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Frontispiece. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: colour pho1ographs of buckle 16.2 a) llte buckle, ~:~'.~;;; 
b) detail of bird's head on shoulder; c) garnets on tongue base; d) pseudo-plait filigree on loop; c) me O 1 
on loop; f) fragment of plate; g) detail of filigree. 
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Chapter 1 

Excavation 

In the summer of 1960 foundations for a new 
bungalow were being dug in Mount Pleasant Road, 
Alton, Hanes, when skeletons accompanied by grave 
goods were found. Mr C N Gowing, then curator of 
Alton museum, excavated five more graves adjoining 
this area, one partly under the house in the front 
garden and four in the back garden. The objects 
recovered included weapons, a bucket and a pot, 
indicating an Anglo-Saxon cemetery of the fifth or 
sixth century, and a rescue cxca\lation was begun 
unde.r the auspices of the Inspectorate of Ancient 
Monuments. The site available was the back garden 
of the bungalow 'Cortina' then occupied by the late 
Mr H L Pink junior who kindly gave permission for 
this invasion. It was necessary to excavate by hand as 
the garden contained a greenhouse, a concrete path, 
various piles of topsoil and hardcore, and a two foot 
thick layer of imported topsoil on top of the six inches 
of topsoil which originally covered the rock chalk. 
This chalk, unfortunately, was much fissured and 
mixed with clay so that the grave fills did not show in 
very clear conrrast. Mr W GR Latchem, from the staff 
at Dover Castle, a few local workers and occasionally 
one or two students from Birkbeck College, University 
of London, assisted in the excavation. 

The site is on the crest of a sharply rising slope on 
the east side of the valley containing the spring 
which is the source of the River Wey (SU 718388; 
Fig I). The plot for the bungalow 'Cortina' is limited 
on the cast by a north-south hedge, shown on 
Ordnance Survey maps dated between 1858 and 
1873, which bad given slight protection to a strip of 
topsoil, most of which otherwise had been turned 
over by the plough to chalk level. It soon became 
evident that the cemetery extended east of this hedge 
and, as this plot belonged to Mr H L Pink senior 
who kindly gave permission, it was possible to 
investigate this garden also. The excavation ex• 
tendc-d from the 28th August 1960 to the 19th 
October 1960 when all the areas available had been 
investigated. 

Fig 2 shows the areas in the gardens of the two 
houses which it was not possible to excavate. The 
buildings were surrounded by concrete paths, a spur 
of which crossed the position of grave I. Grave S bad 
been found at the northern edge of 'Cortina' when 
the foundations were dug. A greenhouse was built in 
the middle of one side of the garden over the spot 
where grave 2 was discovered. A stretch of concrete 
path had been la.id down the middle of the garden, 

leading to a.n area at the bottom which could not be 
investigated because of crops and compost heaps. 
For similar reasons it was necessary to leave an area 
in the middle and bottom of the 'Scylla' garden. 

There was no evidence of disturbance of the Saxon 
graves or of any subsequent human activities apart 
from two shallow foundation ditches for a modern 
pig sty in the 'Scylla' garden. A low brick retaining 
wall was based on a shallow foundation, so that it ran 
over, without disturbing, grave 15. Roman debris in 
the topsoil is represented by a Roman coin, the brass 
neck of a flask and a lead weight (U 12, 13 and 14). 
Later finds are a silver coin of 1565 and a bronze 
counter. 

The cemetery continued to the edge of the plot 
adjoining t.0 the west. but permission to excavate in 
that garden was not forthcoming, and as some graves 
were detected partly in that area it was necessary to 
stop short of full excavation. 

It seemed likely that the cemetery could extend to 
the plot further west. Permission 10 excavate was 
given by the owner, Mr R E C Barnes, who also 
owned the plot to the south of the 'Cortina' garden, 
and accordingly excavation was resumed on the 24th 
May 1961 un til the 7th July 1961. T he uneven limit 
10 excavations on the west side is due to the with• 
drawal of labour which happened without warning 
and, in the nort.hern part, 10 the necessity to preserve 
a front lawn. In the following October Mr Humphreys, 
who owned a plot west of Mr Barnes' house, found 
skeletons and grave goods under his garage (grave 49). 
In more recent years the skull of a skeleton was 
discovered as far west as the railway bridge. 

Only parts of this cemetery have therefore been 
investigated. It is probable that limits have been 
found 10 the east and south, but extension across the 
middle of the area and in a north-westerly direction 
is certain. 

As me-asurements in I 960 were taken in feet and 
inches, these units are used in respect of grave 
measurements in the catalogue followed by metric 
equivalents. Measurements of objects are given in 
metric units only. 

In inhumation burials grave goods were usually 
lying on the ftoor of the grave, or perhaps on any 
remaining bones. Any occurrence above grave ftoor 
level is noted in the catalogue. 

The finds are in the possession of the Hampshire 
County Museums Service and arc housed a 1 Chil• 
comb House, Winchester SO23 8RD. 
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3 1986 DISCOVERIES 

A nore on I 986 discoveries by David Allen The grave was situated some 3.0m west of the 
Mount Pleasant garden boundaries, just 10 the right 
of the label 'Head' on Fig 2. In June 1986 an area 
c 20m X 12m centred on the burial, was examined 
by David Graham and members of the Alton 
Archaeological and Historical Society. No othe.r fea­
tures of Saxon date were recorded, and the grave is 
presu~ably an outlier to the cemetery, being some 
9m d!Slant from the near<.-st known burial. 

In February 1986, work commenced on an extensive 
housing devclopmen1 immediately to the west of 
Mount Pleasant. The developers, Bryant Properties 
Ltd, kindly granted permission for examination of 
their soil test pits, and this was carried out by Mike 
Hughes, David Allen and Richard Hewitt. 

A single extended inhumarion, oriented west-east, 
of a juvenile male, accompanied by an iron knife and 
buckle, was revealed, recorded, and lifted. The 
burial was located in a shallow grave cut, and had 
suffered considerable plough damage. 

The skeleton and grave goods are housed with th.e 
Hampshire County Museum Service, Accession No 
Al986.6. 
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Chapter 2 

Grave Goods: Discussion of Types 

Weapons 

Swords 
The sword in grave I (Fig 22 I.I) is of normal length 
and width for an Anglo-Saxon sword (87.2 x 4.5cm) 
and has no fittings save the remains of a s.mall iron 
pommel with a curved top. The accompanying 
shield boss has knob-headed rivets and strap grip, 
and one of the spears is as long as about 40.5cm with 
a parallel-sided blade, so that the date of the grave 
should be in the first half of the seventh century. 
Grave 16, like grave I, was orientated south-north, 
and its shield boss is conical with knob-headed rivets 
and strap grip, and the accompanying ornate buckle 
ensures an earlier date in the seventh century. As 
befits the richest grave, the sword (Fig 27 16. Ja) is 
the longest in the cemetery (92 x 5cm), and it has 
bronze grip sleeves which should be of similar date. 
It may be compared with the sword in grave 98 at 
Dover, Kent (Evison 1987, 317, Fig 46 98/lb), 
wh.icb has comparable guards in silver and belongs 
to phase 3, AO 57~25. The bronze pommel, 
however, has incurved sides and a hole at the top for 
the tang, a type known from early contexts, such as 
ChesseU Down, Isle of Wight, and Collingbourne 
Ducis, Wiltshire (Evison 1967, Fig IOc; Evison 
1987, 23). 

The sword in grave 2 was accompanied by two 
beads, the position of one bead was about 23cm from 
the end of the tang, but the position of the other is 
unknown. This grave was in a southwest-northeast 
direction, and the associated shield boss with disc­
headed rivets, the sword beads and the bone and iron 
buckle plate denote a date in the late fifth or sixth 
century. Sword beads have been discussed elsewhere 
(Evison 1967; Evisoo 1976; Evison 1987, 23; Mcn­
ghin 1983, 142-4). 

The sword in grave 42 also had a sword bead, this 
time an amber, wedge-shaped bead. A list of amber 
sword beads is given in Meoghin (I 983, 356, 1ype 
lb), and of glass sword beads (355-6, type la). 
Sword 42. la also had a bronze pla1c and U-sectioned 
edging to 1he tip of the scabbard, and further bronze 
edging 1owards the top of the scabbard 10 accommo­
date Lhe suspension strap (Fig 35 42. la). Similar 
fittings arc common on fifth and sixth-cenrury 
swords, eg Faversham, Kem, and Selmeston, East 
Sussex, grave I (Evison 1967, Fig 3j ; Evison 1976, 

Fig 3a). This comparatively early dating is confirmed 
by the boss wi1h disc-headed rivets in Alton grave 
42. The sword was lying with the bronze plates 
underneath, and as Lhe he-ads of the three rivets in 
two sets fixing the top of the binding were on the 
upper side, the show side of the sword must have 
been lhe upper one wi1hout the plates. This would 
seem to indicate ei!her that similar me1al plates on 
the front had been lost, or that there was other 
decoration oo the leather of !he scabbard. 

Side mounts of the type on 42.la are lis1ed and 
plotted on a distribution map by Mcnghin, which 
shows 1hat they occurred in the Rhineland, northern 
France and England, with a few in Italy and Scandi­
navia. The scabbard end moun1 he regards as a type 
2c, and this bas a distribution almost exclusively in 
northern France (Menghio 1983, 350, Kartc 17). He 
considers that it belongs 10 bis period C, AD 530--70, 
and tba1 the side mounts lasted from the early sixth 
10 the seventh century (Menghin 1983, 139, Abb 
79). 

It has not been possible to acquire radiographs of 
swords 1.1 and 2. la in the possession of Alton 
museum. The other two, however, show panern­
welding, and 16.1 has a double layer of four rows of 
panern-welding, alternately straight and diagonal 
lines. Sword 42. la has three rows of straight and 
diagonal lines, probably in a double layer. The 
observation, therefore, that panern-wclding manu­
facture in four zones or more did not begin before 
the middle of the sixth century holds good at Alton 
as it did at Dover (Koch 1971, 98; Evison 1987, 25). 
The pommel cype I 6.1 b occurred frequently on the 
Continent and also in Scandinavia (Menghin 1983, 
3 I 9-20, Karte 4). Menghin's estima1c of the begin­
ning of the type in period B, AD 480--530, seems 100 
late in view of the other forms of rivctless, tang-held 
pommels which are amongst the earliest 1ypes (Men­
ghin 1983, 137, Abb 77, eg Nydam 308. 19 and 20, 
Kragehul 318.120); but it also occurs in seventh­
century contexts (Offanengo, grave 3, l!aly, Mcn­
ghin 1983, 281 ). 

The sword in grave 2 is also fairly 101)8, 90.8cm, 
and has decoration of a gi11-bronzc fluted band at the 
scabbard mouth (Fig 22 2. la). Mcngbin's distribu• 
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24 4.4) is 27. lcm _long;.,bcn the scax was beginning 
bdongu,g to the l';"'C I kely that 4.4 should be 
10 come inio use, 11 ~ 'er example of this shape 
regarded as• weapon rg 3 kru,·cs below, 23) 
wilh angled back (sec typc65 (Evi.son 1987, F,g 36 
occurred II Dover gra,,., 
6513). 

Spe3~ . hardly any 1wo of 
111erc IS • srca• ,-anc1y of spears, Some of the 

bcl • 10 lhc same type, 
5 them ongu,g Al I 2 I .3, 2.2, 2.3, 4.1, 16. 

spearhead• from . ton - • b' Swanton in his study 
and 16.6 - were mcluded Y f Swanton's 

4 l9) Talung them ID the order o 

with one cxcq>uoo, • ~.hcacl from the Gty of 
London (London Museum inv no 29 94113) 

There seems 10 be no corttlauon ~l'll'ttn the cbi, 
f deposition and 1he length of the SJ)Carbc.ds, lld 
~ longest 45.1 (Fig 36), occum,d in anarlygral't 
while the ~ext longcsl , 1.2 (Fig 22), OCcurn,j •; 
later gn,·e. Two of the H2 type SJ>Cars 1'·tre u~ 
with a conical ferrule, 42.5b and 2.3b (Figs 3S ~ 
13). In grave 2 th~ were tw'! ~rhcads, bu1 tbt 
ferrule w.a.s in line w11h 2.3a, glVlng a rout~­
the spear of 7ft 6,n (2.29m). In grave 42 1he lcng1bar 
the spear was 5ft IOin ( l.7~m): 

A single spear occurred m nine gra\'c, and ll'O 
spears ,n four gnwo In three of w gra.-.s 1lldl 

1 
pa,r, the larger spear was broad•b)ad~ (in &mes 2, 
4 and 16), but long and sword-like m CTITt t. fa 
each of th= grav<:S 1bc second spear was smalb, 
very much ,mailer m gn,e 4, but only 6cai 51116, 
in grave 16, It seems likely that the smaller ll)Cars 
were for throwing and the broader, la~ blade. for 
use in ihe hand. The four graves with 1wo '&an 
each were close togethcr, and thrtt of ~ "ut 
oricoiatcd south-north. 

Table /. Al1on Anglo-Saxon <nNury: 1~ 

/mgrhs and ry~s • 
(197 •(1973 1974) there is one C2 (U I, rigSax38), • 
types • • .L-......... 1 the early on 
leaf-shaped type ,n u.e uuvu,s,= (F' 24) has 

·oc1 An especially sm.ill spear, 4.2 •.8 . • 
pen • j bi de wllh slight inJicauons of a m1d-nb,_b~1 Catalogue 
~~•the proportion of blade 10 socket puts it ID :N~um:::::bc::.:_r ____ .:.:._ _____ _...; __ 

Length Swantoo 

Swan1on·s DI type. Spearhead 40.I (rig 34\• 1~ 
ular type is El which belongs 10 mes 1.2 

::fh century'. The J .2 s~hcad (Fig 22) bas 1.3 
1 narrow blade longer in proporuon lo the socket, 2.2 
and is dass,ficd as E4 by Sw-an1on, •. type ~frbe_~~ 2.3a 
mt.b•st\~th ttntury. Item 16.6 {Fig 28) IS cla.-. 2.3b 
by Swamon as type FI, an angular type, and 4. 1 (Fig 4.1 
24 as type F2. Spearhead 1.3 (Fig 22) is classified as 4.2 
GI by Swanton. . 6.1 

A number arc \'fflalltsof the H type wh~ has
6
•1 7.1 

S-curvc above the widest part of the blade: ld-
42 

· S 16.5 
36.1 and 44.1 (Figs 24, 33 and 36); H2-2.3 an · 16.6 
(Figs 23 and 35); H3-4S. I (Fig 36). The: ~;.ns

3
~) 34.1 

tbc fifth and sixth centuries. SpcarhClld 4 . I •~th 36.1 
is type 11 , brood near the oosc of lhe blade

5
w, a 40.1 

groo,~ on the left slCk of each face and an <Urve 
4
2.5a 

con1our, a type belonging 10 the fifth to early sixth 
4
2.

