1
— Zig-zag trail translucent
B D03 Zig-zag trail White Blue Disc 19.1i 1 1 ]
4 translucent
D04  Zig-zag and Very light green White Diise 2.1c 1 1 1
B circumference  translucent
trails
30 D05 Combed trails Rust red Yellow Cylinder 39.1h 1 1 1 Di4 34
35 D06  Crossing trails  White Blue Disc 39.1i 1 1 D24 25
1 translucent
: ! D7 Disc 19,1 | 1 2
— {double)
| l___E__,, D08 Crossing trails  White Dark blue  Disc 23 die 1 1
: = 3 ! and dots translucent,
3 rust red dots
1 6 e D0y Dark blue Disc 37.4i 2 2 6
7 _ﬂ_f_"jﬂ_ translucent
= —‘] 10 Rust red Yellow Barrel  39.1k | D46 3-4
) 1_ == D1 Missing Barrel 19,11 2 2
8 D12 Marvered dots  White Blue Disc 19.1n I 1
< pad WS translucent
o als furnishe® S
.1'.[-:'454:&1-[}'““: are W}j D13 Dark blue White Globular 39,10 1 1 g
cads. riod translucent i
- man . ey
ol th‘: R"hu a-rw!:nﬁ 2 D14 i_:g]” blue Rust red Disg 39 1m | 1
5 Irt]l:'ﬂ_': Y o translucent rings in
s there 15 €V i o, white dots
o colour £M|iwfwﬂ' D15 Black Rust red  Disc 23 4if 2 2
ed opaque ye rnd.!“ 3 and white

i.'ﬂmhinr"d' b (e
b transluces % Cyp®
rome beat "
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i i as the

lucent blue crossing trails .-z_nld du:.r ?rltu;r ::.:q t
; : .1 with ambe s 275

-alour chosen o contrast Wi . es 2
ik hich had colourless beads also.

Position of beads —
The seven-year-old girl in grave 9 had l'hm-y-'hl:
beads, almost entirely monochrome of H’ﬂrl.i'.f'll:-'ﬁ uil
ours, and they were found under her lr_:!t Wrist In 1;{:
pelvis, that is either worn as a .b!‘_al.chi't\ u{:hr.nu] :.1
likely, kept in a bag or pocket (Fig 43). 1 t o
woman in grave 12 was wearing 4 p;:lr of .lrdl‘lll..z]'.
hrooches on the chest, and a few (seven) small beads
_ amber, monochrome and drawn — were near the
left brooch, presumably suspended from it ( Fig 44).
There was also a row of five wedge-shaped amber
beads at the left waist with a crystal l-n:ad_n;arby, and
another amber bead on the left pelvis. T !11:; suggests
not beads in a container, but ornamentation of a row
of amber beads on a belt, with the crystal bead a little
below, possibly acting as 4 toggle as there was no
buckle in the grave. :

Grave 19 contained a four year old girl who was
wearing a single polychrome bead at thc__ .""'ck‘
perhaps used as a toggle to fasten clothing. Sixteen
smaller monochrome and amber beads were scat-
tered, mostly along the line of the waist and round
the lower half of the body (Fig 45). It is possible,
therefore, that again some were used as ornament on
a belt, but the others, if worn rather than scattered
over the body, must have been sewn on a garment.
The woman in grave 23 was wearing a saucer brooch
on each shoulder, and three polychrome and an
amber bead at the right side of the neck may have

been strung between them (Fig 45). A line of

thirty-six amber beads from the right shoulder to
inside the right elbow could have been suspended
from one or both brooches although the beads did
not reach the left brooch. On top of the upper jaw,
and the nearest bead to the left brooch, was a
perforated ironstone nodule, which would appear to
have been placed separately and deliberately on the
face.

The ten-year-old girl in grave 27 had been prop-
ped up in the grave to a half-sitting position, and
does not appear to have been wearing any beads on
her person. The grave was 10in (0.25m) deep, but
the beads (eighteen amber, one blue glass) occurred
at depths from 2 to 7in (5 to 17.8cm) between the
right shoulder and the bucket, with one animal tooth
at each end of the scatter (Fig 46). It therefore seems
that these items were put in after the grave was at
least partly filled, and the spreading of a bead-
ornamented cloth might be suggested, or, more
dmmal}cally, the breaking of a mourner’s necklace
by accident or ritually during the infilling of the
grave. An old woman without brooches in grave 33
was wearing the same combination of beads, amber
with one blue melon, and as they were under her
nght shoulder, they presumably 'ruprcscnl a small
ntck_iacc (Fig 46). A woman in g}avc 35 was wcltrin
4 pair of button brooches with six beads mej;mE:
from the left brooch (Fig 47). The young woman in

grave 37 was also wearing a pair of button brooche
but, with one exception amongst the facig] bn--t-:'
the beads were nowhere near either, The other ‘|:'|~r
beads were lying between the right ribs apg o
inside right knee, and such a long streich ’iup,gu.;:':
that they werc S€Wn on a garment rather than
swinging free (Fig 47). There were no brooches '-'..|1}:
the old woman in grave 39, and the total of sevengpe,
beads were spread from shoulder to shoulder ["iul
47). Amongst them were ten polychrome beads, the
largest number in one grave. The young Woman jp
grave 41 was wearing a cluster of nine beads close 1,
an iron pin and bronze ring at mid-chest ( Fig 47), ."m
old woman in grave 43 had two beads between 3 pa:-:
of small long brooches (Fig 47) and one by the |y
leg. The [hr{:c-}'uﬂr-uld infant in grave 46 had 2
single bone bead at the neck, no doubt 2 fastening
(Fig 48). A woman in grave 47 was wearing a pair of
saucer brooches, but these can have had no connec.
tion with the series of beads which began at mjd.
waist and continued under the left hand to below the
pelvis (Fig 48).

Two of the females at Alton, therefore, were
wearing beads in what has been regarded as the
normal Anglo-Saxon manner, that is, suspended
between a pair of brooches (graves 23 and 43)
Where there was a pair of brooches, the beads were
near one brooch only in graves 12 and 35, and in 23
the main string of amber beads was below the right
brooch while the three polychrome beads and 3
square bronze plate were between the two brooches,
In two graves the beads may have ornamented a belt
{12.and 19), and in grave 9 they were either used asa
bracelet, or contained in a bag. They may have been
worn strung at the neck without brooches in graves
33 and 39, but they seem to have been sewn on
garments on the lower part of the body in graves 19,
37 and 47, and possibly in 41. A single bead was al
the neck, probably used as a neck fastening in two
children's graves, 19 and 46, and the beads in grave
27 had no connection with the occupant’s dress.

Buckles and belt mounts

The buckle from grave 16 (Frontispiece; Fig 2
16.2) has already been discussed in the context of ten
similar buckles, of which eight were found in north-
east Kent, and two in other counties, onc il
Broomfield (Essex) and one at Taplow (Bucking-
hamshire). All with known context were found in
sword graves, some with other expensive grave
goods which indicate high rank.

While only the Taplow buckle 1s o gold, the
others are of silver gilt with applied gold plates and
filigree. The triangular repoussé plate of the "thr!
buckle, the beaded filigree work on it and the filigree
panel at the base of the tongue are red gold in colour:
but the pseudo-plait filigree in the side panels and 01
the buckle loop are a yellow gold in appearance. ”_125
no doubt indicates a variation in the copper or SUVEf
content in the gold. Unfortunately it was not W:\.I.
ble to investigate this point scientifically as ‘2o
could only be done by dismantling the buckle (31
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B Body
B Head and jaws

Fig 5.

below). The colour contrast might have been in-
tended by the original craftsman, or it is possible
that repairs were carried out in gold of a different
and inferior composition.

On most of these buckles the garnet decoration on
the tongue base is contained in a metal tray, and
represents the only garnet work on the buckle. On
the shoulder of the Alton buckle, however, the pair
of bird heads are attached to bodies of shaped, sliced
garnets (Frontispiece b; Fig 5bh). The only other
buckles with garnet work on the plate are the
Crundale and Taplow buckles, and on the latter
garnets adorn the loop as well. Five of the buckles
have pseudo-plait filigree borders in varying degrees
of fineness. There is a complicated arrangement
combined with beaded wires on the Taplow buckle,
very fine work on the Wickhambreux buckle and the
coarsest on a Faversham buckle (Speake 1980, plates
f, 6d, ¢). The Sarre grave 68 buckle has pseudo-
plait filigree of a similar fineness to that on the Alton

® buckle, but the Alton buckle is the only one which
® has panels of such filigree on the loop of the buckle

d
buckl
ilver gilt with 3W':t. as well,

Other characteristics link these triangular buckles
one to another, including the filigree representation
ui:thq.' animal designs on some plates by a coarse bead
wire with a finer one each side (Speake 1980, plates
6b-—d, 7a, c and d on the border), with a variant of

® beaded annulets with a bead border on two (Speake
I nuﬂ“ﬂi § 1980, plate 6¢-f), and on two others a peculiar trick
0

Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: animal ornament on buckle 16.2. Scale 1:1.

of rounding off the animal bodies with a closed,
curved end at the points of intersection instead of
leaving them open, which interrupts the flow of the
lines of the design (Speake 1980, plate 7b, £). On the
Taplow clasps and the Wickhambreux buckle the
animal ornament consists of four animals in rosette
formation, and the Alton buckle follows this design
to a certain extent although only two animals are
involved (Fig Sc—e). Figure 5 supersedes Speake’s
(1980) Fig 4g, which is defective because the design
on the buckle plate was obscured by the mending
Strips on top.

The head of each animal is shown in black: the
lower one (Fig 5d) has jaws which interlace with the
body, and the top jaw crosses the lower part at one
point, while the body is featureless and terminates
simply. The lower jaw of the upper animal (Fig 5¢)
crosses under the upper jaw after interlacing with the
body, loops under itself and finishes in a twist with
the upper jaw. In a similar manner, and in the
opposite corner of the design, the body ends in a
double loop twist, representing hind quarters. This
twisting at the end of the body is not common, but
does occur on the animals of the buckle with triangu-
lar plate from Sarre grave 68 (Speake 1980, Fig 7c),
and twisting jaws are to be found on a metal mount
on the lyre from the Taplow grave (Speake 1980, Fig
7e). The pseudo-plait filigree panel below the tongue
shield 15 in red gold (not silver as Speake 1980, 53)
and the animal heads at each end of it are chip-
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carved and less like heads than ]_hn:it ] 1t1r: .h;fnui

; n the buckles from W ickhambreux an
!:“T-H”ij‘i::l sa). Five of these buckles have a prepon-
;[ij--d;s mim.hur of characteristics in ._'ummn:lm, |I“.n.v:l:-.
er. and the most important of these 15 that they " L

. ale than the others: Taplow, Crundale,
on a larger scale than the : ke 1980
Alton, Wickhambreux and Sarre (Speake : d
plates 7f. d, 6b, d, ). The ,-'iim_n h"l".k.]': ' w.ﬂm.dllu
damaged, and has been repaired with two Lri” ;
bands which riveted it to the leather belt uncer
neath. Other holes and a rivet stump show that this
was not the first repair, 50 the burial date 1s h.kt:]-v l“
have been considerably later than the date ol mant-
acture, _ :
: It seems possible that, instead of being placed in
the normal conventional funeral position along the
left side of the body as in graves I, 2 and 42, the
sword was actually in position as worn on the belt. It
was placed diagonally across the pelvis and legs. Ata
point about 18cm below the hilt, the sword blade lay
on top of the forearm, and under these bones was the
buckle. with the triangular mount lying immediately
underneath that, and under these the knife. The belt
was therefore buckled round the hips with the
buckle in front and the sword suspended left front.
The triangular mount with an aperture for a strap
was probably on the left back of the belt, no doubt
suspending the knife in its sheath. The Taplow
buckle was found on what was considered to be the
left shoulder of the almost non-existent body, and
this position, combined with the evidence of a gold
braid, has suggested that the sword was worn on a
baldric (Crowfoot and Hawkes 1967, 48). The buck-
le at Alton could have been similarly placed, though
on the lower part of a baldric, but the position of the
knife and triangular plate, the latter suitable as a belt
mount, constitute evidence of a belt.

Seven or eight examples have already been noted
of a type of buckle which is fixed to a very long plate
of iron or bronze, backed by a thick, D-sectioned
strip of bone or horn. The buckle in grave 41 (Fig 6f)
at Alton belongs to this type, the buckle loop and
tongue being of bronze, and the plate an iron strip
17.5cm long, with three rivets to fasten it to the
backing which seems to have been made of horn.
Fragments of another was found in grave 2, part of a
buckle loop and three fragments of iron strip, one
still attached by rivets to a D-sectioned backing of
?bone or horn (Fig 6¢). Two of the comparable belts
were in female graves, two or possibly four in male
graves, one in a grave of unknown sex, and one has
no kn""-'-'_n_ associations. Grave LXXV at Riseley.
Hﬂfl-um ft}!Fh}' (Kent), also contained a sword, xpcu-n
knife, shield boss and rivets and although the buckle
was not illustrated by a drawing, it was described as
Iron belt buckle (broken) and part of belt iron strip
ba""k‘l"'d by curved bone to fit body' (Cumberland
l.Hﬂlh.. plate opp 22). A photograph of grave LXXV
shows 1.h1_- buckle on the spine at waist level , the plate
extending about 15¢m to the left side, The text of the
ru[‘njl'l val:t."m.‘; o ‘.:uggc_t,[ that another buckle of this
type was found in grave LXXVI with a spear and

knife: *belt buckle and iron band to fit body found

under left l|!Llr]}q_'|:-1|.\‘_ A bronze lop Pi;l!t_' only o=
found unstratified near Barrow 1 ar Ford, [ 4 %
stock, near Salisbury, Wiltshire (Fig 6q), _ml :
pattern-welded sword blade fragment was alsg I::: e
unstratified near Barrow 1 (Musty 1969, (J"j'—l:':-:-
102-4, 115-16, Fig 4¢ _. This was an Early HIlr..-
Age barrow, bul tht_' discovery of unburm hum [
bones (said to be of a youth or a woman) pegrh,
suggests that they, together with the sword 44
buckle plate, came from a secondary Saxon my,
burial in the barrow. One other male grave whig,
contained no sword but a spear, knife, bone and wip,
ring, and sherds, was found at Blewburton E{"-I
Oxfordshire, grave VII (Collins 1952-3, 534 F;,
51, A sketch was published, indicating a total [.:w!:
of 28.5cm, and a description: ‘around the body jug
below the pelvis had been some kind of belt with twy
solid sections of wood bound with iron in the frop
ending at the sides with buckles; the buckles were
presumably for attachment of a leather section which
passed round the back. Although the wood has
decayed, clear impressions of the grain can be seen in
the rust on the surface of the iron’. The fragments of
iron and ?bone in grave 2 at Alton were also with
swordsman (Fig 6¢), but there is unfortunately n
information about their position on the body. The
reconsiruction (Fig 7) assumes that, as the rivets are
close together, some were decorative rather than
functional, as on the belt mount from Beckiord,
Hereford and Worcester (Fig 6b).

Grave 41 at Alton is one of the female graves: the
woman was lying on her right side with knees drawn
up, and the buckle and plate (Fig 6f) were lyng
horizontally across the front of her stomach (Fig 47
The grave was not rich but the amber and drawn
glass beads, together with a bronze key, twisted ring
and disc of Romano-British origin, suggest a fifth-
century date, or no later than the early sixth century
A woman in grave 74 at Beckford was wearing a pair
of applied saucer brooches, a square-headed bhrooch,
one crystal and amber beads, an ear-scoop and also
possessed a knife. A bronze strip with disc-headed
ornamental rivets and a D-sectioned fbone 'ﬂdu_k'.l_'lj»‘
(Fig 6b) was positioned across the middle of the
waist, and an iron buckle with small plate bearing &
bronze, disc-headed rivet was lying lower down of
the right pelvis. o

The 1853 report of the cemetery at Harnham Hill,
Wiltshire (Akerman 1853, 476), records that in £
lap of the skeleton in grave 62 was a ‘long sirip o
iron, which has apparently been fastened o @ piece
of wood by nails more than lin. in length. An irofl
buckle remains at one end’. Perhaps the most 7
formative pieces, however, are the two unassociates
items from Droxford. A bronze strip 21.0cm I-.:r.:E
and a bone and bronze fragment have, unfortunate
ly, recently been described as bucket bandt
(Aldsworth 1978, 137-8, Figs 34.43, 44, .Jltl_h"-li!'-
their function had been recognised in 1969 [erl
1969, 116, Fig 4e, f). The long strip 1s folded over jr
each end, at one end over a HL}L].‘:(C-\;L:L'IIHHL'L! iron
fragment. At the other the iron 1s circular Jate
and here there is a slot in the bronze to accOmMEE

- in section
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Fig 7. Alion Anglo-Saxon cemetery: reconstruction of buckle 2.7. Scale 1:2.

the tongue of a buckle (Fig 6¢). There is no bone
remaining with this strip, but another unassociated
bronze strip ragment from Droxford (length 5.5cm)
was still attached o a D-sectioned ?bone fragment
(Fig 6d). It could have been part of the same belt
equipment, or another one entirely, The decoration
on the long strip includes panels of diagonal crosses,
which often occur on buckle plates, and a similar
design ornamented the wood strip belt in grave 20 at
Dover (Evison 1987, 91 Fig 13, 20/19a). On three of
these the ‘bone’ backing remained, on two the
remaining traces were thought to be of wood. The
remains in Alton grave 41 are the first to be submit-
ted to a specialist, and they are thought probably to
be horn. The purpose of this thick backing could
have been to raise the ornamental plate and make it
more clearly visible in the folds of body and clothing,
possibly also to prevent chafing and discoloration of
the material of the garment by the metal fitting.
Indications of date are not later than the first half of
the sixth century and, ar Alton, probably much
earlier.

Bronze buckle C7.6 (Fig 40) has a shelving top
surface chip-carved, no doubr in Style 1 animal
ornament in the same manner as a sword belt buckle
from Highdown grave 6 (Welch 1983 ii. Fig 90b). A
buckle from Frénouville, Normandy. is decorated in
the same way (Pilet 1980 iii. Planche 48.217-1),

}'I'hlt hru.n.x}- .I!':Ln;l-;lc E-F.?t (lost, h.ul illustrated Fig
.L_ by the sketch on the index card) shows a number
of unusual features, most of which are connected
with hl]\;kit.:h :_JI' thu_J;m: fourth and early fifth cen-
tury. At this time nicked edges, as on the loop and
plate, were common, as well as ring-
A plate consisting of a similar lon
bronze has been found on crude
b“‘-’“‘_‘ loops made in this country (Hawkes and
Dunning 1961, Fig 13g), and also on the horse-
headed du_L[:n]m] loops (Hawkes and Dunning 1961
Fig 15m). The loop is unusual, as it is squared ar m,:.
o o o e Sty
version of the I1L1r%n.5-t;ca':it-d1d okt dcgt:m_'r:_m:
VErs hors ed dolphin loop which did.
in fact, wrn into a squared-front loop on the Cir-
encester (Gloucestershire) buckle. where the horses’

and-dot stamps.
2, t_hin strip of
dolphin-decorated

heads are almost unrecognisable (Hawkes and Dyp.
ning 1961, Fig 15¢). The end of the tongue bears
markings reminiscent of the animal head tips foung
on buckles of the late fourth — early fifth century on
the Continent (Bohme 1974, Tafl 78.27, Taf 83.4.
Taf 94.13, Taf 114.3; Evison 1965, {rontispiece,
Figs 26c¢, 27a, Plate 9a, c). It is a small buckle for 3
strap only lcm wide, but as it was found at the waist
of a youth of twenty with a spear, it must have
functioned as a belt buckle. It must have been made
in the first half of the fifth century.

The bronze ring 30.2 (Fig 31) is circular in
section, and, with its narrower, rimmed part, i
similar to the earlier British terrets as found in a
Saxon grave at Chessell Down (Arnold 1982, 68, Fig
27.27), and at Stowting, Kent (Brent 1867, 413-14,
plate XIX, 5). A rimmed tongue recess does occur
on Saxon buckle loops, however, as at Chessel Down
(Arnold 1982, Fig 28.88), where the section of the
loop is lozenge-shaped. In grave 30 at Alton there
was a knife at the left waist of this male with an iron
buckle nearby. As 30.2 was found near bronze
fragments beside the right hip it is not so likely also
to have been in use as a buckle.

There are three iron buckles consisting of a simple
oval loop and tongue, two of them with a doubled,
rectangular plate (47.5 and 23.6, Figs 37 and 29) and
one with a square single plate (37.6, Fig 33). Three
other buckles are similar, with oval iron loop and
tongue, but bronze doubled rectangular plates, 33.7
(Fig 32) being decorated with one nicked edge, 7.3
(Fig 25) with two nicked edges and rows of stamped
dots, while the thinner plate on 27.3 (Fig 30) h":
rows of repoussé dots. Graves 7 and 33 were both of
south-north orientation, 7 being a male and 33 a
female, while 27 was a girl of ten and unusual
because of a north-south orientation. There are also
eight iron buckle loops, some of them fragmentary-

The normal use for the buckles was for a waist of
hip belt, and in graves where the position of the
buckle plate indicates clearly which way the buckle
was facing it may be seen that the buckle was on the
left-hand side and the free end of the belt was F‘_""*“'d
through the buckle from the right. This applies [©
the male grave 34.3, and female graves 27.3, 337,
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37.6, 41.9 and 47.5. The buckle in grave 7 lay
diagonally at the waist with the loop more or less in
the opposite direction, but as this body was on its
right side with the knees drawn up, the belt may
have been rwisted. In the female grave 11, a group of
objects at the top of the left femur included a kmfe,
and the buckle with it may have suspended a pouch
or knife sheath. In grave 16, the ornamental buckle
was part of the sword belt, and the small iron buckle
16.7g (Fig 27) was very near the shield boss and
rivets, and no doubt fastened a suspension strap on
the shield.

As to other belt mounts, associated with cremation
2 (besides a bronze nail) was a fragment of bronze
tube C2.1 (Fig 39). Although rectangular in section
it is very similar to the D-sectioned bronze tubes,
some of which were ornamented with quoit brooch
style (Evison 1965, 50, 67, plate 13a) and which
appear to have been used in connection with belts or
straps.

A form of strap end which also began in the fifth
century is the double plate with rounded end, 23.8
(Fig 29), for this also occurs with quoit brooch style
animals (Evison 19635, plate 11a). Belt mounts of
continental origin of the late sixth and seventh
century are the triangular mount 16.3 (Fig 27) and
the rectangular mount with four prominent rivets
1.5 (Fig 22; Bohner 1958 2, Taf 36.8¢c, Taf 39.1b).

Enough remains of the bronze strap end C2.2 (Fig
39) to show that it is a late Roman type. Decoration
15 limited to moulded parallel ridges at the narrowest
point, and possible traces of facetting along the edge
between the two rivet holes. Comparison with other
strap ends of this type shows that there may have
been no further decoration on the missing part.
Grave groups on the Continent with this type of
strap end are: Bremen-Blumenthal, grave A (Bihme
1974, Taf 6.6-10); Nijmegen, Broerstraat, grave 159
(Bohme 1974, Taf 84.11-18); Looveen, Drenthe,
grave | (Werner 1958, Abb 18). At Krefeld-Gellep
graves 929, 1100 and 1113 there was some stamped
or facetted decoration below the moulding (Bullinger
1969, B, Taf LXIV; Pirling 1966 2, Taf 74.21, Taf
91.7a, 15).

In England one was found at Milton-next-
Sittingbourne, Kent, probably from a grave group,
although not recorded as such (Hawkes and Dun-
ning 1961, Fig 2), and one at Dorchester, Oxford-
shire (Werner 1958, Abb 8, 1-13; Hawkes and
Dunning 1961, Fig 1.1-13). In all of these groups
there were cylindrical belt ends, and all had rosette
belt mounts, except at Nijmegen which also con-
tained a buckle with fixed plate. The distribution
map of the type by Werner (1958, Abb 15, Karte 4)
shows occurrences mainly between the mouths of the
Elbe and Weser, but also in Holland, one in the
Rhineland and one at Dorchester. Another similar
example has recently been found not far away from
ﬂ]lun_ at Itchen Abbas, Hampshire, in a grave also
containing a sword, corrugated leaf-shaped spear-
head, knife and cylindical belt end (Youngs er al
1985, 180-1). The date of the strap end type is the
first half of the fifth century.

Personal Equipment

Knives

Because of the bad state of the iron, the original
shape of the knives is not always clear, as from
graves 4, 17 and 23. It was possible to distinguish six
types at the Dover cemetery, but at Alton only the
first four types have been found. Type 1 (Fig 8),
with both back and cutting edge curving to the
point, is the most frequent, occurring in fifteen
graves: 7, 9, 12, 14, 19, 21, 26, 29, 30, 33, 34, 35,
37, 47 and 49 (Figs 25, 26, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33 and
37). This type was most numerous at Dover also,
and was in use throughout the period of the cemet-
ery, a range from cAD 475-750. Type 2 has a
straight back and curved cutting edge, and there are
only four of these, in graves 6, 11, 24 and 44 (Figs
24, 25, 30 and 36). Type 3, with an angled back and
curved cutting edge, occurred in graves 1, 27, 36,
41, 42 and U2 (Figs 22, 30, 33, 34, 35 and 38), and
the largest knife or seax in grave 4 (Fig 24) is also of
type 3. Types 2 and 3 also had a wide time span at
Dover. Type 4, with a curved back and straight
cutting edge, occurred in graves 16, 40 and probably
39 (Figs 27, 34 and 33). It is a late type, and at Dover
was in use from cAD 625-750 (Evison 1987, 113,
Text Fig 26). At Alton, type 4 occurred in grave 16
which belongs to the seventh century, and this
grave, together with 39 and 40, was orientated
south-north.

A el o
& ==t X,
Fig. 8. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: knife types.

The only people buried without a knife were those
with no possessions at all, infants or juveniles 15, 18,
28, 31, 38 and 46 (toggle only), old females 20 and
25, female 13, male 32, one old female with small
long brooches and beads 43, and one male with spear
and shield boss 45. Knives with slender, narrow
blades occurred in female graves 9, 12, 14, 21, 23
and 35, but sometimes also with men, 34 and 44,

Examination of the remains of the grip has estab-
lished that some, if not all, were probably made of
horn (see report by Jacqui Wartson). A groove is
visible along one face of 1.6, 26.1, 36.2, 37.5 and
42.2, and a line indicating the welding of cutting
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is visible - radiographs of 1.6,
Awe 1o the back is visible on the ra
;di.b;'. gi.I:‘.:I, 26.1, 37.5 39.3 and 49.3.

Toilet sets :
There gece TS (o4 and possibly also C7.8
el L - : L =
(Fig 40). 'lt'rwlu t—“um-Jan{,:’n;Ir:'?H;[|':;;h;;":: n::::
3 41 v one s 3. 3é)
:I:f:ﬂtt:j :;:'?h' two double transverse ]mcf:: ..r“f"‘i[ﬂ”g
cdges and borders of pum-l} marks. ~I F]e E“;L;f_:;al_t:kt
(Fig 23) are similar in size and hl'l.lpl.,.l ;:“. e
again with double transverse lines u:_ni ]m& ~|,in'hu l;,e
edges. Miniature iron lwct:;cr:i"..w{_r |1_|¢.: udec 1_!:1 :1
woilet st in cremation 27 (Fig 42). Similar, miniature
iron toilet sets which included tweezers occurred at
Caistor-by-Norwich, mainly in I1I1h-ccntur3.; pots uE
Anglian type (Myres and Green 1973, “II.'BHJ. I ELEL
were two iron tweezers in grave 41 (Fig 34 41.7¢).
A bronze toilet set, consisting of two pins or
prickers and an earscoop was found in the female
grave 27 at Alton (Fig 30), and twq_hrun_zc prickers
on a ring occurred in grave 37 (Fig 33).

bronze (WEEZers

dnEsnd
in cremation /=

Miniature comb

A recent discussion of this type of object (Myres and
Green 1973, 97) pointed out that they occur rarely on
the Continent, and in this country have been noted
at Loveden Hill (Lincolnshire), Bidford-on-Avon
(Warwickshire), Castle Acre (Norfolk), Caistor-by-
Norwich, Abingdon and Lackford. Further exam-
ples have more recently been published from Spong
Hill (Hills 1977, 28, Figs 111.1433, 1454, 113.1500;
Hills and Penn 1981, Fig 175.2211) and Highdown
{(Welch 1983 ii, Fig 117c¢). These are of various
shapes, but round-backed ones similar to Alton
C24.2 (Fig 41) were found at Abingdon in crema-
tions 2,9, 10 and 11 (Leeds and Harden 1936, plates
IIT and IV}). The pots in which they were found were
undecorated, and the only associated objects were
mmiult}re shears, knife and toilet implements with
cremation 9, as well as a dark blue glass bead and
bronze fragments. A similar type of comb at Caistor-
hy.'_-Nnrwich, R12B (Myres and Green 1973, 97, Fig
16) has a round back but widens at the teeth, and the
pots associated with this type of comb, Buckelurnen
(’rf’!"m Il and V and urns with vertical grooves and
P_:su:-,m. give a date range to the end of the fifth
u:nu;rj.-. A similar comb at Loveden Hill, 59.15].
et o et of  wangla o i
1015983 Like \Eagles 1979 i 69, ii 348 Fig
. o). Like Alton cremation 24, Abingdon
cremation 82 also contained a bronze pin, needle.,
and some fused glass, as well as a sherd. The
contents of Abingdon cremation 11 were also simi-
lar: a bronze pin, a pin or needle, fused glass and a
burnt square-headed brooch. An urn at Lackford
E[L\'c;t?wa}ﬁshnuldcr bosses (Lethbridge 1951 Fig
49, 17; Myres 1977 2, Fig 82.979) contaic.

SI_HmP_-dm:ra[td miniature tﬁmé gffg]tlL!?:‘rm:wnfﬁ 'a
&Ii‘:hu:;:th fﬂt‘cttcd_lmad very simi’lar to that f{lmnj

on cremation 24, Cremation 24 at Alwon was
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deposited on top of cremation 23,

and stamped decoration of its pot 1:3:']:;]:‘: Panefley
the early sixth century. In spite, !hcru{;_,}: da_t':in
early date suggested by the Romap type Uf\ h'-“ the
pin in Alton cremation 24 and thﬁ-ﬁhapf Tonze
miniature comb (see the continental exay ‘-[[ the
iron: Zimmer-Linnfeld e al 1960, Taf ltlli'tf:{m
Taf 23.171b, Taf 133.1075), these factors -]d?l_h'
association in Abingdon cremation 1] of “3-_“ FI|‘.t
headed brooch establish a date for dﬁmmn;‘éuur:-
the first part of the sixth century, Tiarer

Playing pieces

Two spherical pebbles, one buff and one black both
2.1cm in diameter were found inside the hll.ii;:-.
grave 27 (Fig 31). There can be no doubt, therefor,
that they had been carefully selected for colgy
contrast and similarity of size and shape, and the fy
that they were found inside the bucket, in Cilmpaa-..-
with other possessions, a bone pin and an iron ngi
indicates that they had been selected for some ;“.jrl-
pose, perhaps for gaming. The clay cube found by
the skull in grave 7 (Fig 25 7.4) shows no sign of any
marking, but it could perhaps have been used g 5
die in a game if spot numbers had been painted on

L in

Roman objects

The small octagonal bronze plate C7.9 (Fig 40
bearing the Roman numeral XVI is probably 2
Roman theatre ticket, and numbers of counters of
similar size have been found with letters or numbers
on one side, but of varying shapes and materials
(Liversidge 1973, 371, Fig 133a—g).

The bronze key 41.5 (Fig 34) is a Roman type
which has been found in other early Saxon graves,
for example at West Overton, Wiltshire (Evison
1965, 40, Fig 2la), Dorchester (Kirk and Leeds
1952-3, plate VA) and Ozingell, Kent (Smith 183,
plate VI, Fig 8). There are examples from Roman
contexts at Great Chesterford (Liversidge 1973, 81,
Fig 29d) and Richborough (Bushe-Fox 1932, plate
XIIL.41).

Containers

Buckets

Very little wood of either bucket 2.4 or 27.8 1e
mained, but there was enough to indicate that i
first, and probably also the second, was of chjﬁ::
larger bucket, 27.8 (Fig 31, plate Ila), was bound
less substantial bronze bands, and not .._-nuug{l |-[.Cr
mained of the lower two hoops (0 ﬁmh_hﬁh th[,-l-.
the walls were vertical or spreading slightly a.[ :ﬂ-l.
base. There is no evidence regarding the ;unh’-”}
tion of the base, for the vertical bands S0P Shmhi;
the lower edge of the lowest hoop. It is m?smi:
fashioned, with no decoration. The handle is 01
and flattened at the top.

The bronze bands llsEd for 2.4 (Fig 23; plate L
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:.,-.;.P.JMJ'NW*PJ‘
omiete: for XA
2 crematioss 4
thers, 1 CErLALA 40K
dutinguished. A 00
ind the angle 15 dif
imated by the draug
i Cll.la and C4
coobably slightly e
shraded Roman she
fills, cremations ans
The Roman cook
wid to hawe been fo
similer 10 2 form
umbertand), and da
16, Fig 17.147). T
bumished pottery |
detaled srady (Wil
The fill of grave 6
ciuding 1 fragmen
&3} & well-known
century (Myres 197
',.1'.|:I. Fig %) age i
1 il arinateg
TIESL TEpresent (e
e disturbeg
-.'.EE:]['L cmiﬂﬁ [

Ihe 1l
: )




mation 2

- In Spite, 1 e
¥ the Runmnh?,pth'nl-
'lil 24 and the dy
the conry i
d et al |%‘1d-r?h
1075), these fas 8
0 cremation | of y

h a date for dw;;‘
%

xth century

one buff and ;
¢ found inaidcm:chﬁ'.
¢ can be no douby,
arefully selectsd fir s
of size and shape, sis
1side the bucket, jnpe
& bone pin and i by
been selected for g
ing. The clay cube fig
2 25 7.4) shows nosgi
perhaps have been sl
umbers had been pa’

bronze plae C790E

wumeral XVI & pri

and numbers of o

‘ound with leters oS

rarying shapes and 88

, Fig 133a-g).

5 (Fig 34) is a R
in other carly Sumg
Overton, Wiltshie

Dorchester }L{KH’E;L

| Ozingell, Kent

re¢ are cxampifﬁ &MHI:

sterford (La¥ i

ough (Bushe-Fox L

1
=ither huck:llz.i_« nn*
s enough 10 e
o the second, i
ig 31, plate Ila);

e bands, aniﬂaﬁ

wo hoops 10

al or spreadifé et
. dence regard! E! g’

P
, RS
he lowest hfﬂ?wi!:

he vertic

-coration. The

: ¢
::-Td for 2.4 (F8 %

PERSONAL EQUIPMENT, BUCKETS, POTTERY 25

are more sturdy, and the hoops are completely
preserved so that it can be seen that the shape is
slightly wider at the base than at the top. It is evident
that the base was raised and fixed to the inside of the
staves about 8mm from the bottom because the four
uprights were folded under to this height and riveted
through the wood. The bronze handle, with a thin-
ner bronze band soldered along the top of it, does
not appear to have a parallel. There is some repoussé
dot decoration on 2.4, and at the top of one of the
vertical strips there is a lightly scratched rectangle
containing further scratch marks looking similar to
runes. There is nothing distinctive on either which
would suggest a date, but the two graves belong to
the first or second phase of burial at Alton.

Pottery

Two pots are complete (3.1 and C44.1); the rest have
been restored as far as possible. Some are nearly
complete: for example those in inhumation grave 14,
and cremations 4, 12, 14, 16, 20, 24 and 31. In
others, a certain amount of form or decoration can be
distinguished. A number of rim fragments are small
and the angle is difficult to determine. Some, illus-
trated by the draughtsman as vertical (C7.1a, ii and
iti, Cll.1a and C43.1 on Figs 40 and 42), were
probably slightly everted. There were also a few
abraded Roman sherds and tile fragments in grave
fills, cremations and in the topsoil.

The Roman cooking pot, cremation 44 (Fig 42),
said to have been found in the fill of grave 2, is very
similar to a form found at Housesteads (MNorth-
umberland), and dated to AD 290-370 (Gillam 1968,
16, Fig 17.147). The whole Romano-British black
burnished pottery industry has been subjected to
detailed study (Williams 1977).

The fill of grave 6 contained five sherds of fabric 4
including a fragment of a facetted carination (Fig 24
6.3), a well-known bowl form of the early fifth
century {(Myres 1977 1 18-19, 2 Fig 95). The sherds
C4.1b (Fig 39) are in the same fabric and the form is
a similar carinated bowl without the faceting. It
must represent the remains of an early fifth-century
cremation disturbed by the deposition of the fifth-
century cremation pot, C4.1a.

The tall, narrow pedestal pot from grave 3 (Fig 24,
plate IIc) has been compared by Myres with other
types of pedestal pot in seeking support for Jutish
connections. Comparison has been made with a
fragmentary pot from Bifrons (Kent) and one from
Drengsted, Denmark (Myres 1970, Fig 7.4, 2), these
two being very close to cach other in their shape and
scheme of decoration, but having little in common
with the Alton pot save a similar tall, narrow form on
a pedestal. A similar pedestal pot from Chessel
Down (Myres 1977, Fig 202.3629) is recorded as
being narrower in diameter in Arnold (1982, Fig 19).
The Canterbury pot (Myres 1977, Fig 202.1077) is
no longer extant, but a surviving photograph (Leeds
1936, plate X1Ila) shows the decoration to consist of
longitudinal grooves rather than well-defined bosses
as shown in the drawing. As may be seen from Fig 24

here, the decoration of the Alton pot is hardly
recognisable as showing the well-defined bosses of
Myres (1977 Fig 202.3196), it being more in the
nature of a five-sided pot. In fact, these two, and the
Eastry, Kent, pot (Myres 1977, Fig 202.3087) as
well, are likely to be examples of Germanic copying
of a late Roman form, in this instance the thumb pot
{Gillam 1968, Fig 7.46, 53, 54) which continued into
the late fourth century, and one of which, a New
Forest ware beaker, occurred in grave 82 at High-
down (Welch 1983 ii, plate VT). If this is, in fact, the
source of inspiration, invocation of foreign connec-
tions is unnecessary and the date is likely to be in the
first half of the fifth century.

The pot in cremation 23 (Fig 41) consisted of a flat
pot base, and one matching decorated fragment had
diagonal lines and a slashed diagonal long boss. This
decoration is similar to that of the sherds C32.1 (Fig
42) where there are long, slashed bosses, both di-
agonal and vertical, and there is a slashed collar on
the neck of the pot. Both cremations 23 and 32
therefore belong to the fifth century.

The pot of cremation 1 (Fig 39) is decorated with
bosses and also a line-and-dot scheme where trian-
gles are combined with dots as on pots from Abingdon
and Howletts, Kent (Myres 1977 1 24-5, 2 Figs
128.4066, 129.453), and which may be dated to early
or mid-fifth century, a date supported at Alton by
the accompanying spiral saucer brooches.

As to cremation pot C4, 1a (Fig 39), urns which are
decorated with shoulder bosses framed in a
triangular-stamped border are considered by Myres
(1977) in connection with the large group of pots
decorated with stamped triangular panels: St John's
Cambridge (Myres 1977, Fig 327.272); Girton, Cam-
bridge (Fig 332.241); West Keal, Lincolnshire (Fig
334.512, 4062); Pitsford, Northamptonshire (Fig
336.802). If this is the context to which they belong,
they would be of like date, that is, the middle of the
sixth century. However, an early pot with framed,
slashed bosses from Mucking (Myres 1977 1 56, 2
Fig 336.3759) has connections with the zoomorphic
long boss style of the fifth century, and the pot from
Highdown (Myres 1977, Fig 206.2438) is particular-
ly close to Alton C4. 1a with its shield-shaped slashed
boss with a similar framed border of ring stamps.
Early characteristics 1o be noted on the cremation 4
pot are the finger-tip rosettes on the bosses, descen-
dants of the rosettes on the Cuxhaven-Galgenberg
type of continental pot, as at Caistor-by-Norwich
and Brundall, Norfolk (Myres 1977, Fig 167.1659,
2391} and there are stamped rosettes on a Buckelumne
with stehende Bogen f[rom Sandy, Bedfordshire
(Myres 1977 2, Fig 189.328; Brown 1915 IV, plate
CXXXIII, 5). For a continental predecessor of
round bosses with a stamped {rame see Westerwanna
C709 (Zimmer-Linnfeld er ol 1960, Tafl 93.709). As
the cremation 4 pot also has a slashed collar, a fifth
century date may be concluded. The rosette stamps of
C26.1 and C46.1a and the bossed sherd U11 (Figs 42
and 38) are also likely to belong to the fifth century.

The urn C24.1 (Fig 41) is a narrow-necked,
spherical pot with irregular stamping in vertical
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e vessel, This is similar to

1 from Castle Acre w_hu-h
stamp and an eight-

sotter 1X at Caistor-by-

with vertical divisions

n his pot (Myres and

anels on the top part of th
Eh'rc:a (1977, Fig 143.1 17
has a similar cross-in-circle
armed cross-in-circle stamp. I
Norwich also worked in Zones
o 0 similar stz 50 ;
?‘nd -Irim?ut;“ “Eﬁ;“iét"i"s" 1; Myres 1977 2 Fig
]l:ﬁr;.'.'L&zji:. Potters 11 and III at (lu:f:'-:lnr-b:f'ﬂNt"_r'ﬁ'fKS
also arranged stamps in vertically L{:-:ruic.'_d. a:unibﬂ an !
their work is attributed to the mid-sixth century
{ Myres and Green 1973, 62-3). The Alton cremation
24 pot contained a miniature comb, hm!lﬁt‘l n:f"“.c‘
pin of Roman type and a fused glass ]_UWP‘ an W-liH
buried partly on top of cremation 23 so that an early
sixth-century date is likely. g
Cremation 12 (Fig 40) is a hollow-necked hsu:{mca]
pot with bosses on the low carination and two forms
of trellis stamp encircling the neck and hanging in
pendant shields. The form is similar to plain bossed
urns from Caistor-by-Norwich and Newark (Not-
tinghamshire), and a more spherical urn with bosses
from Newark is also stamped between the bosses
with a faulty trellis-in-circle stamp (Myres 1977 2
Figs 79.1792, 81.3447, 80.3889). Other pots with
unframed stamps between are shown by Myres in his
Fig 119, of which only the pot from Loveden Hill is
similar in shape (Myres 1977 2 Fig 119.3241). The
form appears to belong to the fifth century (Myres
1977 1 11), but for the stamped versions Myres
favours a date in the sixth century (1977 1 22).
The undecorated pots include two variations on
the biconical form, cremations 14 and 16 (Figs 40
and 41). More distinctive is the globular bowl,
cremation 20 (Fig 41), as at Highdown, Hassocks,
West Sussex, and Dorking, Surrey (Myres 1977,
Figs 46.3846, 46.3649 and 46.3659). Three from
Hanwell (London) are also similar (Myres 1977, Fig
"1'_?-3| 13, 3115 and 3116). An example possibly from
Farcham (Hampshire) has a cross-marked base
(Myres 1977 2 Fig 47.1149; Hawkes 1968, 58-9, Fig
24.3). The small size of the pots (C14.1 and C20.1)
scrves to emphasise the fact that small pots as well as
large ones were used for cremations, and the
nomenclature of accessory vessels s Illisfcading
(Myres lWﬁ,.ZEE; Hawkes 1968, 59). The shoul.
dered hnu.-ll with bead rim, C31.1, is not a common
shape. It 15, however, pretty L'll:]:il:iy dated by the
accompanying square-headed brooch of the first half
of the sixth century. The decorated Germanic pot-
tery at Alton is therefore all of Saxon origin, showing
l'hTJ fifth-century characteristics of bosses, corded
::Ln‘::‘u and rosette patterns, and sixth-century
rlthc fahric:\' of Qarly
Iim_nphi-!'"-,; are under i[ilﬂ_‘
University, and it is ho
cemetery will be incl

:\ng]t:*.‘iax:m pottery in
stigation at Southampton
psddih_al the pottery from this
Jncluded in this study. For the
EJ;;:;LTI‘ p;r:ﬁ::e \’IEUE.-I.' examination shows that spme
s : 1ta1r‘>ermg 15 present throughout to a
. Of greater extent, and some fabrics contain g
considerable amount of vegetable matter. There i:ia

ALTON CHAPTER I: GRAVE GOODS

often a great deal of variation between
pot and another, particularly in the colours of
fabric and surface appearance, but also i the te e
content, so that it is sometimes difficyjy o w:‘mm
conclusions as to whether two sherds belong Ir:E ]I{I
same pot or are in identical fabric, The fabrics |.? >
been sorted in a general fashion into five main ll‘_“’“‘
as may be seen from Table 9 (distribution play f.
55), and are described as: %

Fabric 1 - vegetable temper

Fabric 2 — fine sand temper

Fabric 3 - coarse sand temper

Fabric 4 — grey ware, sharp black grit

Fabric 5 — thick brown ware, black grit

The decoraton of the pots shows some evidence gf
fidelity to fabric. Fabric 5 occurred only as sherds
the fill of grave 14, presumably a disturbed Cremg.
tion and so earlier than the pot in grave 14 (fabric |
Fabric 4 occurred only as fragments of carinared hml;
in grave 6 and cremation 4, early fifth-century types
Fabric 1 also occurred in early pots: the pedestal pot i
grave 3 and the bossed pots in cremations 4 and 37
There are also two sherds with rosette stamps i
fabric 1 and the plain, complete or nearly complete
pots: grave 14 and cremartions 14, 16, 20 and 3]
Probably equally early is fabric 2, sherds with line
decoration, U10, C7.1b, C22.1 and C23.1 with 3
long, slashed boss, though C24.1 has stamped de
coration. There are also bosses in fabric 3 (U 11},
bosses with triangles and dots (C1.1), and bosses
with stamps (C12.1). All of the fabrics therefore
were in use in the ffth century but there are no
examples of fabrics 1, 4 and 5 in the sixth century.
This may be significant in the case of fabric 1, when
there are many examples, but the available amouni
of fabrics 4 and 5 is too small for conclusions to be
drawn.

one part of =

Wooden box

Four small clamps, 16.10a-d (Fig 28), were found
near to each other and about 4in (10cm) above the
floor of the grave beside the lefi shoulder of the
skeleton. There were traces of transverse wood gran
on the inner surface of one, and they had been
clamped through wood which was 1.4cm thick. This
must have been a small but robust wooden bo.

Wooden cups

Two silver rims, 16.8 and 9 (Fig 28), I-?'w"“"mq'
were fastened by fluted bands to turned beech cups
A similar silver rim occurred in grave 32 at R
and two others with further ornamentation 1.5.-|:rr:| 7
grave 29 (Evison 1987, 105, Fig 19, 3.7, hs
29.12a-b). The original height of the Alron rup.b"-;?*
probably a little over 10cm, as this was the II-'mmlnurl-
of one of the rims apparently in situ above the ﬂmlr.ﬁ
the grave. The rims at Dover occurred i 86T
allocated to phase 3, AD 575-625.
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POTTERY, WOODEN OBJECTS 27
Table 9. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: occurrence of pottery fabric types.

Fabric types

| 2 3 4 5
1.1 24.3b 12 6.3 14.7a
14.6 ulo 14.7b
16 = Cd6 19 = C27
18 24.3a
19.3 26
23 = C32 27
40 = C43 38

41

Ull
C4.1a C28 C7.1b Cl.1 C4.1b
C5.1 C29.1 Cl1.1b C7.1a
6.1 C31.1 Cl15.3 Cl2.1
C9.1 C32.1 (part in 23) C22.1 Cl15.1
Cll.1a C33.1 C23.1 C15.3
Cl4.1 C35 C24.1 C27.1 (part in 19}
Cl15.3 C40 C37
Cl6.1 C43.1 (in 40)
Cl9.1 C46.1 (part in 16)
C20.1
C2l.1
C26.1
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Chapter 3
Discussion

Skeleton positions and the human bones

The position of the skeleton is not known in regard
to seven graves: grave 5 was partly under the bunga-
low, graves 10 and 48 were located only and not
excavated as they were almost entirely in the next
garden, 49 was found later by a neighbour construct-
ing a garage, no bones remained in 18 and 38, and in
grave & there were fragments only of skull and ribs of
a neonate. The positions of the skeletons in the
previously excavated graves 1—4 were recorded, but
the bones were not available for study. The position
of the skeleton in grave 5 is not known., but the
bones were available. Out of forty-two graves where
the skeleton was sufficiently well-preserved for posi-
tion to be distinguished, thirty-four were supine,
although there was considerable variation in the
disposition of skull, arms and legs, and sometimes
the body was bent at the hips so that the legs were at
an angle with the body. There were thirteen graves
with skull to the left, three recognisable as definitely
male and six female, and sixteen with skull to the
right, seven male and eight female. Three women were

buried with one foot crossed over the other, rwo of

these graves being near together, 14 and 20, but all
three were differently orientated, 14 east-west, 20
north-south and 23 south-north. Five were buried on
the right side: 7, 16, 21, 41 and 45, three male and
two female. A girl of ten was on her left side and
Propped up in a semi-sitting position in grave 27,

Slight displacement of some bones by nesting
animals was evident in grave 42 (Fig 47) where the
cranium had been rolled back while the lower jaw
remained i sitw, and in grave 35 where the articu-
lated fingers and bones of the right hand were some
distance from the wrist. More doubtful, perhaps,
was the position of the skull of the woman in grave
37 (Fig 47), where the articulated skull and mandi-
ble, which were facing right, were lying on the right
shoulder. It would have been a large animal that
could have displaced this amount and there was no
indication that the top part of the body was propped
UP 50 that the skull could have slid down. No
conclusions can be drawn regarding the, perhaps
remote, possibility of deliberate beheading or
mutilation before burial, as the proportion of the
Cemetery excavated was small, but regarding posi-
Uon and associations it may be noted that grave 37
Was near to 35 with similar orientation. both WOImEen
with button brooches, and the female in grave 37 was
buried next to wo children.

The body of the old woman in grave 21 (Fig 45)
was placed in the grave with legs drawn up to the
right, and the right arm sharply bent in a unique
position with the hand on the neck. Perhaps this
illustrates the pain the old lady might have felt from
the arthritis in her vertebrae, and the fusion of two
cervical and two upper thoracic vertebrae (below,
39). According to the bone report, the right clavicle
of the woman aged over forty-five in grave 25 is very
bent, probably the result of an old, healed fracture.
A consequent weakness of the right chest region is
probably shown by the decay of the ribs on the right
while the ribs on the left have survived ( Fig 45). I
was possible to excavate only the skull of the man in
grave 22 (Fig 45), as most of the grave was in the
next garden. On the cranium there were two clear
cuts, one of them circular, so that the possibility of
an intentional trephine operation has been discussed
(below, 64) in respect of one of them.

In each of graves 7 and 45 (Figs 43 and 48) was a
man with a spear, in an unusual position on his right
side with knees drawn up. The bone report shows
that each had a physical disability, 7 with a defective
back and 45 with a defective leg, so thar there may
have been a connection between the warrior's pro-
wess and method of burial. A large proportion of the
people represented by the excavated remains suf-
fered from dental discase or damage to bones by
disease or accident.

The cremations yielded only tiny fragments of
burnt bone, and so little information can be gained
from them that it was only possible to identify sex
with certainty in one cremation, 4.

Identification of sex by examination of the bones was
at variance only three times with identification of sex
by grave goods, as may be seen from Table 11: beads
occurred in graves 12 and 39 but they were judged to
be male on the evidence of the bones by Miss R
Powers and Mr D R Brothwell. Grave 6 contained a
spearhead and knife, but the bones were considered
to be female. In these cases sexing by grave goods is
given preference.

Further small fragments of cremated bone were
examined by Alison Cameron, University of Brad-
ford, from cremations 1, 4, 6, 7. 10, 12. 13. 19, 31,
32, 33, 34, 35 and 46, and this work produced the
following information: 7, middle-aged adult?; 12.
middle-aged adult; 32, ?old adult. These results are
incorporated in Table 11,
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Table 10. Alion Anglo-Saxon cemelery. positions of bones.
abie s i

SUPINE BURIALS

ALTON CHAPTER 3: DISCUSSION

. Grave Other details
Goave. nherdemils = 0 ——
2 skull R, 1{1 a;fz :i:?l:.::: ':I:fl;i el 44 ;:‘:‘I':LR R arm slightly bent, pang i
4 }JIL:;:-II: ['E-t,.c‘.d; a - 46 skull down L, forearms missin
6 skull R, L. arm :-:li.ghtl:ff bent 47 ;kuII‘R? .bmh arms slightly beny, | hang
9 skull R, hands in pelvis n pelvis
1 skull R, L hand in pelvis
12 skull L
, L leg bent )
ti ::EH ﬁ,aﬁdfntﬂa at h;’gps, I. hand in NON-SUPINE BURIALS
Jvis, feet crossed : _
15 flttl;rt: L, arms and legs bent 1 on R 3!dc‘ R arm at side, L am T
17 arms slightly bent 3 on R ::.ldm most destroyed
19 L arm and legs slightly bent 7 on R side, L arm bent across body, by
20 gkull down and R, R arm bent, hands on legs thr "
L pelvis, feet crossed 16 on R side, R arm in front of body, ben 5
22 skull R, incomplete hips _
13 skull L, arms slightly bent, feet crossed 21 on R side, R arm bent with hand o
24 skull L, L arm slightly bent neck, L arm bent with hand midwais;
25 skull L, R forearm across waist both legs bent
26 skull R, R leg slightly bent 27 on L side, in semi-sitting position, L arm
28 skull, L, body bent at hips displaced, R arm bent, legs bent foe
29 skull R, body bent at hips, L. arm bent together
0 disturbed 41 on R side, B arm bent across waist, L
3l most bones missing arm bent, hand in pelvis, legs bem,
iz skull L, body bent L at waist, R forearm crossing at shins
across waist, L. arm slightly bent 45 on R side, skull destroyed, hands crossed
i3 skull R, body bent at hips, arms slightly on pelvis, both legs bent to R
bent
34 skull down L
35 skull down L, R hand between femora )
i6 skull B, R arm slightly bent POSITION NOT ENOWN
37 skull R on R shoulder, body bent at hips,
L forearm across waist, R arm slightly 3 no record _
bent, R leg slightly bent 8 few bone remains
39 skull L, L arm slightly bent, incomplete 10 not excavated
40 skull L, L arm slightly bent 18 no bones
42 R arm slightly bent, cranium displaced 38 no bones
4 skull L, both arms bent and away from 48 not excavated
body : 49 no record
Table 11. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: sex according to grave finds and by analysis of bones.

Bone analysis: sex and age Discrepancy

Emwc Sex by grave finds

; }':: (no bones available)
: ; {(no bones available)
% “ (no bones available)
M -_J (no bones available)
- J-“ ‘riuung person or F
7 M F, c24-27

g Jj 5 M, c24-27

9 ) Newborn baby

o E, Tu ‘

¢ u, 7
\not excavated) {

'xﬁ“ﬂ:—s'ﬂa:'ﬂg"ﬂ'::-na:m;__: ;
2
)

=
=

=] =

]
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Table 11 connnued

SKELETAL POSITIONS, BONE ANALYSIS

Grave Sex by grave finds Bone analysis: sex and age Discrepancy

11 ’F Youth, sex uncertain, 16-18

12 F M, 750 or older

13 ? (no finds) F, c20 =

14 F F, 23 3

15 ?Ju Infant, 2 =

16 M M, 28

17 Ju Ju, 6-7 i

18 ?Infant (no bones or finds)

19 F Infant, 4 =

20 ? (no finds) F, 50 or older =

21 ? F, 50 or older =

72 M (no finds) M, 25 -

23 F F, e35

24 ? Youth, ?M, ¢15 =

25 ? (no finds) F, over 45 s

26 ? M, 16-19 _

27 F, Ju Ju, c10 -

28 Ju (no finds) Infant, ¢18 months

29 Ju Ju, 7-8 =

30 d M, 2530 =

31 Ju (no finds) Ju, ¢4

32 ? (no finds) M, c18 =

33 F F, 50 or older -

34 M M, 20

35 F F, ¢30-35 =

36 N M, c35-40 -

a7 F Youth, sex uncertain, clé

38 Infant (no bones or finds) - —

39 F M, probably over 50 X

40 M M. old =

4] F Youth, 16-17 =

42 M M, £30-35 -

43 F F, over 45 -

44 M *M, over 45

45 M M, adult -

46 ?F, Ju Infant, 3 -

47 F F, ¢35

48 (not excavated) - -

49 ? (a) Ju, 6-8 -
M (b) Adult, ?M

Cl F Adult, F, or possibly vouth -

c2 ? Adult, ?F -

Cc3 {no finds) F or youth

C4 ? M, adult in prime of life -

C5 ? - -

Ca ? Adult =

c7 F Possibly, but not certainly human, ?Ju, -

middle-aged adult

C3 {no finds) ?Adult -

Ccs ? fHuman

Cl10 F Human -

C11 (no finds) ?

12 ? Middle-aged adult =

Cl3 F e

Cl4 ? Adult, *M -

Cl15 (no finds) ?Ju

Cla ? 3 =

C17 {no finds) ? —

C18 (no finds) ?

Cl19 ? 2 =

C20 ? Ju or senile
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Sex by grave finds

Grave
ot . fHuman
c r
(23 Jl- fAadult
C2 ’F \
;25 o finds
: _:h ; Adult
3 o finds J
: 3y 5 Aduli
Cin no finds
il F
32 #
33 I
34 no finds ¢
C35 no finds 4
Ci6-42 (no finds
C43 ao finds rHuman
Ca4-45 ¢
Ca6 » ¢

Age at death (Table 12)

Of the seventeen definite male inhumations, five are
identified onlv as adult, two are over forty-five and
two thirty to forty. There were, however, six who
died in their twenties, and two in their "teens. Few,
therelore, lived to old age. On the other hand, of the
|':|!L'1.'I'| Oor sxteen ri_"]T'J.EII,"-\.
over forty-five, and three between thirty and thirty
five. Two died in their twentes, and three between
sixteen and eighteen. Of the juveniles (Table 13
onc was hiteen vears old, one was ten, four between
six and eight, and six were four or under. Two others.
ol which no bone remained, were juvenile of un
known age but are presumed to be infants as the
graves were only 20t 4in (0.71m} and 2ft 6in (0.76m
The numbers of the sexes were therefore
roughly equal, with the women surviving longer
than the men, and this tallies with the data penerally
available from Anglo-Saxon cemeteries. Judging
trom the number of juveniles and their range of apes,
:.II.I-.:Lt.r.;: one new-born, the children were usually
buned in the same cemetery as the adulrs In some
cemeteres the number of children was substantially
ower, and at Dover and Polhall in Kent there were
0o inlant graves (Evison 1987, 128

ive were over [lty, two

long

s b " - ']
I'he bone lragments Irom the cremations

are less
imlormmative

When considered together with the

evidence -
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Was definitely male and two possibly
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Bone analvsis: scx and age

1 h‘kh'p‘::\.l

Elderly person or syouth

1'[11|'|.|h!'. l'I1.|L'l']'\' PrErsOn or 1.'1.|||h
Elderly adult, #I
Adult, M, rold

mel-‘*!'-. female infant three vears old (grave 4
provided only with a bone bead, possibly a fasie
One infant aged four (grave 19 and all the
children and adolescents were provided with be
knives, erc, as their elders were (graves 9, 1
26, 27,29, 37 and 4]

were as vaned as those ol the adults,

The orientat
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Burial structures

Inhumations

I { s vha e
There was little remarkable about the shap
r

inhumation graves as they were [arly re
usually rounded at both ends. The graves

and small children were small, and the omiy g
exveptional size was the sword grave, H:. I'|!! +

UOne grave, 26 (Fig 46
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Table 12.
INHUMATIONS

Males
Adult
1619 vears
20-30 vears
3040 years
454 years
Females
Young or lemale
16-18 vears
20=30 vears
30-35 vears
45+ wears
50+ vears
Tuvenles
4 years or under
-8 years
1015 vears

CREMATIONS

Adult

#Adult

Male adult

‘Male adult

Female, old

Female, adult or vouth
*Female adult

Female

Female, ?adult

Female ?juvenile or *middle-aged adult

*Female or vouth
?Juvenile

Juvenile or senile
Table |3

Lrave ."'|.|;|;

5 Young person or F
L Mewhorn
g F. 7
11 F, 16-18
15 Infant, 2
17 Ju, 61-7
15 Infant, no bones
!I” F, infant, 4
o4 -"'.-1I cls§
% M, 16-19
: F, Ju, cl0
:3" Infant, ¢}
-4 Ju, 7-8
31 Ju, 4
‘_-: M, 1%
3 F, cl6
38 Infant, no bones
41 F. 16-17
j:" 'F, infant 3
’ Ju, 6-8

Vltom Anplo-Saxon cemetery

AGE AT DEATH, BURIAL STRIN IURES

age ai deatk

Crrave numbers
1, 2, 4, 45, 49
26, 32
6, 7. 16, 22. 3. 34
36, 42
40, 44
Crrave numbers
£5
11, 37, 41
13, 14
23, 35, 47
25, 43
12, 20, 21, 33, 39
Grave numbers
8, 15, 18, 19F), 28, 31.
%F), 17, 29, 49
24(*M), 2T(F)

Cremanon numbers
6, 12, ::1 29
5
4
14, 32
il
|

-

10, 13, 33
24
3
15

3

20, 26, 30

Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: juvemle and adolescemi praves.

Major grave goods

Beads, knife, pursemount, ring
Pin, knife, ring, coins

Knife, ring

Beads, knile

Knife, buckle

KJ’I]II;'

Bucket, spindle whorl, pin, beads, toilet set, knife

Knife

Button brooches, knife, buckle, pins, beads
Pin, beads, knife, key, buckle
Bone bead

#

18, 46(°F)

all prefixed C

COrnientation

L or SE-NW
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Table 14. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemelery.: depth of grave
diee . d 9 .
MALE GRAVES
y - e 42 2 '1
Sword ] E T 45 4 44 |6 7 16
Spear 40
24
Weaponless 30 2%
7
3’2 L 1 _ e
Findless |
FEMALE GRAVES
4 37 14 3512 ey —
Brooch 47 23
No brooch 33 2] 3% o T
Findless 5 _ _ £ [0 B |
JUVENILE GRAVES
I =r—neva
s 17 46 27 199 IE ]
Furnished 20
: ; é
Findless 3l ﬁh_l_ 8 2% 18 15| ==
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 % g
Depth in cm

Graves 1, 3, 4, 5, 39, 48 and 49 — depth unknown.

2in (5cm) and 1ft 10in (0.36m) with one exception,
grave 16, which was 3ft 2in (0.97m) deep, and
contained a sword and the gold-adorned buckle.

Cremations

As the topsoil depth on this site was very shallow
(about 6in or 15em), very little that protruded above
the chalk surface had survived ploughing. The
cremation pits were not dug very deeply, a max-
imum depth of 1ft 2in (35.5cm) being recorded., and
in several cases the remains of a pot base was found
lying on the chalk surface or in 3 very slight hollow.
It is therefore probable that some cremations had
Ewu_n completely eradicared, leaving no trace. Where
a pit was sunk in the chalk the floor was usually flat
and the walls vertical, the shape was almost always
circular, sometimes oval, once arch-shaped (crema-
tion ii.ll.-_, and once sub-rectangular (cremation 31). In
some of the cremations there was no trace of a PO,
but cremated bone in dark, greasy earth occupied
the centre of the pit, surrounded by light brown silt
and chalk fragments, suggesting that the cremarted
remams could have been deposited in a perishable
container such as leather or textile, or simply de-
posited in the middle of the pit. Analysis for phos-
phate, Im-.}--:w.-r (below 67), showed thar the content
Was consistently low, and that there was no
a;:r:rt‘.{.'mhtc difference between the central dark
deposit and the surrounding silt. The pot containing

d debris was sometimes placed on 1op

L'I’. 1.]'|.E d'd.rk. d[:pﬂ‘hi.l d5s IH £ 1 : .

: ; i “ . it T 1 7
ltm]ﬂ'.\,l_:. ] P ‘.!l Crematio
Ih';.'fL" Wwas Unl_‘r‘ one {:rt'ﬂl?d[i”l] L'l.'-.al'l:‘r' Eﬂhsl‘q“f]"

to another, 24 on 23 (Fig 43), but the secondary
group of earlier sherds of a carinated bow! in crema-
tion 4 also suggests one cremation disturbing another.