5
b 

cmtury and centttd on Hampshirc.
34
Stcp

1 
(pcdF' sccuo

25 
andns 44.1 

of lhe j type arc visible on 7. I and , ,gs 45 
V ' oL . I 

ID Cffl Tyl'< 

34.6+, 5.9+ E-4 
22 GI 
39.S Kl 
24.1 H2 
(ferrule) 
32.1 F2 
14.3 01 
20.2 HI 
23.9 j 
26.4 L 
20.4 FI 
22.5 J 
18.7 HI 
33.5 EJ 
24.8 H2 
(ferrule) 

HI 17.S 
43.8 H3 32), and also on the type "I spearhead w1w a more 

9 
curved outline, 2.2 (Fig 23), which often occurs inti l~·!_: ______ ::.:..:'...:... ______ _ 
6fth-ccn1ury conicxts. There arc five spears at Allon _ 
which fall into 1hc genaal category of spears with 
corruga1cd blades, 1ha1 is, s1eppcd or grooved. The 
larger spear in grave 16 (Fig 28 16.5) is slightly 
stepped, but this has been classified as E2 by Swan­
ton. Its bla& is practically diamond-shaped, and the 
ncarc,;1 example =ms 10 be a spear from Fairford 
(Gloucatenhirc) UlcluJed by Sw1n1on in his series 
L. Tb,.., of 1hcsc SJ>C"Jrs arc unusual, however, 2.2, 
7 I and 16.S ffigs 23, 2S and 28), for u is the 
ngh1-hand s,dc of the blade which is depressed, and 

20.5 II 
21.5+ C2 

accord,ng 10 S111.nton II is always the left-hand side 
-.h,ch •~ dep~d (Swan100 1973, 115, note I), 

Occonitivc grooves arc visible on !he= 
spears 4.2 and 16.S (Figs_ 24 and 28),~cl 
de~r, horizonial zones vu1ble on the siblc dtcOl1' 
the socket of 16.6 (Fig 2~' sugg::°oe !he t,r,,e<k11 
tion here also. On the right-hand re is 

I 
att1lllr 

pan of the blade of SJ)C'Jr~cad 6. I thc poc,:1 bi'• 
hollow. As this is the pos,uon ofi~ OCC::r ihis Ill" 
inlaid nng of ano1her melal ?0 5~ lllat dais• 
(Ev1son 1955, plate Ill c), II 15 P~ decotallOdl ~ 
the scar of an inlay now lost. I I fC)1111J oi,Jcr· 
par1icularly vulnerable 10 loss, for rusi 

ncatb d 
,,,..1111 
canals< 
SUDJlar 
on spet 

As• 
deposil, 
the: 11111 
-1-1, 10 t 
the: r,gt 
and 45 
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SPEARS, SHIELDS 7 

nca_th lhe other mccal or lhe ornament and ejects it. 
This must oflen have happened in the grave, and ic 
~o ~lso ~appen after •~cavation (Hassler 1981, 73). 
Suntlar c,rcular traces 10 these positions are visible 
on spears 7.1 and 34. 1 and on I.heir X-rays. 

A5 to the positions in which the spears were 
deposited, one spearhead was placed on lhe face of 
lhe man in grave 7, one at lhe left shoulder in grave 
44, 10 the lcfc of lhe skull in graves I and 16 and to 
the right of the skull in graves 2, 4, 6, 34, 36: 40, 42 
and 45. In grave 16, the inward-curving wall or lhe 
grave was cut back to allow the two spearheads to 
rest flat on lhe floor of the grave, otherwise lhe 
spearheads were about 3 or 4in (8 or 10cm) above the 
floor, wilh the tip slanting upwards. In grave 34, lhe 
spear was on a level with the 1op of lhe skull, and in 
grave 2 the large spear was about 3-4in (~10cm) 
above the floor, but the smaller spear was at a level 
higher than the bucket, c 5--0in (c 13-IScm). 

The traces or wooden shafts in the socket,; can be 
iden_iified in some cases: hazel in 34.1, 44.J, 45.1; 
ash ID UI, 7. I , 49. J; asb from mature timber in 40.1 • 
and willow or poplar in 36.1 (identified by Jacqui 
Watson). 

Shields 
Two of the shield bosses, 2.Sa and 42.3a (Figs 23 and 
3?), are of 1.he type wilh a wide Oange and six 
disc-headed nvcts, a slightlv convex dome with 
carination, and a button top." Their dimensions are 
similar, diameter d6cm and 15cm, with heights 
8.?crn _and 8c?'. Both were accompanied by a strap 
gnp with straight edges, and in addition I.here were 
one iron and thre<: bronze disc-headed rivets on the 
shield, 42.3c-f. 

_Three others also have slightly convex domes, buc 
w1lhou1 pronounced carination, and finish in a spike 
at the top:_ 1.4ai 4.3a ~d 16.7a (Figs 22, 24 and 27). 
The five nvets ID their narrower flanges have small, 
knob heads, and lhe strap grips widen at the ends. In 
graves I and 16 there were also disc-headed rivets on 
the shield, two bronze-covered iron in J and lhre<: 
iron in 16. As to dimensions, the bosses 1.4a and 
4.3a are narrower at 12.8cm and 12.9cm respective­
ly, and the heights are lower, c 7cm and 7cm. The 
boss 16.7a bas a diameter of 13.4cm, and with a 
height of 11.2cm, belongs to the series of tall straight 
cones which occurred in the seventh century (Evison 
1963, 42-4, Figs l9c-j, 20). 

Table 2. Alum Anglo-Saxot1 cemetery: shield characteristics, by grave. 

Grave 
I 2 4 16 42 45 49 

Disc-headed rivets X X X X 
Knob-headed rivets X X X 
Diameter less than 15cm X X X X X 
Heighc over 8cm 
Extended grip 

X X X X 
X X 

Strap grip X X X X X 
Button top 
Spike top 

X X 
X X X X 

Iron or broru>.c discs 2 3 4 3 

El Hl Table 3. Alton At1glo-Saxon cemetery: weapon distriburion, by gr<J'Ve. 
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~ F 36 42_2a) ,. another borough, Ren1 (Evason 19811 "!a ?f; Hawk., Ind 
The ll053 111 gra,-c ◄S ~ .:. diamcirr 15 no, ,·cry Dunnina 1961, Fag 5). The fonn angravc•SatAJr.o 

form ahog<1her. Altho~llas increased 10 9.7cm by a shows c-onsidenblc developmc111 fn,cn •hcsc 
10 

lb, 
.,..., I km, 1bc hc,gh dome There were increased bcigh1 o( the waisr and consequcn: .,,.._ 
$p,iu,' projccung from • •-or:•~• ~r which iwo asu oo carinalion, but II 1s sull lihty 10 be• """111t1 
four duc-1-lcd m-cu ": Stl~eml b,;,,,u, The gnp of the fi(1h century. 
rcrruumng arc ,ron •r:: ~~. middle, and extend, to• Thn:-c of lhe boo.es w11:h disc-headed riTeu "l?t 
tw upcurncd td&n boss fr13mcnls from grave 49 from known graves, and thC$C were all Oticnlal(d 
length of 39':m. The • ed bron,e disc-headed southwes1-nonhea.1. The three knob.head,,! l11tt 
fas 37 49.lll also ~whc":isofan extended grip, bosses .. -.re all in graves oricn1.11cd soulh-llOl'th, 

mcis on the flinf" a~ '...,.<ible to ,dcnu(y the cx:i<:1 
- that although u ,s IDl.--. I 4S ,_ 
- d hJ b«n Slffllll 10 .... 
form, 11 rout ,-c • cd tx»scs (◄5.2• and 49.hl 

Tbe<!t iwo las1-mcouon tba1 arc Slh'CI' m colour' 
~'" d1sc-b<-adcd m-cu This i, an cmbclh!hmcnt to 
~bly tinn~~ of the bic fifth and early 
be found .., • England and on the Con1mcn1 
•~~~n%Zi,,n32, dutribution map Taf 68, I ; 
Kennell 1974, 62-4; Evi~n 1987! 34). Orname:::=: 
dJJCS of the welds .,. of aron, 16. 7 c-c 
◄S.2c:(~s 27 and 36), In gn1ve 16, 7c and d w~ 
log,,bcr 00 ..,. $Ide or the boss and 7e. on 
oppos11c side 30cm away. S1mdar po.maonana waJ 
accn in gtl\'t •5, .. hen: 2c and d were nc:ir one Cll 

o( the cxreoded gnp and 2c near the other end abo~• 
40cm away. The 1,.0 discs in Jfll\'C I w~e covered m 
bronze, and two bronze disc-ha~ed nvCI$ 42.Jc-<l 
"''tn: placed 00 I.be "1icld 00 one side of the boss, and 
one bronze and one ,roo m·e1 42.3c-(, were IOIJ~thcr 
on the OUICr side aboul 40cm away. These differ• 
cnccs ,n the appearance of 1hc ri•·et$ no doub1 had 
some significance, probably concerning rank. . 

Add1uoml fininp 10 the shlC!d may be DOie<! in 

grave 16 where 16. 1( is a small, dome-headed m·ct 
and 16.7g an uon buckk (Fa, 27), no dou~1 6xed 10 
a suspension strap. A small dome-headed "'"' often 
ocxurrcd oo tbc la1c shitlds ( faison 1963, Figs 18d, 
22c,..f, 27i, 29c, 30f and 340. The bronze sheer 
f~ts 42.6a and b (Fiji 35) were probably 
an..:hed near the edge of the shield for marking or 
onwncn,. No doubt they "'Cl'C originally together 11 
the posnion shown for 42 .6a, bu1 6b was moved with 
!he cranium when that was dislodged by animal 
act,on. 

In !he Do,'cr tcmdtry' shield 00$$0$ OCC'UTrcd 
only m phases 3 and 4, and carina1ed types with 6ve 
disc-headed ri,·cts belonged lllOllly 10 plwc 3, AD 
57$-625, knob-headed riveis 10 phase ◄, AO 62S-50 
(Evisoo 1987, 139, Fig 26). Extended grips like 
1ho(c an gra,·cs 45 and 49 11 Alton belonged 10 the 
earlier types, and 1hc ,trap grips, as in the rest o( the 
Altoo gra,u, 10 1he la1cr types. 

The boss type, 45.2a, did no1 occur a1 Dover, but 
SlaUlar fonns an: kno-..n from Hampshire, tf Orox­
ford (Aldsworih 1978, Fig 43.139, 142), and from 
WannalJ t then: ,s • bou ,.;,h conavc dome and four 
unned bronze disc-headed rivet,, although it is more 
•.i>tcd and .,,1h bunon lop (Meaney and Hawkes 
1970,_ Fag ~-1 ). As no1ed by Baldwin Brown, the 
forin as dcri....t from conuncnw forms o( abou1 AO 
400 (Brown 1915 01, 200, plate XXlll 4-6· Bohmc 
1974, 112-14, Abb 46,, and three ocam~lcs ,1re 
known an England, 11 Mucking, Essex, and Rach-

JeweUcry 

Squarc-he11dcd brooch 
The square-headed brooch, C3 I .2 (Fig 42), bas bc,c,i 
1061 and 1s known only from lhe mcasun:d sl:crch and 
d=ripuoo made m the fteld on the day of discllvcay 
It fud been bum, and deformed by !he heat,"'"'­
at the tune of excavation it was not cvidcn1 whttb<: 
it was o( bronze or sil•cr. The head "IS cla,ar1laf 
,.,th a chip-arved leg and claw with two cur,-.., 
thigh lanes and other omam.:m, f)l'Obably 1 

rud,mcniary body. The bow had longitudanat 
moulding and the foot a loungc•wped dtsip. h 
belongs to the scnes of small Kenush squarc-hcad<d 
brooches of the lint half of the sixth ccn1ury lmls 
1936, plate XV), but some of this 1ypc_wc11: found m 
the ccmeterin a1 Mucking. A pall' of silllibr wr aod 
dc$ign, but wi1b a rcc1angul_ar l!nnanal, occumd m 
gra,'C 99 in ccme1ery I . A pair with 1..-ocb.-sllblad 
o( one in the head panel and again wi1h recu.ngubr 
lenninal ..-as found in a,ave 843 in ccmtlcry 2. ml 
one with a S<"roll in the plac-c of lhe claw occumd m 
grave 814 in ccmc1ery 2. A square-headed brooda 
with a crude smglc leg design on the head but "1111 
rectangular 1enninal occurred in the nearer ccmc1t1)' 
of Guildown, Surrey (Fig 10.36), ,n gra,,, I IJ wil) 
an amber bead (Lowther 1931 , pb1c XV 5~ 

Small long brooches 
The woman in gta\'C 43 was wcanng !WO mwl loas 
brooches (Figs 35 43. 1- 2, 47) and amber ~· 
Both brooches had a spa1ubte fooc, """ ,nlcd 1 

square head and the other a cruci(~nn head cai~ ~ 
'cross po1en1' by Leeds (1945, Fa,s 8 and 
similar combination of brooches occurred m,: 
huma1ion 2 11 Spong Hill ( Norfolk) where they .:.i, 
associa1cd with an annular brooch, ~l•s= 

0 
the 

pair o( Oorid crucifonn brooches which 1 ,J 
sixth c-cncury. On the other hand,~~ ':,-es 
square-headed small long brooch ap,......v 111 9iS-'. 
14 and 19 at Collingboumc Oucis (G,ngd~o~illl 
Fig I 6.S-6; Fig 18.4-S), amongs1_ graves ,,, bed 
10 the fifth c-cmury, and they an: _lik~ly 10 ha of both 
heirlooms u Spong Hill. The dis1rabuuon ..,.cfy 
l)'pCS was shown by Leeds 10 be conc-cnrra;~ 

9 
and 

in 1he Cambridge ttgioo (Leeds 1945, ,g 
19). 
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BROOCHES 9 

Saucer brooches 
The five-spiral saucer brooches in Crema1ion I (Fig 
39) belong to a well-known early type which was 
already in use in the area between the mouths of !he 
Elbe and Weser before 1bc migration. An extension 
running from each spiral to the border is a u-ait 10 b_e 
found on continental brooches such as that associ­
ated with an equal-arm brooch in grave 3 a1 Nesse 
(Bohme 1974, Taf 31.2). This is a composite east 
brooch as is the Cais1or-by•Norwich (Norfolk) 
brooch '(Myres and Green 1973, plate X!Xc), which 
also bears spurred spirals. Amongst other examples 
of !he five-spiral saucer brooch in England is one 
from grave 46 a1 Alfriston, East Sussex (Welch 1983 
ii, Fig 22a). One was found in grave 48 at Dover 
(Evison 1987, 48, Fig 27, 48.2, !"ig 112), wh~re ii 
was paired with a bunon brooch m a well-furrushed 
grave of the firs1 phase of the cemetery, AD 475-
525. The Alton brooches are similar 10 the Dover 
brooch in that a small 'spur' runs from the spirals 10 
the borders and the only other decoration apart from 
the spirals is a faint beading on the border. Other• 
wise they are larger, diame1cr c4cm, as opposed to 
2.8cm, and the rim is at a wider angle. 

The dating anributed 10 these five-spiral brooches 
by Dr Welch appears LO be la1er than the evidence 
warrants. One found in an Anglo-Saxon grave does 
occur in association with undeniably early sixth• 
ccmury objec1s: H.ighdown (Wes1 Sussex) grave 2 
contained lhree small square-headed brooches along 
with the beads, buckle and knife (Welch 1983 ii, 
Figs 87 and 88). But all other distinctive contexts 
mentioned by him belong to the fifth century (Evi­
son 1987, 48). Dr T Dickinson informs me that her 
studies of these saucer brooches lead her 10 believe 
tha1 they started in the fifth cenrury. A few can be 
dated by their associated grave goods in the second 
half of the fifth century, but far more were deposited 
in the earlier six1h century. The associated objects at 
Alton of glass bead, iron ring and the pot decora1ed 
with bosses, triangles and dots indicate the fifth 
century. 

The saucer brooches with seven-spiral design, 
12.1 and 2 (Fig 26), also have spurs 10 the spirals, 
and these arc decora1ed with tooling 10 imitate 
beading on the pan which cx1ends outside the 
neighbouring spiral. Further beading decorates the 
ou1er border and the ring round 1he central knob. 
This pattern occurs oo lhree brooches on the Conti• 
nent but, as they arc unassocia1ed, the view could be 
taken that they were exports from England rather 
than prototypes (Welch 1983 i, 47), although this 
cannot by any means be regarded as certain. The 
associations of !his type of brooch in graves 34 and 
102 at Abingdon, Oxfordshire (Leeds and Harden 
1936, 37, SO, plates X, XVI), and grave 639 at 
Mucking, could belong to the fifth or early sixth 
century. The larger size of the brooch might also be 
regarded as supporting the possibility that the seven­
scroll design was a later development than the 
five-scroll. Dr T Dickinson comments r.hat the 
seven-spiral design constitu1es a large distinctive 

group or.herwise found only in the Avon and upper 
Thames valleys, with a possible date range of the 
middle quarters of !he sixth century. The amber and 
glass beads, pin and knife accompanying the Alton 
brooches would be equalJy at home in the fifth or 
sixth century. 

The pair of brooches from grave 23 (Fig 29 
23.1-2) are deeomed by seven l.eg-and-daw motifs, 
surrounded by a ring-stamped border. The leg motif 
was noticed by Leeds on saucer broocbes (1912, 172, 
Fig 11), and bas been discussed subsequently by 
01hers (Bidder and Morris 1959, 90-1; Welch 1983 i, 
50-1 ). Dr Dickinson comments that this belongs 10 a 
large group, within which there are distinct variants 
in terms of design. The most striking are those with 
a 1,igzag border, found predominantly in the upper 
Thames valley, with others south of the Thames at 
Pewsey (Wil1shire), Harwell (Oxfordshire), Selmcs­
ton and Northflee1 (Kent). Two variants without the 
zigzag are non-upper Thames groups: with single. 
stroke legs and hip bars from Hasliogficld (Cam· 
bridgcshire) and Ewell (Surrey); and wilh multiple 
toes on the legs and a broad , variously stamped 
flange from Alton, Harwell and Andover, Portway 
East (Hampshire) grave 35. In her thesis she da1ed 
!hem 10 the middle or second half of the sixth 
century, but feels there may now be reasons to raise 
1hese dates. The associated objects of amber and 
glass beads, pin, kmfe, buckle and keys at Alton are 
not very useful in establishing a precise da1e, bu1 the 
strap end (23.8) is of a cype already in use in the fifth 
century, continuing into r.he sixth. 

The two saucer brooches in grave 47 (Fig 37 
47 .1-2) show 1wo Style I animals, bolh proceeding in 
the same direction. The haunch and curling hind 
claw are clearly visible, the smaller fore-leg being on 
the upper part of the body (Fig 3), A pair of 
brooches with the same design, ~though rather more 
expertly executed, was found in the cemetery a1 

■ Head and nee k 
~ Foreleg 
m Hindleg 
D Body 

Fig 3. Alton Anglo-Saxon ccmc1ery: animal 
omamem on brooches 4 7. I and 4 7. 2. 
Scale , 2: I. 
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(• .w rmation from Miss Ali$0n 
Partway, Andover .' or brooches with a pair or 
Cook) . ~other f" wYth a central circular panel 
relat~ . arumals u; was found a1 Droxford 
conta,rung ~ FegS 52d) These three examples 
(Aldsworth 19 , . ,g od • r but probably con­
suggest a Hampsh,re pr uce , b ooches with a 

other cast saucer r . 
tempor~ryo arer thr= similar animals from Fairford 
procession - · • d Odd. 10 
(Leeds 1912, plate XXVI, 4) an. 

57 
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Gloucestershire (Gi,11/eman·s Magamnt f, d .' 
292, plate II, Fig 9).froPredecesA sors ;;!;~tm o(Ber/:'. 
the saucer brooch m Slon 
shire) where there are four animals in an early Style 
I , two of them with human beads (Ev,~on 1978b, 
265-6, Fig I, plate L VTd). Ev_en earlier a~e the 
fifth-century applied brooches w,th a p~c-ss,on of 
three sea-lions as at Sigy, north France (Ev,so": 1965, 
plate 17c; Evison 1978a, plate XLlla, c, d, F,g 2g). 
The Alton pair probably belong to the first half of 
the sixth century. 

The dating of these saucer brooch<;s bas not _Yet 
been generally established, and we awan the pubb~a­
tion of the results of Dr Dickinson's study, which 
enables her to allocate dates in the middle and 
second half of the sixth century to some. With regard 
to the saucer brooches at Alton, an early fifth­
cenn,ry date for the five-spiral brooch in Cremation 
I cannot be doubted in view of the type of urn Ill 
which it was contained. The other three saucer 
brooches are larger, and one is decorated in Style I 
animal ornament, which gives a date of late fifth to 
early sixth century. The seven-spiral and leg designs 
of the other two come from early origins which 
counter-balance the probably la1cr indication of the 
larger siu. 

The other evidence available at AJ1on includes 
orientation, bu1 this is different for each: grave 12 
west-east; 23, south-north; and 47, southwest­
northeast. The wes1-eas1 orientation of 12 is an 
element in favour of a phase I dating for rhjs grave. 
Grave 23 cut a fifth-century cremation, 32. As 10 
associated objects, each is accompanied by beads: 
grave 12, amber and drawn glass with one crystal; 
grave 23, amber with three polychrome; grave 47, 
amber and drawn glass. At Dover amber beads 
occurred in phases 1-4, from AD 475-650, but 
mostly before 625; and drawn glass beads were 
confined almos1 entirely 10 phases 1-3, AO 475~25. 
The only other associated object of distinctive 
appearance _is the strap end of fifth-century origin in 
23. There ,s therefore nothing in connection with 
these three graves wluch sugges1s a date later than 
AO 525 and much that cou.ld be earlier. As matters 
stand, _a late fifth 10 early sixth-century da1e seems 
most likely for these three saucer brooches. 

Button brooches 

The pair of buuon brooches in grave 35 (Fig 
32 35

•.1- ~), belong to class Ji (Avent and Evison 1982) 
a d1suncuv~ class _which differs from most others b; 
its- larger size' WJth an average mean diameter of 
25.9mm. In fact the three variants of the J class share 

this characteristic with classes I and K only (A 
and Evison 1982, table I). There are also simifa ~':11 

in the design between_th~ three classes, for in~~" 
class a mask with vc~ueal lllle decoration 00 the h J 
is flanked by two animal legs, and possible trac.s ead 
the leg design or the vertical lines appear 00 SOm< 01 
the class I and K brooches (Aveot and Evison !!lg~ 
98). The grave 35 brooches are also distinguished~ 
the angle of 1he p10 a1 360', that is, the pin • 
positioned vertically in relation 10 the tn.1sk desjgi,ij 
with the catch at the top. This arrangemen1 al~ 
occurs on the other J class brooches, on thrtt 
K 1ypes, and on one lii and one K type the pin 
is also vertical, but at 180' (Avent and Evison 1982 
JOO, table 6). A vertical pin also occurs on a rCV: 
other types, but on the majority of buuon 
brooches varying angles are adopted, many horj. 
zon1al. 

The objects associated wilh class K brooches ar. 
not distinctive enough to give a more precise dating 
lhan fifth or early sixth century, bu1 a saucer brooch 
with a class K mask centre surrounded by a star 
design may be compared wi1h other saucer brooch<:$ 
with a similar design of the early fifth century (Aveni 
and Evison 1982, 98). The graves containing brooch 
types Ii and Iii arc also probably of the fifth century, 
and rwo Jii brooches in grave 550 at Mucl\ing are 
from a cemetery which began about AD 400. An 
unassocia1ed find of a Ji brooch was found a1 or near 
the Roman site at Silchester (Hampshire) whe,c 
there are no finds later than cAD 400. Grave 35 at 
Alton also contained a knife, iron loop, tweezers, 
amber and blue glass disc beads, and a bronze pin of 
derived la1e Roman type ( below 12) so that a date in 
lhe fi.rst half of the fifth century is probable. 

The distribution of the J type brooches, as well as 
types I and K, adheres very closely to the river 
Thames and its tributaries, with the exception of 
Kemps1on (Bedfordshire) near the Icknield Way. A 
few examples of later classes A- E and G are found in 
the upper Thames area and at Mucking, but other• 
wise lhe distribution is soulh of the river. The I, J 
and K classes, 1herefore, must have adorned the 
earliest Saxon women who arrived via the Thames 
and Icknicld Way. 

The two button brooches in grave 37 (Fig 33 
37. 1-2) are a dissimilar pair classified as __ Eii. ~ 
to1al number of brooches in classes Ei, En and Eiu 
arc shown as nine on the distribution map (Al'ent 
and Evison 1982, Fig 6): three Ei 31 Mucking, _1wo 
Eii at Alton, three Eiii at Alfriston and one En at 
Vierville, Mane.he, France; bur to these should be 
added a more recent find al Apple Down, Campion, 
West Sussex (Avem and Evison 1982, 117). Tb< 
brooch from Alton (37.2) is similar in design 10 ~he 
Eii brooch at Vierville, for on both the mask coosis<> 
of eyes and nose only. The other brooch (37.1), 
however, has a unique design, as the craftsman has 
added an upturned mouth with a prom1ding tongue. 
Another smiling face decorates the recent fuid f1; 
Blandford (Dorset), a class F brooch .~,th lb 
bronze pin at the back. All the Ei and Eit brooc es 
also have 180' pins, bu1 in iron. 
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BROOCHES 11 

The Vierville brooch was associated with a bracelet 
of iron chain, 1wo amber beads and one glass bead 
(Verron and Pilet 1977, 87), which do no more I.ban 
indicate a 6fth or sixth ceniury date. Grave 37 at Alton 
also contained amber and glass beads, two bro07,: pi:is 
on a ring, an iron buckle with square plate, a knife and 
an iron fragment. Compared wilh the Ji class of brooch 
found in grave 35, I.be distribution of cypc Eii also 
includes Mucking, but otherwise the spread is 
further south, in Sussex. A significant similarity is 
I.be vertical angle of the pin which probably indica1es 
a drc,;s function different from that of the majority of 
1he button brooches. Grave 35 contained a woman in 
her thirties and grave 37 a girl about 16, both buried 
west-east and near each other. Their deaths might 
Lberefore have occurR'<i al much the same time and, 
if so, the younger woman would have been wearing 
the newer version of the bu11on brooch. 

Disc brooches 
One pair of disc brooches was found before the 
excavation, U3 and 4 (Fig 38), and these are com­
pletely undecorated. A fragment of another, U7 (Fig 
38), was a loose find, and this has a double border of 
lighlly stamped marks. The measurements of both 
types arc near the mean diameicr of the species, 
3.6cm (Dickinson 1979, 4-0) , As these are unassoci­
ated, they can contribute nothing 10 speculation 
regarding the dating of disc brooches. A comparable 
disc brooch, undccora1ed save for a central perfora­
tion, was found with belt studs, lead spindle whorl 
and quoit brooch s1yle mount in grave 13, Bow­
combe, Isle of Wight (Evison 1965, Fig 28a-f; 
Arnold 1982, Fig 64), Another perfora1ed, but 
otherwise undecorated, pair was found at Bedding­
ham, East Sussex (Welch 1983 ii, Fig 62a). A 
completely undecorated pair, smaller in size, dia­
meter 2.6cm, was found in grave 576 at Mucking 
with a knife, bro111.e strap end (missing) and buckle 
wilh shield-shaped plate of fifth-century type. A disc 
brooch with small annulet stamps only as a border 
was found wilh the filth-century equal-arm brooch at 
Berinsfield, Oxfordshire, grave 8 (Dickinson 1979, 
Fig 3.7b). 

This is a brooch type which appears almost exclu­
sively in England, mainly in the upper Thames 
valley and Cambridgeshire, wilh some south of the 
Thames (Leeds 1945, Fig 30). Various types of 
circular brooch, such as enamelled and applied 
brooches, were in use during the Roman period, 
both in .Britain and on the Continent, and these have 
sometimes been regarded as forerunners of I.be Sax­
on types, but I.hey were not particularly numerous or 
popular in 1he immediately preceding period. O1.bcr 
circular types which were current about AD 400, the 
time of the migration, are 1he continemal Saxon 
saucer and applied disc brooches and probably also 
I.be bu11on brooches (Avent and Evison 1982). The 
spread of the applied brooches may be foUowed 
without a break from the third century in the Elbe 
valley 10 the fillh ce.niury in England (Evison 1978a, 
100, Fig 3; Evison 1978b, 274, Fig 4) where they 

became most numerous in the Thames vaUey, parti­
cularly the upper reaches. Connections between the 
applied, saucer and disc brooches are evident from 
the common, basic circular form, from the existence 
of a few hybrid forms, and a.lso from some shared 
designs, as weU as a considerable coincidence of 
chronology and of distribution in mainly Saxon 
areas. 

Some graves containing disc brooches have been 
listed by Dickinson (Dickinson 1979, 47- 8) accord­
ing to an estimate of date ranging from the mid-6fth 
to the late sixth cen1ury. One important constituent 
of I.he chronological argument is that silver 6nger 
rings and beads of amber, rock crystal and metal-in­
glass indicate I.he sixth century (Dickinson 1979, 41, 
46). While all these do occur, and perhaps even 
predomina1c in I.be sixlh century, they arc also fairly 
common in the fifth century. Most of the last section 
of graves which were allocated to the 'sixth century 
generally' therefore are just as likely to belong to the 
filth century. One of these graves, Great Cbesterford 
(Essex) grave l 8, contajned many other objects 
besides beads, including a 87 type of wrist clasp 
which Hines ( 1984, 75) believes began just before or 
after AD 50(). Some of 1he graves designated other­
wise belong 10 the 6m half of the fifth ccnlllry: 
Orpington (London) 4, 5 I and 58; Minster Lovell 
(OKfordshire) 3; Mjtcham (London) 229 (Dickinson 
1979, Figs 3.2-3.5); Lcagravc (Bedfordshire) I; 
Alfriston 14 (Evison 1965, Fig 24a-e); and Long 
Wi11enham, Oxfordshire 165 (Evison 1968, Fig 4a­
d). Dickinson ( 1979, 61 , note J 14) suggests I.bat she 
may now be willing to accept earlier dates in respee1 
of some of th.ese graves. 

The late Roman technique found on the disc 
brooches (Dickinson 1979, 5J), that is, rough cast• 
ing, nicked edges, stamps and particularly ring-and­
dot stamps, which are also found on Quoit Brooch 
Style products, are certainly Roman in origin, as well 
as other techniques such as refl(>USsi work. About AD 
400 these techniques were being used on the Conti­
nent in the manufacture of equal-arm brooches, 
buckles, saucer and applied brooches, and I.heir 
sudden increased use in pos1-Roman Britain, includ­
ing a use on Saxon forms, was due 10 a migration of 
the continental producers from across I.he Channel. 
The forms and techniques are not 10 be found in late 
Romano-British products. 