Cremation 7 (Fig 49). The topsoil in the area of this
cremation was a few inches deeper than usual, as the
hedge had protected it from the plough to a certain
extent, and it contained some sherds and other
fragments. The near-circular pit in the middle had 1
maximum diameter of 1ft S5in (43.2cm), a depth of
%in (22.8cm), and contained cremation debrs,
black, greasy earth and burnt bone, and on t0p &
number of sherds with iron fragments. It was i rn‘-.-
centre of a rectangular structure. A narrow, rounc
bottomed gulley 8-10in (20.3-25.4cm) wide, and
varying from 10in (25.4cm) deep on the north side '.:
3in (7.6¢cm) deep on the cast side, was F“_—'ﬂf';_‘-'*["“ilt'-'l
a circular post-hole at each corner, varying from 3 t'r
14in (22.8 to 35.5cm) deep. In the middle of [:“-'lf’_f‘
side was a deeper slot 1ft 6in (45.7cm) long, of “u';:
the west or inner part was smooth-based _'*"“_‘1.‘ s
(25.4cm) deep, and the eastern half was a lew "L"I'I:I'_
shallower and roughly cut. The cremation “.J.ﬂ lual
fore covered by a structure held by four 5!’?‘?"?2]'..‘
posts, and the slot presumably held a vertica Et g
Ift 6in (45.7cm) by 4in (10cm) thick m the "-I[.;Jr-ic-'
part. There is no evidence “} suggest the mater=
used for the intervening walls, T

The bone fragments are judged in the h!::::nh
report (below 65) to be possibly, but not -.!: i
human. There were calcined fragments r::}l:-ulL and
the centre pit, one being from a thin :  hate
nearby small fragments of calcined long bane.
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sputhwest post-hole was a decayed, urthur_nl. length
of long bone shaft; !tJdctcrnunnm, h}:l if f{l!man
possibly an infant radius, humerus or femur. .I here
were two unburnt fragments of long bone in the
topsoil over the cremation, of which one was un-
doubtedly animal, but the other could have been a
human juvenile fibula. Other fragments of a human
skull over the centre pit, examined later (below 65),
were described as ‘middle-aged aduli?”. The unburnt
bone fragments could have been the scatter from a
nearby, destroyed inhumation, but in the same way
that cremated objects, such as a glass vessel, can end
up mostly melted but with some splintered frag-
ments untouched by fire, some bone fragments
might have escaped unburnt in the collapsing and
tumbling action of the conflagration. If that was the
case here, the thin skull in the centre pit, the
possibly infant radius, humerus or femur in the
southwest post-hole, and the possibly juvenile fibula
might indicate a juvenile cremation. Other bones
could belong to an adult. It may be noted that an
unburnt fragment of long bone was found amongst
the burnt fragments of long bone in cremation 8, and
as all were confined in a pit Ift 4in (40.6cm) in
diameter and 7in (17.8cm) deep, there is little likeli-
hood of intrusion as suggested in the specialist
report, and the unburnt part had also in this case
probably escaped the burning.

Regarding the finds, no date can be assigned to the
pot, which has no surviving form or decoration. The
sherds inside the pit and on the chalk surface beside
it are of fabric 3, and other sherds of fabric 3 in the
north gulley, the west gulley, the south gulley and
the southwest post-hole (Figs 40, C7.1a, i-iii, and
49) could be scattered fragments of the same pot.
Cremation 5 was very close to the west gulley of
cremation 7 and their relationship is not certain, but
it seems likely that cremation 5 was disturbed by
cremation 7. The sherds of the pot in cremation 5 are
of fabric 1, and one sherd of the same fabric in the
north gulley may belong to the same pot. Apart from
abraded Roman sherds, the only other sherds are in
fabric 2 (Fig 40, C7.1b), in the south gulley and the
southeast post-hole, and it may be that they are
plough scatter from cremations 22, 23 or 24, or other
destroyed cremations in the vicinity.

__An iron nail, C7.4 (Fig 40), was in the centre pit.
The other objects immediately above the cremation
PIt in the centre were an iron sheet fragment,
possibly part of a bucket binding, C7.2, and an iron
‘PIn on a ring, C7.2 (Fig 40). In the southwest
post-hole, about 3in (7.6cm) deep, were a bronze
buckle, C7.6 (Fig 40) and a large lump of melted
ron with bronze inclusions, C7.5. In the north
Bulley was a complete melon bead and a fragment of
amber bead, C7.7, 5in (12.7c¢cm) deep, and a flat
bronze fragment, C7.8, 2in {5cm) deep (Fig 40). In
‘hf-' south gulley was the octagonal bronze plate, C7.9
(Fig 40). In the soil immediately above the chalk
level were a melted lump of glass beads, C7.10, an
ron strip, C7.11, a flat bronze perforated fragment,
Hiléifn{f!mi-n} and two E's_‘:l.gmcnfh' of chip-carved

which the decoration of C7.13a denotes the
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fifth century (Fig 40). A bronze f; ragment was just
outside the southwest part of the square (C7.14, Fig
40). A bronze tweezer fragment was 3in (7.6cm)
above the west gulley (C7.15 » Fig 40). As some of the
sherds in this area were not part of the cremation pot
;_md may have come from elsewhere, it must be kept
in mind that the finds in the topsoil above the chalk
Ics{:{] could likewise have been moved here.

I'he only non-Anglo-Saxon object is the octagonal
bronze plate bearing the number XVI, a Roman
theatre ticket. The animal ornament on the buckle
and chip-carved silver fragment, C7. 13a, give a fifth
to carly sixth-century date, and the bead Lypes were
common at this time and confirm the female sex of
the dead person. The slight bone evidence SUgEests a
juvenile and/or a possible adult, and it is a matter for
conjecture whether the burial was of a female infant
or whether it was a mother and infant burial.

Cremations 33 and 45. All the sherds were at or
near the northwest corner of the rectangle where the
hollow for cremation 33 (7in or 17.8cm deep) was cut
through by the west side of the rectangular gulley
(8in or 20.3cm deep; Fig 50). All, except one,
belonged to the same pot, so that the sherds, char-
coal, burnt bone and two iron fragments belong to
cremation 33.

The rectangle had not, like cremation 7, had the
advantage of the protection of the hedge from the
effects of ploughing, and more of the chalk surface
had been skimmed off so that the gulley was very
shallow on the south side. There was no sign of a
central pit, and if there had ever been one, it is
possible thar it had been razed, along with the pot
and the cremated remains. The construction of the
rectangle was not, however, identical to that of
cremation 7 as there were no corner post-holes, nor a
slot in one of the gullies. Instead there were four
stake-holes randomly placed within it, which may
mean that the cremation was placed on a raised
internal structure. As the chalk surface sloped to the
south and west, it is possible that there might have
been other stake-holes there which did not reach the
present chalk surface, or which have been erased by
ploughing.

The south and east gullies were devoid of sherds,
bones and charcoal. The rim sherd (Fig 42, C33.1)
and one dark blue disc bead, in the north gulley and
southwest corner respectively, are probably scatter
from cremation 33. There is therefore nothing,
sherds or objects, associated with the rectangle called
cremation 45, which can indicate its purpose.

Rectangular structures

A similar rectangular structure to cremations 7 and
45 occurred in the cremation-inhumation cemetery
at Spong Hill (Hills er al 1984, 12, Figs 1, 3, plan of
cemetery in folder at back), where it was just
outside, adjacent to and aligned with a Saxon ditch
which, aligned with a late Roman ditch, enclosed the
ring-ditch burials. It cut inhumation 38 (late fifth
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ury) and was cut by several
i at its life .t have been short, but
-repnations, so that its life must oKt
i the riod spanned by the cemetery. It
surrounded nothing but two hFH“‘[[‘;m whnr.']':h[:rrcla-
, , orehiztoric flint flakes. 1here are therc-
duced only prehistoric iere a8,
fore some resemblances (o the Alton rec l_.znt_..h__l..: but
the size, between 6 and T metres long, is consider-
ably larger. . e
Two rectangular siructures werc found by Leth-
hridee (1951, 8) in the cremation cemetery al Lack-
ford. Lirtle is said about these, so his exact words are

century to early sixth cent

within the pe

reported here: ;

‘In the cemetery itself, we excavated the remains
of two small rectangular Romano-British buildings,
which are thought to have been rifled burial vaults.
They were both about 7ft 6in by 8ft 3in (or 2.29m by
2.51m), a similar size to those at Alton, and one was
inside a four-sided ditch. There is no mention of
masonry. and it is impossible to know what i1s meant
by the terms used to describe them, ‘ruins’ and
‘Roman foundation’, which could indicate anything
from worked stones to discoloured earth, but it may
be that they were rectangular gullies like those at
Alton (Lethbridge 1951, plans I and IV).

At Morningthorpe (Norfolk), in an inhumation
and cremation cemetery (unpublished), there was a
cremation surrounded by a square ditch (Miss B
Green, pers comm). At Compton, Apple Down,
West Sussex (Fig 10, site 35), an un-urned cremation
was situated at the centre of a ploughed-down bar-
row with ring ditch, with two subsequent cremations
and two inhumations over the ditch. Although circu-
lar the ditch is comparable in size to the rectangular
structures at Alton (Youngs er al 1984, 242, Fig 8). A
number of four-post structures are also reported at
Compton, Apple Down and it may be that these are
even more similar to the Alton rectangles (Youngs et
al 1985, 202).

In lIn:!lland, cremations in an early Roman cemet-
ery at Gaalse Heide, Schayk, North Brabant, were
surrounded by circular and square ditches and also
by post-holes set in a square (Modderman and [sings
1960- |._.. Afb 3 EI.I‘||,,.1 5: In the cemetery at 'ﬁ"iistcr, [I;L‘
cremation part of the cemetery was separated from
WO square or rt.-c:an =::::n I"I.lb] [hﬂ‘ﬂ‘ S
Es 1967, plan XD). The diF o ritole structures (van
Rl plan XI). I!m. dimensions were fairly near
[].‘]}E;la[h:ui:m;mw.n‘ll“ﬁ from 0.90m by 1.20m to
cremations i|I1 the -Jm a g 5Um by I.4I]r_n. Like the
Roman F'L‘.Iimi !:lhﬁlll-h.h area, they date from the late

Al "v.‘(":li;uni|11 unltm-1 Y foucth to carly hith eLnIury.
of cremation Ifhc; Amongst a variety of other forms
et [ € was one small [’{_‘L‘[;[]]guh!r Pi[‘-
sremation 142, surrounded by a square ditch wi
sides just over Im long. It ;-.ﬁ:“?;“ i o “I[h'
CreMALIONE in cae Wit ; an area of
Es 1964, 72< Lon gra:n:s 137 and 143 (van
however. it {-'Jj U'? the plans (pls LI and LIV),
did. in t'.:h;[ E-L;:U'.'rn cutung 2136 and 137 only. If jt

A fact, inhumation grave 143, he buckle
with triangular plate in 143 would 'Uldiu.;u[L: duLL!]_n
cremati G e = a date lor

nation 142 later than late-sixth 1o seventh century.
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Mauost Lr'lfu!']l];ﬂ!un on these strucqyr
a |'.|_'u_'1_'m .crj:ua?'ﬁt_mn‘ '-.-.]m'c the combinatioy
area unusually well preserved and carefu] exee.
methods produced a great deal of u“t-ulx“:a"f”'-ﬂ:i
Liebenau in north Germany (Cosaclk WF‘EEHIE: At
were hn[h_ Ihitl“ﬂu[jﬂn_nlld cremation 1“l|Fji£;lx.ll- “_"-‘f_t'
as extensive traces of the funeral pyres m-n-:'x...,,.;:
with individual cremations. In some gof Ehw:‘mni
were four p('r:‘.-i*i'l:nh:.‘i, arranged in a h'i-lll'&rr:.. there
tangle, and the fact that the posis lhftnw]vuf TRC-
burnt, but the surrounding fill of the meml;:”
pure ﬁam_t. shows that the posts were erected '-w._-|h
the burning ook place and that they were hlltm:ur.-.
sttw. 1t therefore seems that their funcrign mufﬂ "l;r-l-
been to support the pyre. Similar traces were f.:|.|:_IL.
in the cemetery not far away at Mahndorf '{]rurl-..-d-
1953).

As Ehi:'n_' was a four-post structure in the Sl
gulley of cremation 7 at Alton, it must be considered
whether this explanation of function can be accepted
here. The site had been disturbed and -“u'I:ipv.E-;-.
ploughing more or less to the rock chalk level, oql
an occasional inch or two surviving above that Jeve],
MNowhere did the chalk or any of the remaining layer
above it show any sign of extensive burning, Bum
material was confined solely to urns or crematioe
pits. It was the same in the area above and around
the square cremation 7, although here an additions
inch or two survived above, as protection from
ploughing had been afforded by the hedge which ran
over the top. Neither were there traces of burning in
the post-holes and slots which were filled with brows
earth mixed with small chalk lumps, vet containing
sherds from the cremation pot and remains of cre-
mated objects. The structure, therefore, was erected
for some other purpose, possibly as a tomb w
contain the remains from the funeral pyre which had
been burned elsewhere. The rectangle, cremation 4%,
was also devoid of traces of burning. There were no
post-holes in the corner of the rectangular structure,
but there were four stake-holes remaining within the
rectangle,

Square structures in cremation cemetencs ar
therefore known in the late Roman and early Anglo-
Saxon period both in this country and in Holland
and Germany, and also as late as the seventh century
in Holland. Without the combination of exceptional
ly good preservation and careful excavation, & &
Liebenau, their function cannot be deduced Wi
certainty.
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giving a straight edge to the cemetery hm.]_ndar}' (Fig
55). There were also areas devoid of burials by the
E‘;.U houses west of grave | and northeast of grave 13,
so that these also were probable limits. The occurr-
enice of grave 5 at the front of one of the houses,
however, and unassociated finds in the front garden
of the house to the east indicate a probable spread
northwards.

The possibility suggests itself that the line of the
hedge, which appears on the six-inch Ordnance
Survey map drawn between 1858 and 1873, may
have some relevance. It happens that it passes
through the middle of the square of cremation 7.
parallel to two sides, and through cremation 14. Two
of the three nearest west—east graves, 11 and 17,
were at right angles to it, and two of the nearest
cremations, 28 and 39, were equidistant from ir.

[t may be noted that there were no cremations in

the northwest area, the most northerly cremation in
the western sector being the disturbed bone and pot
fragments called cremation 43, found in inhumation
40. It has been noted that, as graves in the west
tended to be shallower {above 32, possibly more of
the chalk surface had been lost there by ploughing.
If so0, this might have disposed of some cremations,
but it is likely that there were no cremations in the
northwest area because very few sherds were found
in grave fills there (Fig 55), amounting only to a
single sherd each of fabric 3 in graves 41, 38, 26 and
27. A line drawn from grave 40 to cremation 9 in the
east is at an angle of about 81° from True North (Fig
33), an angle comparable to that of 76.5° specified at
Urpington by three post-holes which gave a line
dividing the cremation and non-cremation area,
although in that cemetery the inhumations plus
cremations were north of that line, and inhumations
only south of it. Possible cemetery dividing lines at a
similar angle have been noted also at Dover, Bergh
Apton and possibly Holborough, Kent (Evison
1987, 152-168). Whether these are coincidences or
of some significance may be elucidated by the pub-
lication of further well-recorded cemeteries.

Cemetery-plan grouping

There was a certain amount of grouping of male
Braves with weapons, for of the four sword graves,
three were fairly close together, 1, 2 and 16, and
three spear Braves were also nearby, graves 4, 6 and
7. Of these, the two graves 2 (southwest—northeast)
and 6 (west—east ) were early and the south-north
Braves 1, 4, 7 and 16 were north of these two graves
and belong to a later date, early seventh century.
The males in graves 34 and 36 are said to be possibly
related 1 each other because of dental similarities,
and relationship for the same reason is possible
*tWeen the woman in grave 14 and the male adult in
STave 49 (below 63). In the western sector, a sword
EBrave, 42 had twao spear graves immediately beside it,
40 and 44, The other three spear graves, 34, 36 and 45,
were close together in the northwest corner and these
Braves were orientated roughly southwest—northeast.

CEMETERY PLAN, GRAVE CLASSIFICATION
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Well-furnished women's graves show some sign of
clustering, as 41, 37. 47, 35 and 39 were near
together. There were rwo brooch inhumations only
in the southeast area, 12 and 14. Cremations were
confined to the southeast area, one cremation being
identified as male and two possibly male, There were
no male inhumations southeast of graves 2-16. Four
other brooch graves were found in the western
sector, three of them near to each other, 35, 37 and
47. The two button brooch Braves (35 and 37) were
in close proximity to each other, but the saucer
brooch graves were widely separated.

Judging from the positioning of graves there were
no distinctive couplings of male and female graves,
but if connected, the pairs 4345 and 41-42 would
be chronologically compatible. None of the sword
graves were accompanied by the grave of a rich,
brooch-wearing woman who might be regarded as
the spouse. This is no doubt partially due to the
small size of the area excavated. Grave 16, however,
with its sword and gold buckle. was surrounded by
cremations, any of which might represent the
appropriate wife.

Children's inhumations were distributed berween
the male and female graves, except in the southwest
area where there were no children’s graves, and there
are three pairs of child graves side by side; 28-79,
3846 and 89,

So few cremations can be sexed or dated that no
meaningful grouping can be distinguished. There is,
however, some discernible connection between
cremation and inhumation. Whether or not the
rectangle C45 was a cremation, it was clearly related
to graves 23 and 24 which were close to. and aligned
with, it. The cremation 2 appears to have been
carefully placed in relation 1o graves 8 and 9 as, in a
similar pattern, were cremations 10 and 11 in rela-
tion to grave 14. This could be illusory, however, if
the cremations were unmarked and the juxtaposition
accidental. Alignment of three or more cremations
was probably also accidental as seen in the groups
1-2-36, 11-12-13, 3-6-14, 5-7-22-24-23 and 38—
18-34-294],

Graves classed according to grave goods
(Table 15)

Amongst male graves, a sword occurred in four 1,
2, 16 and 42 — and a large knife or seax was found in
grave 4. Eight graves had no sword or seax bur were
furnished with a spear (6, 7, 34, 36, 40, 44. 45 and
49), two males had no weapons (26 and 30), and
there were no possessions in one grave, 32 (Table
15). Amongst the women, seven possessed brooches
(12, 14, 23, 35, 37, 43 and 47), five others were
buried with some grave goods (11, 21, 33, 39 and
41}, and three had none (13, 20 and 25). A possible
pattern is suggested by the fact that, of the seven
brooch-wearing women, five were aged between
twenty-three and over forty-five, with one uh.?ut
sixteen and one over fifty. OFf the five women u:':th
possessions but no brooches, three were over fifty
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and two were [eenagers. The pattern might therefore
be connected with married status.

All the children W . ) a hall
and fifteen years old were provided with possessions

in the grave (9 17, 19, 24, 27 and 29), but six
younger children, from a new-born to a four-year-
old, were buried without grave goods. One excep-
tion, an infant three years old (grave 46), had one
hone bead at the neck, but this might be regarded as
a practical garment fastener, or a good luck charm,
rather than a personal possession.

The children’s graves were close by other graves,
with which they were presumably associated, for
example, 46 and 38 by the female grave 37. The
grave of an eighteen-year-old youth without grave
goods (32) may have been related to the nearby male
in grave 22 (only partally excavated), who presum-
ably suffered death following sword cuts on his
skull. As far as can be judged from the part of the
cemetery plan recovered, the three unfurnished
female graves 13, 20 and 25 were located on the outer
limits of the burial area. This arrangement SUggests a
possible slave status for these women. Grave 25
belonged 1o a crippled old lady (above 29 and 60
below).

ALTON CHAFTER 3: DISCUSSION

ho were between six and a half

Orientation (Tables 16 and 17 Fi
s g 9}
The plan (Fig 57) shows that the inhumati
were orientated in a number of djf'[cmn?:;.
A total of fourteen (graves 3, 6, 8, 9. | Irtl'l,l"m"
22, 25, 30, 35, 37 and 41) was :wiu‘n”' ]i! I,
west—east direction (Fig 57), between f;rz'.]’.n[m 3
Possibly to be included with the wes¢ d.nq‘]f-'s
but in a slightly more nnrl_hwesl—wllt.]'Lea:h:J,'EMﬁ'
(113°-120.5%), were five or six graves ( |J,'13¢lrc".";"f'
and 46), the sixth being uncertain as Rf'-d:.'u 3~ Bn
small, infant-size grave without bone I'<‘1T|?§:
that it is not known at which end the h:l.Tl %0
placed, but on the analogy of nearhy ,.‘.;.I;ald,“'].‘
graves 28, 29 and 46 a similar northwest—s =
direction 15 most likely, '
A comparable number of graves 10 those ki
west—east were positioned in a ““‘-Ilh—lwn;ﬂ di.r-r..?
tion, for fourteen or fifteen graves were between ;r:
and 30°, the uncertainty of the fifteenth grave |h
being due to the fact that it was a small grave without
bones. _II should be noted that there was a I-‘f-m:d.;:.
able difference between the angles of the \'J.'|‘|_|[='|.-
north graves in the western sector, u,-hi;ﬁ u-,;-t
between 10° and 307, and those in the eastern 5.,-._-[,;;_

on Eraves

Wis g

b

Table 15. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: graves classed by grave goods.

MALE
':11.1.'urd Spear only Weaponless Findless
1 {adult) 6 (c24-27) 26 (16-19 (c18}
; ) | ) L J 32 (elf)
2 (adult) 7 (c24-27) 30 (25-30) 3
#seax 4 (adult) 34 (20)
16 (c28) 36 (e35-40)
42 (30-35) 40 (old)
44 45+
45 (adulr)
49 (adult)
FEMALE =
H e, . 4
rooch ~ No brooch, furnished Findless
‘li 1f};; ) 11 (16-18) 13 (c20)
23 (c35) 2 0 20 (50+)
T ) 25 (45+)
37 (cl6) 7 &
43 (45.4) 41 (16-17)
47 (35)
JUVENILE {up o 15) . ] = i k]
= Furnished Findless

FET
17 (61-7)
19 (F.4)
24 (?M, ¢15)
27 (F, cl10)
29 (7-8)

— = . - 45 l:'l‘ _:p._:

Ages (in brackets) are

# (neonate)

15 (2)

18 (?infant)

28 (c18 months)
32 {cd)

38 (?infant)

I years unless otherwise indicared.
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which were mainly between 347° and 9.5°. There
Wwas a group of five to seven deviants (five in the
western  sector), buried in a more southwest—
northeast direction, between ¢41° and 63.5° (42, 44,
43, 47 and 48). The uncertainty about two in the
tastern sector is due to the fact that they were
?hscm'm:d before the excavation, and their direction
15 approximate, These southwest—northeast graves
could be related 1o either the south-north or the
West—east group.

Completely at variance with the majority of
eraves, which were confined within the degrees of
MT-120.5°, there were some in  diametrically
Upposed directions. In four (or five) graves the head
had been placed at the north end of a north—south
grave, 173.5°-197° (graves 15, 20, 27, 31 and poss-

Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: grave orientation.

ibly 18), and there were also two or three east—west
graves between 255° and 294.5° (graves 14, 43 and
possibly 38).

The only ancient features on the site which may
have had an effect on orientation were the square and
rectangular structures of cremations 7 and 45. There
were no graves near 1o, or obviously aligned with,
the cremation 7 square, but two west—¢ast graves not
far away lay at the same angle (graves 11 and 17).
These were further away, however, than the wo
graves 12 and 14 at different angles, and also further
away than the cluster of cremanons (3, 4, 3, 6, 12,
13, 14, 15,17, 19, 20, 22, 23 and 24). With regard 1o
the rectangle of cremation 45, however, there were
two south-north graves, 23 and 24, beside it on the
same alignment. A little further away were graves 32
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Table I7. ’ -
tioms from True North, in grave order,

Grave Orientation
1 £9.5°
2 chd’
3 cl108
4 5
5 ¢4
(i) 84.5°
7 155°
8 BR
9 85.5
10 £95.5
11 95.5
12 7R.5
13 113
14 294
15 182°
16 355
17 94.5°
18 16° or 196°
19 348.5
20 197
21 347
22 e72
23 12°
2 19
25 107.5°
26 113.5°
27 190, 5°
28 120.5°
29 116
10 86, 5"
3l 173.5
32 25
33 o
14 3
35 106.5°
36 22.5¢
37 97
33 114.5% or 294.5
19 27
40 10
41 B2°
42 63
43 255
44 470
45 47.5
46 113
47 61l
4%

ch3.5

lurnished with beads, buckle, bucket, erc. The one

adult buried in 4 north-south direction was in grave

E[t'i_-“;ﬂmi;!-l of fifty or over, who was buried without

in an !,:Jm:. 2 :”. the edge of the cemetery, apparently

R s nmarked Brave, as a cremation was later
Posited on top of ir.

The Eraves in a northwest—southeast direction had

I hin ¢ .
nuch in common, s three were together in the west:
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2:(1, 28 and 29, with 38 and 46 together not far away,
Grave 13 was in the castern part. The occupants of
graves 28, 38 and 46 were infants, grave 29 a child of
seven 1o eight, in 26 an adolescent sixteen to nine-
teen, and in 13 a female of abour 20. The only
accompanying objects were a knife in 26 and 29, and
one bone bead in 46.

The preponderant directions. therefore, for these
Anglo-Saxon men and WOmen were west—east and
south-north. It appears thar the other directions,
casi-west, north-south and northwest -southeast
were accorded to people who had not attained a
fully-fledged male or female status in the commun-
ity, that is, infants, children and adolescents, non-
local women and women without possessions
(#slaves).

No such distinction can be traced in the
southwest-northeast graves, however. The direction
southwest-northeast lies between the two main
directions, south-north and west—east, the burials so
aligned were all of adults, and the grave contents
do not appear to be different from the contents of
the graves in the main directions. It may be that
l]_n:jv should not be regarded as a separate orienta-
ton, but simply as an extension of one of those
directions.

Chronology (Tables 18 and 19)

As only two separate sections of this cemetery have
been excavated, the evidence for chronology 1s
necessarily scrappy. Nevertheless, even within these
limited areas, the stratification gives valuable indica-
tions of relative dates as may be seen from the
following:

Grave 4, south-north, was later than grave 3,

WeESs[-cast

Grave 16, south-north, was later than cremation

46

Grave 19, south-north, was later than cremation

27

Grave 23, south-north, was later than cremation

2

Grave 40, south-north, was later than cremation

43

Cremation 38 was later than grave 15, north-south

Cremation 31 was later than grave 20, north-south

Cremation 44 was later than grave 2, southwesi—

northeast

Cremation 24 was later than cremation 23

Cremation 45 was later than cremation 33.
There were also some graves with more than one
Anglo-Saxon sherd in the fill, indicating a possible
disturbed cremation: graves 6 west—east, 14 eas—
west and 18 north—south. Only one grave cut another
grave: grave 4 (south—north) cut grave 3 (west—east).
Four graves definitely cut a cremation, and each was
a south-north grave: 16, 19, 23 and 40. Three
cremations cut a grave: grave 15 (infant, two vears,
without grave goods, north-south), grave 20
{female, fifty or older, without grave goods, north-
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: ave 2 (male. with sword eic, southwest—
south), grave 2 (ma . .t a cremation: crema-
wer), Two cremations cut a cremation:
r!_nrihl;.h[ : o eclaid cremation 23, and the
tion 24 (female) overlaid crem -remation 33
w of cremation 45 cut cremalon 2
rectangular gulley ol cren ] s . gullev
(female). The exact relationship of the square gu :
remation 7 and cremation 5 was not discernible,
15!'1_1'1..,11]?“!0” A R TR [l g at both of the
and it is no doubt coincidental that bo it
square cremation gulleys u_['l_f‘.ﬂ.".llft:d to “.“.[J -’in S “-_
cremation near the northwest corner. The e
ence of earlier sherds in cremation 4 HUIII{'-'-"[J A
possible disturbed cremation. Where one h“"=_l] 8-
turbed another it is generally to be presumed that the
first burial was unmarked, or that the marking had
been lost because the intervening period was a long
one.

When summed up, this presents a regular pattern:
as a south-north grave cuts a wesi—€ast grave, It
sugpests that the first orientation used in the cemet-
ery was west—cast. In fact, neither grave nor crema-
tion was clearly cut by a west-east grave, which
suggests it may have been the earliest form of burial.
It must be noted, however, that the odd sherd
groups in graves 6 (west—east), 14 (east—west) and 18
(north-south or south-north), and single sherds in
others, could be indications of disturbed cremations,
although they have not been allocated numbers in
the cremation series. Four south-north graves cut-
ting cremations show that the south-north orienta-
tion was later than at least some of the cremations. In
fact, the only graves which cut another burial were in
a south-north orientation. In the case of the three
cremations which were subsequent to a grave, two of
the graves, 15 and 20, were in the unusoal north-
south direction, one an infant and one an old
woman, both without grave finds, and the third,
grave 2 was in a southwest-northeast direction. No
cremation or grave, therefore, was stratigraphically
subsequent to a south-north grave. One, and poss-
ibly both, of the square-gullied cremations were later
than simple pot cremations. There were some crema-
tons which probably had disturbed another cTema-
tion as they included sherds of a different fabric
.-l_-rcmaum_'l 4 and cremation 11), if it was not a matter
of collection of material from a re-used pyre site
“:.hu.-|-!1:~'[1|| retained fragments of an earlier crema-
tion. The sequence was, therefore, west—east graves
:md_ nur1h—z-;uu_1h Braves, pot cremations, square-
gullied cremations, south-north graves, no doubt
with overlaps.

Within the limitations o
possible 1o estimate the
period of use. There w,

[ the excavated area it is
sequence of burials and
» : e Were no coin-dated graves ro
F{n“ ide a firm has:l.l; for chronology, and the few
d.um.dn coins I1:i'.'r;-_hl1lu chronological value, for their
“:}L‘; 1{:! |51g¢huh_x-101la]y have no direct relevance to
e dates of the Germanic graves in whic YW

it Braves in which they were

2 .I ];’ch_.u.urc 4 number of other Roman objects in

€ bunials. Although no structural traces of
Roman period were met with in the areg ¢
few Roman period sherds and
t_hc topsoil, so that use of th
likely 10 haye

the
I Xcavated, a
objects were found in
e land at that time is

been nearer this hill site than the

ALTOM CHAPTER 3: DISCUSSION

Roman settlement so far identified only in the «
Apart from the ahmgi:_:d sherds foungd sk c{ Latl_.hv_'._
Roman pot was used for Cremation 44, As Ih_"l{!&m_u_
to have been found in the fill of graye 7. Y m“ 15 sajg
been deposited later by a new A“Ehl—ﬁammw ?La'.'u_-
and 5o cannot have been an isolaged "-'r'-:TI'l.E[i oW ner,
Roman period. The other Roman on of

: objects in bursy,
are all small articles, probably mainly i Mirigly

bronze ‘theatre ticket C7.9; coins l].gﬁkr;'-u
#C7.12; bronze pin C24.4; twisted bronge ring 413
' =y d

bronze key 41.5; scabbard mount 27.4; terrer
bronze discs 11.6 and 41.6; and fragmen; of
bottle neck 14.4. In addition, there
Roman objects in the topsoil: cain U
ment of brass flask U13, lead weight
dome-headed river U15.

It h_.'u;. quite reasonably been argued thy obieess
manufactured during the Roman period coylg Wt
in Anglo-Saxon graves of any date, but it is, ip fact,
true l]l;![ many tend to occur in the earliest grayes
and so indicate contact, friendly or otherwise, iy
the established Romano-British residents, Ay Alton
they did not occur at all in the latest graves, which
were orientated south-north. There was 3 Roman
cremation pot (C44.1) subsequent 1o a southwest
northeast inhumation (2), but this grave belongs 1o
the early group. A Roman glass bottle neck fragmen
(14.4) was in a grave with a pair of quoit brooches of
the fifth century. Other Roman objects (11.3, 6 and
7527.4,30.2 and 41.3, 5 and 6) were in graves which
contained only simple objects like knife, buckle and
beads which are not precisely datable but which
would not have been out of place in the fifth century
The orientations of these graves were west—east (one
east—west) and north-south, that is, amongst the
earliest. The cremations with Roman objects, crema-
tion 7 and cremation 24, belong to the late fifth or
early sixth century.

It is fortunate that careful cleaning of a burm
bronze fragment (C2.2) has enabled it to be iden-
tified as part of a late Roman strapend, a type found
in early fifth-century contexts on the Continent and
in this country associated with other military belt
equipment and weapons. The bronze rectangular
tubular fragment found with it was probably also
belt equipment of like date.