Quoit brooches 
The quoi1 brooch 14.2 shows slightly superior 1001-
ing work to 1ha1 on 14.1 (Fig 27), but even so the 
craftsmanship is inferior 10 the sophisticated work 
usually displayed on quoit brooches. Many have a 
layout of inner ~nd outer border, each formed by 1wo 
concentric circles with cross-stamping in between 
consisting of straigh1 or curved lines to imi1a1c 
beading (Welch 1983 ii, Alfriston Fig 27c, High­
down Figs 91a, 97b, 101a, 105a, I 16a- b). This 
decoration is often accompanied by a variety of 
further s1amping, but it stands alone on the Alton 
brooches. These fairly simple brooches are the poor 
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, , brooch types found in 

relations of the silver quoll the distribution is 
Kent at Sarre and Howl~ttsS an!x at Alfriston and 
differeol, as they occur '°. us th f England 
'"ghdown and elsewhere m lhe sou .o h . 
ru ' d M kin A quoit brooc ID 

~~~~~::~t:i;/(Eviso~cl97t 134-5, 14i) has an 
additional row of triangular s1arn~s, and t e ~ros~ 
,ooting of rhe borders was done with :'JI arc•s ape 
stamp bUI lhe crudeness of the work IS cr~parabl_c 

'th 1ha1 of the AJ1on pair. Almos, aU o l e quo11 
;;ooches are provided wilh a slo1 for the passage of 
ihc pin and iwo knobs 10 acl as pin•stops. Neither of 
these a;e to be found on the Ahon brooches, howe~-

and they are also absenl from ,he brooch ,n 
~Jghdown grave 36(Wekh l98~ ii, Fig !Ola), where 
the decoration is even more s1mp_le, and compass 
circles appear without cross-s1amping. A b~h of 
like simplicity occurred in grav~ 80 at Abmgdon 
where again there are compass circles only and no 
slo, or pin-stops (Leeds and Harden 1936, pla1e 

XV}. S I 
A date for lhe beginning of Quoit Brooch ty e 

products in the firsl half of lhe fifth century is now 
accepled, and the contents of grave 14 at Alton, a 
biconical pol, knife, pin and fragmenl of a Roman 
glass bottle neck, suppon this date for the grave. 

Pins 
The gill bronze pin 35.4 (Fig 32) is derived from a 
la1e Roman type and belongs lo the 'Wijstcr' lype of 
pin although its length of9.8em is less than the range 
of l4.0-26.5cm noted by Bohme ( 1974, 35) . As the 
shaft diminishes little in girth, it is probable that the 
short length was caused by breakage and subsequenl 
re-shaping of the point. The tops of the heads of 
some of the Wijster-typc pins are dc<:oratcd with 
lines radiating from the centre, from three to eight. 
On top of the Alton pin there arc five doned 
radiating lines wilb a ring stamp in each sc<:tion. The 
continental distribution of thjs star-decorated type is 
between lhe Scheidt and the Ems (Bohme 1974, 38, 
Abb 13, 354-6, Karrc 9) and Bohme's map of the 
type in general includes a doublc-knopped varie1y in 
England at f\!friston grave 65 (Welch 1983 ii, Fig 
30b). There 1s also one unassociated from High­
dow!', another of the same type from grave 62 at 
Alfrtston (Welch 1983 il, Figs 116<:, 29a), and one 
wuhout lhe second knop was in grave 29 at Alfriston 
(Welch 1983 ii, Fig 13a). A related type with ringed 
head _occurred at Mitcham, grave 229 (Bidder and 
Morns 1959, plate XV, 229). 

Large hairpins first came into use in the last third 
of ~e founh cenmry, and objects associa1cd with the 
Wiister type of Ptn on the Continem allow it to be 
daled to the beginning or first half of the fifth 
century. The English examples have little or no 
faceted decoration, but are otherwise very similar 
~nd_ they must . be the latest of the Wijster serie; 

a11ng to the middle of lhc fifth century. The Allon 
r•ve and lW0 of lhe Alfriston graves also comained 

"Jlon brooches, and grave 65 at Alfriston contained 
a ve-sp1ral saucer brooch, al.I equally early lypes. 

These long pins arc _regarded as conntctcd Wi h 
coiffure or head covering on the Continent as ~ 
are usually found by the t~t l~mple, but' they d! 
not seem to have been used tn this particular .,~ . 
England, for in Alton grave 35 the pin was i/~• 
middle of 1be chest, and in graves 29 and 62 • 
AJfriS1on they were also on the chest, although eith a, 
position would have been suitable for fastening er 
textile head covering. • 

The small bronze pin with faceted head fro 
cremation 24 (Fig 41) is a Roman type, and~ 
abroad at Ou den burg, Belgium, grave 67, and Ven. 
la-Gravelle, France, grave 7 (Bohme 1974, Taf9S ◄· 
Taf 144, 15) , both late four';h-cemury burials _;;th 
rutulus brooches. A bronze pm of th,s lype occurnd 
in the late Roman c~etery at Lankhi~s, Winches-
1er, as well as two versions of the form m jet (Clark. 
1979, Figs 93.3%, 73.89F, 82.267). Nearer at hand 
and in an Anglo-Saxon grave, a larger version w~ 
found at Droxford (Aldsworth 1978, Fig 31.35), At 
Mucking there was one in grave 843 with the early 
claw-beaker. One was found at Lackford (Suffolk), 
also associated with a mirtiaturc comb, in a pot with 
vertical shoulder bosses (Lethbridge 1951, Fig 28. 
49,17; Myres 1972 2, Fig 82.979). The pot type is 
not closely da1eable, allhough Myres suggests AD 
500 or early sixth century for the type, and Leth­
bridge suggests the seventh century, as he coml)llrcs 
lhe pin with one found in a late grave at Shudy 
Camps, Cambridgeshire (Lethbridge 1936, 20-1, 
Fig 4C. I). This does not, however, appear to be an 
apt comparison as, according to the drawing, the 
shaft of the Shudy Camps pin bas a differcfll, 
swelling shape more in accordance with seventh• 
century forms. 

The iron pin 11. I (Fig 25) bas a fial, rolled bead, 
similar to pins found at Dover and at Bergh Apton, 
Norfolk (Evison 1987, 82) . On four of 1he other iron 
pins the shaft is looped over at the head to form a 
shepherd's crook sha'pe: 12.7, 23.5 and 14.1 (Figs 
26, 29 and 34) , and 14.3 (Fig 26) has a 100$0 riog 
linked into the crook. 

One bone pin only remains, 27. 9 (Fig 30), with a 
perforated, sparulate head. 

Beads 
Beads occurred in a total of fifteen inhumations and 
five cremations, representing a lOtal of 302 indi· 
victual items plus fragments. Out of nineteen female 
inhumations thirteen contained beads, three of the 
remainder bad no finds at all (graves 13, 20 and 25), 
grave 21 had a knife only, grave 11 had a pm, knif:, 
buckle, perforated coins etc, and 14 was the quott 
brooch grave. Cremation I was a female, on lh< 
evidence of lhe bones, associated brooches and on< 
monochrome bead; cremation 7 had a monochrome 
bead and amber fragments; in cremation 10 th~ 
were two glass beads, and in each of cremauons ~ 
and 33, one bead only, so that all these may 
interpreted as female burials. One amber bead 
occurred in grave 42 (Fig 35 42.1 b), a male gra,~, 
where it was positioned beside the sword blade about 
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und at Lackford (Sd 
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(Lcthbridge 1951, ~ 
g 82. 979). The ~ 111 
~ough Myres~ 
ry for the iypc, lllol I, 
,th century, ashc11111> 

in a late gra,-c adi 
(Lcthbridgc 1936. . 

., however, appear m I 
,rding to the dnwq. 
mps pin has • li;1e, 
accordance with ~ 

: 25) MS a Bat, rolledi: 
Dover and at Bctp Ar 
!). On fourofthtC!hi: 
over at the head 10/1, 
12. 7, 23.5 and Ill 

3 (Fig 26) hasa bnt 

nains, 27 .9 (Fig J\lp< 
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I of fifteen inh'::t; 
·n';"o a total I.a • ~... • cdl .. 
,nts. Out of oinCI tt d 

ntained beads, 1~ l!li 
11 all (graves 13, . 11 
y, grave 11 ha~ 
s ett, and 14 eintlt s 
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Tab/£ 4. Alto11 Angw-Saxo,1 cemetery: types of beadr in illdividual graves. 

Gta\'e- or Amber Crystal Femi] or 8-0nc 
crcmaiion iron$-tone 
numb« 

2 
9 

12 9 
19 2 
23 37 
27 18+ 
33 3+ 
35 4 
37 15 
39 3 
41 3 
42 I 
43 3 
46 
47 36+ 

Cl 
C7 + 
CIO 
Cl3 
C33 

Totals 134+ 2 

+ = fragments 

I 5cm from the tang, near 10 the bronze binding 
strips on the sheath. The bead may have been 
suspended from the top of the scabbard in the same 
way as some which must have been suspended from 
the perforation io the back of a metal mount some­
times fixed to the top of a scabbard (Evison 1967, 
Figs 2h, j, 3e, 9d, Plate Xlb). The suspension strap 
for the sword mus, have gripped the scabbard at this 
point where it was strengthened by binding strips, so 
that there is the less likely possibility that the bead 
was anached 10 this strap. Grave 2 was also a male 
grave, aod this contained two glass beads (Fig 22 
2.lb-c) as well as a sword, and one of them, and 
possibly both, were found beside the blade about 
l Scm from the grip. There was usually only one 
single bead attached 10 a sword, but two were found 
io grave 44 at Brightbampton, Oxfordshire (Evison 
1967, 83). 

The other thirteen inhumations with beads were 
female, and io all but two of them some of the beads 
were amber, and in grave 43 there were three amber 
beads aod no other types. The two graves which had 
no amber we.re 9, a seven .. year-old, and 46, an infant 
of three years with a single bone bead (Fig 36 46.1), 
probably a fastening. The amber beads occur in 
the usual roughly-shaped forms, both large and 
small, and in disc, wedge, fiat, biconical aod short 
cylinder shapes (Fig 4). Out of a total of more than 
134 amber beads, two of the saucer brooch graves 
had the greatest number of amber beads, aod also 

Monochrome Drawn Drawn Polychrome Totalt 
globular cylinder 

I 1 
35 36 

I 13 
14 I 17 

3 41 
I 19+ 
I 4+ 
2 6 

34 2 SI 
4 10 17 

2 3 9 
I 
3 
I 

40 76+ 
I I 
I I+ 
2 2 
I I 
I I 

99 43 4 18 302+ 

the largest examples: grave 23 also contained a 
perforated ironstone nodule and the S<.-cond largest 
number of polychrome beads (three), and grave 47 
containt-d forty drawn globular beads. It is notice­
able that all graves with brooches also contained 
beads, with the excep1ion of grave 14 which con­
tained quoit brooches. The other non-glass beads 
consist of one smooth, disc-shaped crystal, one 
fossil, one bone and one ironstone nodule. 

Monochrome glass beads (Fig 4) are the next most 
numerous type, ninety-nine in all, of which thirty­
five occurred in grave 9, thirty-four in grave 37 and 
fourteen in grave 19. The types in grave 9 {Fig 25) 
were mainly annular, dark blue translucent with a 
variety of other colours; in grave 37 (Fig 33) they 
were annular, translucent blue or dark blue and 
annular brown translucent; aod in grave 19 globular 
opaque yellow beads only with the exception of one 
polychrome bead (Fig 28 19. li). In grave 39 the four 
monochrome beads were yellow or rust red, while in 
each of eight other graves there were only one or two 
each of monoch.rome beads. One of the sword beads, 
2.1 b, was a yellow translucent disc (Fig 22). GrJves 
which had no monochrome beads were all in the 
we-stern sector: 23, 41, 42, 43, ~ and 47. Forty 
drawn globular beads occurred in grave 47, but only 
one in grave 12 with a drawn cylinder, and two in 
grave 41 with 1hrce drawn cylinders. At Dover 1hcsc 
forms of drawn beads occurred only in phases 1-3, 
aod mostly in the first rwo phases dated to AD 
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Table S. Alum Ang/o-SIJX()n cemetery: non-glass beads (Fig 4). 

Alton Material 
type 

Shape Oualogue 
number 

Quantity Totals 
in each 

Dover (Evison 
1987) type and 
phase burfal 

AOI Amber Small roughly­
shaped 

12.4ia; 39.la; 
41.2a; 43.3ia, 
ii 2 

AOI 1-3 
mos, 
1+2 

33.83 3+ 49+ 
27.la 13+ 
47.3a 25 

/\02 Roughly-shaped 39. l b; 41.2b 
19. liia; 47.3b 
27.lb 

I 
2 
5 

A02 1-4 
II 

35.3a 3-4 A03 
A04 

Disc 
Wedge-shaped 35.3b; 43.3ib 

47.3c 
I 
s 

A03 
A04 

12.4ib, ii, 
iiia; 37.4:. 
23.4ia 

7 
15 

I 

36 

134+ 

A06 

A07 
AOS 
A09 

AIO 

Al2 

Al3 

Crystal 

Ironstooe 

Foosil 

Bone 

+ s fragments 

Large wedge• 
shaped 

Flat 

Large flat 
BiconicaJ 
Shon cylinder 

Disc 

Nodule 

Poroophaera 
globularis (Phillips) 

Dome-shaped 

42. lb 
47.3d 
35.3c 
37.4b 
23.4ib 

23.4ic 
37.4c 
23.4id 

12.4iiib 

23.ii 

41.2c 

46.1 

475-575. AU lhese monochrome and drawn types 
were common in Anglo-Saxon cemeteries, except 
possibily the annular translucent purple-brown 
37.4e and f. 

Three graves contained a single polychrome bead 
(graves 2, 9 and 19), !here were two in grave 37, 
three in grave 231 and a maximum of ten in grave 39 
(Table 4, Fig 4). Beads wilh trail decoration, zig7.ag, 
combed, crossing and crossing with dots (D03-
D 11, Fig 4) are common types, and beads with a 
swirl of glass in another colour (DOI, 002) are less 
common. The white bead wilh blue dots , 39. In (Fig 
33), is similar tO Koch 1.2 (Koch 1977 I , 20 I, 
Farbtafel 1), and the black beads speckled with rust, 
red and white dots, 23.4if (Fig 29), seem to be 
identical to l<och 11.10 which occurs mostly in her 
Stuf• 2-3, AD 545-600. The 'eye' bead 39.lm (Fig 
33) relates in a general way only to Koch types 6-9. 

Although large glass beads, used as a sword bead 
or possibly as a spindle whorl, arc no strangers in 
Anglo-Saxon contextll, they adopt a wide variety of 
shapes and patterns . A bead of somewhat similar 

4 
2 
3 

20 
I 
5 

5 

25 

l 
5 

All 

shape to Alton 2. k (Fig 22) allhough flatter, and 
with the same design of a zigzag each side with a 
single circumference trail only, and in dark olive 
with white trails, occurred in grave 223 at Mitcham. 
It was in a man's grave wilh spear and knife and 
tweezers in the fill, and the bead was at bis waist. 
This unusual arrangement suggests a possible partial 
disturbance of !he grave and that the man may 
originaUy have had a sword, a situation which would 
account for the presence of a large bead in a ll)lln's 
grave at waist level (Bidder and Morris 1959, 74, 
plate xvn, 223). 

Almost all !he bead types found in the Alton 
cemetery are common types which were found at 
Dover and were discussed in that context (Evison 
1987, 57-67). They arc almost all types which 
occurred at Dover in !he phases 1-5, AO 47S-675 , 
with a preponderance in phase 3, and almost every 
grave with beads included amber beads, which at 
Dover belong to phases 1-4, AD 47S-650. Three 
polychrome beads in grave 39 ( lh, i and k; Fig 33) 
arc types closely paralleled at Dover, and these all 
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Toh/, 6. 
luolN glDss l>tads (F,g 4> 

A/J,., A11tli>Su~on u1Ntny: "'°"a< . 

AJ1uo 
rypc 

Colour 
C.talolluc ~nmy To1als o.,.., l .,. 
numbtr '" ,ach l9-7J lYl'< 111d 

bur,al p1,o., -------- -------------
801 Rust ml 

J9.lc 
9 la 

I 
2 

3 

80l 

80) 

8(),1 

BOS 

806 

807 

808 

809 

BIO 

B11 

BI2 

4 

4-s,Jcd cyhndu 39 If 

Brown tnmlU<ttJ• Annular 37.'lc 18 18 

19 

Yellow 

AnnuJar (d~ou~b~k:!_l _ _;J~7-::::4f'._ ____ :----;---~:::--:-:--

J J 812 1-6 Ditc 9.lb - l 

Dit< (doubk) 

Ycllo" 1rn1Slucm1 0"4: 