Brooches are useful items in establishing date, but
even here precision is not possible and opmions
differ. Some of the brooches are types which began
in the fifth century but which are also found in
contexts of the sixth century. The earlier date
confirmed for some by the other contents of the
grave, and in this way graves 14 (easi-wesl, with
quoit brooches), 35 (west—east) and 37 (west-¢&lh
with button brooches) may be regarded as belonging
to the fifth century, with grave 43 (easi—wesl, -1.'1[:1.
small long brooches) belonging to the fifth or c.ir.|.!-
sixth. Cremation |, with five spiral saucer hm""h'_'s'
belongs to the early fifth century. The sic®
brooches from graves 12, 23 and 47 are all{hdl'-lh
here to phase 1 or 2, and the square-headed h“’.ﬂ_"lh

of cremation 31 belongs to the first half of the X
century.
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Table 18. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: chronology of grave orvientations, cremations and rectangular features

::LEL: g o7 e SW-NE S-N Crem Rect
Phase 1 T I T T T T

475 — + L
Phase 2 l l l l

525 _
Phase 3

6{“} -
Phase 4

650

In regard to the male graves, four of the shield
bosses had broad flanges with disc-headed rivets, 49
was an accidental find with the orientation not noted,
but the other three (2, 42 and 45) were orientated
southwest—northeast. Grave 45 must belong to the
fifth century and the other two, 2 and 42, to the late
fifth — early sixth century. At Dover, shield bosses
made a late appearance in the life of the cemetery
and five out of six bosses with disc-headed rivets
belonged to phase 3, AD 575-625. The other three
shield bosses at Alton, 1.4a, 4.3a and 16.7a, have
narrow flanges with knob-headed rivets, all were in
south-north graves, and 16.7a has a tall cone shape
which began in the seventh century. The shield
bosses with knob-headed rivets at Dover all be-
longed to phase 4, 625-650, so that at Alton they are
allocated ro phase 4, here 600-650.

The most useful item for chronological purposes is
the jewelled buckle in grave 16 which belongs to a
Kentish series of the late sixth to seventh century. It
!‘shu'-'njﬁ wear and has been mended at least twice, and
50 gives an approximate, late date to this south-
north grave. Other buckles with distinctive long
plates backed by horn or bone were found in graves 2
and 41, and analagous buckle plates have not occur-
red later than the early sixth century. The small
bronze buckle with long, narrow plate 34.3 goes
back to the first half of the fifth century. Other
buckles (in graves 7. 23, 27, 33, 47 and 49) have
rectangular plates and unornamented tongues, show-
Ing none of the characteristics of later sixth-century
buckles. ’

A considerable amount of pottery results from the
use of cremation urns, but none of it may be dated
later than the beginning of the sixth century, and the
detectable outside limits of the cremation period are
Eﬂ'f’“ﬂllt?d by the carinated bowls of fabric 4 which
dcr;—dm{:}ﬂ}' in use about AD 400, and the shoul-
heih ;;wllh C31.1 found with a square-headed

 the early sixth century.
El‘r"::g?tﬁ]‘t?g In.t?_l.lm}l'liuns, consideration must be
chrtiiolr. \rl [p-l!hmhlllt}' that orientation is related to
l‘ritntat|§ﬁl L h%S h}.‘en noted above (41) that three
o l'uI]y.ﬂSﬁwerL reserved for lnd]\.’ldl!i.llﬁ who were
tdged members of the society: 1ifants,

L‘}!ildrcn, adolescents, non-local women and women
without possessions (?slaves). One of these orienta-
tions was northwest—southeast, but there are so few
finds in these five (Por six) graves, and those not
distinctive, that no positive date can be assigned to
them. The same applies to the four (or five) north-
south graves, with the exception of grave 27, which
most likely belongs to phase 1. It is possible that the
other four are of the same date, for 31 was close to
27, on the other side of 34 which belongs to phase 1.
The position is not so clear cut with regard to graves
15 and 18 (?north-south), which were either side of
the late south-north grave 16 and an unfurnished
northwest—southeast grave, 13. Grave 20 had no
relationship with other graves. Of the two definite
east—west graves, 14 belongs to phase 1, and 43 o
phase 1-2.

All the datable graves in a west—east direction
appear to belong o phase 1, unless 6, 9 and 12 (with
its seven-spiral saucer brooches allocated to phase 1
or 2) might possibly belong to phase 2. The graves in
a southwest—northeast direction belong to phase 1 or
2, as do some of the graves in a south-north direc-
tion, with the exception of the four orientated be-
tween 355% and 10° which belong to phase 4, as grave
39, ¢27°, probably does. Graves 24, 23, 32 and i3
were the nearest graves to the rectangle C45 and
were aligned with it, but whether they were earlier or
later than C45 is not known.

Stratification does not add a great deal of fresh
dating evidence, but where the features concerned
can be dated by other means the chronology is
confirmed by the stratification. Cremation 32 was
contained in a large pot decorated with long slashed
bosses and circular bosses, that is a Buckelurne of the
fifth century, and was cut by grave 23 (south-north)
which contained a pair of large saucer brooches.
Grave 4 (south-north) with a late shield huf:.\f cut
grave 3 which contained an early p«:dcs[_ﬂl pot. Three
other south-north graves cut a cremation, of which
the pot of cremation 46 had a rosette stamp, cremi-
tion 43 was not distinctive and cremation 27 con-
tained a miniature toilet set, so that all available
indications are of the ffth century. T..‘nt'urpmhcd
cremation 38 cut inhumation 15, so suggestng an
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th-south grave, and cremation

31 with its square-headed hru_uuh_dnu:. much the
same for the north-south unfurnished gmx\-c H?‘
which it cuts. Cremation 44 (in the Roman pol) must
have been deposited later than the southwest—
northeast grave 2 of phase 1-1. The stamped pot of
cremation 24 is a little later than the ht:s;-;mi pot
cremation 23 below it. The square feature of crema-
tion 45, and probably of cremation 7 also, cut an
earlier cremation. There were no datable associa-
tions in the cremation 45 complex, and the ]I‘Jl.J.]l.'il-
tions of the date of cremation 7 are vague or loose in
association, so that it could belong to phase 1 or 2.
The buckle in the southwest post-hole (C7.6) might
be an early sixth-century product, but the chip-
carved scroll-work of the silver fragment (C7.13a)
denotes the fifth century. Neither of the pot remains
of cremation 5 or cremation 33 have datable fea-
tures,

The earliest date in the cemetery is therefore to be
allocated to cremation 2, the sherds C4.1b and
sherds in the fill of grave 6 which must belong to the
first third of the fifth century. Most of the material in
the cemetery can be dated to between AD 425 and
525, and some of the south-north graves to the first
half of the seventh century. There was therefore a
gap without burials between 525 and 600, unless it
proves possible 1o allocate the large saucer brooches
to this period (as found in graves 12, 23 and 47). No
useful conclusion regarding a break in continuity of
occupation can be drawn however, as only part of the
cemetery has been excavated and burials of this
period may have been located in another part.

early date for this nor

Table 19. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: praves and
cremations allocated to phases.

Phase Grave numbers

1 31,H~H,15.2U,2T, 30, 34, 35, 37, 41, 45,
Cl, C2, C4, C5, C23, C26, C32, C33, Cd6

lor2 2,6,7,9,212, 19, 33, 36, 42, 43, 44
5 6,7, 9, 212, 19, 33, 36, 42, 43, 44, 49,
C7, C12, C14, C16, C19, C20, C27, C45

2 23, 47
C24, C31, C44

4 L4, 16, 39, 40

Insufficient dating evidence f

or graves numbered 5
4; |¢;E134.3|?£31::,2L22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 29. 3] 35
8, 46, 48, C3, C6, C8, €9, C10, C13. OIS, 15
€21, €22, €25, €28, €29, C30, C34, €3¢, C36, Cay
38, €39, C40, C41, C42 and 43, " 2 20
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Early Anglo-Saxon Alton

The place-name of Alton reflects irs
position as it consists of two elements, O
stream or the source of a stream’ 4
enclosure, farmstead, estate or village® (5
7; Smith 1956b, 188-99). The source of the We
situated in the valley, west-northwest of the b_lU_r -
the present scitlement. The position of :\]lunlt_f'[_
rather isolated in the early Saxon period Iil_jr'-'i.h
below 50), distanced as it was from the c'““ﬁr&. 0,
the nearest settlers in the Winchester ares. f[.nm ”'_:[
Meonware and south Saxons in the sourh and ||-,L:
upper Thames area and Surrey settlers in Eh.; .,u.[:
and east. The reason for light settlement ip the u:a‘rl:.I
stages was probably that the area was heavih
wooded, the wide forest of Andredesweald extend; pt_.
from Kent as far west as the river Priver :flan-;-r
1973). Alton’s position at the source of the Wey, 5
tributary :;j‘.lhg Thames, SUggesls connections :rffh._-
direction of that river. _I,L'L't.'ly traffic between 1hi
area and London in the tourth century is clear from
the large percentage of pottery found in London
which came from kilns sited between Neatham ang
Farnham (Graham and Millet 1980, 16), and such
wares could have been cheaply transported along the
River Wey. As to land communication, Alton is »
short distance to the south of the long, prehistoric
wesl—east [rackwu}' uunnccljng the southwest of the
country with the English Channel near Folkestone,
A few miles to the east of Alton the south-north
Roman road from Chichester to Silchester passed
through Neatham (?Vindomis), where it was also
crossed by a Roman road of west—east direction, no
doubt connecting westwards with Winchester
through Alton (Rivet 1970, 60-1, Fig 17; Millen
1975, 213-14, Fig 2; Biddle 1976, Fig 1) and
eastwards from MNeatham towards London.

As the ritual in the cemetery was about equally
divided between inhumation and cremation (Alton is
wrongly shown as a predominantly inhumation
cemetery in OS 1966), comparisons may be made
with the cemeteries in fairly close range at Andover
and King’s Worthy (Hampshire), and when evi-
dence from these two sites is publicly available no
doubt many points of contact will emerge. A small
number of Roman objects mingled with Saxon pos-
sessions indicate some sort of contact with the
Romano-British population, but there is no concen-
tration of such objects in a single grave or a marked
difference of ritual to suggest that any occupant was
a Romano-Briton.

The intensive study of the late Roman cemetery it
Lankhills just outside the Roman town of Venld
Belgarum (Winchester) has brought to light "‘":
graves which, because of their grave r11u:i|1 and
contents, may be regarded as belonging to Sax0i
administrative officials or military officers and ther
relatives who were buried between about AD Lt
and 410 (Clarke 1979, 389ff). It was thought that
there was a gap of fifty years or more between U
presence of the Anglo-Saxons in walled places E.lkf
Winchester and Portchester and in the earlies
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cemeteries in the x-:llrrﬂlillf-i'"?i-'.l cu!mlr}'hidc ili.iddlc
1976, 328). Although only part of the Alton ceme-

- has been excavated, it has produced enough
[Ln-u;h and pottery evidence to show that there is no
;:;:rfcjuhic gap here, for the very earliest settlers
ohviously arrived at the beginning of the fifth cen-
wury, men and women hr:r_tuillg with them ".m"il.'
work and pottery from the Saxon area on the Conti-
nent between the _muu!h.“- of the Elbe and _"h.‘l.r’q:gur,
together with the luqcrnl customs of cremation and
west—cast burial. This was 1|1curl_v a century before
the first settlement of West Saxons mentioned by the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, .'md‘_ _whalrcvcr tl_mr rela-
tionship with the Romano-British population, their
hurial customs were Germanic and their possessions
were almost exclusively Germanic. Nor is cremation
2, with its strapend of a type normal on a military
belt, a unique occurrence in the area, for a fully-
furnished inhumation burial with a similar strapend,
1 hronze tubular terminal for a military belt, a sword
and spear were found recently not far away in a
cemetery at Itchen Abbas. This type of strapend
pceurs predominantly in the Saxon area between the
mouths of the Elbe and Weser. Besides Itchen Abbas
in the west (Fig 10.5), a late Roman strapend was
also found at Compton (Fig 10.35) to the south, and
buckles of similar date elsewhere in Hampshire a1
Droxford (Fig 10.2), Andover (Fig 10.34) and
Worthy Park (Fig 10.38). Other early fifth-century
objects were found in this area, including glass
cones and spears at Guildown, a button brooch
at Silchester, and an applied brooch at Portchester
(Hampshire). There were, therefore, early fifth-
century settlements throughout the whole area.
The cemetery at Alton continued in use during
the fifth and early sixth century without a break,
the pottery and metalwork continuing in Saxon
styles.

If the saucer and button brooches can be regarded
a a guarantee of the Saxon nationality of their
OWners, 1L is interesting to note that they range in
d_atc at Alton from at least 425 to 525, during which
time they are found in association with a variety of
methods of burial, the earliest in a cremation and
wesl—east graves and the later ones in south—north
and southwest—northeast graves. Nevertheless there
were two women with different types of brooches
who were regarded as foreigners and given a burial
with a reverse orientation. One of them had
connection with the Cambridge area, and the
Other was wearing quoit brooches common to areas
E“ the Thames and to the south where the quoit

rooch style was in fashion: Kent, Sussex, the
Upper Thames and Mucking on the north bank in
Essex,

.1I1lu§:|,m;;]b:';lth5 LUPIEMH1 the only definite trace at
hﬂ\“.:n:h. “ﬂ; 0 d[ .L.J-'?"'-‘Uplt..' l:mlnl.".'[u-.j_ with quoit
beey lhé Ge pro ULIH and they may, indeed, ha'-'ul
the Th; .Flmumj, .'FH_HI'IlL.‘ whn_wcr:: settled snu_l;h ol

dmes at the invitation of the Romano-Britons
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in the first place. The length of this period of
controlled settlement cannot be calcul:
and {hl-‘11‘lul'j3| customs were [rom

purely Germanic. Also, the forms, techniques and
designs of the metalwork are most closely connected
with northern France, and the quoit brooch style is
found almost l..‘Hi:ILJ‘;:i'I.-'{:]}' in this country in G‘:”-II]&“L:
graves, and not at all in ‘the Romanized towns, villas
and 'l.'lllagc.':' of the Kentish countryside’ (Myres
1986, 113; Evison 1965, 46-78; Evison 1968). Traces
ol Romano-Britons therefore remain elusive.

A square-headed brooch bears witness to a con-
nection with Kent in the early sixth century, and a
Kentish buckle was deposited with a swordsman of
the early seventh century. This buckle. in grave 16,
belongs to a group of buckles found in sword graves,
and the other four, which are in the category of the
!argcsﬂ and most opulent of the buckle tvpe, were all
in sword graves of great importance. The well-
furnished grave at Taplow is generally regarded as a
princely grave; the extra large Crundale buckle was
probably found with a decorated sword: Sarre grave
68 contained a sword, shield boss, bucket, knife,
E};sjlmmls, and comb as well as the buckle: an_d the

ickhambreux grave was even more luxuriously
equipped with bronze bowl, sword with jewelled
sword bead and a blue glass claw-beaker. One other
princely grave, although robbed, is often compared
with Taplow and the ship burial at Sutton Hoo — the
Broomfield grave in Essex — which contained the
shield-shaped tongue base from a buckle of this type.
When compared with the tongue bases of the rest of
this series of buckles, it can be realised that, not only
is it the largest of all, but its garnet work, along with
the shield on the Wickhambreux buckle, shows the
most accomplished technique. The man who posses-
sed the comparable Alton buckle, therefore, must
have been the leading man in the district in the early
seventh century. The custom of wearing a fine
buckle on a military belt with significance of rank
was continued after the Roman period. The early
seventh century is the time when Aethelberht of
Kent was overlord in the country, and the presence
of a splendid Kentish buckle in three princely graves
outside of Kent, one in Essex, one in Buckingham-
shire and one in Hampshire, gives rise to the pro-
position that these three were men who held
authority in these three counties under Acthelberht,
and who wore the Kentish buckle as the symbol of
that power. Such significance would have been a
good reason for the repeated mending the Alton
buckle had undergone.

Until more of the cemetery is excavated, “""E_ m_“
study of saucer brooches finalised, no definite signi-
ficance can be attached to the apparent hiatus in the
use of the cemetery between the early sixth and the
early seventh century, but, it'ﬁuhslamiulcd._jl would
correspond to the effect to be expected from the
defeat of the Germanic settlers at the battle of Mons
Badonicus.

ated, however,
the beginning
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Early Anglo-Saxon sites in the Alton area,
by Valerie Cooper

References quoted are the report on the originl
discovery and any reports on subsequent discoveries,
followed by a selection of mentions 10 recent com-
prchensive surveys.

Inhumation cemeleries

1. Bedhampton (Bevis' Grave), Hants SU 692064
{secondary in barrow)

Bingley 1817, 64; Meaney 1964, 94; Webster
1976, 161.

7. Droxford (Brockbridge), Hants SU 612134
Dale 1901-03; Dale 1906; Meaney 1964, 97,
Aldsworth 1978.

3. Farcham (Wallington, Clapper Hill), Hants SU

590075
Williams-Freeman 1937, 296; Meaney 1964,
97.

4, Guildford (Mareschal Road), Surrey SU
992492
Whimster 1931, 190; Lowther 1931, 4;

Meaney 1964, 241; Myres 1977 1 109,
[tchen Abbas, Hants SU 537329
Youngs et al 1985, 180-1.
6. Meonstoke, Hants S5U 6119
Meaney 1964, 98; Devenish and Champion
1977; Youngs e al 1985, 181.
7. Micheldever (Weston Farm), Hants 5U 505396
Hughes 1846; Gunner 1849; Meaney 1964, 98,
8. Portsdown, Portsmouth, Hants SU 64870656
(secondary in barrow)
Meaney 1964, 99; Corney e al 1967, 3341,
9. Preston Candover, Hants SU 604403 (secon-
darv in barrow)
Shore 1394, 286; Hawkes 1940; Meaney 1964,
99,
10. Snell’s Corner, Horndean, Hants SU 707153
i{n;{;ukm' 1956; Meaney 1964, 100; Myres 1977
ll. War Down, Buriton, Hants SU 72631988
(secondary in barrow)
Cunliffe 1975,
2. Winchester (Lower Brook Street), Hants
Biddle 1975b, 303-s.

L)

13, Winchester (St Giles Hill). Hants SU 494293

: Hughes 1846; Meaney 1964, 101,

4. Winchester (Winnall Industrial Estate), Hants
o istate), Hants
Meaney 1964, 102: Meaney and Hawkes 1970:
M cy an awkes 1970;

15. Winchester (Winnall), Hants SU 491301
il}:aucy 1964, 102; Meaney and Hawkes 1970,

m—y
Inhumations
16. ;‘I::rl:siﬁr}i‘ Tichbourne, Hants SU 589313

e Archaeological News Let (194 '
_ Meaney 1964, 94, AR
17.  Broughron Diown,

Bossington, Hamis SU

307316

ALTON CHAFTER 3: DISCUSSION

Godwin 1898, 515 Meaney 1964, g5

18. Brown Candover, Hants SU 58039
Meaney 1964, 95.

19. Chilbolton (Testcombe gravel pit),
384390
Annual Report of the Salisbury, § :

Blackmore Museum for I?.?I-:!U;;f”h Vil ang
1964, 97.

20. Farley Chamberlayne (Farley Dowp
SU 403286 "
Meaney 1964, 97-9,

21. West Ham, Basingstoke, Hants ST 624519
Smith 1907-09; Meaney 1964, 98

22. East Meon, Hants SU 669262

Hooley 1937; Crawford 1937; Meaney 194
98, : :

23. Ohver's Battery, Compton, Hants SU 45977
Andrew and Smith 1931; Meaney 1964. 939

24, Preshaw, Exton, Hants SU 580240 '
Kendrick and Hawkes 1937; Meaney 1964, 50

25. Reading (Workhouse site), Berks SU 05737
Smith 1906, 246; Meaney 1964, 50, '

26. Singleton, near the Trundle, West Sussex 51
28101113
Aldsworth 1976; Welch 1983 ii, 502,

27. Sutton Scotney (Chalk Dell), Hants SU 462391
Meaney 1964, 101,

H'*“i[ti 31.

12; Meang,

Hanys

Cremation cemeteries

28. Fareham (North Turnpike), Hants SU 575065
Meaney 1964, 97; Hawkes 1968; Myres 19771
21.

29. West Stoke, Bow Hill, West Sussex SU
81960983 (primary in barrow)
Smith 1870, 59-62; Meaney 1964, 255; Welch
1983 ii, 504-5.

30. Whitmoor Common, Worplesdon, Surrey SU
991537 (primary in barrow)
Lane Fox 1877, 117; Meaney 1964, 245

Cremations

31. Pagham, West Sussex 57 883974
Collins 1954-57; Meaney 1964, 253; Myres
1977 1 110; Welch 1983 i, 494.

32. Reading (Southcote Lane), Berks SU 696720
Colyer 1924; Meaney 1964, 50; Myres 19771
87.

Mixed cemeteries

33. Alion (Mount Pleasant), Hants SU 718388
Myres 1977 1 91; present reporl.
34. Andover (Portway Industrial Estate),
SU 343462 ¢
Webster 1975, 222; Cook and Dacre 19,
35. Compton (Apple Down), West Susscx 3
794151 : :
Aldsworth 1981; Welch 1983 ii, 507; Youngs ¢
al 1984, 242-4; Youngs e al 1985, 202.
36. Guildown, Guildford, Surrey SU 9334%3 ).
Lowther 1931, 1933; Meaney 1964, 241
Myres 1977 1 109,

Hants
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Fig 10.  Early Anglo-Saxon sites in the Alton area.




37. Reading (Earley), Berks SU 741739

Stevens 1894; Meaney 1964, 50: Myres 1977 1

87. .
38 Worthy Park, Kings Worthy, Hants
50003275

r f 9 F : 4_0
South Eastern Natralist and .’lr[{:quur_v
1]::‘:1”-1.5) wxx: Wilson 1962-63, 07, W]Iﬁﬂ:‘l 1964,
233; Meaney 1964, 102-3; Myres 1977 1 91.

Settlements

39. Alton (Amery House), Hants

Information from D Allen, Hampshire County

Museum Service.

40. Andover (Old Down Farm), Hants SU 356465

Davies 1979.

41. Basingstoke (Cowdery's Down), Hants sU

(56533
Webster 1980, 220; Youngs 1981, 168.
42. Chalton, Hants SU 734144

Addyman et al 1972; Addyman and Leigh

1973; Rahtz 1976, 415.

43. Farnham (Firgrove Pit), Surrcy SU 842466
Huband 1925, 123; Oakley e al 1939, 255-9
Rahtz 1976, 419; Myres 1977 1 109; Graham

and Millett 1980, Fig 2.

44. North Marden, West Sussex SU 801157
Welch 1983 i, 507,

45. Neatham, Hants

Information from D Allen, Hampshire County
Museum Service; Graham and Millett 1980, 8.

46. Portchester, Hants

Cunliffe 1976; Rahtz 1976, 435; Myres 1977 1

91.

47. West Stoke, Kingley Vale, West Sussex SU

822100

Curwen 1934, 212-14; Welch 1983 ii, 503—4.

48. Ufton Nervet, Berks SU 617690

Manning 1960, 117; Manning 1973-74, 49-54;

Rahtz 1976, 445.

49.  Winchester (Lower Brook Street), Hants SU

4830

Biddle 1972, 101-2; Biddle 1975b, 303-5:

Rahtz 1976, 449; Myres 1977 1 91,
0. Winchester (South Gate), Hants
Biddle 1975a, 117,

Isolated finds

51.  Bitterne (Clausentum), Hants
Myres 1977 1 91, 161: 2 Fig 73.2367
32. Boxford Farm, Berks =1
Peake 1934-37.

53.

B45066

Chichester (The Broyle), West Sussex SU

Antig § 4 (1924) 49-50; Welch 1983 ii. 501

ALTON CHAPTER ¥ DISCUSSION

54.

33,

56.
57.
54.

39,

6l.

62.

63.

65.

6h.

Chichester (5t Pancras),
R6S048 '
Leeds 1945, 94; Welch 1983 ii. 499
Chichester (Tower Stree p ity
858050 €t West Sussey g
Down 1974, 50-1; Welch 1983 i, 500
Enborne Gate, Newbury, Berks .
Hardy 1934-37.

Hayling Island, Hants

Hawkes 1968, 55.

Inkpen, Berks SU 349620

Peake 1931, 129; Meaney 1964, 4.

Selsey Bill, West Sussex

Welch 1983 u, 496

Silchester, Hants

Passmore 1934; Boon 1959, 83; Avent gy
Evison 1982, 115.

Singleton (Church of England Primary
School), West Sussex SU 879133 ’
Welch 1983 n, 502-3.

Slindon, West Sussex SU 973076

Welch 1983 n, 493,

Steventon, Hants SU 5447

Meaney 1964, 101.

Theale, Berks SU 645710

Piggott 1934-37, 149; Myres 1938-46; Meaney
1964, 52. i
Thursley, Surrey SU 902395

Hope-Taylor 1950; Meaney 1964, 245; Myres
1977 1 109.

Whitchurch (Twinley Farm), Hants SU
477518

Crawford 1933, 296; Meaney 1964, 101

West Sussey 5U

Finds not marked on map — exact location
not recorded

Near Chichester, West Sussex

Antg 7 12 (1932) 173—4; Welch 1983 ii, 501-2.
Near Chichester, West Sussex

Welch 1983 i, 502.

Selsey (on the coast in the neighbourhood of Bog-
nor), West Sussex

Willett 1877, 309-12; Welch 1983 ii, 495.
Selsey (on the shore berween Selsey and Bognor),
West Sussex

Smith 1913-14; Welch 1983 ii, 495.

Selsey, West Sussex

Welch 1983 ii, 496,

South Downs, Sussex
Welch 1983 ii, 505.
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Specialist

The scientific examination of buckle 16.2,
by Susan La Niece, British Museum Re-
search Laboratory

This fine silver buckle is embellished with garnets,
niello, gilding and gold sheet and wire. Analysis was
carried out of as many of the components as was
possible without causing damage.

Silver

The four main components of the buckle were
analysed by energy dispersive X-ray fluorescence
(Cowell 1977} of a polished surface. The analysis
points are marked on Fig 11. The domed studs and
cross-straps were not analysed because they are
gilded, and polishing of areas for analysis would
cause unacceptable damage.

The trace amounts of gold, nickel and lead are
¢k_?l[iﬁi5rﬂnt and do nmot suggest the use of widely
divergent sources of silver for the various compo-
nents. However, the quantity of copper alloyed with
the silver does vary significantly. Where zinc is
present it indicates that the copper added was, in
fact, brass. The differences in alloy composition
suggest that the loop and back-plate were made from
scparate batches of silver. The composition of the
longue and the main section of the buckle plate
\analyses 2 and 4) are not significantly different.

Table 21.  Alion Anglo-Saxon cemetery: analysis for
tomposttion of buckle 16.2; figures are perceniages.

Chapter 4

Reports

Niello

The niello inlay on the buckle loop was analysed by
l}lu: Debye-Scherrer X-ray diffraction powder tech-
nique (Azaroff and Buerger 1958). It is silver sul-
phide (Ag’S). Although copper-silver sulphide niello
15 found from at least as early as the sixth century (La
Niece 1983), silver sulphide continued to be used in
jewellery such as the great gold buckle from Sutton
Hoo (British Museum registration M&L 1939.10-
10.1), and the fine seventh-century gold, silver and
garnet brooch from Faversham (M&L 1097-70).
The silver sulphide was softened by heating and
pressed into the prepared channels. There was no
keying in the channels to assist adhesion, conse-
quently much of the niello has fallen out.

White inlay and garnets

The white inlay was analysed by XRD and found to
be the aragonite form of calcium carbonate. The
layered structure visible in the inlay indicates that it
is probably of shell.

The garnets are almandines and fit well into the
general picture of Anglo-Saxon garnets of this
period, as determined by X-ray fluorescence. Com-
parison of the shape of the garnet inlays with the
shape of the cloisons indicates that the garnets were
not originally shaped with this design in mind.

Gold and gilding

The gilding on the buckle, studs and the cross-straps
was applied as an amalgam with mercury; the mer-

Analysis point Silver Copper Gold Nickel Zinc Lead

;l: Loop 97.0 2.0 0.6 0.2 <05 0.2
lnnguc 9.5 5.5 1.0 0.3 0.5 0.2
Back plate 95.8 2.5 0.8 0.3 0.3 0.1
Main piece 93 .4 4.6 1.0 0.3 0.6 0.2




Fig 11.

cury is clearly detectable by XRF. The gilding on
the cross-straps shows cracking lines where the
straps are bent, confirming that they were gilded
before they were applied to the buckle.

The thin gold repoussé sheet was worked {rom the
front and beaded wires soldered to it. The false
plaiting was made by taking pairs of block-twisted
gold wires (Oddy 1977) and wwisting them into a
single rope. The ropes were soldered on to a gold
sheet, side by side, with their direction of twist
alternating to give the illusion of plaiting.

It was not possible to analyse the gold-work in sty
because the geometry of the filigree work did not
allow an uninterrupted path for accurate analysis,
and the surface of the ‘plaiting” proved to be too
uneven o give consistent resulrs, However, the
variation in colour of the gold suggests that the alloy
composition varies from component to component,

Examination and anal
beads by Paul Wilthe
ments Laboratory

ysis of the glass
W, Ancient Monu-

Introduction

The glass beads (AMSE527

FEMELEry site at Alton were examined and

49) from the Anglo-Saxon
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Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: buckle 16.2, showing analysis points XRF1 - XRF4, Scale ||

sentative selection was analysed elementally using
energy dispersive X-ray fluorescence (XRF), The
colour, opacity and porosity of the beads wen
considered as well as their chemical compositioa,
and the probable colourants, decolourants and ops
cifiers present were identified. The results are con
pared to those obtained previously for glass bead
from other sites of similar date.

Many of the beads found were made from matc
rials other than glass, particularly u|r_1hu:r. but -.-f
the glass beads were examined in detail and the (e
‘bead’ below implies ‘glass bead’.

Apart from those which showed signs ”Ilr!d_"','r'.:'
been burnt, most of the beads were “"dlli':"l
although, where a large number ol ~,|m||..13_r :“
came from a single grave, a random selection ¥
made.

.Mt.‘[hnd

Colour, opacity and porosity

lysed beads were used. Firstly, cach TR
bead and each field of the W“"Thr.ﬂ[:m::-.u-ja:l.Lll
assigned to a general colour category .n of the et
clear, ¢1c). Secondly, the ‘«'”l”m_“l o IL|';3 yjumnsel
was described more objectively 1n IL']'[“-{'."’ |J..|‘ pot b
number. However, Munsell numbers 08
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ntally using
XRF). The
beads wene
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5 of having
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milar beads
Jection Wit
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1::-nw-‘hf"-“m_'
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wn, yello®:
of the beads
if & Mussdl!

_neibly assigned to the clear, the black or, in some
iy the white beads. The Munsell number has
LJ‘b .omponents, the hue (H), the value (V: light-
s 1: darkness — low values indicate dark) and the
i ln-d ( intensity of hue — high values indicate
-L.hrjmmu:n;it!.":, Some of the beads were not uniform
:T.,lgf:,[”ur and the apparent i.'ull._rllr of the translucent
heads was affected by the thickness of the glass.
Nevertheless, the Munsell number nh::rllhi give a
};-:L-u:nahir.' lmiicuiin_n of the colour. "'."'Hn:rg lrl'l.l:,." a
eelection of beads from a large number of &um];u-
heads was analysed, the Munsell numbers given
were typical of the group.

Both the general colour categories and the Munsell
pumbers of the analysed beads are given in Table 22
wgether with comments nn_t]u_- opacity of 1 he beads.
The latter are based on visual examination of the
heads using low power optical microscopy (x15-
143 ).

Elemental Analysis

Elemental analysis was carried out using an energy
dispersive X-ray fluorescence system with an evacu-
ated chamber. The area analysed was quite large and
it was not always possible to analyse individual fields
of polvchrome beads separately. No sample prepara-
tion was possible, because the technique was re-
quired 1o be completely non-destructive. No attempt
was made to analyse for low atomic number elements
such as sodium, magnesium and aluminium, as
resulis for these elements would have been unreli-
able because of the lack of sample preparation. The
bulk glass could not, therefore, be categorised.

The elements detected were silicon, titanium,
manganese, iron, copper, zinc, lead, tin and anti-
many. Cobalt may have been present at levels below
the detection limit of the method used in some of the
beads (it would be expected in the blue beads), but it
Wis not positively identified in the beads analysed.
Nickel and arsenic, which have been found occa-
swonally in beads from other sites of this period, were
not detected in any of the beads analysed.

.'Ihr Ka peak heights were recorded for each
vement, except for lead when the Lo peak height
#as used. The results were only semi-quantitative,
but to enable comparisons to be made, the ratio of
“::_I-mk height and the silicon Ka peak height was
O9tained, as silicon would be expected to be present
4 & relatively constant level in each bead. This
;;:Li:?f::u:ﬂ Jlt- I:wl valid for high lead glasses, but in
high e - Only the yellow beads contained particularly
U levels of lead. The ratios are given in Table 23.

Results and Discussion

[ colour of a
Presence of cert
Opague

glass bead is affected both by the
certain metal ions in solution and by
Particles in the martrix glass. Among the
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elements which can act as colourants in the form of
1ons are manganese, iron, cobalt and copper (in the
oxidised stare as cupric ions). Manganese and anti-
mony can also act as decolourisers. The opague
[_:arliclr:ﬁ_ which can be found in beads from Anglo-
Suwn sites include copper, cuprous oxide. lead-tin
oxide, tin oxide and lead and calcium antimonates. A
more detailed discussion of the colourants found in
Anglo-Saxon beads is given in Bayley (forthcoming).

I'he 1_:p;a+;i.t_1._' of the beads is affected by several
factors including the presence of npaque'parndux
and bubbles, the thickness of the bead and 1hi..'
intensity of colour. All, or almost all, the beads
examined did contain bubbles but not at a sufficient
density to opacify the beads and therefore the pre-
sence of bubbles is not commented on below.

. I'he colourants and opacifiers used are discussed
for each colour category below.

Green. Both iron and copper, under appropriate
conditions, can colour glass green, and two examples
of the use of each were found. The iron-coloured
beads were translucent and contained no opagque
particles and, at most, only traces of lead. They were
clearly distinguishable, both analytically and visual-
ly, from the green beads containing copper. The
latter contained relatively high lead levels and,
although they were just translucent, occasional white
(almost certainly tin oxide) particles.

Red. All the red beads were coloured by the presence
of opaque copper or cuprous oxide particles. The
density of the particles was sufficient to make the
beads completely opague.

Yellow. All the vellow beads contained high levels of
lead and tin and their opacity and colour was due to
the presence of opague lead-tin oxide particles.

White. The colourant in the white beads was tin
oxide. Although lead-tin oxide is unstable at high
temperatures and forms tin oxide, the white and
yellow were compositionally distinct. As has been
found elsewhere (Bayley and Wilthew 1986), the
white beads generally contained higher levels of tin
and lower levels of lead than the vellow beads (see
Fig 12).

Blue. Glass can be coloured blue either by cobalt,
which produces an intense colour even when present
at very low concentrations, or by copper n the
oxidised state which has to be present at a r;lanvcly
high concentration and gives a more turquoise hue.
As none of the blue beads analysed in the present
work contained significant levels of copper, they
were almost certainly all cobalt coloured. There was
no indication that any of the blue beads had been
deliberately opacified.

Black. The colour of the black beads was due to the
effect of high concentrations of iron (sce Fig 13).
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Table 22. Alwm Anglo-Saxon cemetery: Gppearance of the analysed beads
#* = polychrome beads - i ( _.M,.-d
inzl}'sis Find Colour Munsell Number Find
I (!_ i _Nl;:_ s H_ _ v C ﬂi'r’dt‘igf,- i No
1 9.1i blue SPB , e ‘ =S
: : - - — H.lm
i 3 %1' :::uc 1L 3 ‘1 Transhycer . ¥
4 0.1 black 2 : £ e -
; = - .| Sluce 1.0
5 9 1e s ot : 1,
D om : - O
7 918 A = 2 - Upaque 39,1
8 - " r.L ?_SR 5 g {]P:*'i{ul.: By
9.1b vellow Y - Opague
9 9.1b : : * 6 K .10
10 . yellow Y 8.5 o Opaque L .
T 9- }"-‘ Erecn S50 3 4 {}paqul. ) lr—
12 21 blue 7.5PB 3 . Just transhyc : 0 1d
& 9.1 white 10GY : 8 Trandnes cent ; Bl
13 9.1i ' 9 | anslucent Ble
14 ! blue 7.5PB 3 Opaque B i
9.1g black B 8 et , e
15 9.1k black _ - Opa cent 3.1
16 9.1c green 10Y : = 0 L Hll
17 9.1b 6 g Opague :
: yellow 5y Yatietun Bl
18 9.11 re ; A 10 nslucent
19 9,1a i o 3 4 Opaque ;
. red SR Jus ] Wik
20 9.1d : 4 st transhicent
- black E 6 O L
2l 9.1h blue 3 = = paque ] Wk
22 13.-‘“: h,l- -k S‘I.B 5 8 F}pﬂqur = i |
23 12.4ic hlmv.k = = — I'ranslucent I 91
24 12.4id 5 = Opaque o
=t - blue 5P = 0
- 12.4ie e s 3 4 paque i
£ b yello . : Translucent .
4 19. liib RS 5Y 8 P Transparent B
28 L s 10Y 3 2 Opaque e
3 .10 yellow 10 0 2
30 19. liib i 5Y 8 e Opague 4.4
2 P i 7.5Y 8.5 5 Opaque s
3% 19.1i “‘]““w 7.5Y 8:' 10 ﬂ‘pﬂquc - i e
blue = = M Opaque Pk
33 23.4if i 7.5B 7 § Opaque ' Ak
i R 7.5R 4 p: ['ranslucent . e
34 23.4if e - _ fipﬂquc 1Y 0y
1.5R i Opaque . 1.3
35+ 23 die mack g '_1 6 Opaque - 413
wtu'e 7.5PB 3 = Opaque ik
3 n:u:]l"t = = 10 Translucent 3
i 27.1¢ blue 7.5R 5 5 Opaque : i3
1% 33-81” blu li'I:‘B 3 (}pﬂquc l;_k
.-19 1534 bl ¢ 7.5PR % B Translucent ' B
%0 35 3¢ hllljﬁ SPB 3 10 Translucent {73
41 37.4¢ b e 7.5PB 75 4 Translucent a3
b 37.4¢ Syt SRP 35 6 Translucent T
37 4e hichk SRP % 2 Translucent —
43 A brown 2.5 T —
44 37.4h blue SRP 2'5 2 Translucent —
45 37.4h thL~ 7.5PB 3 2 Translucent
16 37.4h b ll.lL* 7.5PB ) 10 Translucent
A7 37 de i e 7.5PR - 10 Translucent
7.4 wtﬂ'“n SRP 25 10 Translucent
48 bite 2.5B 9 2 Transluoent
49 37.4¢ th.L: 7.5PB 3 2 Opague
50 37.4h hlu!: SPB 4 10 Translucent
51 33-41;1 l:ll:'l 7.5PBR 10 Transhucent
37.4f S : ) 5 Translucent
4 10P = = Transparedt
2 Translucent
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Table 22. Continued.

Analysis
No

g%

il

Find
Mo

39.1m

319.1j
39.1
39.1n

3911
39.1d
39.1e
39.1c
39.11
39.11

z

19.1g

39.1h

Colour
H

blue 108
red SR
white -
blue 10B
white

white 5G
blue 5B
blue 2.5B
white 5G
red 7.5R
vellow 7.5Y
green 2.5GY
red 7.5R
red SR
red 7.5R
green 5GY
vellow 7.5Y
red 7.5R
vellow T5Y
red 7.5R
vellow 7.5Y
blue 7.5PB
white 10GY
clear

blue 2.5PB
blue 5PB
clear -
clear -
blue sPB
blue 10B
clear -
clear -
clear

clear -
clear -
clear -
clear -
clear

clear -
clear -
clear -
clear -
clear

clear
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Munsell Number
'||..'

I:l

RS

Lad Oh

L

Opacity

Translucent
Opague
Opaque
Translucent
Opaque
Upague
Translucent
Translucent
Opaque
Opaque
Opague
Translucent
Opaque
Opagque
Opagque
Opaque
Opaque
Opaque
Opaque
Opagque
Opague
Translucent
Opague
Transparent
Translucent
Translucent
Transparent
Transparent
Translucent
Translucent
Transparent
Transparent
Transparent
Transparent
Transparent
Transparent
Transparent
Transparent
Transparent
Transparent
Transparent
Transparent
Transparent
Transparent
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Tl:f.:f".lll' Ej.
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=
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L
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£
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7 4e
37.4h
37.4h
i7.4h
37 4e
a7 41

37.4g
37.4h
37.4d
37.4f

3. 1m

Colour

blue
blue
blue
black
black
black
red
yellow
vellow
green
hhlr:
white
blue
black
black
green
yellow
green
red
hlack
blue
black
black
blue
clear
yellow
yellow
yellow
yellow
vellow
yellow
white
blue

red+ black

black

red + black

black

blue + white

blue
blue
blue
blue
brown
brown
brown
blue
blue
blue
brown
white

white+ blue

blue
blue
clear

brown

blue

white+red

Ti

nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd

02

nd
nd

02

nd

07

nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
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nd

nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd
nd

Mn

26
.08

Fe

.64
55
1.58
6.55
3.86
5.03
5.68
.93
.36
58
&5
.42
.96
4.98

13.65

1.67
27
91

3.58

2.65
.80

3.70

5.48

1.21
52
nd
67
55
08
57
09

1.95

1.75

1.71

2.94

1.51

2.66
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.29

1.17

1.14

Cu

08
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16
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Zn
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Altom Anglo-Saxon cemelery: peak height ratios with 5t Ka for the analysed beads.
: ~ ?=possibly present at trace levels

Ph

4

)

A5
A3
01
03
3.47
9.76
12.52

nd
nd

33
1.97

SuF el TR A R

R
U o R =) =1 SR

=
=

o

wwShwwRE

oo

=

fkd A
S Tl ND S ek el b eap e b sp T el

=

g
ol

L3

nd

[i'.-!

nd

FEEEEREEERREFFRREEE

F

X 2



Snd nd ey

Ta

Analysis Find

:\.‘l.:-

53

54

55

0

¥,

h3

63

66
67
b8
69

No
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The beads’ opaque appearance was nop gy, t

’ P, [ c ¥ ]
opaque particles, but simply to the intensipy .
colour. ¥ o

Brown. The colour of these beads was due 1o b
combined effects of manganese and iron, wi m_::‘
ganese the dominant element. They had nol hL‘v:-r.
opacified. ;

Clear. The clear beads contained higher levels of
manganese relative to iron than the other types -::'
bead apart from the iron m}‘“?L’“”L'-“E-w[m.:ru;Li- hm-.:.-,-;
beads (see Fig 13). None of those analysed Contained
significant levels of antimony, so manganese woyj
appear to be the decolourant used, which is 1 b
expected in glass produced in the post-Romay
period, at least in Northern Europe. The absence of
antimony indicates that Roman glass, which woulg
have been antumony decolourised, has not beeq
reused in these beads.

The colourants and opacifiers present were the
same as those found in beads from other sites of
similar date (Bayley and Wilthew 1986). Antimony
was present at low levels in a few beads but in no case
did it have a significant decolourising or opacifying
effect. The most probable explanation for its pre-
sence would scem to be that the cullet used in
producing some of the glass contained a small pro-
portion of Roman glass.

Of the elements detected, zinc and titanium would
not be expected to have had a significant effect on the
appearance of the beads. Zinc was only present ina
few beads, all of which contained significant levels of
copper and it was almost certainly introduced with
the copper.

Titanium is an impurity introduced with the sand
used in the production of the glass. It has been
suggested that variations in titanium content be-
tween glass beads may indicate that different source
of sand were used in making them. However, all the
beads analvsed in the present work -.‘n!:][i_ﬁﬂcJ gither
very low or undetectable amounts of titanium,

: acle came from
there was no evidence that the beads came IN
more than one source.

50

The compositions of the polychrome i!_c,ads wers
similar to those of monochrome beads of the sime
colour. Where more than one colour was included o
the area analysed, the results could be r:xpt;sm-:dfl.-:
terms of the combined contributions of _mc.:l
glasses each of which had a similar compositon §
the monochrome beads of the same colour.
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h;:muml History) and D R Brothwell, Insti-

e of A rchaeology, University of London
keletons varied remarkably in their degree of
ation. In many cases soil chemicals had pitted
e bone removing surface details and an unknown
dl.‘\Pf'ﬁ of bone cortex. In those worst ‘ltJtuh.'_d,_Thc
articular ends of the long-bones were also MISSINgE.
]I'I'l::.-._"rnra.', not all the skeletons could be measured.
The matrix cleaned off was mixed chalk and darker

material

The s

F[uhl.'l"-'

The sex given is, throughout, based upon anato-
mical evidence alone. The measurements are given
35 separate tables, in millimetres except where other-
wise stated. Some features of interest are discussed
more fully below. Details are presented in grave

order.

5. Young person or female; distal ends of shafts of
left tibia and fibula.

b, Female, aged about 24-27. The remains of the
eull and skeleton, badly damaged by soil erosion.
Her teeth show a broad band of hypoplastic enamel,
indicating poor health during the fifth vear of her
life, and there is an area of spongy bone under the
femur head (cribra femoris) suggesting more recent
ill-health.

Male, aged about 24-27. Skull and skeleton,

There 15 severe ostcomyelitis of the lower back,

nvolving at least the uppermost segment of the
sacrum, and two succeeding lumbars. There is
marked abscess development in the lower lumbar (at
least) and infection (with new bone development) on
the anterior aspects of these vertebral bodies. The
Jr[tcula_r facets of the neural arch do not appear to be
dliected.  Conclusion:  possibly  tuberculous
osteamyelitis (DRB),

. Neonate (new born baby). Fragments of skull,
1bs and one long bone.

g o . 1
jg_llluumlc. aged 7 vears. The main bones and the
Skull are present but damaged.

0. No specimen.

1. v .
v.--...-jﬂmh' aged 16 to 18, sex uncertain. The
0 sacral arch had failed to fuse in the midline,

3 veru : - " ¢ e i
nTt“:_n'[m minor form of spina bifida occulta is
HILS .

12 A

= nn r

Mot ‘ﬂ:]?.]'fl man, probably 50 or more. He had lost
15 teeth, the few remaining were carious,

druj 4 &
4 nothing bu Eum to bite against.

]"'imﬂlf,a

Pemolar had Eg‘v"ii about 20. The upper right second

rupted palatally, apparently crowded
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uIlH of its normal Position.
show ] pe 1

; :11.[..‘1 1.--,.u tvpes of -.L_hnurm.'ﬂ!:j.-: 4 transitional
um: w-sacral vertebra with a midline cleft fused on
I:_:-th 1€ 5acT ur}n: -.tlmi SOme Curious pits in the vertebral
Mulies n the lumbar and low i .
e 1 er thoracic regions
where they contact the intervertebral discs :

I'he vertebral column

14, I'umr_llt:, aged about 23. A small woman
several minor sutural variatic ,
cusp on the lower left second
d supernumerary tooth. There is a cut through the
left scapula which may be either an unhealed wound
or caused during excavation. There is a bilateral
cribra femoris, i

» With
ms and a paramolar
molar which is virmually

5 e T sares |
1..._ I|_|.!dm aged 2 years; fragmentary skull and
main limb bones, j

16. Male, aged about 28; remains of skull and
;kclu[un. His palate and left shin show signs of
inflammation (periosteitis) which may have been
more widespread before soil action destroved the
bone surface. '

I7.  Juvenile, aged 6i-7 years. Skull, teeth, one
humerus, one scapula, and a mass of bone splinters
representing the rest of the skeleton. Slight, sym-
metrical caries of the deciduous molars. '

18. No specimen.

19. Infant aged 4 years; crushed skull and most of
skeleton.

20. Old female, 50 or older. Remains of skull and
skeleton, with considerable tooth loss.

21. 0Old female (50 or older); skull and skeleton.
There is ostecarthritis of the vertebral column,
leading to fusion of two cervical vertebrae (probably
C4 and C5). There is collapse and fusion of two
upper thoracic vertebrae, possibly the result of stress
fracturing. In view of the rough and unusual nature
of the bone surface in this region, it may be an
infective arthritis and not an ordinary degenerative
form. The few remaining teeth are worn to the roots
and one has a large carious cavity.

22.  Skull and upper four cervical vertebrae only, of
a male aged about 25. There are two extensive healed
wounds on the cranium, probably sword cuts (Fig
14). This skull is discussed in detail later in the
report.

23. Female aged about 35; skull and skeleton. The
teeth show several caries cavities and an abscess.
There is slight periosteitis on the outer aspect of the
manubrium sterni, cause unknown; and some
osteoarthritic changes in the lumbar vertebrae.

n F ale .'&
24. Youth aged about 15, probably male. |
e present in the skull, the only

triangular ‘inca bone’ is :
; atella shows a clean cut,

one in the series. One p
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Fig 14. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: male skull
from Grave 22, showing healed wounds.

possibly resulting from a sword-cut across the knee
shortly before death (if it was not caused during
excavation),

25. Old female, aged over 45; remains of skull and
skeleton. The remaining clavicle, apparently the
right, is very bent, probably the result of an old,
healed fracture (Fig 15¢). The femoral shafts look
rather bowed, but probably this is illusory (the result
of differential erosion of the femur bone). The teeth
are heavily and irregularly worn, and carious.

26. Male, aged between 16 and 19; very badly
preserved skull and skeleton. There is agenesis of
both lower third molars. The right lower first molar
15 almost totally destroved by caries.

27.  Juvenile aged about 10; skull and skeleton.

28, Infant aged about 18 months: very imperfect
skull and skeleton.

29. Juvenile aged 7 or 8 vears: very imperfect skull
and skeleton,

30.  Robust male aged 25 1o 30. Only fragments
remain, the skull is almost entirely missing,

3_[. Juvenile aged abour 4 years. The teeth are
well-preserved bur all the bone is reduced o splin-
Lers,

32, Male aged abour 18: skull and skeleton. He has

an apen metopic suture,

33.  Female aged 50 or more; very

: incomplete sk
and skeleton, teeth carious : Ut

and worn,

PTER 4: SPECIALIST REPORTS

34. Male aged 20; skull and skeleton. There
partial anodontia, all fourth molars and bo TE j
second premolars being absent, so it is i
he was related to grave 36.

th Upper
sible thy

35. Female aged about 30-35; fairly wel|.
but pitted by soil action. There are earl
probably due to osteoarthritis on the
the thoracic bodies.

Preserved
Ty changes
articulations of

36. Male aged about 35-40; imperfect sky akd
skeleton. There are early osteoarthritic changes g
the vertebral bodies. Both lower second premolars
are absent, apparently never formed, though the
third molars are present.

37. Youth aged about 16, sex uncertain: the skull
and skeleton are imperfect, warped, and eroded

38. No specimen.

39. 0Old male with considerable tooth loss, prob-
ably over 50; skull and skeleton. The remaining
teeth have caries and calculus deposits, only the
anterior teeth being funcrional,

40. Imperfect skull and skeleton of an old male
whose dental condition is even worse than that of the
previous specimen. One molar has been worn down
to expose the pulp cavity, and also hollowed by
caries acting from befoww, which could only happen if
the junction of the roots was already exposed by
recession of the gums. One hand phalange shows a
patch of periosteitis, indicating some sort of infec-
tion of the finger, but it is too badly damaged two
diagnose,

41. Youth aged 16-17 years; a very imperfect and
eroded skull and skeleton. Bands of hypoplasia on
the teeth suggest an illness {or famine?) at age !
vears, followed by several years of ill health.

42. Male aged about 30-35. Both skull and
skeleton are present, but the upper half is far more
eroded than the pelvis and legs. There 15 agencsts 0
all four third molars. The right hip joint is somevwhat
deformed by osteoarthritis, though the left 1s not
obviously affected. There is a low, s.p:lmi_lc-hhd?“"
boss of bone in the centre shaft of the left femur, Ijrf
its inner aspect, which is probably a harmless lh"-_*
tumour (exostosis) unconnected with the osteoarthrs
tis (Fig 15b),

. . Jdaviele has
An old double fracture of the right clavicle the
healed leaving a zig-zag deformity exaggerating &
natural curvature of the bone.

43. Female aged over 45; remains of slfull.dr:ﬂ
skeleton. The teeth are Very worn and there J|.
dental abscesses due to infection of the "“WMJ ind
cavity.
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Table 24 Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: post-cranial measurements of males.
[1 L
Fe Head Fell Fel2 Fel3 FeDl FeD2 Till Til3 TiDl TiDZ Hulj HuD!l HuD2 Rl .
-, | B ¥, al.l UILI FiLy [
dhameter 1 ) alure
e —— — = - _ L lin cm
Unnuamberes Tﬁ 2 33 364 36l 33 23 327 B 18 25
: : PYPIR Y ¢ S v S i 375 1.5 4 = 170
I 4;.-4- 455 454 4355 27 16 104, 184 05 28 4 1705
% T 1615
H 51 P2 -
i 338.5 3l 22
“ i+ it 13 14 21 163.9
% s 15 13.5 115 13
& - 3 i 1 55 1 T.
i 447 §42 26 i 15¢ 344 L 4 ‘
a H' 25 37 357 1 22 56 168
H &1 7 13 168
gygure calcubated wecording 10 Trower and Gleser (1958)
Table 75, ,-1,13{::-.\";.1:4}1? cemeteny: p:h‘!—a'r'dr!:':rf measurements of females,
Foae Fe Hesd Fel.l Felld Feld Feld FeD2 Til.l TiL3 TiDl TiD2 Hull HuDl HuD? Rall TILI FiLl Swaoure
bt d|arn|:'!.l.':"_ m— —_— — — 0 cm
5 § : :
13 H 4505 443 421 5 1.5 352 LR 30 225 A N5 1% 714 [6R
14 39 39] 36 30 Ix5 2L5 3B 8 21 I 05 s 01 8 151
1l 1 23 4 13 9.5 28 22 e
H 25 4m W5 M4 3 7 0 23 w0 12 17 160.5
2 28 31 13 22
i 1 4 32 28 20
1 30 415 409 385 2% 295 3 ¥R W 2 1% 24 ME 3 18553
't 31 19
T ] 23
Seamure calcubated according to Trotter and Gleser (1958
Table 26. Alion Anglo-Saxon cemetery: cranial measurements of females and sub-adulis.
Larave: ] 13 14 20 21 23 15 13 a5 43 47 11 37 T
. 190 1&83# 170 151 174 184 180
B 138 139 121.5 132 135 126
B 94 100 955 o4 %05 100 91 98 o5 .
H . 124 128
LB = 95 107 -
5 132 125 115 127 120 120 128 136 121 121
b 130 114 17 124 113 17 126 132 1]
‘-‘I 12 116 115 110 117 110 135 110 115 126
s 115 108 101 111 105 108 113 L4 10 106
i 7 105 106 3 1.5 103 3 10 115 121 100
3 19 102 o3 90 o7 93 i 52 43 e
I“E__{ 104 115 0 112 109
& 61.5 . -
= 89 o4 88,5
ok 37 41 40 45 41
A 45 iy
o 107
(V1] 40 53
i 13
" ; 41 i3 32
b - i] 3G 5 5 37
MH 9 27 i . 1 42 45
NB - #4 “s 4 47 e “ 43 48
H : 6 . 24.5 2+
« 49
Iv B 11
i 27 22
Ginlin 116 106 17.5 120.5 = =
iz : % o9 £4 91 106 104 : . 5 =
BR d 45.5 42 41 4% 42 44 45 4.5 48 i -1 e
H ) 9 11 33 6 1 T | 3] _\” 4 o
M 22 26 al) 2T = =7,
- e 8 T ST
'1-1.' 21 19 16 " 22 19 it 0
- n - o % 54 40
" . 53 F < 6.4 v -
M4 | % 53 ]_1xl~ 1367 | 35"
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Table 27
Lrravis

1 197
B 152
B 102
Hi

LE

51 133
52 126
83 127
5 118
51 113
53 10
Bilt 118
G'H
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Gl ]
Gl

]

or 43
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FB 3
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b

[
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s 5
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Fig 15,

Alton
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b

115

| 0
|02
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14"

136

131
121

1215

109

46,3

43

il
4%

Alton Anglo-Saxon Cemelery.

194
41
i

i
103
133
112
116
127

112

90

43

1
vy

. .-\nj:ln-_.‘i.mxu:_a cemetery: post-cranial
.\".'.nltu_n tibia from Grave 45
Osteoma from Grave 42: )

A\LTON CHAPTER 4: SPECIALIST REPORTS

e cramial measurements of males.

4 0 } ¢ L . = § + ! ¥
184 188 150 ] . 1855
135 1461 149 136 18y+
W 107 w 1 l
130 121 1+ 122 %
119 120 134 118 130
147 125 120 | 116 1% 1278 |
11 102 117 17 1 ;
106 105 122 1o
10 e 4 104 W 1w 102
118 LY 110
04
4 -+ 42 )
b 43.5%
3.5
26 it i
b 47.5 i6 il 49 i
22 23 25
114 104 11§ 124 1300
93 9l 114 o s 19 2
41 48 il 4.5 15 +H i 46 A * male
13 } 0 1] 12.5 12 3% 0 g § e #, Adult ma
4 5 % 11 % 30 1% 5 e ey F{mrhﬁ an
. i 1 i | 25 3] 3 £ 3 E‘ -
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20 17 19 2 r i %] --"I‘\"""wd ""
16 &7 I il &5 __:'.\-fﬂ'_ﬂ,'.dm:lhl-hsn
14 1 1386° 25 12 11 130 i Al b
- - o ] ro0t &0 W
s |

44. Probably male, over 45; somewhat incomplete
skull and skeleton. There are ostecarthritic changes
in both lumbo-sacral articulations, and the left hip 4
joint. There 15 a dental abscess due to attrition
exposing the pulp cavity. The metopic suture &
open.

45. Robust adult male; skeleton and some [rag-
ments of the skull. The right tibia shows a large
osteomyelitic swelling involving all the upper half of
the shaft (Fig 15a).

46. Infant aged 3 years; imperfect skeleton with
skull.

47. Female aged about 35; skull and skelewn,
badly damaged by soil erosion.

48. No specimen.

49. Two individuals, as follows:
1) Juvenile, ji__L."L‘IJ. about 6 or § vears. Bones ol
left leg and hip only. ot
2) Adult, possibly male. Fragments of skull
pelvis, left humerus and femur. There &2
large paramolar tubercle on the upper &
second molar.

pathology of
tibia; B) femur with
clavicle from Grave 25,
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4| variations (Fig 16)

The dental varia
d notched upper lateral incisors, and

Ghew and «ps on the first molars and second
Carabelli’s L:J}ltrm are COMIMON variations amongst
‘I]]-;Tii?shl 1"“P“[“1"““"t' and occur here in the
frequency. Huml:_ less frequent varia-

alsp OCCUT, which may mdicate hiuu!.t_ rela-
fias '“lhcn-.'ucn the individuals similarly affected.
"",'m'it_up,.m,m of relationship is strongest between
The \LTEJIE‘ 24 and 36, and between 49 (adult) and
EndIVICLERES =2

.-'5-

deciduo
ancient D0
expected high

Excess teeth (hyperdontia)

There are no true supernumerary teeth. There are,
however, two cases of an extra cusp apparently
|-;_q-.'i|m its own root and rc:u:mhln_m a simple super-
r.umfran- fused on to the ot lln_:_r'-'.'l_.w nnrr_nn] second
molar, Although the cases differ in detail, the two
individuals may have been related.

us¢ 1: Grave 49. Adult male? Only the left molars
with the lower premolars and canine remain. :I‘hu
extra cusp is fused to the anterior buccal cusp of the
left upper second molar. Its root has been destroyed
by soil chemicals but originally lay parallel 1o the
adiacent normal root and was lightly attached to 1t
Fig l6a),

W

ig 16 Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: dental
nomalies. A) paramolar cusp from Grave
49. B) extra cusp from Grave 14. C) mis-
Placed pre-molar from Grave 13. D) lack

of siX permanent teeth, Grave 34.
~/ compression form and pre-molar
3genesis from Grave 36.
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Lase 2: Grave 14. Female,
well-marked accessory tooth is fused by the crown
utn [lu the buccal surface of the bucco-distal cusp of
the left lower second premolar. The root is a‘umﬁlu:c

ly sgparate, No
: aldll. | other dental A LA
(Fig 16b), anomalies are present

All teeth are present. A

If these dCCessory cusps can be counted as g single
.ummtthu the frequency is four reeth of 92 possible
or -._iur::c jﬂct|rat-:!'-.'. because of Post-mortem damage
two individuals affected oup ible to

als 3 of 29 possible
it I ible to

Naturally missing teeth (partial anodontia)

In British populations the third molar is quite fre-
quently absent or reduced in size. This trait is so
common that family relationship cannot safely he
di:_duwud from it. Two of the Alton series lack all four
third molars (34 and 42), and another (26) lacks
them in the mandible only. Two other individuals
(16 and 23) have all four distinctly reduced. Thus the
frequency of third molar agenesis is ten of a possible
79 teeth.

Rather less frequently, the upper lateral incisor is
similarly affected, but there are no such cases in this
comparatively short series. However, there are two
cases of a (usually) rarer anomaly, namely absence of
the second premolars with persistance of the second
deciduous molar. This is a very high [requency for a
short series and suggests that the individuals were
blood relations.

Case 1: Grave 34. As mentioned above, this young
man lacked all third molars. He also lacked both
upper second premolars, their position being filled
by rather worn but healthy milk molars. Several of
the anterior teeth are more widely spaced than usual,
and slightly irregular (Fig 16d).

Case 2: Grave 36, This man was at least fifteen years
older, and had lost the milk molars which replaced
the missing lower premolars. The size of the result-
ing space and of the contact facets on [he_-_ adjacent
teeth, is too great for premolars. On the left side the
first premolar had tlted back to close the space,
before its root had quite finished growing (as can be
seen by a ‘kink’ at its tip). This suggests that the left
deciduous molar was shed about its :_mrm_ul time,
though the right persisted and has leit a tuill-..ﬂ\r;id.
gap. The upper w;:nnd_ maolars are u_r H..m.ﬁ;“;.“?',
‘compressed” form, similar to those ol grave g
16e).

es of impacted third mutu_rs or
frequently found
isplaced premolar
al anomaly just

There are no cas
canines. which are the teeth most
malerupted, so the one casc of m
might be a form of the development

described.
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Case 3: Grave 13. This young woman had no room in
he de arcade for the upper right second premo-

e dental 1 s
5 There are no other

lar, which erupted _pal;mtallg.'.
dental anomalies (Fig 16c).

The frequency for second premolar agenesis 1S
thus four out of a possible 92 teeth, with one case of

displacement.

No evidence indicative of hl:mln:lauunshm was
given by the other non-metrical variables noted, that
is. minor sutural variations and T_hc Ilkr:._ I'j“," cases
of metopic suture were noted in 32 individuals,
about the expected number. There was one case cw._'h
of os inca (one in 23 skulls) and bilateral :;p_]wmnd
bones (of only two skulls with the sphenoid area
intact). Of 21 skulls, eight had one or more small
wormian bones in the lambdoid suture, onc case
being multiple though not grossly abnormal. There
were no clear cases of tori of the jaws.

The population shows a fairly even spread of age
and sex, in so far as these could be determined.
There was one newborn infant, about ten children
and six young people in their ‘teens’, while the adults
ranged from 20 years to five fairly elderly individuals
with considerable tooth loss. The adults were almost
equally divided as to sex. There is no evidence of
how they died, though several healed injuries and
other pathological conditions were found.

Grave 22. Sword wound and Zpseudo-
trephination (Fig 14)

Two areas which show bone lesions followed by
healing are present in this man. The largest extends
across the parietals near bregma, although the
wound was mainly on the right parietal. The most
anterior extension of the wound (and its probable
inflammatory sequelae) is just on to the frontal at
bregma.

_ Although healing obscures some detail, it seems
likely that the original lesion extended for about
90mm. From the long and relatively straight nature
of the lesion, it would seem most likely to have been
the result of a sword cut, Judging from the angular
nature of the anterior and posterior sides of the cur.
the direction of the blow was at a fairly low angle to
the skull and from behind, The wuujmm had con-
siderable impact and certainly cur down into the
unner table of the cranial vault. From the irregularity
of the margins of the wound, it can be supposed that
there followed a period of wound infection - then
later of healing. This amounted to some bone loss
and the ‘rounding off of the originally .‘ihﬂl"[i..'n:i]
bone. Also, the possibility thar splinters of loose

bone in the wound I
were removed ‘surgically® e
be ruled out. = i

In contrast to the

h‘»ng narrow pari
: . rietal damaee. the
frontal lesion js I tal damage, the

far more circular in shape — or ar
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least the external margin is. It is positioned
frontal boss region, and takes the form of
circular ‘crater’ with a maximum diameter of 53, -
The sides of this *crater’ are gently illc]inud- nrﬂ-
although post-mortem damage obscures ‘Cfri!r‘n[dﬁ '
tail, it seems probable that there was a smy)| perh r':
ation through to the endocranial surface, '['-'Ur.l\aull::.
able healing has taken place, and clearly t, Hlb‘.'
vidual survived this traumatic episode, irll:\'und 1hj
external margin of the lesion, there is no m:’u};._-.j
irregularity, suggesting that inflammation mys b
been minimal. The question arises with this fnmru&'
lesion as to whether it could be the resulp gf :nr:
intentional trephine operation. The general circular
shape certainly suggests this. However, the Jo.
angled inclination of the sides of the hole coyld b
used to argue against such a conclusion. Also, there
are various instances in the literature of glancing
sword cuts which have produced pseugp.
trephinations — rounded holes with low-angled sides,
In view of this, it is difficult to be certain of the
origins of the frontal damage - especially when
healing has obscured details of either surgical SCrap-
ing or sword slicing marks.

al the lefy
a roughly

Cremations, by Rosemary Powers, Briush
Museum (Natural History)

All the bones are fully cremated, pale grey in colour
with occasional areas of dark grey interior exposed
by breakage. They are calcined, fissured, and in
some cases distorted by heat. So little remains that
many of the numbered cremations could be
accounted for as scatter from others unless the
context indicates otherwise. Judging by the quantity
of bone recovered, numbers 1, 2 and 4 are un-
doubtedly genuine cremations. The status of the rest
must be decided by comparing the following
anatomical notes with the archaeological context ol
the graves.