Olm,,,_, D,s.: 
uaosluccnt 

Dark oh'° Jrttn Disc 
uans1uccn1 

Dark JrCCD l)i,c 

l.rght a,m,-bluc M<loo 

Blue tnnslucmt Annular 

39.ld 

19.IJib 

2.lb; 3911c 

9.lc 

9.ld 

9.lc 

C7.9b 

9.lh 
37.4g 

14 

I 
7 

14 

2 

8 

18 
813 I, 3, ! 

-l 
BIS I, l _, 

2 822 s 

9 

814 ________ ..,;•~~l~•loo~------:2~7~.l~•------:--------~~~-;---
cl S I 3% J, 6 81 S Dark blue Disc • fflOcll l 

transluonu CIO. I 2 4 
C33.3 I 

816 Annular Cl3.I l 649 l, S 
35.Jd 2 
37.4h 7 30 
9. Ii 20 35 

817 
818 

819 

820 
821 
822 

823 

Black 

Colourless 

Annular (double) 

M<lon 

o,sc 
Melon 
Coded cybnJcr 

Disc 

9.11 
33.8b 

9.lf 

9.lg 
9. lk 
l2.4ic 

37.4d 

oa,um,d there in gravC$ dated to phases 3 and 4, 
mostly in pha3c 3, AD S7S-62S. Add1tionaJ !YJ)CS 
prC$Ctlt at Do,..,, but absctit at Allon an, amethysts, 
metal beads, orange barttl-shaped beads and mell 
beads which tend 10 oa,ur later than amber, and also 
the mon, comphcatcd polychrome beads, mosaic, 
mil1<6ori and rcticelb. It seems that the polychrome 
beads must ha,c been dtffia,lt or cxpcns,vc 10 
acquire at Alton as they crop up sparingly, some­
times single in gm-a, and totalling no mott than 

3 
I 
2 

3 
I 
2 

6 

857 l, S 

861 J..S 

863 2 

• • cd • th beads Olli eighteen in 1wen1y burials furrush wI 1'bo 
of a tow of 302 beads. There~ 00 types nJinna• 
seem 10 be ttlics of the Roman pcri~ aod :.O.,· 
uon of this comes from the analysis ,Sl ~ 

1 
id«· 

In some graves there is evidence ~r care ~pit 
uon w,th an ey·c to colour c:o-onlinauon, (~ h amb<r 
grave 19 combined opaque yellow glass ':.uiuceal 
beads; gnvc 33 combtned amber and C1tll 
brown beads wi1h translucent blue ~ds ~u·ans· 
the single pol)'Chromc bead was in white wI 

II 

--
J;ll 

Iii 

• 

It 

1111 
Ilia 
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.tity To1ats Table 7. Alum Anglo-Saxe»• cemetery: drawn gla,s beads (Fig 4). 
eh I.lo,., 
I ll\~ 

Allon Colour Shnpe Ca1alogue Quantity Toials Dover (Evison 

~ ,ype number in each 1987) type and 
3 

801 
burial phase 

CO i Blue ttanslucenc Cylinder l2.4id 2+ CO i 1-3 
4 41.2d I+ mosl 

&)I 1-2 

18 - 3+ 
C02 Twis1cd cylinder 41.2e C03 1-2 

19 C03 Colourles. Globular l2.4ie I cos 1-3 
41.2f 2 28 mos1 

3 47.~ 25 2 
Bu 

C04 Globular (double) 47.3f 7 7 C06 2,-3 
44 most 

B11 2 
18 cos Globular (1riple) 47.3g 7 7 C07 1-2 

14 81! C06 Globular 47.3h cos 1-2 
(quadruple) 

2 2 B~ C07 Beaded cylinder 41.2g C09 1-3 

+ • fragment 

Table 8. Alton Anglo-Saxe», cemetery: polychrome g/0$S beads (Fig 4). 

Allon Oecorarion Colour Colour of Shape Caialogue Quantity Totals Do\'et (Evison 
type decotation number in each I 987) iype and 

burial phase 

8 
01)1 Swirls Light green RuSI red Disc 9.11 I I 

9 translucent 
002 Swirls and Olive green 

zig-zag ,rail uansluccnt 
Yellow Disc 39.lg 

Ml 003 Zig-zag trail While Blue Disc 19.l i 
4 uaoslucent 

D04 Zig-,.ag and Very light green White Disc 2.lc 
BI' circumference translucent 

lrails 
30 DOS Combed ,rails Rust red Y<Uow Cylinder 39.lh Dl4 3--4 

35 D06 Crossing trails Wh.i1c Blue Disc 39.li D24 3, 5 
translucent 

D07 Disc 39.lj 2 

Bi' 
(double) 

DOS Crossing tr3US Wbite Dark blue Djsc 23.4ie 
1111 and do1s IJ'3nsluccnt, 

3 rust red dots 
I 6 009 Dark blue Disc 37.4i 2 2 6 
2 

!l6l translucent 
D10 Rust red Yellow Barrel 39. lk I I 046 >-I 
DII Missing Barrel 39.11 2 2 
Dl2 Mm·ered dots White Blue Disc 39.ln 

niisl>(d
.,. tunslucent 

:y burials fu Iii"' Dl3 Dark blue \X1hitc Globular 39. lo t,eads. There~~._ translucent 5 
of the Ro1J1211 · ,; D14 Light blue Ruse red Disc 39.lm es from the_anil~~ ,rans.lucent rings in 
s !.here is e\11~ ii white do1s 

ro ootour co-<> UOlf~,: DIS Blllck Rusi red Disc 23.4if 2 2 
cd opaque ye t,cr _i and white 
combined ainblUC bi" 

lh transtucenl ill tl,ill 
,rome t,ead ..is 
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• trails and dots. Blue was lhc 
lucent blue crossmg ·rn ber m· graves 27 I b . to contrasl w1 am i 

~.o~;,\~~e~ 41 which had colourless beads also. 

Position of beads 
The seven-year-old girl in grave 9 had 1;llirty-six 
beads almns1 entirely monochrome of var!ou~ col­
ours ~d they were found under her left wrist ut the 
pelvis that is eilher worn as a bracelet or, more 
likely: kept in a bag or poek~t (Fig 43). The old 
woman in grave 12 was wearmg a pair of saucer 
brooches on lhe chest, and a few (seven) small beads 
- amber' monochrome and drawn - we~e ne_ar the 
left brooch, presumably suspended from it (Fig 44). 
There was also a row of five wedgc~shaped amber 
beads at the lefr waist with a crystal bead nearby, and 
another amber bead on the left pelvis. This suggests 
not beads in a container, bu1 ornamentation of a ~ow 
of amber beads on a belt, with the crystal bead a btt!e 
below, possibly acting as a 1oggle as 1here was no 
buckle in the grave. . 

Grave J 9 contained a four year old girl who was 
wearing a single polychrome bead at the neck, 
perhaps used as a toggle to fasten clothing . Sixteen 
smaller monochrome and amber beads were scat­
tered, mostly along the line of the waist and round 
the lower half of the body (Fig 45). It is possible, 
therefore, that again some were used as ornament on 
a belt, but the others, if worn rather than sca11ered 
over the body, must have been sewn on a garment. 
The woman in grave 23 was wearing a saucer brooch 
on each shoulder, and three polychrome and an 
amber bead at the right side of the neck may have 
been strung between them (Fig 45). A line of 
thirty-six amber beads from the right shoulder 10 
inside the righ1 elbow could have been suspended 
from one or both brooches although the beads did 
not reach the left brooch. On top of the upper jaw, 
and the nearest bead to the left brooch, was a 
perforated ironstone nodule, which would appear 10 
have been placed separately and deliberately on the 
face. 

The ten-year-old girl in grave 27 had been prop­
ped up in the grave to a half-sitting position, and 
does not appear to have been wearing any beads on 
her person. The grave was JOin (0.25m) deep, but 
the beads (eighteen amber, one blue glass) occurred 
a_t depths from 2 to 7in (5 10 J7 .8cm) between the 
rtght shoulder and the bucket, with one animal tooth 
at each end of the scatter (Fig 46). It therefore seems 
that these items were put in after the grave was at 
least partly filled, and the spreading of a bead­
orname.nted cloth might be suggested, or, more 
dramat!cally, the breaking of a mourner's necklace 
by accident or ritually _during the infilling of the 
grave. M old woman w11hout brooches in grave 33 
w~s weanng the same combination of beads, amber 
with one blue melon, and as they were under her 
right shoul~er' they presumably represent a small 
neck!ace (Fig 46). A woman in grave 35 was wearing 
a pa,r of button brooches with six beads pendant 
from the left brooch (Fig 47). The young woman in 

grave 37 was also wearing a pair of button brooch 
but, with one exception amongst the facial bo <s, 
the beads were nowhere near either. The other:• 
beads were lying between the right ribs and i 
inside right knee, and such a long stretch sugg<1 
that they were sewn on a garment rather th 11 

swinging free (Fig 47). There were no brooches wi~ 
the old woman in grave 39, and the total of sevent~ 
beads were spread from shoulder to shoulder (F.

0 

47). Amongst them were ten polychrome beads l: 
largest number in one grave. The young wom;n • 
gra_ve 4 I was wearing a duster o_f nine beads cl05C: 
an ,ron put and bronze nng at mid-chest (Fig 47). An 
old woman ID grave 43 had rwo beads between a paiJ 
of small long brooches (Fig 47) and one by the ltft 
leg. The three-year-old infant in grave 46 bad a 
single bone bead at the neck, no doubt a fastening 
(Fig 48). A woman in grave 47 was wearing a pair of 
saucer brooches, but these can have bad no connec­
tion with the series of beads which began at mid­
waist and continued under the left band to below the 
pelvis (Fig 48). 

Two of the females at Alton, therefore, wm 
wearing beads in what bas been regarded as the 
normal Anglo-Saxon manner, that is, suspended 
between a pair of brooches (graves 23 and 43). 
Where there was a pair of brooches, the beads were 
near one brooch only in gr-Aves 12 and 35, and in 23 
the main string of amber beads was below the right 
brooch while the three polychrome beads and a 
square bronze plate were between the two brooches. 
In two graves rbe beads may have ornamented a bch 
(12 and 19), and in gra\'e 9 they were either used asa 
bracelet, or contained in a bag. They may have been 
worn st:ru.ng at the neck without brooches in gral'es 
33 and 39, but they seem to have been sewn oo 
garments on lhc lower part of the body in graves 19, 
37 and 47, and p0ssibly in 41. A single bead wasat 
the neck, probably uSt-'<I as a neck fastening in two 
children's graves, 19 and 4Q, and the beads in grave 
27 had no connection with the occupant's dress. 

Buckles and belt mounts 
The buckle from grave 16 (Frontispiece; Fig 27 
16.2) has already been discussed in the con1ex1 often 
similar buckles, of which eight were found in nonh· 
east Kent, and two in other counties, one at 
Broomfield (Essex) and one ar Taplow (Buckin~· 
hamshire). All with known context were found Ill 

sword graves, some with other expensive gral'c 
goods which indicate high rank. 

While only the Taplow buckle is of gold, !he 
others are of silver gilt with applied gold plates and 
filigree. The triangular repoussl plate of the Alton 
buckle, the beaded filigree work on it and the filigree 
panel at the base of the tongue are red gold in colour, 
but the pseudo-plait filigree in the side panels and 0.

0 

the buckle loop are a yellow gold in appearance. !h•S 
no doubt indicates a variation in the copper or sih~r 
content in the gold. Unfortunately ii was not po$S~• 

blc to investigate this point scientifically as (1~~ 
could only be done by dismantling the buckle ' 

C 
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lD grave 39, and lh<1o111 lr,, 
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m one grave. 1'bt 
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Fig 5. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: animal ornament on buckle 16.2. Scale 1: I. 

. e lower pan of lhc bodn 
I possibly in 41. A in,; 
,ably used as a ncd 6-
·cs I 9 and 46, tod lht!IJ 
m~tion with the oo.• 

below). The colour contrast might have been in­
tended by the original craftsman , or i1 is possible 
that repairs were carried out in gold of a differem 
and inferior composition . 

On most of these buckles the garnet decoration on 
the 10nguc base is contained in a meral Lray, and 
represents the only garnet work on the buckle. On 
the shoulder of the Alton buckle, h.owever, the pair 
of bird heads arc attached to bodies of shaped, sliced 
garners (Frontispiece b; Fig Sb). The only other 
buckles with garnet work on the plate are the 

I bell moun!S Crundale and Taplow buckles, and on the Jan<r 
rave 16 (!'roll_, garnets adorn the loop as weU. Five of the buckles 

rom g ·scUSStd lllth! have pseudo-plait filigree borders in varying degrees 
dy been .d• ight \ltltr- of fineness. There is a complicated arrangement 
s, of which c lbcr (#Ill combined with beaded wires on the Taplow buckle, 
nd two UO 0 

tl T~ very fine work on the Wickhambreu.x buckle and the 
'5SCX) and one io:t"' coarsest on a Faversham buckle (Speake 1980, plates 
I with known COO (Jftl 7f, 6d, e). The Sarre grave 68 buckle has pseudo-

some with ~~r plait filigree of a similar fineness to that on the Alton 
[ndicatc high ,...,.. , buckle, but the Alton buckle is the only one which 

the Taplow b~... has panels of such filigree on the loop of the buckle 
, 1 gill with IP!"";' as well. 
'
1 

~er lar ,tporiSli ~ ,- Other characteristics link these lfiaogular buckl.es 
1~3:i~rgrecworkllll_!, one to another, including the filigree representation 
,a 

I 
tOJlgut lfC"" oflhe animal designs on some plates by a coarse bead 

1sc O~ th• . ree intbc#_.;, wire with a finer one each side (Speake 1980, plates 
o-platl ftltg w otdillll'l":O 6b-d , 7a, c and d on the border), with a variant of 
,p arc a ycll_o . ~ in (ii.# beaded annulcts with a bead border on ,wo (Speake 
cates a vanauoun,ic!Y'.: 1980, plate oo-1), and on two others a peculiar trick 
e gold. Unfort. scil"'.'., 
Ligate ibis J~;:n~ ~ 
e done by 1 

of rounding off the animal bodies with a closed, 
curved end at the points of intersection instead of 
leaving them open, which interrupts the flow of the 
lines of the design (Speake 1980, plate 7b, I). On the 
Taplow clasps and the Wickhambreux buckle the 
animal ornament consists of four animals in rosene 
formation, and the Alton buckle follows this design 
10 a certain extent although only two animals are 
involved (Fig 5c-<:). Figu.re 5 supersedes Speake's 
(1980) Fig 4g, which is defective because the design 
on the buckle plate was obscured by the mending 
strips on top. 

The head of each animal is shown in black: the 
lower one (Fig 5d) has jaws which interlace with the 
body, and the top jaw crosses the lower part at one 
point, while the body is featureless and terminates 
simply. The lower jaw of the upper animal (Fig Se) 
crosses under the upper jaw afrer interlacing with the 
body, loops under itself and finishes in a twist with 
the upper jaw. Jn a similar manner, a.nd in the 
opposite corner of the design, the body ends ia a 
double loop rwist, representing hind quarters. This 
twisting at the end of the body is not common, but 
does occur on the animals of the buckle with triangu• 
lar plate from Sarrc grave 68 (Spe-ake 1980, Fig 7c), 
and twisting jaws are 10 be found on a metal mount 
on the lyre from the Taplow grave (Speake 1980, Fig 
7e). The pseudo-plait filigree panel below the tongue 
shic.ld is in red gold (not silver as Speake 1980, 55) 
and the anima.1 heads at each end of it are chip• 



ALTON C HAPTER l : GRA Vil GOODS 

20 

carved and less like heads than th05<! in the same 
. , on the buckles from Wickhambreux and po5111on • • • 

Sarre (Fig Sa). Five of these buckles have a prepon 
der3nt nurnber of characlerisdcs in cofllmon, howev• 
er and the most imponant of these ,s that they arc 
o; a larger scale than rhe others: Taplow, Crund:s~, 
Alton, Wickhambreux and Sarre (Sp~,ake 1 • 

I 7f d 6b d " The Alton buckle ,s woro and p ates , , , , ., . . . h 
damaged, and has been repau-ed wll 1wo cross 
bands which riveted it 10 the leather belt unde~­
neath. Other holes and a rivet stu~P sho~ t?at this 
was not the first repair, so the bunal date ,s hkel)' LO 

have been considerably later than the date of manu-

facture. . cd • 
It seems possible that, inst.cad of ~-mg plac m 

the normal conventional funeral pos111on along the 
left side of the body as in graves I, 2 and 42, the 
sword was acrnally in position as worn oo the belt. It 
was placed diagonally across the pelvis and legs. At a 
point about 18cm below the hilt, the sword blade lay 
on top of 1hc forearm, and under these bones was the 
buckle, with the triangular mount Jy,og immediately 
underneath that, and under these the knife. The belt 
was therefore buckled round the hips with the 
buckle in front and the sword suspended left fronL 
The triangular mount with an aperture for a strap 
was probabl)' on the left back of the belt, no doubt 
suspending the knife in its sheath. The Taplow 
buckle was found on what was considered 10 be the 
left shoulder of the almost non-existent body, and 
this posit.ion, combined with the evidence of a gold 
braid, has suggested that the sword was worn on a 
baldric (Crowfoot and Hawkes I %7, 48). The buck­
le at Alton could have been similarly placed, though 
on the lower part of a baldric, but the position of the 
knife and triangular plate, the laner suitable as a belt 
mount, constitute evidence of a belt. 

Seven or eight examples have already been noted 
of a type of buckle which is fixed to a very long plate 
of iron or bronze, backed by a thick, D-sectioncd 
strip of bone or horn. The buckle in grave 41 (Fig 6f) 
at Alton belongs to this type, the buckle loop and 
tongue being of bronze, and the plate an iron strip 
I 7 .5cm long, with three rivets to fasten it to the 
backing which seems to have been made of horn. 
Fragments of another was found in grave 2, part of a 
buckle loop and '!tree fragments of iron strip, one 
sttll anacbcd by nvets to a D-sectioncd backing of 
?bone_ or born (Fig 6e). Two of the comparable belts 
were m female graves, two or possibl)' four in male 
graves, one in a grave of unknown sex and one has 
no know~ associations. Grave LXXV at Riseley, 
H~rton Kirby (Kent), also contained a sword , spear, 
krufe, sh}eld boss and nvets and although the buckle 
:-as not illustrated by a drawing, it was described as 
Iron belt buckle (broken) and part of belt iron strip 
backed by curved bone to fit body' (Cumberland 
1938, plate opp 22). A photograph of grave LXXV 
shows the buckle on the spine at waist level the plate 
extending about 15cm to the left side. The ;exr of the 
report seems to ~uggest that another buckle of this 
lYl'C was found m grave LXXVI with 8 spea d 
kmfe: 'belt buckle and iron band to fit body ;0 ~~d 

under left humerus'. A bronze top plate onl 
found unstratified near Barrow I at Ford (a w,, 
stock, near Salisbury, Wiltshire (Fig 6a) .~er­
pauern-welded sword blade f-ragmem was al~ 1 ' 
unstratilicd near !3arrow I _(Musty 1%9, -~f: 
102-4, 115-16, F,g 4c). Th,s was an Early 8 • 
Age barrow, but the discovery of unburnt h;nu 
bones (said to be of a youth or a woman) no:• 
suggests that they, together with the sword 3J 
buckle plate, came from a secondary Saxon maJ 
burial in the barrow. One other male grave wb'~ 
contained no sword but a spear, knife, bone and~ 
ring, and sherds, was found at Bkwburton H;~ 
Oxfordshire, grave VIl (Collins 1952-3 53--1 Fi ' 
5). A sketch was published, indicating a 'total l;og;~ 
of 28.5cm, and a description: 'around the bcxly ju~ 
below the_ pelvis had been some kin~ of belt with two 
sobd secuons of wood bound wuh iron in the front 
ending at the sides with buckles; the buckles were 
presumably for attachment of a leather section which 
passed round the back. Although the wood has 
decayed, clear impressions of the grain can be seen in 
the rust on the surface of the iron'. The fragmemsof 
iron and ?bone in grave 2 at Alton were also with, 
swordsman (Fig 6e), but there is unfortunately oo 
information about their position on the body. The 
reconstruction (Fig 7) assumes that, as the rivets arc 
close together, some were decorative rather than 
functional, as on the belt mount from Beckford, 
Hereford and Worcester (Fig 6b). 

Grave 41 at Alton is one of the female graves: the 
woman was lying on her right side with knees drawn 
up, and the buckle and plate (Fig 60 were l)iog 
horizon tail)' across the front of her stomach (Fi8 47). 
The grave was not rich but the amber and drawn 
glass beads, together with a bronze key, twisted ring 
and disc of Romano-British origin, suggest a fifth­
century date, or no later than the early sixth centul')'. 
A woman in grave 74 at Beckford was wearing a pair 
of applied saucer brooches, a square-he-Jded brooch, 
one crystal and amber beads, an car-scoop and also 
possessed a knife. A bronze strip with disc-head«! 
ornamental rivets and a D-secrioned ?bone backing 
(Fig 6b) was positioned across the middle of the 
waist, and an iron buckle with small plate bearing' 
bronze, disc-headed rivet was lying lower do1vn OIi 

the right pelvis. 
The 1853 report of the cemetery at Ham~ Hill, 

Wiltshire (Akerman 1853, 476), records tliat •~ the 
lap of the skeleton in grave 62 was a ' long stn~ or 
iron, which has apparently been fastened to a P!ect 
of wood by nails more than !in. in length. An ~• 
buckle remains at one end'. Perhaps the mos! •0• 

formative pieces, however, are the two unassociat<d 
items from Droxford. A bronze strip 21.5cm Jong 
and a bone and bronze fragment have, unfonunate­
ly, recently been described as bucket baod~ 
(Aldsworth 1978, 137- 8, Figs 34.43, 44), altho_U& 
their function had lx.-cn recognised in 1969 (f.i•ISO• 
1969, 116, Fig 4e, f).The long strip is folded ovi~~ 
each end, at one end over a square-s,.-cnoned . 
fragment. At the other the iron is ci.rcular in!((;•~; 
and here there is a slot in the bronze to aceonun a 

/ 

I 
/( 
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I 
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Buckles with plates of ?bone or ?horn comparable 10 Allon 41.9: a) Ford, Lavers1ock; 11) 
Beckford; c) and d) Droltford; e) A11on 2.7; t) AJ1on 41.9. Scale 2:3. 
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Fig 7. Afton Anglo-Sa.,on cemetery: reconstruction of buckle 2. 7. Scale I :2. 

the tongue of a buckle (Fig 6c). There is no !Jone 
remaining with this sujp, bm another unassoc1ated 
bronze strip fragment [rom Droxford (length 5.5cm) 
was still auacbed 10 a D-sectioned ?bone fragment 
(Fig 6d). It could have been part of the same bell 
equipment, or another one entirely, The decoration 
on the long $trip includes panels of diagonal crosses, 
which often occur on buckle plates, and a similar 
design ornamented the wood strip belt in grave 20 at 
Dover (Evison 1987, 91 Fig 13, 20/19a). On three of 
these the 'bone' backjng remained, on cwo the 
remaining traces were thought 10 be of wood. The 
remains in Allon grave 4 1 are the first to be submit­
ted 10 a specialist, and they arc thought probably to 
be horn. The purpose of this thick backing could 
have b""n to raise the ornamental plate and make it 
more clearly visible in the folds of body and clothing, 
possibly also 10 prevent chafing and discoloration of 
the material of the garment by the metal fitting. 
Indications of date are not later than the first half of 
the sixth century and, at Allon, probably much 
earlier. 

Bronze buckle C7.6 (Fig 40) has a shelving top 
surface chip-carved, no doubt in Style I animal 
ornament in the same manner as a sword belt buckle 
from Highdown grave 6 (Welch 1983 i.i, Fig 90b). A 
buckle from Frenouville, Normandy, is decorated in 
the same way (Pilct 1980 iii, Planche 48.217- 1). 

The bron,.e buckle 34.3 (lost, but illustrated Fig 
32 by the sketch on the index card) shows a number 
of unusual features, most of which are connected 
with buckles of the late fourth and early fifth cen­
tury. At this time nicked edges, as on the loop and 
plate, were common, as well as ring-and-dot stamps. 
A plate consisting of a similar long, thin strip of 
bronze has been found on crude dolphin-decorated 
buckle loops made in this country (Hawkes and 
Dunning 1%_1 , Fig 13g), and also on the horse­
headed dolphm 1001?5 (Hawkes a~d Dunniag 1%1, 
F,g I Slll). The lnop"' unusual, as II is squared at the 
front but not at the back, aad this extraordinary 
form could be explained if it were a degenerate 
version of the ,horse-headed dolphin IOQp which did, 
,n fact, turn rnto a squared-front loop on the Ci . 
cncester (Gloucestershire) buckle, where the ho™!~' 

heads are almost unrecognisable (Hawkes and Dun, 
ning 1961, Fig JSc). The end of the tongue bears 
markings reminiscent of the animal head tips found 
on buckles of the late fourth - early fifth century on 
the Continent (Bohmc 1974, Taf 78.27, Taf 83.4

1 
Taf 94.13, Taf 114.3; Evison 1%5, frontispiece, 
Figs 26c, 27a, Plate 9a, c) . It is a small buckle for a 
sttap only 1cm wide, but as it was found at the waist 
of a youth of twenty with a spear , it must have 
functioned as a belt buckle. lt must have ~n rude 
in the first half of the fi.fth century. 

The bronze ring 30.2 (Fig 31) is circular io 
section, and, with its narrower, rimmed part., is 
similar to the earlier British terrets as found in a 
Saxon grave at Chessell Down (Arnold 1982, 68, Fig 
27.27), and at Stowting, Kent (Brent 1867, 413-14, 
plate XIX, 5). A rimmed tongue recess does occur 
on Saxon buckle loops, however, as at Chcssel Down 
(Arnold 1982, Fig 28.88), where the section of the 
loop is lozenge-shaped. In grave 30 at Allon there 
was a knife at the left waist of this male with an iron 
buckle nearby. As 30.2 was found near bronze 
fragments beside the right hip it is 001 so likely also 
10 have been in use as a buckle. 

There are three iron buckles consi.scing of a simple 
oval loop and tongue, two of them with a doubled, 
rectangular plate (47.5 and 23.6, Figs 37 and 29)and 
one with a square single plate (37 .6, Fig 33). Thrc.: 
other buckles arc similar, with oval iron loop and 
tongue, but bronze doubled rectangular plates, 33.7 
(Fig 32) being decorated with one nicked edge, 7.3 
(F ig 25) with 1wo nicked edges and rows of srarnped 
dots, while the thinner plate on 27.3 (Fig 30) has 
rows of rtpousse dots. Graves 7 and 33 were both of 
south-north orientalion, 7 being a mrue and 33 3 

female, while 27 was a girl of ten and unusual 
because of a north-south orientation. There are also 
eight iron buckle loops, some of them fragmeo~ar)'. 

The nonnal use for the buckles was for a waist or 
hip belt, and in graves where the position of Lb< 
buckle plate indicates clearly which way rhe buckle 
was facing it may be s.-en that the buckle was on the 
left-hand side and the free end of the bell was pasud 
through the buckle from t.he right. This applies •0 

the male grave 34.3, and female graves 27.3, 33,7, 
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37.6, 41.9 and 47.5. The buckle in grave 7 lay 
diagonally at the waist with the loop more or less in 
the opposite direction, but as this body was on its 
right side with the knees drawn up, the beh may 
have been twisted.. In the female grave 11, a group of 
objects at the top of the left femur included a knife, 
and the buckle with ii may have suspended. a pouch 
or knife sheath. In grave 16, the ornamental buckle 
was part of the sword belt, and the small iron buckle 
16.7g (Fig 27) was very near the shield boss and 
rivets, and no doubt fastened a suspension strap on 
the shield. 

As to other belt mounts, associated with cremation 
2 (besides a bronze nail) was a fragment of bronze 
tube C2. l (Fig 39). Although rectangular in section 
it is very similar to the D-sectioned. bronze tubes, 
some of which were ornamented. with quoit brooch 
style (Evison 1965, 50, 67, plate 13a) and which 
appear to have been used in connection with belts or 
straps. 

A fonn of strap end which also began in the fifth 
CCDIUt)I is the double place with rounded. end, 23.8 
(Fig 29), for this also occurs with quoit brooch style 
animals (Evison 1965, plate I Ja). Belt mounts of 
continental origin of the late sixth and sevemh 
century are the triangular mount 16.3 (Fig 27) and 
the rectangular mount with four prominent rivets 
1.5 (Fig 22; Bohner 1958 2, Taf 36.8c, Taf 39. lb). 

Enough remains of the brow.e strap end C2.2 (Fig 
39) 10 show that it is a late Roman cype. Decoration 

Personal Equipment 

Knives 

Because of the bad state of the iron, the original 
shape of the knives is 001 always clear, as from 
graves 4, 17 and 23. It was possible 10 distinguish six 
types at the Dover cemetery, but at Ahoo only the 
first four types have been found. Type I (Fig 8), 
with both back and cutting edge curving to the 
point, is the most frequent, occurring in fifteen 
gr.ives: 7, 9, 12, 14, 19, 21, 26, 29, 30, 33, 34, 35, 
37, 47 and 49 (Figs 25, 26, 28, 30, 31, 32, 33 and 
37). This rype was most numerous at Dover also, 
and was in use throughout the period of the cemet­
ery, a range from cAD 475--750. Type 2 has a 
straight back and curved cutting edge, and there are 
only four of these, in graves 6, 11, 24 and 44 (Figs 
24, 25, 30 and 36). Type 3, with an angled back and 
cur•ed cutting edge, occurred in graves I , 27, 36, 
41, 42 and U2 (Figs 22, 30, 33, 34, 35 and 38), and 
the largest knife or seax in grave 4 (Fig 24) is also of 
type 3. Types 2 and 3 also had a wide time span al 
Dover. Type 4, with a curved back and straight 
cutting edge, occurred in graves 16, 40 and probably 
39 (Figs 27, 34 and 33). his a late type, and at Dover 
was in use from cAD 625--750 (Evison 1987, I 13, 
Text Fig 26). At Alton, type 4 occurred in grave 16 
which be.longs to !he seventh century, and this 
grave, together with 39 and 4-0, was orienmcd 
south-north. is limited. to moulded parallel ridges at the narrowest 

point, and possible traces of facetting along the edge 
between the two rivet holes. Comparison with other 
strap ends of this type shows that there may have 
been no further decoration on the missing part. 
Grave groups on the Continent with this type of 
strap end are: Bremen-Blumenthal, grave A (Bohme 
1974, Taf 6.6-10); Nijmcgcn, Broerstraat, grave 159 2 
(Bohme 1974, Taf 84. I 1- 18); Looveen, Drenthe, 
grave 1 (Wem er 1958, Abb 18). At Krefeld-GeUep 
graves 929, 1100 and 1113 there was some stamped. 

1 ( ~ "> 
: ==--------
: ~ or faeened. decoration below the moulding (Bullinger 3 

1969, B, Taf LXIV; Pirling 1966 2, Taf 74.21, Taf 
91.7a, 15). 

c 

( ~ ~ 
lo England one was found at Milton-nex1-

Si1tingboume, Kem, probably from a grave group, 4 
although 001 recorded as such (Hawkes and Dun­
ning 1961, Fig 2), and one at Dorchester, Oxford­
shire (Werner 19S8, Abb 8, 1-13; Hawkes and 
Dunning 1961, Fig 1.1-13). In all of these groups 
there were cylindrical belt ends, and all had rosene 

Fig. 8. Allon Anglo-Saxon cemetery: knife types. 