Catalogue of cremated bone

Cremation 1. Adult female, or possibly youth
Skull: one tooth root (probably canine) with oot
canal closed, and fragments of rather thin parietal
bone with an open sagittal suture.

Skeleton: many fragments including a femur head,
parts of femur and radius shafts, and distal extrem®
ties of two basal toe phalanges.

Cremation 2. Adult, probably female. .
Skull: pieces of rather thin skull vault, only ”-n|t'
piece (probably the bregmatic angle of the panctd
showing an open suture.

Skeleton: long-bone including femur, and t%
phalanges. All rather featureless.

o [oE

Cremation 3. Female or youth? -
Skull: two fragments showing traces of open St

ol

= i g, Neither |
e nd show arth

SR L mercheae, da

e 5. Mo specmen

< b Adull
5 e e Go0th 10 A

- gments of bong-be

mpm 7. Possibly but ¢
| e @ accndenta] mit
it b, southwest. A 1
=, by dong-bone.,
ey fmgments of cabcime
| ':]m_
= IS B cenire: pat,
0, ¢ beng from 3 thip
=4 shove,
72 e o op o
2% of unburny,
.'d.L‘f-:!Ej. ifimal, the.




*d at e s
!f{. mllg}l].
T Of 3y
:Jmm! ang,
centry] g,
mall Perfa,.
¥, ns:’dr,_
ly the ing:
Beyong i,
] mk:-c
) ISt gy,
this fﬂmu;
esult of 4
Tl Circuly
"y the Joy.
le could b
i'!.I.]EU‘ E}b'ﬂ.:
of glancing

Pseude
1gled sides
tain of the
ially when
ical scrap.

., British

¢ in colour
i exposed
d, and in
mains tha
could be
inless the
¢ quanfry
4 are on
of the rest
following
context of

Sly youth.
with oot
in parietal

mur head;
| extremt

"~ only oné
e pﬂ:’iﬁlal

d two 1%

= sutures:

¥ oats of small, smooth long-bone
heleton: {ragme

shalts.

4. Adult male in prime of life.

o yault fragments with open sutures and robust
Shull: V2t kings, representing all the main bones.
muscle m'drlf an.turinr teeth (?canines) with the root
Nuln.T::j Fragments of jaws showing that the
:ji_T:wing tecth were present. )

' 654321 123456

Cremation

__654-21 12----

of ibular condyle.

]{E;ﬂ:::i?dfmgnwmﬁ of tibia, femur, pelvis, and
distal condyle of a humerus, all robust. An unusually
y-.-cll-prt'ii‘f‘-"?d length of ulna shaft, COMPprising 1hc_
jowest third of the bone, and several fragments of
hand bone (metacarpals, phalanges and one curpa_l.ﬁ.
Several cervical vertebrae, damaged but recognis-
shle, including atlas. Neither 1t}c_ cervicals nor the
mandibular condyle show arthritic changes.

Cremation 5. No specimen.

Cremation 6.  Adult. —
Skull: one anterior tooth in its socket, root canal
closed. . _ .
Skeleton: fragments of long-bone and (2) pelvis.

Cremation 7.  Possibly but not certainly human.
More likely an accidental mixture.
4. Burnt bone, southwest. A minute calcined frag-
ment, probably long-bone.
b. Many fragments of calcined long-bone resemb-
ling the above.

Burnt bones in centre pit. Six slightly larger
fragments, one being from a thin skull. Same degree
of burning as above.

d. Unburnt bones on top of cremation 7 in topsoil.
I'wo short lengths of unburnt, decayed long-bone.
One is undoubtedly animal, the other indeterminate
bu, 1_1 human, it might be a juvenile fibula.

¢. Unburnt bones in southwest post-hole. A similar
deciyed, unburnt length of long-bone shaft, round
i section. It is indeterminate, but, if human, might
™ &0 infant radius, humerus or femur.

 remation 8, Adult? Fragments of long-bone
;‘131_'. The lk_‘ifk‘:-‘ih undoubtedly femur, are dark
;L”:l:_llrﬁi_m_[lx_u white crust, not white throughout
of unky jority of [his_&ur:us, An intrusive fragment

inburnt long-bone is also present.
::;:;;:::[m“ q Human? One cremated long-bone
+ 4 piece of thin cortex. Probably scatter.

Cremar; 2 :
[“Mation 10, Human, Five fragments of skull,

dark grey | :
o By Inzide with a white criter. amed "
Iragmen;. white crust, and a long-bone

f_;f'im&[iun 11

: Unidentifiable. Two minute :
Widenifighje frog entifiable. Two minute and

ments, probably scatter.
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Cremation 12. No specimen,
Cremation 13, Ng specimen.
Cremation 14.  Adult, probably male. Two

groups were presented for study,
parts of the same cre ;
inconclusive,

a. Hn_nu:x found outside pot. Skull: three fragments
of occipital (?) bone showing a length of o oy
lambdoid (?) suture. Skeleton: many long-bone ‘:]Etil':
fragments including femur and tibia. ‘
b. Bones inside pot. Skull: four more skull
ments showing some lengths of open suture, These
are distorted by heat and impossible 1o identify with
certainty. H_kelcmn: post-cranial fragments inciuding
the head of a femur or humerus. part of the distal
condyle of a humerus, the arch of a vertebra, sciatic
notch of ilium, and a fibula shaft.

: Ihey are probably
mation, but the evidence is

frag-

Cremation 15. Unidentifiable, but possibly juve-
nile. '
a. Five fragments, two of skull and three of long-
bone with thin cortex,

b. Burnt bone near cremation. Two fragments of
similar long-bone.

Cremation 16.
a. Six cranial fragments, including a short length of
open suture, and many long-bone fragments.
b. Long-bone fragments.

Cremation 17. Four fragments of long-bone
shaft, including tibia.

Cremation 18. Two minute, unidentifiable, bone
splinters.

Cremation 19. One fragment of skull with a
trace of open suture, and six unidentifiable frag-
ments.

Cremation 20. Either juvenile or senile. Frag-
ments of both skull and long-bone. The skull
appears to be very thin,

Cremation 21. Unidentifiable. Splinters from a
long-bone, probably all from the diaphyseal region
of the same large long-bone.

Cremation 22. Human? Three splinters of long-
bone, one being from either a femur or humerus

shaft.

Cremation 23. No specimen.

Cremation 24. Probably adult. Five f.'r.'!mul !m;f-
ments showing open lengths of the lambdoid suture,
and many long-bone fragments.

Cremation 25. Unidentifiable long-bone Irag-
ments.
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Elderly person or possibly youth?
| vault, and post-cranial frag-
th of tibia shaft and possibly

Cremation 26,
Fragments of thin skul
ments including a leng
part of the patella.

Cremation 27. Adult. A skull fragment from

TCIm .y _
near asterion, and many long-bone [ragments includ-
ing femur and ulna shalfr.

Cremation 28. Unidentifiable. Three minute
splinters.

Cremation 29. Adult. Fragments, including
skull vault, patella, and long-bone shafts.

Cremation 30. Probably elderly person or youth.
Fragments, including three pieces of rather thin
skull vault, and two splinters of long-bone.

Cremation 31, Elderly adult, probably female.
a. Skull: rather thin and dense skull [ragments
{occipital and parietal bones) with some lengt hs of
open suture, probably the lamdoid. Part of the left
mandibular ramus showing the molar and premolar
sockets. These teeth were present at death. The
roots of one molar are present, slightly malformed
(fused together in a conical mass).

Skeleton: recognisable areas include the odontoid
process of the atlas, the body of another cervical with
distinct osteoarthritic changes (lipping and degen-
eration of the body articulation) and part of the
femur ‘neck’.

b. Bones near cremation 31, probably part of it.
Another skull fragment, and fragments of radius and
humerus () shafts.

Cremation 32. Adult, probably male. Frag-
ments, including skull (split through the diploe) and
some pieces of long-bone, probably femur. Although
little remains, the size suggests the sex.

- Cremation 33, Four separate packets, all un-
identifiable. There is nothing inconsistent with their
being scatter from human cremations.

a. Burnt bone below the northwest corner. One
Iragment of long-bone, perhaps phalanx or radius,
but not identifiable as to species.

b. Burnt bone in north gulley. A fragment of a
l:an_:'.jr long-bone, perhaps femur or humerus, but
not identifiable as to species.

¢. Burnt bone in north gulley, Three unidentifiable
long-bone fragments,

d. Burnt bone, sieved. Three unidentifiable frag-
ments, two being of long-bone,

Cremations 3442, No specimens,

E{:n'maliun 43, Probably human: four fragments
of cremated bone, one being probably femur shaft;
one piece of long-bone, either humeruys or femur

shaft; and some smaller fragments of long bone

Cremations 44-6. No specimens,

SPECIALIST REPORTS

Cremations: a

report on
material, by Alison Cameron, Unjy
Bradford

additiong|
L‘T?ill'l}.' of

Fourteen samples of human cremated bone g,
available at the tume the report by Rosemary i,w_u'_';
was written were examined in the mmfﬂicq-,-; If‘|-
minimum number of individuals was estimared o
fourteen, as none of the cremations containg

than one individual.

ated g5
d more

Observations were made for age, but g 5tima.
tions of sex or stature could be made. No anthropol-
ogy or pathology was I'Il.!1.L'd. The resulis by indi.
vidual for bone preservation, age and weight of the
cremation are given in the catalogue below. The
results are summarised in Table 28,

Demographic results

There were two middle-aged adults and one old
adult present in this sample population. No other
observations could be made.

Table 28. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: cremations -
addinional material, by age and weight of human bony

Burial Age Weight

4 : ~
B = -
7 middle-aged adult? -
10 - -

& middle-aged adult 469%
19 :

31 : =
32 fold adult -
33 -

34 - =
35 -
46 -

Catalogue of cremated bone: additional
material

Cremation 1. This contained six fragments ol
bone which could not positively be identified as
human.

Cremation 4. This contained fve lF-’#]“L“[_l‘_l.L
human bone. No further observations were possitie:

Cremation 6. This contained thirty .[.mj;ﬂ'h"n.,l;i :lh
bone which could not positively be identihied 2
human.

i ) " : ; skull

Cremation 7. This contained one human "::m.
vault fragment. No further observations were P
ble.
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agments o
{entified 3

-ggments ol
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iion 10, This contained one human long-
Crem 2

. further observations were possi-
. fragment. NO
wone frag

ble.
- mation 12. Bone preservation: moderate,
L-Mnl' ‘he individual was present. Age: middle-
ml:j[.'_'ldll[l based on the endocranial sutural fusion.
age :
Weight: 4692

Cremation 13. This contained ten fragments of
hable human bone. No further observations were
pirod

Tuﬂbiﬂl-'-

Cremation 19. This contained eleven fragments of
rlll"'.lhlt‘ human bone. No further observations were
i"' L

]\ﬁ'i].h!l.".

Near cremation 31. This contained two long-
hone fragments which were not positively identified
2 human.

Cremation 32. This contained one human skull
vault fragment, probably from an old adult, based on

sndocranial sutural fusion. No further observations
were possible.

Cremation 33.  This contained seventeen human
bone fragments. No further obs¢rvations were possi-
ble.

Cremation 34, This contained one human skull
vault fragment. No further observations were possi-
ble.

Cremation 35. This contained five bone frag-
ments which could not positively be identified as
human.

Cremation 46. One long-bone fragment which
could not pesitively be identified as human.

The phosphate samples, by David
Gurney, Norfolk Archaeological Unit

The samples

E"_""-' samples were submitted for analysis. The de-

lals of the samples are as follows:

L. Cremation 30. Soil from centre of hole; body
deposit, '

3 E:r'-:miﬂl_ﬂn 30. Etlﬁ:ii from ﬁ_urrmmu.i_in.‘;idg hole.
Jtmation 33. Sample of cremation soil, 2in

below chalk level northwest corner.

{_‘mm“‘.m“ 33 square. Sample of soil under

g E-mm“f’n' South of northwest corner.

©+ Memation 45, Sample of fill in northeast corner.

.

Method of analysis

The s
he samples were analyse:

Uting d for inorganic phosphate
N2 the method develo phosp

ped by the British Museum
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Research Laboratory, based
hJuq:_ method of Murphy and
details of this method see Cra
ing.

on the molybdenum
Riley 1962. For full
ddock et al forthcom-

The results

The following results of phosphate analysis were

obtained:
Sample =5 | mg P/100gm
1 35
2 34
3 67
4 67
5 25
Comment

The range of phosphate values in the five samples is
25-67 mg P/100gm. In the absence of further sam-
ples from which the ‘background’ P level could be
assessed, it is not possible 1o determine whether or
not these values represent significant enhancements.
It is not inconceivable that even these apparently low
values might be enhanced due to the presence of
cremated bone.

Samples 1 and 2 have very similar values (35 and
34 mg), while the results from samples 3 and 4 were
identical (67 mg). This suggests that there are no
differences between the samples taken from the areas
of the two cremations (cremations 30 and 33: sam-
ples 1 and 3 respectively) and the surrounding soils
(respectively, samples 2 and 4).

Textiles, by Elisabeth Crowfoot

The identifiable textile remains from the Alton
cemetery are small fragments on grave-goods of iron
and bronze, in which most of the fibres have _hcm
replaced by metal oxides. A few surviving flhir::-u
were identified as probably flax (graves 7, 16, 37).

The spinning, wherever clear, is Z in both systems
on all fragments examined. The weaves present are
tabby (plain weave), four-shed twills, and tablet-
weave. Of the tabby weaves, eleven rcEngmsuh]ﬂ
examples are all medium grade. One, 27.6, I}ab a
scrap of simple unreinforced sulvu::.{gc; _anm_hcr m.,T
the same grave, 27.3, shows a paired fwelt .ttn?l..i d,
perhaps a mistake or repair rather than a dE.LUI‘dI.]-'-JE.‘
feature such as the paired throws at regular intervals
on a weave from Finglesham grave 203,

all four-shed c:mesu'1||.-r_inns.
en from such small pieces,
<. while one, 12.3, (7]
d weave of the most

The twill weaves are
Seven, as far as can be se
are simple 2/2 diagonal weave
(Fig 17), is a broken diamon




Table 29

Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: textile canafogue. * Replaced” t5 ured to madu

letters & and 5, the probable warp thread bang placed frrse. Owverall measurements of |

otheroie sraned

Canlogue
Number

{¥bect

T:HM Buckle
9. 2(Flu Knife

abiject

On chape
INear edpge

934 Murse mwuant, ring

11.4F) Fe fing
11.5a Fe buckle loop
11.3b Fe buckh: loop

12 1E Saucer brooch

Saocer brooch
Keve and knife

¢ sword

Saucer brooch B

Sancer brooch’ L

Girdle hangers

Fe baickle
buckle

s rings

e knife
Fe sharpencr
Fe Joop
Fe b
Button hrooch
Spearheacd
Bution brooch
Fe buckle
Spearhead
Fe bar

Fe tweezers

Fe [ragmenis

U ring
Loose scrap

Ch fragments

Tied round scrap

Fin amachment
O pan

Pin attachment
One sade

(hher side

All along
O blade

From' hilt

On pn
Piny anachment

Chme shall
On loop

One side ring

Complete ring
Another ring
One side
nher wide

Mear end loop

Pin attachment
Al pan end
O shakt
Fibres only
Pin

On blade

Un socket

Two peeces

Fibec

# Flax

Replaced
Replaced
Replaced
Replaced
Replaced
Replaced
Replaced
Replaced
Replaced
Replaced

Replaced
Beplaced

Eeplsced

Eep
Replaced
#Flax

} Replaced
Replaced

Replaced
Eeplaced

Repiaced

Eeplaced
Replaced
Beplaced
Replaced
Replaced
Beplaced
Replaced
Keplaced
Repiaced
Eeplaced
#Flax

Replaced
Replaced
Replaced
Replaced
Replaced

Repltaced

BB B I

b

Lastind Measirement

Fabby 6% on Smm
Iakyby

Ihreads
212 will b an Smim
22 twill 6% on 5 mm
Threads

Talsbry LR

#FTwill ¢ 15/12-13
Thresds

Ihireads
Broken
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Twall 10-12410

17-1816=17

Twill
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Tabbw B 1314

Flablen T rwists (oo Smm

*Plan
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Siring
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popular Anglo-Saxon pattern

| Lrowfoor 1981, 418
22). s position ¢

in the keys e SURECSIS that it comes
from a woman's gown, though with s tarrly hne
near-cven count (17-18/16-17 thresds percm)and 7
spiniung it could be of flax (Crowfoot 1983, SHI12.
$22, SH 1938, 466-7). One coarser twill, from
iron bar, 41.7b, is a loose UNEVEN Weave,
of broken thread ends and loops; while these may be
sumply the result of damage before ax
appear to be spaced regularly, and 10 lie in rows
c3mm apart, which suggest the spaced pile of a cloak
or coverlet, as at Banstead Down and autton Hoo
Crowfoot 1976, 69-70; Crowfoot 1983, 426-8

C

A0
with traces

disation, they

Traces of tablet-weave on one of a par of
brooches, 23.1, the only example preserved here of
this technique, probably come from a decorative
braid at the neck of a woman’s gown

I'hreads wound round iron rings (11.4) have been
noted in other cemeteries (for example Finglesham.
graves 35, 144; Portway East, Andover, grave 67
and could be decorative, though perhaps repair, or
covering rough edges, is more likely
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Chapter 5

Catalogue of Graves

[ghumations

The graves were irregular in _:'uharhlg~ and the measure-
neats given on the second line of each entry are the
qauimum length, width and depth as cut into the
alk. The position of the skeleton was, usually,
supine with legs straight and arms fairly straight
with hands on top of the femurs or on the pelvis.
Any divergent position is noted. The term bronze is
wed in its conventional sense.

GRAVE 1 (Figs 22 and 43). Male, ¢9.5°

Tio6in * 2ft %in (2.29m * 0.84m).

On right side, left arm bent, right arm straight, with
hand in front of pelvis, legs slightly bent. Bones not
srailable; a full set of teeth visible on a photograph
JUEZESIS 4 YOUNE man.

Sword. Remains of iron pommel with curved
top; trace of upper guard. No radiograph available.
L #7.2em, width 4.5cm. On edge, alongside and ar
e back of the body.

_h[iurhmd. Long, narrow blade, L 34.6cm,
f:d{lh 24cm, plus socker fragment with one rivet,
i @ projection possibly a rivet but not extending
sross socket, L 5.9cm.

W-,‘H'p"“‘rﬁ"“d; Leaf-shaped blade, angular join to
Pl socket with rivet. L 22cm.

.43 together well above the floor in the corner of
¢ grave behind the skull.
3 N i
o T.Jn;uﬁ:::f!h ?}’f-":-k':-'“n‘-":x dome, spike top, nar-
dimaged. hpllil __“fJ nob-headed rivets. The top was
eter 12 o .:n. ‘_"-lil'dhhifd in, before burial. Dia-
s ongmal height ¢7em.

T'l". 0 ey

me F"’dlh.:lij] end s = F s
s each wigh Ti & fragments ol a strap

vet. L 4.2¢m, 4.6cm; width 2.2cm.

% ay o
d b between femurs.

¢, d. Two convex tron disc-headed rivets with
traces of bronze on both sides. Diameter 2.7cm.
Position not known.

5. Bronze rectangular plate. Fastened by four rivets
to a back plate. Front decorated by a border of
double dot stamps and another row in the middle.
1.7cm x lcm, to hold thickness of material 1.5mm.
In front of right femur.

6. Knife. Two fragments, blade L 12.8cm, tang L
6cm. Groove visible along back of knife, and X-ray
shows a separate strip ¢3mm wide welded the length
of the back. ?At hip near sword, or by left hand.

&ft 5in x 2ft 8in ¥ 1ft 6in (2.57m x 0.8lm X

0.46mj). .
Skull right, right arm bent with hand in pelvis.

GRAVE 2 (Figs 7, 22, 23 and 43). Male, 62°.

1. a. Sword. Gilt bronze strip border to lront of
scabbard mouth, six horizontal decorauve ridges.
Width 1cm. Fleece lining to 5u;§hhard. No radio-
graph available. L. 90.8m, width 4.6cm; tang
11.5cm. On edge, along left side of body.

b. Yellow translucent glass disc bead with oval
perforation. Diameter 2.1lcm.

c. Very light green 1r.'351.~zluc_cm glass Jm. b‘.ljdq
decorated with white t l-aiis_, five Ciru.;llj]?ti.'ri::;l..l..d;:ﬂ -L:ll
zigzag top and bottom. Diameter 2. er:u |:1¢] m:m
only shown on grave plan by the blade, L..l.ql. =
end of tang. Position of other bead not known.

Broad, corrugated blade i_n;m-n.-d
1 the right, spht socket
h. L 39.5cm. Right of

2. Spearhead.
near tip, the lower plane or
with rivet visible on radiograp

skull.




ALTON C

T2
3. a. Spearhead. Angular blade, split socket with
one rivet. L 24.1cm.

b. Ferrule. Conical, L 9.6cm.

3b berween the feet. 2

3ai right corner of grave,
4 3 abov ly c10cm above and

and 3a above floor level, 2 probabl
33 ¢l5cm above.

4. Bronze-bound bucker (plate IIb). l;:'rllr "-’L'HI_E'J-!
hands. two holding the handle atIIld two intervening
on opposite sides decorated with three bosses at
intervals and borders of repoussé dots, i_:l}:.h:].’_md to the
hucket by rivets and folded over 1o the inside at top
and bottom. On one of these shorter bands there 15
additional decoration of a diagonal cross at the
bottom. The two vertical handle bands are decorated
only with three repoussé bosses and fold under the
bottom of the bucket. At the top they are squarcld off
above the rim and re-inforced by two additional
bands matching a short vertical band inside. These
are pierced by a rivet on which the handle swings.
Near the top of one there is a scratched design. The
handle consists of two layers of bronze, one thick
and one thin. of which most of the thin upper layer is
missing. A U-sectioned edging to the rim is fixed by
the fold of two of the uprights and by two folded
tabs. one near each handle upright. Fragmentary
wood remains: vew, Taxus sp. Diameter top 13.5cm,
diameter bottom 14.2-14.8cm, height 12.8cm. At
top middle of grave.

5. a. Shield boss. Dome slightly convex with
carination, small button top, wide flange with prob-
ably six disc-headed rivets. Squashed and damaged
before burial. Diameter cl6cm, height ¢8.5cm.
Between the knees.

b. Fragmentary strap grip, L 13cm.

c. Disc-headed nvet, diameter 1.4cm.

d. River with square rove. 1 em X lem.
Positions of 5¢ and d not known.
6. Bromze tweezers. Decorated by three pairs of
transverse lines, grooves on the looped end and

nicked edges. L 13cm. Right chest. In private
possession.

7. a. Curving iron fragment. ?Part of buckle loop.
L 1.7cm.

_b. Flat iron band, narrowing at one end and
with two rivets. 3.5cm * 1.3cm.

c. Flat iron band fragm. - :
‘ en! with two e
2.5cm ¥ 1.4cm. 0 rivets.

: d End of ?hr_rm- and iron belt plate. ?Bone
widening to D-section, riveted to iron plate, two

HAPTER 5: CATALOGUE OF GRAVES

rivets visible on X-ray. 3.5em x 1 8em
remains on both sides. '
Reconstruction Fig 7.

E'Exr_i_|..

8. Two dron shaft fragments, circular ip sectis
Section:
a. Curving at one end, L 3cm,
b. Straight, L. 2.7cm.

A long object shown on the grave plan (top lef; o
* LS
may represent 7 or 8.

This grave also contained cremation 44 in g Ry,
pot. ;

GRAVE 3 (Figs 24 and 43). c108°,

T » c3ft (2.13m = 0.91m).

Part skull and lower leg fragments only, the rest of
the bones being removed when grave 4 was m;p:
across it nearly at right angles. :

1. Tall pedestal por (plate 1Ic). Double line neck
decoration, seven shallow vertical bosses each bard.
ered by double lines. Fabric 1. Height 17.7cm,
diameter mouth 9.5cm, diameter foot 7.5¢m. Left of
skull.

GRAVE 4 (Figs 24 and 43). Male, 5

Tt > 3ft 3in (2.13m * 0.99m).

The grave cut across grave 3 nearly at right angles,
destroying most of grave 3. Skull right, left arm
slightly bent, away from body.

1. Spearhead. Lozenge blade, split socket with
rivet hole, L. 32.1cm.

2. Small spear or dart. Leaf-shaped blade with
slight mid-rib. Split socket, rivet hole in decorative
groove between TWo Narrower grooves. L 14.3cm
1 and 2 together, right of skull.

3. a. Shield boss. Convex dome, spike top, slight

carination, narrow flange, five knob-headed rivets.
Diameter 12.9cm, height Yem.

b. Swap grip, widening at ends, L 11.8cm.
Outside right elbow.

4. Knife or seax. Angled back, curved c_uuim‘: L'd_ﬂt‘:
organic remains on tang. L 27.lcm, width 2.6cm.

5. Knife fragment. Organic remains on (ang L
8.9cm.

4 and 5 together, between left arm and body.

1) was

6. An iron shield disc appliqué (diameter 2.8em s
kept associated with the pot 3.1, but may come !
grave 4.

o5 01 @
r[::n To right
foor and slopt

Knife- Cutl
Radiograph sh
i Wkﬂd-. Pﬂ'!
|'|"|i]!|. d'l:"l’iT.l-

In filk
3, Five thick
ted carination,

(e other she

GRAVE 7 (Fi
St Sim % Mt
{i.4bm).

Skeleton tight
e with left ar
s that right k

I Spearhead
on the right.

right hand fac
m socket, L

:_. Knife, Bo
right forearm

3 Bickle, I
Pale fastened
Yorders and
il crossing
itearm,

i Llﬂﬁﬂh‘d
m sides,

':ha:.;.;q] Palg

S
J_ﬂjll“ X 1t
¢ ragmep
TeEmenys

No fings.




M. Tegi,

1 Sectioy:

D left cheg

N a Romgy

, the rest of
4 was dug

¢ line neck
- each bord-
ht 17.7cm.
ern. Left of

1ght angles,
i, left arm

socket with

blade with
n decoratve
L 14.3m.

¢ top, slight
sqded nivets.

. L 11.3cm.

cutting edge
cidth 2.6cm-

on tang- L

nd body.

or 2.8cm) Wi
ay come {107

INHUMATIONS

werson or female, c41®.
gs under the bungalow, only the

E 5. Youne |

o of the grave e
hones being visible.

o 24 and 43). Male, €24-27, 84.5°.
hRu Lf ;#i 14t 4in (2.08m % 0.91m X 0.41m).
pd 'M}. ~ere no back teeth, an advanced age
As [ht:H ht likely by the excavator. Bone report:
ﬂ“‘ﬂ; m?%_L_;I',.T Skull to right, hands on wop of
female =770
(pmurs-

Spearhead. Angular, split socket with transverse
e Plrlub-ahlc inlaid ring on each right hand wing.
_"‘_"f'l_'.ﬁr;,f ash remains, Fraxinus sp, in socket. L
l”: To right and ahead of skull, 2in (5cm) above
p;r and sloping with point up.

ife. Cutting € “UrVES int, blade worn.
s Knife. Cutting edge curves to pomnt,
ﬁ3d3.1gléph <hows blade welded to back. On tang
pt wood, possibly horn. L. 15.2cm. Left waist,

:\'.ml down.

In fll: " :
. Five thick grey sherds (fabric 4), including facet-
wod carination, at head 6in (15¢cm) deep.

One other sherd and Samian fragments.

GRAVE 7 (Figs 25 and 43). Male, c24-27, 355°.
S Sin % 1t 6in % 1ft 6in (1.65m > 0.46m X
(46m).

Skeleton tightly fitted into narrow grave. On right
ide with left arm slightly bent; both knees drawn up
so that right knee was 1ft 2in (35.5cm) above floor.

. Spearhead. Angular, stepped planes, the lower
on the right. Probable traces of ring inlay on each
right hand face. Remains of ashwood, Fraxmus sp,
in socket, L 23.9cm. Lying on the face.

L. Knife. Both sides curve to point. L 22cm. Under
nght forearm.

:: Buckle. Iron loop and tongue, bronze double
plate fastened by two rivets. Decorated by nicked
torders and stamped dots in diagonal cross with a
third crossing line. L 7.2cm. Mid-waist under left
lorearm.

i- Unbaked clay cube containing specks of chalk.
mm sides. Beside top of skull.

Charcoal patch under right ribs.

'-'},t';‘-" E 8 (Fig 43). New-born baby, 88°.
e X 1ft % 6in (0.69m % 0.31m x 0.15m).

g F

amall fragmeante

Ir; iraigments of skull at west end, and other bone
HEments,

No finds,
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GRAVE 9 (Figs 25 ; = )
Hjﬁ.ﬁ“'. (Figs 25 and 43). Female juv

4ft 4in = 2ft 3in x 1t Tin (1.3
e (1.32m x 0.69m =

Skull right, hands on top of femurs.

enile, aged 7,

1. Beads:
Glass a. 2 disc, rust red
b. 3 disc, vellow
-1 disc, olive green translucent
1 disc, dark olive green translucent
| disc, dark green
1 disc, white
3 disc, black
| annular, blue transhucent
20 annular, dark blue translucent
| annular, dark blue translucent (double)
| melon, black
1 disc, light green translucent, rust red
swirls
Under left hand and some under pelvis.

el ah-a bl bl ol - B L =R £

2. Kmfe. Narrow blade, part of tang missing, L
12.3cm.

3. [Iron purse mount. Fragment, remains of buckle
in middle, L. 6.8cm.

4. [Irom ring, diameter 4cm. This may have been a
ring brooch or buckle as it appeared to have a cross
pin when excavated.

2-4 together at left waist; 2 and 3 lying parallel to
each other, on top of 4.

GRAVE 10. ¢95.5° b
The foot of a west-cast grave was located, 11t 9in
(0.53m) wide, lft 9in (0.53m) surviving length,
depth 1ft (0.31m). B

The end of a leg and toe bones were visible. Most
was in the next garden and permission to excavate
was refused.

GRAVE 11 (Figs 25 and 44). Female, 16-18, 95.5°.
76t % 2ft 3in % 1ft 10in (2.13m X 0.69m x 0.56m).
Skull right, right hand beside femur, left hand on
top of objects on top of left femur,

1. [ronpinwithaflat, colled head. L 12 cm. At neck.

2. Knife. Straight back, curved blade, probably
horn on tang. L 13cm.
3 Perforated bronze com. Regular Antonmanus

cAD 275-93 (identified by P E Curnow, HBMCE).

4. Iron ring, ends overlapping. Diameter Jem

i jameter dcm.
5. g, Part oval iron [oop, diameler

f bl | ongue
b, Iron fragments of oval buckle loop, 1ONE

and plate. L 4.3cm.
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. rforation. Dia
] e=e disc with central e
& Thin bromse
meter 3.7cm
serforated.  Maximian

Roman com, |

””’":"] Allis AD 303-5 (identifie

(ralenius

now, HBMCE).

d by P E Cur

»_7 were all under the lelt hand, partly on top of left
=i WL o

/ « Jeft femur
femur and partly inside left e

In fll .
§  Flat chalk dis Diameter 3.2¢m, 0.8cm thick.

Left of skull.

One Roman sherd also found in grave fll.

GRAVE 12 (Figs 26 and 44). Female, probably 30 or
older, 78.5° _ i »
An old man probably 30 or more according o the
bone report. Lower jaw mn suu slightly left; the skull
fallen backwards and to left

. Gilt bronze saucer brooch (plate Id). Central
knob in a beaded ring surrounded by a zone ol seven
spirals, each with a beaded spur and an outer,
coarsely beaded border. A double lug with remains
of iron spring and stub of pin catch at the back with

separale pin catch mend. Diameter 4.3cm.

2. Gilt bronze saucer brooch, pair to 1. Pin catch,
double lug and remains of iron pin at back. Diameter

4.5¢m

1. Folded bronze comcal tube. Remains of iron
suspension loop through perforation at narrower
end. Probable traces of wood round an iron core at
the wider end. L 8, lcm. Mid-chest with 1 to right
and 2 to left.