The only people buried without a knife were those 
with no possessions at all, infants or juveniles IS, 18, 
28, 31, 38 and 46 (toggle only), old females 20 and 
25, female 13, male 32, one old female with smaU 
long brooches and beads 43, and one male with spear 
and shield boss 4S. Knives with slender, narrow 
blades occurred in female gr.ives 9, 12, 14, 21, 23 
and 35, but sometimes also with men, 34 and 44. 

belt mounts, except at Nijmegen which also con­
tained. a buckle with fixed plate. The distribution 
map of the type by Werner (1958, Abb 15, Karte 4) 
shows occurrences mainly between the mouths of the 
Elbe and Weser, but also in HoUand, one in the 
Rhineland and one at Dorchester. Another similar 
example has recently been found not far away from 
Alton a, hchcn Abbas, Hampshire, in a grave also 
containing a sword, corrugated leaf-shaped spear­
head, knife and cylindical belt end (Youngs e1 al 
1985, 180-1). The da<e of the strap end type is the 
first half of the fifth century. 

Examination of the remains of the grip has estab­
lished. that some, if 001 all, were probably made of 
horn (sec report by Jacqui Watson). A groove js 
visible along one face of 1.6, 26.1, 36.2, 37.5 and 
42.2, and a line indicating the welding of cutting 
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.. 1 ·•e radiographs of 1.6, d the back is v1s1b e on w 
C ge JO I 26 I 37 s 39.3 and 49.3. 
6.2, 21. , • , • ' 

Toilet seis 
f ments of bronze tweezers 

There wm featureless cl14 and possibly also C7.8 
in cremauon 7: 7,.15d .• inhumations were more 
(Fig 40). Two oun . ~ of 3S 5 (Fig 32) remains, 
complc~ ~~yt~~•d:iblc tra~verse lines, faceued 
decorat d ;;;:rders of punch marks. The tweezers 2.6 
c-dges an . ii :~ ..,· ... and shape, decorated 
(Fig 23) are Sllll a.r ~ ~ · • k d 

. 'th double transverse lines and with me e 
!fm i:iiniamre iron tweezers were includC? in the 
,of:~t in crel11'ltion 27 (Fig 42). Similar, mimamrc 
iron toilet sets which indud~ tweezers occurred at 
Cais1or-by-Norwich, 111'llllly ID fifth-<:cntury pots of 
Anglian type (Myres and Green 1973, 103ft). There 
were ,wo iron IWCC'LCrs in gr~•• 41 (Fig 34 4_1. 7c). 

A bronze toilet set, cons1Sung of. two pins or 
prickers and an earscoop was found 111 the fomale 
grave 27 31 Alton (Fig 30), and two_ bronze prickers 
on a ring occurred 111 grave 37 (Fig 33). 

Miniature comb 
A recent discussion of this type of object (Myres and 
Green 1973, 97) pointed out tha1 they occur rarely on 
the Continent, and in this country have been noted 
at Loveden Hill (Lincolnshire), Bidford-on-Avon 
(Warwickshire), Castle Acre (Norfolk), Caistor-by­
Norwich, Abingdon and Lackford. Further exam• 
pies have more recently beeJl published from Spong 
Hill (Hills 1977, 28, Figs 111.1433, 1454, I 13. 1500; 
Hills and Penn 1981 , Fig 175.221)) and Highdown 
(Welch 1983 ii, Fig 117c). These are of various 
shapes, but round-backed ones simila.r to Alton 
C24.2 (Fig 41 ) were found at Abingdon in crema­
tions 2, 9, JO and II (Leeds and Harden I 936, plates 
Ill and IV). The pots in which they were found were 
undecorated, and the only associated objects were 
miniature shears, !<nifc and toilet implements with 
cremation 9, as well as a dark blue glass bead and 
bronze fragments. A simila.r type of comb at Caistor­
by-Norwicb, Rl2B (Myres and Green 1973, 97, Fig 
16) has a round back but widens at the teeth and the 
pots associated with this type of comb, Bu~kelurmm 
Groups 11 and V and urns with vertical grooves and 
bosses, give a date range to the end of the fifth 
century. A ~ilar comb at Loveden Hill, 59. JSI , 
was found wnh a fragment of a triangular comb in a 
8uckelurne or Group V (Eagles 1979 i 69, ii 348 Fig 
l01.59~). Like Alton cremation 24, Abingdon 
crema11on 82 also contained a bronze pin, needle, 
and some fused glass, as weU as a sherd. The 
contents of Ab111gdon cremation 11 were also simi­
~r: a bronze pin, a pin or needle, fused glass and a 

~mt SQ~are-hcadcd brooch. An urn at Lackford 
with vcruca,1 shoulder bosses (Lethbridgc 1951 Fig 
28

•49• 17; Myres !977 2, Fig 82.979) contaided a 
s1_am1>:<1ecora1cd miniature comb, together with a :r h ';{.th face!tcd. head very similar to that found 

t ton crcma11on 24. Cremation 24 at Alton was 

depooited on top of cremation 23, and the 
and stamped decoration of its pot indicates P':11:d 
the ca.rly sixth century. In spite, therefor: ~• 111 

early date suggested by the Roman type of b lb, 
pin in Alton cremation 24 and the shape ~oo,, 
miniature comb (see the continental cxan, 0 th• 
iron: Zimmer-Linnfcld et al 1960, Tar 2~s: 
Taf ~3._171~, T~ 133.1075), th~ factors ~d ~ 
assoc,auon 111 Ab111gdon crcmat1on II of a 
headed broocb establish a date for deJ>O$ition~ 
the first part of the sixth century. 

Playing pieces 

Two spherical pebbles, one buff and one black bQib 
2. I cm in diameter were found inside the buck<t • 
grave 27 (Fig 31) . There can be no doubt th<rcfo: 
that they had been carefully selected 'for oolou; 
co.ntrast and similari~ of_size and shape, and the fiK1 
that they were found tns1de the bucket, in company 
with other possessions, a bone pin and an iron Dai! 
indicates that they had been selected for some.,.,'. 
pose, per.haps for gan_ung. The clay cube found by 
the skull 111 grave 7 (F,g 25 7.4) shows no sign of any 
marking, but it could perhaps have been us«J as, 
die in a game if spot numbers had been pain1td oo. 

Roman objects 
The sroall octagonal bronze plate c:1.9 (Fig 40) 
bearing the Roman numeral XVI is probably a 
Roman theatre ticket, and numbers of counters of 
similar size have been found with leners or numbers 
on one side, but of varying shapes and materials 
(Liversidge 1973, 371, Fig 133a-g). 

The bronze key 4 J.5 (Fig 34) is a Roman lJ'Jl' 
which has been found in other early Saxon gm'<$, 
for example al West Overton, Wiltshire (l!visoo 
I 965, 40, Fig Zia), Dorchester (Kirk and Letds 
1952-3, plate VA) and OzingeU, Ken! (Smith 18S., 
plate VI, Fig 8) . There arc examples from Rom,n 
contexts at Great Chesterford (Liversidgt 1973, 81, 
Fig 29d) and Richborough (Bushe-Fox 1932, plate 
XIII.41) . 

Containers 

Buckets 
Very little wood of either bucket. 2.~ or 27.~: 
maincd, but there was enough 10 wdicate Iha The 
fust, and probably also the second, was of yew. d by 
larger bucket, 27.8 (Fig 31, plate Ua), was bou; r<­
less substantial bronze bands, and notu!::°\,tber 
mained of the lower two hoops 10 cstab w tbt 
the walls were vertical or spreadi~g slightly~,. 
base. There is no evidence rega.rding the co bllfl 31 
tion of the base, for the vertical bands Sl~P ~ugbh' 
the lower edge of the lowest hoop. It " · firoO 
fashioned, with no decoration. The handle 15 0 

and Battened at the top. . late l(b) 
The bronze bands used for 2.4 (Fig 23, P 
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are more sturdy, and the hoops are completely 
preserved oo that it can be seen that the shape is 
slightly wider at the base than al the top. It is evident 
that the base was raised and fixed to the inside of the 
s1aves about 8mm from the bottom because me four 
uprights were folded under to this height and riveted 
mrough the wood. The bronze handle, with a min­
ner bro11ze band ooldered along the top <>f ii, does 
001 appear 10 have a parallel. There is some rtpousse 
do1 decoration on 2.4, and al me top of one of the 
vertical strips mere is a lightly scratched rectangle 
containing further scratch marks looking similar to 
runes. There is nothing distinctive on eimer which 
would suggest a date, but the two graves belong to 
the first or second phase of burial at Allon. 

Pottery 
Two pots arc complete (3.1 and C44. I ); me rest have 
been restored as far as possible. Some are nearly 
complete: for example those in inhumation grave 14, 
and cremations 4, 12, 14, 16, 20, 24 and 31. In 
others, a certain amount <>f form or decoration can be 
distinguished. A number of rim fragments are small 
and the angle is difficult to determine. Some, illus­
trated by the draughtsman as vertical (C7 .Ja, ii and 
iii, CIJ. la and C43. I on Figs 40 and 42), were 
probably slightly evened. There were aloo a few 
abraded Roman sherds and tile fragments in grave 
fills, cremations and in the topsoil. 

The Roman cooking pot, cremation 44 (Fig 42), 
said 10 have been found in the fill of grave 2, is very 
similar to a form found at Housesteads (North­
umberland), and dated to AD 290-370 (Gillam 1968, 
16, Fig 17 .147). The whole Romano-British black 
burnished poncry industry has been subjected to 
detailed study (Williams 1977). 

The fill of grave 6 contained five sherds of fabric 4 
including a fr-agment of a faccned carin.ation (Fig 24 
6.3), a well-known bowl form of the early fifth 
century (Myres 1977 I 18-19, 2 Fig 95). The sherds 
C4.lb (Fig 39) are in the sanoe fabric and the form is 
a similar carinated bowl wi1hou1 the faceting. It 
must represent the remains of an early fifth-century 
cremation disturbed by the deposition of the fifth­
century cremation po1, C4. la. 

The tall, narrow pedc-stal pol from grave 3 (Fig 24, 
plate Uc) has been compared by Myres with other 
types of pedestal po1 in seeking support for Jurish 
connections. Comparioon has been made with a 
fragmentary pot from Bifroos (Kem) and one from 
Drengsted, Denmark (Myres 1970, Fig 7.4, 2), these 
two being very close 10 each other in meir shape and 
scheme of decoration, but having little in common 
with the Alton po1 save a similar tall, narrow form on 
a pedestal. A similar pedestal po1 from Chessel 
Down (Myres 1977, Fig 202.3629) is recorded as 
being narrower in diameter in Arnold (1982, Fig 19). 
The Canterbury pot (Myres 1977, Fig 202.1077) is 
no longer ex1an1, but a surviving photograph (Leeds 
1936, plate Xllla) sbows the decoration to consist of 
longitudinal grooves rather than well-defined bosses 
as shown in the drawing. As may be seen from Fig 24 

here, the decoration or the Alton pot is hardly 
recognisable as showing the well-defined bosses of 
Myres (1977 Fig 202.3196), it being more in the 
narure of a five-sided po1. In fact, these two, and the 
Eastry, Kent, pot (Myres 1977, Fig 202.3087) as 
well, are likely 10 be examples of Germanic e<>pying 
of a late Roman form, in this instance the mumb pol 
(GWam 1968, Fig 7.46, S3, 54) which continued into 
the late fourth cenrury, and one of which, a New 
Forest ware beaker, occurred in grave 82 at High­
down (Welch 1983 ii, plate VI). U this is, in fact, me 
source of inspiration, invocation of foreign connec­
lions is unnecessary and the date is likely 10 be in the 
firs t half of the fifth century. 

The pot in cremation 23 (Fig 41) consisted of a flat 
pot base, and one matching decorated fragmen1 had 
diagonal lines and a slashed diagonal long boss. This 
decoration is similar to that of the sherds C32. I (Fig 
42) where mere are loog, slashed bosses, both di­
agonal and venical, and there is a slashed collar on 
the neck of the pot. Both cremations 23 and 32 
therefore belong to the fifth century. 

The po1 of cremation I (Fig 39) is decorated with 
bosses and aloo a line-and-dot scheme where trian­
gles are combined with dots ason pots from Abingdon 
and Howletts, Kent (Myres 1977 1 24-5, 2 Figs 
128.4066, 129.453), and which may be dated to early 
or mid-fifth century, a date supported at Alton by 
the accompanying spiral saucer brooches. 

As to cremation pot C4. la (Fig 39), urns which are 
decorated with shoulder bosses framed in a 
triangular-stamped border are considered by Myres 
( 1977) in connection wim the large group of pots 
decorated with stamped triangular panels: St John's 
Cambridge (Myres I 977, Fig 327 .272); Girton, Cam­
bridge (Fig 332.241); West Keal, Lincolnshire (Fig 
334.512, 4062); Pi1sford, Northamptonshire (Fig 
336.802). If this is the context 10 which they belong, 
mey would be of like date, that is, the middle of 1he 
sixth century. However, an early pot with framed, 
slashed bosses from Mucking (Myres 1977 1 56, 2 
Fig 336.3759) has connections with the zoomorphic 
10011 boss style of the fifth century, and the po1 from 
Highdown (Myres 1977, Fig 206.2438) is particular­
ly close 10 Alton C4. la with its shield-shaped slashed 
boss with a similar framed border of ring stamps. 
Early characteristics 10 be noted on me cremation 4 
pot are the finger-tip rose\tes on the bosses, descen­
dants of the roseues on the Cuxhaven-Galgenberg 
type of continental po1, as at Caistor-by-Norwich 
and Bruodall, Norfolk (Myres 1977, Fig 167. 1659, 
2391) and there arc stamped rosettes on a Bucke/um, 
with suhe11de Boger, from Sandy, Bedfordshire 
(Myres 1977 2, Fig 189.328; Brown 1915 IV, plate 
CX:XXIII, 5). For a con1i.nemal predeeesoor of 
round bossl'S wim a stamped frame see Westerwanna 
C709 (Zimmer-Linnfeld et al 1960, Taf 93.709). As 
the cremation 4 pot also has a slashed collar, a fifth 
century date may be concluded. The rosette stamps of 
C26. I and C46. I a and the bossed sberd U 11 (Figs 42 
and 38) arc also likely 10 belong to the fifth century. 

The urn C24. I (Fig 41) is a narrow-necked, 
spherical pot with irregular stamping in vertical 
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ofihe vessel This is silJljlar 10 
p3nels on tJ!,• ~P i;r; 1171) from Castle Acre which 
Myres 0\1,;. ~:oss-~-circle stamp and an eight· 
has a ~ss-in-circlc siarop. Poner IX al Cais1~r:by­
~r:;',:ch also worked in zones wi~ vertical d1v1s1ons 
and used iwo siroilar stamps on his pot (Myres ~d 
G 1973 Flg 56 Y31; Myres 1977 2 Fig 
I ;;er923). P~ttcrs II and lll a1 Cais!or-by-Norwich 
also· arranged stamps in vertically di!1d~ zones, and 
their work is a11ribu1cd to the oud-sJXth century 
(Myres and Green 197_3,_ 62-3). The Allon _crcmauon 
24 po1 contained a mm1aturc comb, bronze needle, 
pin of Roman type and a fused glass lwnp, and was 
buried partly on tOI) of, cremation 23 so that an early 
sixth-e<enlury date 1s likely. . . 

Cremation 12 (Fig 40) is a hollow-n<.-ckcd b1corucal 
pol with bosses on t~e !ow carination and 1wo forms 
of trellis stamp cnmchng the neck and hanging IO 
pendant shields. The form is similar 10 plam bossed 
urns from Cais1or-by-Norw1ch and Newark (No1-
tinghamshire), and a more spherical urn with bosses 
from Newark is also stamped becween lhe bosses 
with a fauhy trellis-in-circle stamp (Myres 1977 2 
Figs 79.1792, 81.3447, 80.3889). Other pots with 
unframed sramps between are shown by Myres in his 
Fig I 19, of which only lhe pot from Loveden Hill is 
similar in shape (Myres 1977 2 Fig 119.3241). The 
form appears 10 belong 10 the liflh century (Myres 
1977 I 11), but for the stamped versions Myres 
favours a date in the sixth century ( 1977 1 22). 