4, Hq'l]’l.il'-

. Amber a. 2 small, roughly-shaped
b. | wedge-shaped
Glass c. 2 cylinder, black coiled
d. 1 cylinder, blue translucent drawn
€. | globular, colourless drawn

On chest

i Amber | wedge-shaped

w. Amber a. 5 wedge-shaped
Crystal b, | disc

At left wast.

3. Irom ring holding two key fragments looped over.

and one won noeted fab. Diameter ring 6cm.

6. Knife. Both sides curve to point, probably horn
on tang. L. 12cm. .
5-and 6 together outside left hani
vertically alongside the middle o
keys extending horizont
'!h!: 11.".{.

I, the ring standing
[ the knife and the
ally and downwards under

CATALOGUE OF GRAVES

Iron mn ]!.:I-~1 'L'.Irl.L"Li OVer i

lorm head
9.9¢cm. Between right humerus and cibe ™
In fill: one sherd, [abric 3.
GRAVE 13 (Fig #4). Female, c20, 113
6ft 3in x 3ft x 1 7in (1.91m % 0.91m » o 4

Skull looking down right; right hand on 1on
left hand beside pelvis, left knee ben ”,.I

UwWard

No finds

GRAVE 14 (Figs 26, 27 and 44
S5t 9in = 2t 10in
0.46m

The head of the grave was very near the hedge whis
must have protected 1t from disturbane I
ploughing, for the head was covered by chalk Ty
¢lft (0.31m) high. Upper part of body bent 1o
skull slightly right, left arm shghtly bent with hapd
in i\chi‘n left foot placed over right foor

Female, ¢21

Ht 6in (1.75m * 0K o

1. Bronze guoit brooch (plate Ij). Tinned on 1o
surface, thin sheet, slightly shelving, inner and
border of rough notching to imitate beading: pie
looped through perforation. Duameter 3.6cm

2. Bronze quour brooch (plate lk). Pair 1 :
beading imitation more successful, Diameter 3.6cm
3. Irom pin. Slightly curved, shepherd's crool
head. L. 10.7¢m

4. Glass boule neck fragmimt, blue-green, Romas
L 3em. 1 and 2 were lving near cach other, | abov
2, face downwards on the iron pin on top of
breast bone. 4 was nearby.
S, Knife. Both edges curve to point, probably hoe
on tang. L. 13.5¢cm. Lying horizontally at was
point 1o left.

L 1] K
6. Black bumished cannated pood, IOk
height 12¢cm. maximum diameter 14cm.

In fill: 2 number of sherds, mostly at a high level 8
foot and south side ol grave.

a. One thick base fragment, I
neck

T 5
1
gt

4

b. One flat-topped nm sherd, fabric

GRAVE 15 (Fig 44). Infant, 2, 182 0 Thm
it %in 2t 6in * 1t Tin (1.14m X °
0.48m

Wi II I"I':

Cremati?

This grave was under a brick retaming
complete excavalion was possible
right foot of grave is later, and was €
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* hedge which
turbance
y chalk fumps
v bent 1o e,
2nt with hang
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inned on top
iner and outer
beading; pin
¢ 3.6cm.

air to 1, bu
meter 3.6cm.

herd’s crook
reen, Roman

sther, 1 above
an top of the

probably hom
ally at wai,

i. Fabric 1,
m.

2 high level &

yric 5, Jeft o

abric 3.
]. % 0.76m *

wall, bt

ing h
jon 38 4

remal |<'
{ug partly ¥

kull to left, both arms slightly bent
lightly flexed to right.

g fill.
4 both legs §

wo finds.

(Figs 5» 77, 28 and 44; plate IIT). Male,

:,S.h'l.fj;-‘ « 4ft 6in * 3it 2in (2.39m X 1.37m x
[T MR

'-:J'm e was roughly cut and deep, disturbing
The g.mmt 46: the feet rested on the inchine of the
'R:m;.:t” []'u:' incline at the head end had been
wiively hollowed out to the floor so that the
seka Tdm could rest on a flat surface. Skeleton on
w.: l-:‘;,‘ some bones well preserved, others com-
i:!:-;u_:i'.' mi;;_;g‘ﬂg1 £g righ_l hand. Ri_:_:Jln arm in 1':-u_n| of
- v left hand in pelvis, both legs inclined to right.

wall,

2. b. Sword. Bronze pommel with incurved
:.J"."i and hole at top. Bronze sleeve at each end of
;-r:p leaving space lcm at top uml and {_3.91.'111 at
bortom for guards. Organic material covering grip,
.nd 2two layers of replaced texule fragments on
wmmel. Possible remains of thin iron sheet on
under side of lower guard. Remains of scabbard on
hlade. X-ray shows four rows of pattern-welding,
sernately straight and diagonal lines, double layer.
L 92cm, width Scm. Across lower part of body,
nommel on left elbow and point by right knee.

Silver gilt buckle with triangular plate (Frontis-
niece). The loop is decorated with chip-carved
tmangles on the front, and nielloed diagonal lines
behind, with niello lines between and bordering the
iriangles. Six rows of twisted gold filigree (pseudo-
are inserted in two recessed panels in the top.
The tongue is shaped, with a shield base inset with a
e shell ring and four triangular clossons sur-
munding a circular garnet. Shaky straight and step-
wtaped cells contain garnets with a gold trellis back-
imound, The triangular plate folds over the loop and
15 w0 lateral and a terminal dome-headed rivet. A
o of coarse beaded filigree borders the whole gold
aset plate. Five rows of finer twisted filigree form a
et trame 1o the shield, and terminate each end in
.\rjli.hﬂrvtd ﬁh'&pg- (Fig 5d). At each side a bird’s
o curing beak. and garnet body (Fi )
R : twisted filigree remain in one border of
lhe I-u.gl.__._.-\ pattern of two interlacing animals fills
:"Plj?_"ll (Fig 5a—), the background gold sheet in
|h_d,ﬂi“f‘]?md Tepoussé, surmounted by three rows
Wt each SId:EE'E‘?_I:IhL‘ ml_ddli:_unl!: coarser Ih:lFl the
olt, futeq hu.ndw.L- NH!-.E‘]S fiieete Bud 1y silven
barder, four ri'.w.:l:r;f. 1.;?.[':“‘3;,1 across the plate an_d
e shorter band IT] ‘T ¢ |UIJ|;.:1{r hum]l and three in
plate, byt 1he Uulttr e ljll.ddl!: rivets pierce the back
%aher apnears o I:_I"’\L’-"_ are free, although a small
There mug uj[h? [h} .n"f'“*“ of the shorter band.
%NS oy the haq:IIL;r n it h“ 90 unreaponding
"eted on 1 the 1 ¥ U; '“Ibungr, or the bands were
st haye hee A, belt. These fAuted bands

1l 4 second mend, and the gilding is in

faye he
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much better condition

buckle. than that of the res

of the

_'l'ht" back of the hollow
tnups_;lu .‘:i]‘!l.u'r'?i 4 pair of empty rivet holes nes
posttion of the longer fluted band t]udnuh. s
mend. Just below the hole on : Gyt
stump in the raised border, a
in the back plate. Near the other band, on the same
side, 1t1n~.rre_ 15 a rivet hole in the 1‘:1’:rd¢r 1.3:;::;11.1
corresponding hole in the back plate. Each of lhi:
three rivets under the dome heads has a uanaﬁ
washer. All of the front of the silver parts ult' the
buckle are gilded except the nielloed back halli' of thL*
loop. The filigree and back plate in the panel and lh::
hligree at the base of the tongue are red gold in
colour. The filigree on the loop and the borders is g

lighter yellow. L 10.7cm. Under left forearm and
sword.

» raised borders of the

I arlier
one side, there is a river
nd a corresponding hole

3.  Triangular gilt bronze strap mount with a slot and
cm'ruquuding back plate fastened by three rivets.
Decoration by three pairs of ring stamps and dot
stamps near one rivet. L 2.3cm. Thickness of mat-
erial accommodated nearly 3mm. Under the buckle.

4. Knife. Back curving near tip. Defective each
end, L. 11.1em. Under left forearm.

5. Spearhead. Lozenge-shaped, stepped blade,
right side depressed, split socket with two rivets and
two sets of decorative grooves. L 26.4cm.

6. Spearhead. Angled blade, split socker. Socket is
corroded but radiograph shows six equally-spaced
denser lines across, which probably indicate decora-
tion. L. 20.4cm.

5 on top of 6 together behind skull near the corner of
the grave.

7. a. Shield boss. Convex cone, knob top, vertical
waist, narrow flange with *five knob-headed nivets.
Diameter 13.4cm, height 11.2cm.

b. Narrow sirap grip, widening at ends, one
end defective, L 12.3cm. In line with ¢, d and e.

c-e. Three iron disc-headed rivets, diameter
3.1cm (¢ now lost).

f. Small dome-headed iron rnvet 10 pierce
sshield, 0.8cm thick.

g. Iron buckle loop and tongue fragment, Orig-
inal width ¢2.4cm.

d, together to right;

Items a and b on top of skull; ¢, i skull. All ¢7-8cm

e 1o left; £ left of skull; g right 0
above grave floor level.
with four four-fluted

»eor Pl J-section, :
8. Silver rim. U gh wood remains

bands each fastened by a rivet throu
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(beech, Fagus sp). ¢2.5mm thick. Diameter 6.5cm.
Under boss.

9. Silver rim as 8, but broken and one band miss-
ing. About 4in (10cm) above grave floor level and
horizontal.

10. a. Iron clamp bent at right angles, one end
defective, L 4.5¢m, width 0.8cm,

b. Iron clamp. Ends bent at right angles. L
4.6cm, width 0.9cm.

¢. [ron clamp. Ends bent at right angles. L
3.85cm.

d. [Iron clamp. Ends bent at right angles. L
4.2cm.

Transverse wood grain inside b. Clamped over
#wooden object 1.4cm thick. Together outside left
arm, 10cm above grave floor.

11. Nail. Square section, flattened head. L 5.4cm.
Right of right knee.

12. Nal. Two fragments, L 1.4cm and 3.8cm. On
right tibia.

In fill were two sherds, one with rosette stamps, and
two fragments of burnt bone. Fabric matches base
fragments of cremation 46 beside grave, that is,
cremation 46 was disturbed by the digging of grave
16. One sherd, fragment of Roman triple-fluted strap
handle.

GRAVE 17 (Figs 28 and 45). Juvenile, 6}-7, 94.5°,
5t 6in = Ift 10in = 3in (1.68m » 0.56m x 0.08m).
Skull pillowed forward, both arms slightly bent.

l. Knife. L 11.8cm. Fragments, outline from index
card skerch.

2. Irom nver. L. 1.5cm.
1 and 2 at left waist,

3. JIron ring fragments. ?Buckle, diameter 2.3cm.
Top right chest.

GRAVE 18. 16° or 196"
2t 4in % 2t % 1t (0.71m % 0.61lm x 0.31m).
Possibly an infant’s grave, but contained no bones.

In fill were eight small sherds with base fragment
(fabric 1), charcoal and a fragment of ironstone,

E::;"I.S‘:IL 19 (Figs 28 and 45). Female infant, aged 4,

4t 9in x 2ft x 1ft 6in (1.45m x 0.61m x 0.46m).
Grave cuts cremation 27, rim and some sherds in fill.

ALTON CHAPTER 3 CATALOGUE OF GRAVES

Skull crushed and one fragment on right tibig
probably damage by ploughing. Left arm ang h.';.;:
slightly bent :

1. Beads:
i. Glass. 1 disc, white, blue translucent zig-zag
trail. At neck. :
ii. Amber a. 2 roughly-shaped (not illustrated, |
lost).
Glass b, 14 globular, vellow,
Scattered over and around the body.

2. Knife. Both sides curve to point, probably horm
on tang. L 12.6cm. At left chest. ’

In fill:
3. One rim sherd, black burnished, three horizantal
lines, fabric 1.

Rim and sherds of cremation 27 pot.

GRAVE 20 (Fig 45). Old female, 50 or older. 197¢
6ft 3in * 2ft lin ¥ Ift 2in (1.91m x 0.63m x
0.36m).

Topsoil protected by proximity to hedge. Cremation
31 was above the head of the grave in a rectangular
hollow cut 4in (10cm) into the chalk, that is, later
than the grave. Skull to night, right arm bent and
both hands together at left pelvis, right foot on top of
left foot.

No finds.

In fill were three small dissimilar Roman sherds {that
15, not of cremation 31), and a fragment of ironsione.

GRAVE 21 (Figs 28 and 45). Old female, 30 or
older, 347°.

6ft 3in x 2ft 3in * 8in (1.91m X 0.69m x 0.20m).
Body on righr side, right hand under chin, left arm
bent with hand mid-waist; both legs bent with left
knee on top of right femur.

1. Knife. Both sides curving to point, Radiograph
shows line of welding between back and blade.
Probably horn on tang. L. 13¢m. Point down, beside
right pelvis.

Patch of charcoal over left side of pelvis.

In fill were two Roman sherds.

GRAVE 22 (Fig 45). Male, 25, c72°

c2ft+ x 2ft 10in x Ift (0.6lm+ * 0.86m X
0.31m). _
Skull right, showing sword cut. Top part of ches!
only visible, the rest of the grave remains unexca-
vated in next garden. No finds.
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= 93 (Figs 18, 79 and 45). Female, ¢35, 12°.
GRAN i:;rl « 1t gin (1.85m x 0.91m X 0.46m).
i .R _tTj at the head of the grave was cut in half
mation 32 2 was dug. Skull left, both arms

. grave ; o
; 5\;11]1 hands beside the femurs, left foot
n

.1, hronze SANCET brooch (plate Ie). _Hnﬁf. and
[:u.'_ centre surrounded by seven limbs, leg,
Indguuhic arc at top; outer hnrdcr_ of double
ring Samps. Spring holder and pin catch at
of pin. Brooch mended with patch
s. Diameter 4.9cm. On right

{
Jouble
claw a0
oW of
hack; fragment 0%
Jrsched by Two TIVE
shoulder.

s Squcer brooch. Pair to 1. Diameter f.fﬁcm. On
-.aL hree-twist cord visible, probably for holding
n., On left shoulder.

Bronze rectangle. Damaged, but three corner
forations remaining. 2.2cm X 1.9cm. Near 1.

4 Beads:
Amber a. 15 wedge-shaped
. 20 flat
. 1 large flat
. 1 short cylinder
Glass e 1 disc white, dark blue translucent
crossing trails and rust red dots
{. 2 disc black, scattered rust red and
white dots
Amber beads from right neck to inside right elbow,
the three polychrome beads between the two
brooches.

L= o

(2

i Perforated tronstone nodule. Identified by Dr
Chris Hill, Palaeontology Dept, British Museum
Namral History). On upper jaw.

} Irm pin. Turned over at one end to form head.
L 10.7em. Across top chest.

% Iron buckle. Loop and tongue with double plate,
L3.8m. In pelvis.

- Knmife. Probably horn on tang. L 9.6cm.

X

e ir'r:’;" strap end. Rounded tip, cambered edges,
-".u; 'T' eaded rivet in square end, separate thin
"% piaie broken, Line decoration on front retains
Bliding. 1. 4.2¢m.

Lty et }
- Oval irom loop, diameter 5.7cm.

fron ring, diameter 3.5cm, holding an open-

:.".dtd I.!'
o loah - = i .
0 13 iy | G}‘;;ga bronze sinip ring, a strip iron ring

A 3
A s - :
Parate tron ring, diameter 4.2cm.

. T s
0D (logy ron shafis under the open-ended ron

» B0t illustrated)),
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Fig 18. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: finds in st
in Grave 23. Scale 1:2.

10. Iron ?girdle-hanger. One end turned over in
ring, the other double, broken at end. L §.9cm

7-10 together at left waist.

In fill were a charcoal fragment and decorated sherds
from cremation 32.

Gll;ﬁ‘v’li 24 (Figs 30 and 45). Youth, probably male,
c15, 19°. |

6ft 2in x 2ft 5in % 1ft 2in (1.88m x 0.74m x
0.36m).

Skull tlted left, left arm slightly bent with hand in
pelvis.

1. Kmnife. Cutting edge curves to point, probably
horn on tang. L 18.5cm. Under left forearm.

2. Iron buckle. Loop and tongue, diameter 1.9cm.
On lowest vertebra.

In fill: ) _ =
3. a. Everted rim, two horizontal lines, fabric 3,
b. One sherd, fabric 2 {not illustrated).

¢. One animal tooth, upper right M1 of sheep
or goat, Owvts or Capra sp.

One Roman sherd and charcoal.

GRAVE 25 (Fig 45). Old female, over 43, Iﬂx.ﬁf‘.
6ft » 2ft 3in x 10in (1.83m X 0.69m E]'._E'Sn'u.r
It was not possible 1o excavate about .fm (5cm) at l.]_u.
foot of the grave in the next garden. Skull t:ln_:d im;
damaged as it projected slightly above chalk level.
Right forearm across body. No finds.

In fill; one #ile [ragment.

d 46). Male, 16-19, 113.5°

GRAVE 26 (£ o 7.36m x 0.91m * {0.36m).

7ft 9in x 3ft x 1t 2in {
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The grave wall was roughly cut at the foot, and there
was 8 semi-circular-shaped slot Sin (13cm) deep at
the foot. The skull had fallen to the right, away from
the lower jaw. Right knee slightly flexed.

ing to point, groove along
one side of blade, parallel to back; probably hurr_t on
tang. X-ray shows weld between blade and back. L
16.5¢cm. Point down, inside left radius.

1. Knife. Both sides cury

In fill was a sherd, fabric 3.

GRAVE 27 (Figs 19, 30, 31 and 46; plate ITVa).
Female juvenile, 10, l*)u..“:*’. _

St 10in * 1t 1lin * 10in (1.78m * 0.58m X
0.25m). .

On left side, feet together, knees slightly flexed,
right arm bent, left arm rising above chalk level;
head had been pillowed high.

1. Beads: _
Amber a. 13 small, roughly-shaped, and Irag-
ments

b. 5 roughly-shaped
Glass c. 1 melon, blue, translucent

Scattered above body and behind skull, mostly at
depths of 2-3in (5-8cm), but some at 7in (17.8cm)
behind skull.

7. PBronze toilet sei. Two pins and spoon, all per-
forated at end for suspension on bronze ring. Pins L
12.9cm, spoon L 7em. On knees.

3. Irom buckle loop and tongue. Bronze plate doub-
led and fastened with two rivets, decorated with lines
of repoussé dots. L 5.2cm. At front waist.

4. Bronze mount. Strip, wide at one end and narrow
at the other, with a decorative groove along each
edge. Curved rod extension at the wider end and two
lugs at the back of the other end. L. 6.7cm. Roman
scabbard mount. At the back of the nbs.
5. Knife. Angled back, curved blade L 15cm.
!.}'Ing horizontally at right elbow with point 4in
(10cm}) above floor and slanting down.
6. Three tron rings:

a. Diameter 5¢m;

b. Diameter 3.6cm;

¢. Diameter 2.8cm.

d. Key shaft with rolled end. L ¢9¢m.
7. Spindle whorl. Thin red pottery disc, perforated.

l'}!il[m.‘h:]' 3.3cm. b g F 1
’ sl - ar Id I at b‘ijl._'k :l] MEIVIS W
Ll e L I |. 15, h_ r]l-__!l:'l.

ALOGUE OF GRAVES

Fig 19. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: finds in gy

in Grave 27. Scale 1:2.

8. Bronze-bound bucket (plate Ila). Four veric
bands (one missing) with repoussé dot borders rup
from the bottom of the bucket about half-way up the
wall. A crudely-cut band tapering at the bottom is
riveted to the wood above each, and two of these
project beyond the rim to provide a perforation 1o
accommodate the hooks of the iron handle, which is
flattencd in the horizontal plane at the top. There are
three hoops, the edge of the top one protected by
folded band rim. This rim was secured at six points
by a band folded and riveted together. The decor-
ated bands were originally fixed by dome-headed
rivets. Diameter top 18.5cm; insufficient remains of
the two lower bands for certainty regarding the lower
diameter. Fragmentary wood remains, soft wood,
probably yew, Taxus sp. Height 16.l1cm. In the
middle of the head of the grave.

9, Bone pin. Spatulate, perforated head: incom-
plete, L 8.8cm.

10. [Irom nail. Disc head, square shank, L 3.5cm.

11. Two spherical pebbles, one buff (a), one black
(b); both diameter 2.1cm.

9_11 inside bucket. Animal bone, distal/mid shaft of
right humerus of sheep or goat, Ovis or Capra sp, o8
top of bucket.

12.  One animal tooth. Upper right DP4 of sheep 07
goat, to left of bucket.

13. One animal tooth. Lower right M3 ol sheep of
goat, in fll over legs.

In fill was one sherd (fabric 3) and two other small
sherds.

120.5°

GRAVE 28 (Fig 46). Infant, c18 months, 12
3t 9in x 2ft % 10.5in (1.14m x 0.61m X 0.250
Flattened skull half left; legs siraight, sla
right. No finds.
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ght, glanting =

oo (Hios 3] and 46) Juvenile, 7-8, 116°
..H-*\P--"ij:lf"}mn (1.37m x 0.61m x 0.25m).
i b I ;1::1 flattened . Lelt arm slightly bent, legs

y and Ha

oo
and 10 right.

ckall 118
5l .h;

... Both sides curve 10 point, probably horn
A 10.2cm. Under right forearm.

1 (30Es I

oty frpgmnenis left of skull.

RAVE 30 Figs 31 and 46). Robust male, 25-30,

x> 2t Gin % 2in ( 1.75m x 0.76m x 0.05m).
destroved because of shallowness of

ished, right arm missing, fingers of

it 9m
skeleton partly
grave skull sm:

ft hand i pelvis.
gnife. Both edges curve, L 12.5c¢m. Under left

rihs,

Bronse ring. Terret or buckle, circular in section
i with a narrower rimmed section. Diameter

':'Tl-

Bronze fragments, including rim of vessel L 0.4cm.
1 apd 3 outside right pelvis.

s Irm buckle fragments. Loop and tongue dia-
meter 3cm, Under pelvis near 1.

In fill were four small Roman sherds.

GRAVE 31 (Fig 46). Juvenile, c4, 173.5%

i fin % 1ft 4in % 2in (0.97m % 0.41m x 0.05m).
Remains of skull, teeth and legs only.

No finds.

'-|f.-l.-"..‘».'[?, 2 I*'_i|_..3r 46). Male, c18, 25°.
‘: ’_l:r. ¥ Mt 2in % Tin (1.98m x 0.66m > 0.18m).
kull down to left, right arm across body, left hand

o top of left femur,
i finds,

0 fll were two small Roman sherds, red specks.

GRAVE 31
._1': 1?._3;: Figs 20, 31, 32 and 46). Female, 50 or
LI pl] : = g . -

A5t din ¥ 2in (1.88m % 0.66m x 0.05m).

Sull righr - AT .
ok .Iam and torso inclined to right, both arms
Agntly hi.'m_ L 3

b Knife. Both ed

i . s L ¢ | ~ b P
el pelyis. ges curve, L 13.2cm. Point up on

Irom loop, 1. 9 Som

- | 1
- fnow ¢
& b ”&rﬂ‘lnﬂ W”il El

g nd narrowed and i
p, L 15.5em. rrowed and turning in

INHUMATIONS

Fig 20. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: finds in situ

in Grave 33. Scale 1:2.

4. Iron disc. One side convex, diameter 2.5cm.

5. [Iron tab with two perforations and hooked end,
L. 4.2cm.

6. Bronze disc decorated with repoussé dot border
and cross. Raised centre with perforation containing
a strand of spun threads. Diameter 3.7cm.

2-6 under left pelvis.

7. Iron buckle loop and tongue. Loop flattens and
widens in middle: bronze double plate irregularly
shaped, a re-used piece. Nicked decoration on end.
One iron rivet. L 6cm. Right waist.

8. Beads: .
Amber a. 3 small, roughly-shaped, and fragment
Glass b. 1 melon dark blue translucent

Right shoulder.

GRAVE 34 (Figs 32 and 46). Male, 20, 30°.
6ft 6in x 3ft 3in x lft 2in (1.98m x 0.99m X

0.36m). . _
Skull down, to left. Body laid diagonally in grave.

1. Spearhead. Angular blade, pruh:ah!: traces of
inlaid ring on each right hand side, spht :'-m..l-‘ul.
stepped section. Remains of hugul wood, Corylus sp,
in socket. L 22.5cm. Right of skull.

3. Knife. Slender, possibly horn on tang. L
11.5cm. Under right elbow.

3. Bronze buckie and plate. Square loop, HLF:E][-I;rj
decoration, Longue with animal head upih:_ngl:: LjJr:-n
plate with rivet hole at l.-a\'lj end, one nIE.I:HI _thlm_
river: ring-and-dot decoration. L :\-m..l_..:n 1
trated from index card sketch. Mid-waist.
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GRAVE 35 (Figs 32 and 47). Female, ¢30-35,
106.5°.

7ft x 2ft 6in x 1ft 8in (2.13m x 0.76m % 0.51m).
Skull down to left. Most of right fingers are some
way from the wrist between the femurs, possibly due
to amimal disturbance.

1. Button brooch (plate 1g). Gilt bronze, mask with
curling evebrows and a bent leg and claw each side.
Spring lug at back, traces of separate mend, pin
catch missing; remains of pin. Diameter 2.7cm. On
right chest.

2. Buiton broock. Pair to 1. Pin catch and remains
of iron pin at back. Diameter 2.7cm. Left shoulder.

Angle of pins on 1 and 2 ¢180°.

3. Beads:
Amber a. | disc
b. 1 wedge-shaped

c. 2 flat

Glass d. 2 annular dark blue translucent

Below left brooch, 2.

4. Gult bronze pin (plate I1). Biconical head, top
surface divided into five sections by rows of dots and
a ring in each section, dot decoration on under side
of head, moulding at top part of stem. L 9.8cm.
Mid-chest.

5. One arm of rweezers. U-shaped loop on pivoting
pin at top; moulding, line and stamped triangle
border decoration. L 7.2cm.

6. Iron loop fragment, L 2.5cm.

7. Knife. Slender, both sides curve, probably horn
on tang. L. 13cm.

5-7 under sacrum.

G_R.*"LI"»"E 36 (Figs 33 and 47). Male, ¢35-40, 22.5°,
6ft 3in X 2ft 3in % Tin (1.91m = 0.69m x 0.18m).
Skull down, slightly right, right hand in pelvis.

I. Spearhead. Angular, split socket. Probably wil-
low or poplar, Salix sp or Populus sp, in socker.
L 18.7cm. Slanting, with point up, to right of skull.
2. Kmfe. Angled back, faint groove along back,
curved cutting edge, L 11.7cm. Inside left humerus,
point up,

(95_13;\"-1:' 37 (Figs 33 and 47). Young female, cl16,
i

6ft 8in x 2ft 7in » 10in (2.03m x 0.79m = 0.25m).
Sku_l]_ right, appears to have been displaced 1o a
position on the right shoulder. Left arm across body,
right arm slightly bent, both legs slanting |'iglf1.
Patch of charcoal at edge of grave beside right leg.

1. Gilt bronze button brooch (plate Ih). Reddish
gilding, mask design with broad grin and tongye
protruding. Iron pin at back, spring at top and carch
below, that is, at 180°. Bast fibres, flax on the back
Diameter 1.7cm. Face down on left shoulder,
2. Gilt bronze buttom brooch (plate Ii}. Yellowish
gilding, half mask design, spring holder at top and
catch below. Remains of iron pin, angle 180°, Djy.
meter 1.7cm. Under lower jaw.

3. Two bronze pins on a knotted ring. Pins cut from
bronze strip, with perforated, diamond-shaped
heads. L 8.7cm and 7.4cm; diameter ring 1.7cm,
Mid-chest.

4, Beads:
Amber a. 7 wedge-shaped
b. 3 flat
¢. 5 biconical
Glass d. 1 disc, colourless, decomposed (not
illustrated)
18 annular brown translucent
| annular brown translucent (double)
7 annular blue translucent
. 7 annular dark blue translucent
2 disc white, dark blue translucent
crossing trails and dots
Along right side of body, from chest to knee.

byt — gl B U

5. Kmfe. Both edges curve, double groove along
back, blade welded to back, probably horn on tang.
L %cm.

6. [fron buckle loop and tongue. Square plate with
three rivets. L 3.9cm.

5 and 6, mid-pelvis.

7.  Sguare iron fragmeni, L 1.6cm. Below left wrist.

GRAVE 38. 114.5° or 294.5°,
2ft 6in * 1ft 6in x 3in (0.76m x 0.46m % 0.08m).
No bones.

In fill was one sherd, fabric 3.

GRAVE 39 (Figs 33 and 47). Old female, probably
over 50, c27°.

6ft 6in+ » 2ft 4in + = ?(1.98m+ x 0.71m+ x 2}
Half under the next garden not excavated. Bone
report: old male, probably over 50. Skull left, left
arm slightly bent, right arm and both legs had o be
left i situ.

1. Beads:
Amber small reughly-shaped
roughly-shaped (not illustrated)
disc, rust red

disc, vellow (double)

disc, vellow translucent
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linder rust red

_gided, c¥
Ls reen translucent, yellow

| disc, olive &

" cwirls and zig-zag trail

18

| cylinder, rust red, vellow combed
€} a :

rails, broken

| disc white, blue translucent cros-
sing trails

1 disc, white, _
sing trails (double) .

1 barrel, rust red, vellow crossing
trails and dots _ i

3 harrel, rust red, Crossing trails and

dots; missing

blue translucent cros-

| disc, light blue translucent, rust red

rings in white dots
| disc, white, blue translucent dots
1 globular, dark blue translucent,

white dots

1t shoulder and neck.

21
Fraxinus sp,

from mature timbe :
of skull. © timber. L 33.5cm. Right

2. Knife. Steeply-curved back, wood

blade, willow or poplar,
probably horn on tang. I

ba fraces on
Salix sp or Populus sp,
. 10.7cm.

3. Iron buckle loop and lomgue, diameter 2em

2 and 3 inside left elbow.

Sherds and burnt bone on the floor and

: in fill are
regarded as disturbed cremation 43,

GRAVE 41 (Figs 21, 34 and 47). Young female
16-17, 82°. ;
6ft 9in % 2ft 4in x 1Ift lin (2.06m x 0.7lm =
0.33m).

AT + o buckle loop and tongue, diameter 2.5cm. Body on right side, knees drawn up, left arm bent
PSR oo AP with hand on right pelvis, right arm across body, left

lucent Rgit pe forearm and right hand on iron complex.
L +

oe i 1 Kuife. Curved back, straight cutting edge, _

-~;£Em SRR '---,nL-.tj.g._- welded to back; probably horn on tang. 1 Iron pin. Hooked head, L 13.5¢m.

B culting ; g ;

nslucent 1 15.5cm, Beside top left femur.

1e translucen
1 to knee,

» groove along
horn on tang

are plate with

elow left wrist

6m x 0.08m).

male, probablf

0.71m+ * &
ccavated. Bome
Skull left, lef
h legs had to B¢

i :
i!lusira[cd.

cent

GHAVE 40 (Figs 34 and 47). Old male, 10°,
i w 2t 6in ¥ 7in (2.13m % 0.76m x 0.183m).

Sull keft, damaged, lower jaw upside down on left

doulder, right hand on top right femur.

Spear. Long, slender blade, diamond-shaped
wion, split socket containing remains of ash,

2. Beads:
Amber a. 2 small, roughly-shaped
b. 1 roughly-shaped (not illustrated)

Fossil ¢ 1 Porosphaera globularis  (Phillips),
identified by Dr Paul Taylor, Palacon-
tology Dept, British Museum, (Natu-
ral History)

d. 1 cylinder blue translucent drawn and
2 fragments

(rlass

. L I e e
Alion Anglo-Saxon cemetery: finds in situ in Grave 41. Scale I
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e. 1 cylinder, blue translucent, drawn,

rwisted
[ 2 gln_l'.uﬂar‘
g. | cylinder,

colourless, drawn :
colourless, drawn, beadec
3. Ring of three twisted bronze Strips, diameter
1.8cm.

H Jang
1-3 together on lawer right chest.

4. Knife. Angled back, curved cuttng edge, poss-
it;h' horn on tang. L 12cm.

5. Bronze kev. Ring head with tab at top, hollow

chaft, flat ward. L 3.8cm.

6. Bronze disc. Undulaung .k'.urlalcc,_huln‘ n :c;uru.
remains of tinmng on one surface, diameter 3.2Cm.

= 4. Iron bar. Folded and tongued at one end,
the other perforated and penet rated by an iron loop.
6.8cm x 2cm.

b. [ron bar. 8.2cm % 1.lcm, bent over a ring
diameter c3cm.

c. [ron tweezers. L 9.lcm. Fragments of a
second pair of tweezers, L 6.9cm.

d. Iron. Double fragment, textile impression.
L 3cm.

e. [rom ring, diameter 2.4cm.
f. [Iron ring, diameter 3cm.

8. Iron loop ?Buckle, ?remains of tongue, diameter
4.5cm.

48 on left pelvis, under right fingers and left
forearm.

9. Bronze buckle loop. Facetted on upper surface,
and tongue; long, curved iron band, three rivets, one
each end and middle, remains of probably horn on
back. Loop diameter 2.2cm; iron band 17.5¢m x
1.3cm. Right waist.

In fill was one tle fragment and one small sherd,
fabric 3.

GR.-H‘I-'E 42 (Figs 35 and 47). Male, ¢30-35, 63°.
?‘[l 3in % 2ft 6in > 1t (2.21m % 0.76m * 0.31m).
Cranium rolled back, lower jaw in situ, right hand in
;w!m. hnger bones scattered. A number of small
animal bones by the left knee probably indicate a
nest and the cause of disturbance. :

1.‘ a. Sword, Tang flattened ar end, two bronze
U-sectioned scabbard strips, L 6.6cm, 9cm below
top of blade,

Bronze U-sectioned terminal strip,
fluted

al ends, fixed by three rivets each side, with

roN CHAPTER 5 CATALOGUE OF GRAVES

remains of bronze sheet covering ang
bronze strip with scored borders, L. 17 5
shows three rows of diagonal and &
pattern-welding, probably double layer,

ilrlh'.{_-:u‘,
om, X.ro
Taighy line
Remaips
: Mains
wood and fur on blade. L 81.8cm, widih S.2em, Th

' I

sword was placed on the left arm along the body+
the bronze plates underneath, and the B6t5 of +

rivets on the scabbard binding project o t||1: : e
side found face up. Hher

b. Large wedge-shaped amber bead, digmer..
2.6¢cm. Beside the bronze binding on the upper et
of the scabbard. PET par
2. Knife. Angled back, curved cutting edge. sroo
along the back on one side. L 15.3cm. Piil-'l:h.' i
the sword and over the shield boss flange,

MieT

3. a. Shield boss. Convex dome, carination, py.
ton top, disc-headed rivets. Diameter 15¢m, heish
Bcm.

b. Strap gnp, L 12.4cm.

c., d. Two bronze disc-headed nvets. Diameter
2.5cm to pierce 1.2cm thickness.

¢. Bromze disc-headed rivet, diameter 2.5¢m.
f. [ron disc-headed nver, diameter 2. 4cm.

3a and b over left waist; 3c and d outside left
forearm: 3e and [ near neck.

4. [Iron buckle fragment. Width cZem. Right waist

5. a. Spearhead. Angular, split socket with nvet
L 24.2cm. Right of skull.

b. Conical ferrule, L 4.1cm. Right of right
foot,

6. a. Double bronze sheer. Fragment with two
rivets, 1.7cm % 1.2cm. Two other small {ragments.
In jaw.

b. Bronze sheet fragment 2.7cm X 1.3cm. At
back of skull.

; g8 7550
Female, over 43, 22
0. 20m
from

GRAVE 43 (Figs 35 and 47). 7
Sft lin % 2ft lin % 8in (1.55m x 0.64m * o
Skull left; both arms slightly bent and away
body.

1. Bronze small long brooch (plate fa). ""”"]l.l:!:': 'l"r:,;;
spatulate foot, moulding on bow it B I>-| iron
stamp border on head and fool; "'-'m""”'ta ,ll_
-“-].'H"j.il'.l}_.': at back. L. 6.3cm. On right shoulder.

Crucifor™
dt‘\'.'l.'-F.'l‘.l'*"-'

2. Bronze small long brooch (plate Ib).
head with flat knobs, spatulate 00l

. ff. Straight ba
4y hom 001 [0S

e bckle loop
iy waist,

RAVE 45 (Figs 36
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i 44 (Figs 36 and 48).
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{ scm
B 5 1 small, roughly-shaped
o<l | wedge-shaped
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Male, over
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0.56m
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Scm. On

Suraight back, curved cutting edge, prob-
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36 and 48

1.91m % 0.51m

o an ang, L 12.5¢cm. Under top left radius

o buckle loop and tongue, diameter 2.6cm

Robust adult male,

0.23m

i tree had been planted at the head and only
f remained. Hands crossed on pelvis,
right side and both knees drawn up,
n right tibia

wed. Long, angular blade, split socket

hazel remains, Corvlus sp, in socket. L
By right shoulder.

Shaeld Bass. Concave dome. -\|1|L;,;_' top, three
o | p—

asc-headed rivets remaining, two of ron,
By s

oronze with silvered top. Diameter 13cm,

[ ']
Long grip. Middle part with upturned edges

=1

i Rrgg

won disc-headed nroets

¥ two disc-headed rivets. L

“/em thick. Diameter 2.5¢m

o

-
yACm

penctrate

W : .

h}m“‘J lower chest, the long gr ip stretch-
meht shoaildes

#ht shoulder 10 pelvis; two disc-headed

C and : d
g, at top end and e under the right

VEd (F
Figs 3 and 48). *Female infant, aged 3,
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INHUMATIONS

K3

5
l. Bead. Dome \-lidr'(.'d perlorated bope
of lelt femur of animal. :

Near the neck.

1 Epiphvsis
probably pig, Sus scrafa

LIH'.“"I: 47 Flﬂ\ 3. 37 and 485, i'l.'['ﬁ&]!. 15. &1
Mttan > 2t 4in x 10in 2.29m > AR
Skull right, left hand in pelvis,
bent

0.71m x 0.25m
night arm slighthy

1. Grlt bronze saucer brrooch Fig 3 plate Ify. Chi
carved, two Style 1 animals proceeding in 1]1Ic --.urru‘c
direction, ring centre. Spring loop and pin catch a
:hF back, with a pair of ruled lines ¢ onnecting t|,._-|;1l
Diameter 4.2cm. On right shoulder. '

2.  Gilt bronze saucer brooch. pair to 1. Remains of
ron pin at back and bronze mending plate 10 pin
catch, soldered to broken stub. Diameter 4.2cm. On
left shoulder.

3. Beads
Amber a. 25 small, roughly-shaped
b. 2 roughly-shaped
¢. 5 wedge-shaped
d. 4 large, wedge-shaped
Glass e. 25 globular, colourless, drawn
[. 7 globular, colourless, drawn (double
g. 7 globular, colourless, drawn (tnple
h. 1 globular, colourless, drawn (guad-
ruple
From mid-waist down to between upper lemurs,
under left hand and pelvis

4. Knife. Both sides curve, probably horn on tang
L 12.2cm. Under left forearm.

5. Irom buckle. Loop, tongue and folded rectangu-

lar plate. L. 5¢cm. Under lelt wrist

6. Irom pin. Hook head, L 6.8cm Lower spine.

Fragments of mron nng, diameter 2.4cm Ousade
top left femur

GRAVE 48, ¢63.5°
Omlv a corner of the grave trace
No excavation possible because under damson

d containing skull

Irce

GRAVE 49 (Fig 37). Juvenile, 6-8, and adult, poss-

ibly male . i poe 7
Found ‘with a skeleton” in building a L?Fli!ﬂpuq
Humphreys) after the excavation, October ‘
Bone reporl mentions Two individuals

on the lell

. - 5 Ve
_shaped with a groo
al-shapc F raxtnus

l. \rlf"l: AT head. Le ash remains,

side of each face, sphit socket;
W) ST
sp, in socket. . 20.5cm.

Rim with two disc-

heield wi [ragments -
Shield boss Diameter cl5cm

¥
¥ a.
tinned bronze rvets.

headed,
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| i shield grip,
Twa strin [ragments from long s !
b, Two strip lragt . il
L 10cm and 7cm. Shield wood erl;ma P
possibly leather between rim and wood.

utting edge welded

T ~dges curve, ¢
3. Knife. Both edges ¢ 12.2em.

on, probably horn on tang. L

UNASSOCIATED OBJECTS (Fig 38)

i + finds ich are prefixed
Pre-excavation and loose finds, which P
‘11* when referred to I the text.

ANGLO-SAXON

1. Spearhead. Leaf-shaped blade, up misﬁini ipl;[
socket; ash wood remains, Fraxinus sp, 10 s0Ckel. L
21.5cm.

2. Knife. Angled back, deficient tip and tang,
probably horn remains on tang, L 11.4cm.

3. Bronze disc brooch. Diameter 3.5¢cm. In private
possession,

4. Bronze disc brooch. Pair with 3, diameter 3.5cm.
In private possession.

5 Half biconical amber bead.

6. Rolled bronze tube. Traces of texule, [._B.TL-m.
Found in blank space surrounded by cremations 26,
41, 42, 22-4, 7, 27, 39 and graves 17 and 19.

7. Fragment of bronze disc brooch. Decorated with
double border of simple punch marks, remains of
perforated lug on back. Diameter ¢3.4cm.

%. Thin iron sheet *disc fragment. Rivet in centre
and ?another perforation near the edge, L 1.6¢cm.

9. Bronze srip. Middle recrangle {acered at cor-
ners, each end ribbed transversely. 2em x 0.4cm.

7, 8 and 9 ropsoil finds in east garden.

10. Sherd. Decoration of horizontal lines with di-
agonal bar stamps. Fabric 2. In topsoil, southeast
corner of ‘Cortina” garden.

11. Two sherds. Oval boss with line decoration and
one other similar sherd. Fabric 3. Near west end of
grave 25,

ROMAN

12. {jrrm:ur comn, diameter 1.6cm. Lost, illustrated
from index card sketch.

13. Brass neck of flask. Everted rim, tubular neck

with scored line decoration. L 3.8cm., diameter
2.9¢cm.

R 5: CATALOGUE OF GRAVES

14. Lead weight. Fragmentary disc with
edge. Diameter 1.9cm. Tlustrated from ind
sketch.

nick ip

EX card

15. [Tron dome-headed niver. L 1.7¢m.

Cremations

CREMATION 1 (Fig 39). Adult female,
Depth in chalk ¢2in (5cm).

1. Black por. Rim with hollow neck, upper par
decorated with double scored triangles and rogs
deep dots, indication of bosses between, remains “i
one small boss with possible ring-and-dot decors.
tion. Flat base decorated with cross. Fabric 1
Diameter base 10cm.

2. Bronsze saucer brooch (plate Ic). Five spirals each
with short spur meeting the border; an outer, faintly
beaded border; burnt and rim damaged; remains of
pin catch and holder at back. Diameter cdem.

3. Bronze saucer brooch. Pair to 2, warped with
heat. Lost, not illustrated.

4. Iron ring fragments. Traces of silver, probably
from another object in the cremation. Diameter
4cm.

5. Dark blue translucent glass disc bead.
6. Iron pin fragment. L 1.2cm.
Lump of iron slag, charcoal.

CREMATION 2 (Figs 39 and 43). Adult, probably
female.

Shallow, oval pit varying in depth from Zin (5cm) on
west to 4in (10.2cm) on east, full of black earth,
charcoal fragments and burnt bone.

. R rin
1. Bronze tube fragment. L 2.3cm, ri.l.ldﬂ!ﬂ.“ld_'d'
section, 1.5cm ¥ 1.lcm. Wood traces on outsice

: o soidal o
2. Fragment of bronze sirap end. T'rapezoidal ‘ﬁ_“
i ol el 10y TIVEL
edge serrated, split end broken ofl at back, 1“';'.:“ .
holes, decorated with parallel mouldings, & Ll-J
2.7cm, and other bronze fragments (not llustrate

3. Bronze nail. Disc head, L 1.4cm.
Three small sherds, charcoal.
CREMATION 3. Female or youth. 25, dem), O

Shallow, circular pit, diameter 10 (25
taining burnt bones.

,"ﬂdl.!“ I'[I-il': i

CREMATION 4 (Fig 39, plate V).
prime of life.

f=0

e
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e

X
il
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a
&
=
Lot
=
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JpuATION 5 (Fig
..1-':; hollow in chal
“._'..FJJU- ?._ pmbabh'

| Fis pot base, thic

JATION 6. Ad
ﬁ((‘.[hlﬁd"- pot 1 .

Pit hase. Fabric |
& m at, Not illus

IEMATION 7 (Figs
e fragments of
e i southwe
%, but mot certainl
=i it described
made (32, above).
iy pit, vertical
2 idem), depth 9
e crth and som
S the P{[r 15h-':l
e on top. A
% -10in (20,3
“P% north side ang
‘Il posthole
=135 5em) deep. |
= If fin (45, 7¢m
“‘-ffhmi and 10j
‘-:3: shallower
% 5 was for




W“ h n]"k B

minde g

tale,

“ UPper pary
5 and rows g
N, Temaing of
d-dot decors.
5. Fabric 3

‘e spirals each
outer, faintly
d; remains of
ter cdem.

warped with

ver, probably
. Diameter

bead.

fult, probably

1 2in (5¢myon
F black earth,

rectangular in
5 on outside,
gpu;r.uid:il. one
vack, two rivel

ngs, 2.9cm *
) illustrated):

25.4cm), SO

Adult male 1

e ¢ 1t Sin X Oin (50.8cm x 43.2cm X
it MEei0 ides, flat bottom. Black greasy
i) wg:;.:;::alhumdc and outside the pot, burnt
L
:;:hllp'l"':r rmr[.
; ted, wide-bodied pot. Slashed
L " | with thret horizontal J]i_m.w alh::.\':: and
ol |':'.‘»i". Ider bosses. each with a dimpled
g0 belo¥ :'h‘fu. of triangular stamps, surrounded
pire 06 Il1s':lsj"h:.nlcr containing a row of circular
pounted 0¥ | panel containing a row of
o s on the lower side of the boss.
it }I?IH,PL: 24.6cm; maximum diameter
:'-..“ ljgmﬁ:r mouth 15.4cm: diameter base

Hollow-ne

Y nd a vertica

Sherds. Everted rim. carination and other
R AT

pords, fahric 4,
fo mal. L 2.5¢m.

e ATION 5 (Figs 40 and 4‘)},_ | |
Irli.li-ﬁclluw in chalk at edge of west ditch of

:..-*r_::ian 7, probably cut by it.

| Flat pot base, thick, fabric 1. Diameter 5.8cm.

FEMATION 6. Adult.
e of black pot in sitw, containing bones.

Pat hose. Fabric 1, ¢15.2cm diameter and 5cm
igh m s, Not illustrated.

REMATION 7 (Figs 40 and 49, plate Va). Female.
doned fragments of bone in centre pit, unburnt
ngments in southwest posthele and topsoil. Poss-
o, but not certainly human. Some bones above
e pit described as Pmiddle-aged adult and
wanile (32, above),
:.'.-Ii':r‘r;t. vertical sides, maximum diameter 1fi
Ai4.2cm), depth %in (22.8cm); filled with black,
*j tarth and some burnt bone. Cremated mat-
~° I the pit, sherds with iron fragments and
on top. A rectangular gulley surrounded
P B-10in (20.3-25.4cm) wide, 10in (25.4cm)
“tmnorth side and 3in (7.6cm) deep on east side,
; -L't posthole in each corner, from 9-14 in
i 11 é'i:;“fﬂfgp- A deeper slot in middle of east
ibaseq 4.1 '-I"-“_',l long, the west or inner part
¥ inches ﬁh;iln ; 0in (25.4cm) deep, Et'.“: east half a
e ower and roughly cut. The pot base
12 Was found earlier just outside the west

%14 may have beeq cut by the gulley.

=}

L Fl .

la, "r,;z:fgzmh‘:f I’Tﬂ.[.{mfnfr, Fabric 3, diameter
05 ) ) g i l}:ﬂ: rim fragments in the same
9y, pu@sgi‘;;h-m each is a slightly different
d i gy e 1.r30rr: llhanlunu- pot. Inside the
ey ace beside it; north, west and
% Southeast posthole.

A “cond ser of
Ped rim ag decora

a few matching sherds.
ton of two parallel lines

UNASSOCIATED OBJECTS, CREMATIONS
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and one slanting, Fabric 2. In the mig.c
and southeast posthole. Could be \.P?: :
i . Tl | =
cremations 22, 23 and 24, Other small shopg o=
each single examples of a ware e sherds are

th gulley

; %

:... -f'”'-"i Jfﬂﬁn‘fﬁ” [ In on a I‘ll! ﬂ1 I 1 gL‘[“

;. I.‘h'n. j] on 5'1“:!“ _lﬁ

o Hgmi:'”-r.'l'. 3‘.”.:“.1 2 :l g
X I.E -Im. <AL, I-3Ltn

4. Iron disc-headed nail. 1. 1.5cm

1-4 in central pit.

5. Lumps of melted tron containing bronze. Radjo-
graph shows no object forms. L 14.5, 7.3 4.7 4.7
3.5, 2.8cm. Not illustrated. -

6. Hrri:ts"_ buckle loop. Oval and shelving, chip-
carved Zanimal ornament, width 2.2cm. Folded rec-
tangular bronze plate fastened by iron rivet.

5 and 6 in southwest posthole, c3in (c7.6cm) deep.
7. Beads:

Amber a,
Faience b.

fragments _:Jmsl. not illustrated)
I melon, light green-blue

8. Flat bronze fragment. L 1.lem.

7 £51n (c12.7cm) deep, & c2in (c5cm) deep, both in
north gulley.

9. Octagonal bronze plate, bearing stamped numer-
al XVI. 1.3em % 1.lcm. In the south gulley.

10. Glass beads melted together. Dark blue,
brown, green translucent, white trail and opagque red
patch.

11. Iron sirip. Flat one side, convex the other, L
4.3cm. Other iron fragments.

12. Flat bronze fragment with perforation. ?Coin.
L 1.4cm. Hlustrated from index card sketch.

13. a. Silver fragment decorated u.-ilh_l;h:p-l.‘arw:d
ornament. Two raised borders, one straight um_i one
curved, contain running scroll ornament '.:'n'i[hl a
billeted area beside it and an ear-shaped projection
on the outer rim. L Zcm.

b. Silver fragment with remains of chip-
carving. L 1.2cm.

i CNOW n the
Exact positions of 10-13 not known, but o
chalk in topsoil over the square.

. 1.3¢m. On top of the

14. Flat bronze fragmen. ; est part ol the

chalk in topsoil just outside the southw
sguare.
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15. Bronze fueeser fragment, L 2.5¢cm. In topsoil

above west gulley.
CREMATION 8. *Adult.

Pit 1Mt 4in (40.6cm) diameter, i
Containing black and greasy earth,

7in (17.8cm) deep.
some bone.

CREMATION 9 (Fig 40). Burnt bone fragments,

*human.

small black pot. Fabric 1,

- .nts of base of
I “Fragmciis o 1 hollow 0.5in (1.3cm)

diameter 5.4cm. [n situ 11
deep.

CREMATION 10 (Figs 40 and 44].“I:cm:.h::. .
An arch-shaped pit 1ft 6in X Ift 8in (45.7cm X
50.8cm); floor roughly cut, maximum depth 6in
L]S.Ecni‘:. Contained some burnt human bone, un-

identifiable.
1. Two dark blue, translucent, glass disc beads.
Another fragment of burnt bone nearby.

CREMATION 11 (Figs 40 and 44). Bone fragment,
unidentifiable. "

Circular pit, maximum depth 7in ( 17.8cm); near and
south of grave 14, contained sherds and charcoal.

1. a. Thin rim and sherd. Fabric 1.

b. Two small sherds. Fabric 2 (not illustrated).

CREMATION 12 (Fig 40). Middle-aged adult.
Slight hollow in chalk.

. Large pot. Narrow, hollow neck, conical top,
spherical lower half, nine hollow bosses on carina-
tion. Row of trellis-in-circle stamps at neck and
below in irregular in-filled shield shapes. One trellis-
in-triangle stamp. Fabric 3. Height 19.2cm; max-
imum diameter 22.2cm; diameter mouth ¢10.4cm;
diameter base ¢9¢cm. Contained bones.

(_ZREMA'E'I'L}H 13 (Fig 40). Female, bone unidenti-
fiable.

Circular pit, diameter 1ft lin (33cm), depth 7in
(17.8cm), vertical sides, flat bottom. Greasy fill with
burnt bone, charcoal, :

1. Dark blue, translucent, glass annular bead.

(ZHE.‘_Li:"L'I'IUH 14 (Fig 40). Adult *male.
Pit diameter ¢6in (15.2cm), depth ¢2.8in (7.2cm)
Burnt bones inside and outside pot. i :

11 .Bh.'ﬂl'lic'-l:] pot. Hollow neck, convex lower half.
:_!f.um 1. Height 13cm; maximum diameter 14.5¢m:
diameter mouth 9.2¢cm; diameter base 7.2cm.

CREMATION 15 (Fig 41). Unide

possibly juvenile, ntihable, but

N CHAFTER 5 CATALOGUE OF GRAVES

Pit 1ft 2in * 1t % depth 1ft lin
33cm).
Contained bone, charcoal,

fiﬁtm x 3”-5!.‘11-

Breasy carth, one |3
[ Fhy

animal wooth (lost). pe
1. One sherd. Fabric 3 (not illustrateq)

2. [ron slag (not illustrated),

3. Sherds. Fabrics 1 and 2 (not illustrareq) and rip

fabric 3.

4. Bronze sirip. Copper-tin alloy containing 1.
2.9cm x 1.lcm. s
S. Melted fump of silver, containing copper ar
small amounts of zinc, lead and tn, The :x:ﬂl
detected was probably in the base metal, hm.ln'-':-:::
possibly represent the remains of gilding, [, ]hrr

3, 4 and 5 were nearby.

CREMATION 16 (Fig 41). Bones unidentifiabie
Ovwal pit 1ft ¥ 10in (30.5cm x 25.4cm), depth h;.r
(15.2cm). Burnt bones and charcoal inside por. )

1. Owoid pot. Hollow neck, wide mouth, slighty
concave base, fabric 1. Height 21.7cm; maximum
diameter 22.3cm; diameter mouth 17.4em; diamerer
base 11.5cm.

CREMATION 17. Bones unidentifiable.

Pit 2ft x 1ft lin deep (6lem * 33cm deep).
Some bone and charcoal, one small nle fragment and
small sherd.

CREMATION 18. Bone unidentifiable.
Pit 1ft 3in x 1ft 2in deep (38.1cm % 35.5cm decp).
One fragment burnt bone and charcoal.

CREMATION 19 (Fig 41). Bone unidentifiable.
Sherds. bone on chalk surface.

1. Two stamped sherds. Three-ring circle, fabrc 1.
CREMATION 20 (Fig 41). Juvenile or senile
1. Wide-mouthed bowl, fabric 1. Height 9.6cm

maximum diameter 15.3cm. Contained bones.

CREMATION 21 (Fig 41). Bone lu.l|:1udf:n:|I'|,a':-|-:l."r
Sherds and burnt bone on chalk surface Ufc=
cement foundation of brick wall.

l. Sherds of flat pot base, fabric 1.

- el hi’
Small burnt spherical object, diameter | .Zcm, near

Bones thuman.
depth 1t =%

charcoadh

CREMATION 22 (Fig 41).
Pit diameter 1ft 10in (55.9cm), _
(35.5cm). Contained light brown soil,
sherds, burnt bone.

-
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16 (Fig 41). Bope it
Cin (305 -czsf:::

H{hm;ﬁm:

bric 1. Heaht 21 fox: e
; dismeter moods 17 ke i

7. Bones unidentte
lin deep (flam ¢ B &
harcoal, ane smel i e

Yin deep (]em 12025
;rat bone and chod

g (Fig A1), Boop "
chalk surfict

cherds, Thipeing 5555

i Two sherds. Decoration four parallel lines and
ertical lines, fabric 2.

CREMATION 23 (Figs 41 and 48). No bones.
Flj' 1ft 10in (55.9cm), depth 1t lin (33¢m). Overlaid
t“.-l cremation 24. Outer fill of light brown soil and
chalk lumps, inner part of greasy soil it chin s
and some sherds.

I, Flat base pot fragment. One matching decorated
fragment found In cremation 2-}; carination with
diagonal lines and a slashed diagonal long boss
above. Fabric 2.

CREMATION 24 (Figs 41 and 48). Probably adult,
female. ; i

Partly overlies cremation 23. In a slight hollow. Pot
contained cremated bones at the bottom, with items
7. 3 and 4 lving unburnt on top of the bones.

|, Decorated por. Narrow, hollow neck, wide body.
Two horizontal lines below neck and four horizontal
lines below with the space between divided into
panels by six sets of vertical lines. Panels containing
a row of circular trellis stamps at top and one or two
rows of cross-in-circle stamps below. Fabric 2. Dia-
meter mouth 14.6cm.

2. Owal bone comb with perforation. L 4.7cm.
3. Bronze needle, eye broken. L 3.4cm.

4. Bromze pin. Facetted cube head with moulding
below. L 4.7cm.

Fused lump of ash slag. L 2.1cm.

From area of cremations 22, 23 and 24, two gilt
metal fragments:

L. Fragment of copper alloy containing, almost cer-
tainly, tin with small amounts of zinc and lead.
Decorated with three parallel ridges, the outer ones
nicked and an inner ridge alternately plain and
nbbed. L 1.8¢cm.

L. Fragment of silver. Probably debased with cop-
per and also containing traces of zinc, lead and gold.
Traces of chip-carved decoration. L 1.5cm.

%Rii.‘nl.ﬂ'I'IUN 25. Bone unidentifiable.
urnt bone only in slight hollow.

CREMATION 26 (Fig 42). Elderly person or poss-
I!‘i|j-‘ youth. .

;{mall Pit, diameter 6in (15.2cm), depth 3in (7.6cm).
Amtaining burnt bone,

1. Sherds.

ol Side of a pot and base in sim, line
ECOTation

and rosetre stamp. Fabric 1.
E‘ﬁ‘iﬁ{d-“i'rlﬂ‘:\] _2? (Figs 42 and 45). Adulr.
SUht hollow with one side of pot in situ at edge of

CREMATIONS
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grave 19, with bones and iron § : s
D on Iragments. Cut by
1. Sherds. I"_ahriu;l_’;. Matching sherds in fill of grave
19; near-vertical rim with spherical body.
2. lIron miniature ioiler ser.
2.5¢m; hook L 2.2cm; spatula
zers L 2.7cm.

Iron ring, diameter
L 3.7cm; and twee-

(lRE."}’I.:‘L'I'IU?\‘- 28. Bone unidentifiable.
Pit dl:tmc[cr_ Ht lin (33cm), depth 10in (25.4cm).
One sherd, fabric 1; charcoal. bone fragment.

f:Rl‘:Mr‘LTﬂ)N 29 (Fig 45). Adulr.
Slight hollow,

I. Pot. Fabric 1. Height 7.6cm remaining, dia-
meter 17.8cm, containing bone. Not illustrated.

CREMATION 30. Probably elderly person or
youth.

Pit 2ft x 1ft 6in x 10in (60.9cm x 45.7cm =
25.4cm). Centre dark grey with chalk fragments
surrounded by light brown silt.

Fragment Roman nle and small sherds.

CREMATION 31 (Figs 42 and 45). Elderly adul,
female.

Pot found in 6in (15.2cm) of topsoil near hedge, full
of bones. On top of head end of grave 20. A
rectangular hollow cut 4in (10.2cm) into the chalk at
the head of grave 20 contained this cremation.

1. Poi. Thin-walled concave base, beaded rim,
shouldered, globular body, fabric 1. Maximum dia-
meter 16.5¢m; diameter base 8cm.

2. Small, square-headed brooch. Burnt and bent,
chip-carved decoration, one claw in head panel,
diamond-shaped foot, L 5.2cm. Lost, illustrated
from index card sketch.

3, [rom slag (not illustrated).

Nearby: iron #slag, pyrites and fragment of Mleather
with perforation.

CREMATION 32 (Figs 42 and 45). Adult, probably
male, ?old. _

At the south, head end of grave 23, a hollow with pot
containing burnt bones lying on the surface of the
chalk. It was cut in half when the grave was dug, and
some of the sherds were in the grave fill.

1. Large decorated por. Narrow neck, slashed col-
lar, alternate diagonal and vertical slashed long

bosses, [abric 1.
Few odd sherds, charcoal.

7. Nearby ?bronze fragment, 5.6cm X 2.8cm. Un-

identifiable, but iron oxide and zinc detected.
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CREMATION 33 (Figs 42 and 30; platc Vb). Bones

 tentifiable, female. :
1;1"-;]-1'-“! o 7in (17.8cm) deep and surviving (o a width
i LA 1LY i P

Jf 10in (25.4cm) was cul through by the :mnhw:::
- . - ee 2

orper of the rectangular struciure, -.rtrn.mnr.:
‘H'.F:.fnh charcoal and burnt bone at chalk le ui. |:|
.a.':n‘.lu ¢arth over a hard wckr«t laver of silt with
small chalk lumps

¢. incloding 2 thin, everted rim, fabnic |

1. Sherds A
Some also n nort h and west gulleys ol cremation 4.

2. Two fragments Of tron ’slag (oot illustrated

i Dark blue, translucent, glass disc bead Hall
melted, with opaque red glass, remains of another
bead. stuck 1o one Side

4 One animal tooth. Lower incisof of sheep or
goat, Oos or Capra sp

1 and 4 in southwest corner of the gulley of crema-
uon 45.

CREMATION 34
Oval pit with vertical sides and flat bottom 20t > 1Mt
Gin (60.9cm * 53.3cm). Contained burnt bone and

one Roman sherd.

CREMATION 35

Roughly oval pit, 1ft %in x 1t 3in % 6in (53.3cm
18.1lcm x 15.2cm) which contained burnt bone
unidentifiable), charcoal and one sherd, fabric 1.

CREMATION 36.
Circular pit, diameter %in (22.8cm), depth 3in
7.60m); no contents.

CREMATION 37
Circular pit, diameter 1llin (27.9cm), depth 5in
(12.7¢m). One sherd at top, fabric 3

CREMATION 38 (Fig 44)
Circular pit, diameter 10in (25.4cm), depth 1ft 2in

33.3cm), at foot of grave 15 and subsequent to it.
No contents

CREMATION 39,
{.‘lzu..li.u' pit, diameter Ift 3in (38.1cm), depth %in
£2.8cm); Hlat bottom, vertical sides. No contents.

LIRI-_MMI{ IN 40.
Circular pit, flat bottom, vertical sides. Diameter 1t

lilJm 55.%9¢cm), depth 10in (25.4cm), Modern shal-
ow ditch on top, Two small sherds. fabric L.

APFTER § CATALOGUE OF GRAVES

CREMATION 41.
Owal pit, vertical sides, 1ft 3in

. . “ 10in x 5 !
25.4cm % 1I.7cm). No conteniy s

ini3

CREMATION 42.

Owal pit, vertical sides, 1ft lin x 9ip « s
Hdme

22.8cm x 15.2cm). One fragment Ciuh.l,df

CREMATION 43 (Fig 42). Bones probahly &
Sherds and burnt bone on floor and in r4:|l .
40, probably disturbed when grave du;.,-l 1

1. Rmm and sherds. Fabric 1.

CREMATION 44 (Fig 42).

In All of grave 2.

1. Roman wheel-thrown cooking pot. Shoulderss
form with everted rim, zone of trellis de w0y
black-burnished surface. Height 15.7em
mouth 12.7cm; diameter base 5.lem. [n I_ﬁ

POsSCRRION.

ofation

CREMATION 45 (Fig 42, plate Vb

A rectangular, flat-bottomed gulley, external
measurements ¢7ft % 5t (2.13m x 1.52m), wide
¢lft (30.5cm), depth varying from 8in (20,%m) o
north side to 2in (5cm) on south side. Light brow:
carth with small chalk lumps at bottom, covend
with fine, packed earth. The northwest comer cu
through cremation 33. Four round stakehols In
Scm) deep, diameter ¢1.5in (3.8cm). As the level

the chalk dropped to the south and west the gulk

became narrower and shallower, and 1t 15 posabe

that any stakeholes which might have existed in ths

quadrant would not have reached the present chal
level. A few small burnt clay and charcoal fragmen
were found at the bottom of the cast gulley

CREMATION 46 (Figs 42 and #

A shallow. circular hollow in the chalk near the &
side of grave 16 contained sherds of the baseolap=
but no trace of bones or charcoal. Matching
and two fragments of burnt bone, undenl
were found in the fill of grave 16, s0 that 1.5::
have been a disturbed cremation, deposited S5

. Pot fragmenis of a thick base. One sherd in g7
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Plate III. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: photograph of Grave 16.
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