The undecorated po1s include two variations on 
the biconical form, cremations 14 and 16 (Figs 40 
and 41). More distinctive is tbe globular bowl, 
cremation 20 (Fig 41), as at Highdown, Hassocks, 
Wes, Sussex, and Dorking, Surrey (Myres 1977, 
Figs 46.3846, 46.3649 and 46.3659) . Three from 
Hanwell (London) are also similar (Myres 1977, Fig 
47.3113, 3115 and 3116). An example possibly from 
Fareham (Hampshire) has a cross-marked base 
(Myres 1977 2 Fig _47. 1149; Hawkes 1%8, 58-9, Fig 
24.3). The small s,ze of 1he pots (Cl4. I and C20.l) 
serves to emphasise the fact that small pots as well as 
large ones were used for cremations, and 1he 
nomenclature of accessory vessels is roisleading 
(Myres 1969, 228; Hawkes 1968, 59) . The shoul­
dered bow_l with bead rim, C3 I. l, is not a common 
shape. It "!• however, pretty closely dated by 1he 
accomp~ymg square-he-.ided brooch of the lirs1 half 
of lhe SJXth <;entury, The decorated Germanic pot­
tery at Alton 1s therefore all ~(_Saxon origin, showing 
the liflh-century charactensucs of bosses, corded 
collars and rosette pa11erns, and sixth-century 
stamps. 

The ~abrics of early Anglo-Saxon ponery in 
Ha!'lpshtrc are ~n.dcr investigation at S6uthampton 
U111vers11y' '.1"d it i~ hoped that the po11ery from this 
cemetery will be . mcluded io th.is study. For the 
present pu~posc visual examination shows that some fnd or gnt tempering is present throughout to a 
cssef or gre,i1er ex1em, and some fabrics C<lntain a 

considerable amoum of vegetable ma11er. There is 

often a great deal of variation between one 
pot and another, particularly in the colou P•~ or• 
fabric and surfac~ appearan~e, but also in th~, lht 
content, so that 11 1s someumes difficult to co l:tnr,tr 
conclusions as '? ~hcth~r two sherds belong :•ii: 
same pot or arc m 1denucal fabnc. The fabrics ha 
been sorted in a general fashion into five main . vt 
as may be seen from Table 9 (distribution pi;~, 
55), and are described as: ig 

Fabric I - vcge1abk temper 
Fabric 2 - line sand temper 
Fabric 3 - coarse sand temper 
Fabric 4 - grey ware, sharp black grit 
Fabric 5 - thick brown ware, black grit 
The decoration of the po1s shows some evidence or 

fidelity 10 fabric. Fabric 5 occurred only as sherds in 
the fill of grave 14, presumably a discurbed cran,. 
tion !nd so earlier than the pot in grave 14 (fabric I~ 
Fabnc 4 occurred only as fragments of carirui1ed bowls 
in grave 6 and cremation 4, early lifth-cemury t)'p<s 
Fabric 1 also occurred in early pots: the pedesla] J)lll ~ 
grave 3 and the bossed pots in cremations 4 and J2. 
There are also two sherds with roseuc s1amps in 
fabric I and the plain, complete or nearly compl,te 
pots: grave 14 and cremations 14, 16, 20 and JI. 
Probably equally early is fabric 2, sherds with lint 
decoration, UIO, C7. lb, C22. I and C23.I with, 
long, slashed boss, though C24. I has stamped de­
coration. There are also bosses in fabric 3 (\J 111 
bosses with triangles and dots (Cl.I), and 00!"1 
with stamps (Cl2. l ). All of the fabrics therefort 
were in use in the fifth century but there att oo 
examples of fabrics I, 4 and S in tbe sixth ccn1wy. 
This may be significant in the case of fabric I, wbett 
the.re are many examples, but the available :1mOUn1 
of fabrics 4 and 5 is 100 small for conclusions 10 be 
drawn. 

Wooden box 
Four small clamps, 16. IOa-d (Fig 28), were found 
near 10 each other and about 4in (10cm) above the 
floor of 1he grave beside 1he left shoulder of ~ 
skeleton. There were ,races of transverse wood graID 
on the inner surface of one, and they had bee_• 
clamped through wood which was 1.4cm thick. This 
mus1 have been a small bu1 robust wooden box, 

Wooden cups 
Two silver rims, 16.8 and 9 (Fig 28), U-sectioned, 
were fastened by Outed bands 10 1umed beceh cups. 
A similar silver rim occurred in grave 32 a• Dove_r, 
and two others with further ornamematioo Ff'i~ 
grave 29 (Evison 1987, 105, Fig 19, 32.7, •g..,; 
29.12a-b). The original height of the Allon cups.lion 
probably a linle over IOcm, as ibis was ibe ':, f 
of one of the rims apparently in situ abo•·• ~e 

111
..:S 

the grave. The rims at Dover occurred ll1 g 
allocated to phase 3, AD 57>-625. 
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Tobi• 9. Alton A11glo-Soxon cemetery: oteUTTtnet of po1ury fabric types. 

Fabric types 
I 

3.1 
14.6 
16 = C46 
18 
19.3 
23 = C32 
40 = C43 

C4.la 
CS.I 
C6.I 
C9.I 
CU.Ja 
Cl4. l 
Cl5.3 
Cl6.I 
C l9.J 
C20.J 
C21.l 
C26.I 

C28 
C29.I 
C31.l 
C32. l (part in 23) 
C33. l 
C35 
C40 
C43. I (in 40) 
C46. I (part in 16) 

2 

24.3b 
UlO 

C7.Jb 
CH.lb 
CJS.3 
C22.l 
C23.l 
C24.l 

3 

12 
14.7b 
19 = C27 
24.3a 
26 
27 
38 
41 
Ul 1 

Cl.I 
C7.Ja 
Cl2. I 
CJS.l 
CJS.3 
C27. I (part in l9) 
C37 

27 

4 5 

6.3 14.7a 

C4.lb 





Chapter 3 

Discussion 

Skeleton positions and the human bones 

The p0sitioo of the skeleton is not known in regard 
10 seven graves: grave 5 was partly under the bunga­
low, graves LO and 48 were located only and not 
excavated as they were almost entirely in the next 
garden, 49 was found later by a neighbour construct­
ing a garage, no bones remained in 18 and 38, and in 
grave 8 there were fragments only of skull and ribs of 
a neonate. The pOSitions of the skeletons in the 
previously excavated graves 1-4 were recorded, but 
the bones were not available for study. The position 
of the skeleton in grave 5 is not known, but the 
bones were available. Out of forty-rwo graves where 
the skeleton was sufficiently well-preserved for posi­
tion 10 be distingitished, thirty-four were supine, 
although there was considerable variation in the 
disposition of skull, anns and legs, and sometimes 
the body was beot at the hips so that the legs were at 
an angle with the body. There were thirteen graves 
with skull to the left, three recognisable as definitely 
male and six female, and sixteen with skull to the 
right, seven male and eight female. Three women were 
buried with one foot croSS<.'<I over the other, iwo of 
these graves being near together, 14 and 20, but all 
three were differently orientated, 14 east-west, 20 
north-south and 23 south-north. Five were buried on 
the right side: 7, 16, 21, 41 and 45, three male and 
two female. A girl of ten was o.n her left side and 
propped up in a semi-sitting position in grave 27. 

Slight displacement of some bones by nesting 
animals was evident in grave 42 (Fig 47) where the 
cranium had been rolled back while the lower jaw 
remained in situ, and in grave 35 where ,be articu­
lated fingers and bones of the right hand were some 
distance from the wrist. More doubtful, perhaps, 
was the position of the skull of the woman in grave 
37 (Fig 47), where the articulated skull and mandi­
ble, which were facing right, were lying on the right 
shoulder. It would have been a large animal that 
could have displaced this amount and there was no 
indication that the top part of the body was propped 
up so that the skull could have slid down. No 
conclusions can be d.rawn regarding the, perhaps 
remote, possibility of delibetate beheading or 
mutilation before. burial, as the proportion of the 
c_emetery excavated was small, bu, regarding posi­
tion and associations it may be noted that grave 37 
"':'S near lo 35 with similar orientation, both women 
Wit~ button brooches, and the female in grave 37 was 
bunect next to rwo children. 

The body of the old woman in grave 21 {Fig 45) 
was placed in the grave with legs drawn up to the 
right, and the right arm sharply bent in a unique 
position with the hand on the neck. Perhaps this 
illustrates tl1e pain the old lady might have felt from 
the arthritis in her vertebrae, and the fusion of two 
cervical and rwo upper thoracic vertebrae (below, 
59). According to the bone report, the right clavic.le 
of the woman aged over for1y-6ve in grave 25 is very 
bent, probably the result of an old, healed fracture. 
A coosequenr weakness of the right chest region is 
probably shown by the decay of the ribs on the right 
while the ribs on the left have survived (Fig 45). It 
was possible co excavate only the skull of the man in 
grave 22 (Fig 45), as most of the grave was in the 
next garden. On the cranium there were two clear 
cuts, one of them circular, so that the possibility of 
an intentfonal trephine operation has been discussed 
(below, 64) in respect of one of them. 

In e-Jch of graves 7 and 45 (Figs 43 and 48) was a 
man with a spear, in an unusual position oo his right 
side with knees drawn up. The bone rep0r1 shows 
that each had a physical disability, 7 with a defective 
back and 45 with a defective leg, so that there may 
have been a connection between the warrior's pro• 
wess and method of burial. A large proportion of the 
people represented by the excavated remains suf­
fered from dental disease or damage to bones by 
disease or accident. 

The cremations yielded only tiny fragments of 
burnt bone, and so linle information can be gained 
from them that it was only possible 10 identify sex 
with cenainty in one cremation, 4. 

Identification of sex by examination of the bones was 
at variance only three times with identification of sex 
by grave goods, as may be seen from Table 11: beads 
occurred in gtaves 12 and 39 but they were judgt'<l to 
be male on the evidence of the bones by M.iss R 
Powers and Mr D R Brothwcll. Grave 6 contained a 
spearhead a.nd knife, but the bones were considered 
to be female. In these cases sexing by grave goods is 
given preference. 

Further small fragments of cremated bone were 
examined by Alison Cameron, University of Brad­
ford, from cremations I , 4, 6, 7, IO, 12, 13, 19, 31, 
32, 33, 34, 35 and 46, and this work produced the 
following information: 7, middle-aged adult?; 12, 
middle-aged adult; 32, ?old aduh. These rt'Suhs are 
incorporated in Table 11. 
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A lo-Saxon am,ury: positwns of bones. 

Table /0. Alum ng 
If 

SuPINE BURIALS 
JI F 
ll ?(00 ljol!s) 

Other de!Jlils 
Grave 01.ber details ll f 

Grave ~ ll• 
skull R, R ann slightly bent 44 skul! R, R arm slightly bent halld . 11 II 

2 skull R, L ann slightly bent and away pelvis ' IQ 16 ii, 
4 46 skull down L, foreanns missin n /lllfint (oo 

from body 
skull R L arm slightly bent 47 ~kull R? both arms slightly bent g L hand U F 

6 
skull R' hands in pelvis 1n pelvis , ~ ? (DO Ji,,dS) 

9 
skull R: L hand in pelvis ll ? 

II !I l\! (00 6tJd 
12 skull L 11 •• 
13 skuU R and down, L leg bent 

NON-SUPINE BURIALS V F 
14 skull R, body bent at hips, L hand in :i 

) 

pelvis, feet crossed 
on R side, R arm at side L ann h<n ~ 

? (DO m,ds) 

15 skull L, arms and legs bent I 
ll ? 

3 R 'd , I F, Jo 17 arms slightly bent on s1 e, most destroyed D 
19 L arm and legs slightly bent 7 on R side, L arm bent across body boot ~ Ju (oo 6odl 
20 skull down and R, R arm bent, bands on legs bent ' ?I Ju 

L pelvis, feet crossed 16 :: side, R arm in front of body, bcitat JI ? 
22 skull R, incomplete JI JG (llD finds 
23 skull L, arms slightly bent, feet crossed 21 on R side, R arm bent with hand 011 ll ?(ao fill<h) 
24 skull L, L arm slightly bent neck, L arm bent with hand midwai!t. " f 
25 skull L, R forearm across waist both legs bent • ~ M 
26 skull R, R leg slightly bent 27 on L side, in semi-sitting position Lann ~ F 
28 skull, L , body bent at hips displaced, R arm bent, legs bt'n, fc.1 * M 
29 skull R, body bent at hips, L arm bent together ~ F 
30 disturbed 41 on R side, R arm bent across waist, L • In/ml (DO t 
31 most bones missing arm bent, band in pelvis, 108$ bait, J! F 
32 skull L, body bent Lat waist, R forearm crossing at shins • M 

across waist, L arm slightly bent 45 on R side, skull destroyed, bands crossed 11 F 
33 skull R, body bent at hips, arms slightly on pelvis, both legs bent 10 R Q M 

bent ~ F 
34 skull down L ~ M 
35 skull down L, R band between fcmora ◄! M 
36 skull R, R ann slightly bent POSITION NOT KNOWN ~ 1F, Ju 
37 skull Ron R shoulder, body bent at hips, Q F 

L forearm across waist, R arm slightly 5 no record 4 (uot ttcmt, 
bent, R leg slightly bent 8 few bone remains ~ ? 

39 skull L, L arm slightly bent, incomplete 10 not excavated M 
40 skull L, L arm slightly bent 18 no bones Cl F 42 R arm slightly bent, cranium displaced 38 no bones Q 
43 skull L, both arms bent and away from 48 not excavated Cl (llfinds) body 49 no record Cl 1 

tl ; 
ll ? 

'fable II. Alcon AnglNaxon cem,te,y: sex accQrding to grave finds and l,y analysis of bones. 
Cl F 

Grave Sex by grave finds 
Q 

(ll finds) 
Bone analysis: sex and age Discrepancy 0 

Clt 
? 

I M F 
2 M (no bones available) l'll 

:llQ finds) 
( no bones available) C!l 

3 ? (lJ ? 
4 M (no bones available) 

Ci◄ 
p 

5 ? (no bones available) 
Cl! ? 

6 M Young person or F 
IOU tindi) 7 M F, <24-27 X Cl! 

8 Ju M, c24-27 QJ 
loo ~ ) 

9 Newborn baby C!l 
10 

F, Ju 
Ju, 7 (~ ~ fii.ts) 

(not excavated) ~ ; 
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Table I I continued 
Gra,1e Sex by grave finds Bone analysis: sex and •!,le Discreeanc~ 
11 ?F Youth, sex uncertain, 16-18 
12 F M, ?50 or older X 
13 ? (oo finds) F, c20 

lightly bcin, ~: 
14 F F, c23 
15 ?Ju lofant, 2 
16 M M, c28 eamu .. 
17 ?Ju Ju, 6!-7 

• slighli~ lhii_ 18 ?Infant (no bones or finds) 
19 F Infant, 4 
20 ? (no finds) F, 50 or older 
21 ? F, 50 or older 
22 ?M (no finds) M, c25 
23 F F, c35 
24 ? Youth, ?M, cl5 

a1 side, L ana b: 25 ? (no finds) F, over 45 
lestroyed 26 ? M, 16-19 
,ent across body,1r 27 F, Ju Ju, cJO 

28 Ju (no finds) Infant, cl8 months 
, frontofbody, bar 29 Ju Ju, 7-8 

3-0 ? M, 25-30 
1 bent with him 31 Ju (no finds) Ju, c4 

32 ? (no finds) M, cl8 with hand mid,. 
33 F F, 50 or older 

ritting positioo, Lr 34 M M, 20 
35 F F , c30..35 bent, legs ban ~ 36 M M, c35-40 
37 F Youth, sex uncertain, d6 

bent across w,i,. 38 Infant (no bones or finds) 
in pelvis, ltgl be 39 F M, probably over SO X 

40 M M, old 
troyed, bandsa. 41 F Youth, 16-17 :s bent to R 42 M M, c30-35 

43 F F, over 45 
44 M ?M, over 45 
45 M M, adult 
46 ?F, Ju Infant, 3 
47 F F, c35 
48 (not excavated) 
49 ? (a) Ju, 6-8 

M (b) Adult, ?M 
Cl F Adult, F, or possibly youth 
C2 ? Adult, ?F 
C3 (no finds) For youth 
C4 ? M, adult in prime of life 
CS ? 
C6 ? Adu.It c::, F Possibly, but not certainly human, ?Ju, 

of bontS- ?middle-aged adult 
C8 (no finds) ?Adult 
C9 ? ?Human 

Discrepa~ CIO F Human 
Cl I (no finds) ? 
Cl2 ? Middle-aged adult 
CB F 
Cl4 ? Adult, ?M 
Ci5 (no finds) ?Ju 
Ci6 ? ? 

X Ci7 (no finds) ? 
Cl8 (no finds) ? 
Cl9 ? ? 
C20 ? Ju or senile 
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Toh!, 11 '°""'""J Bone anaty,os: sex and oge 
~~--:;Scx~b~y:..!gn~•~-c:~6nd~s:__ _ _ _ ~= -- --- -----
i;•-c ? ~Human 
C22 ? 
C23 ? 
Cl◄ ?F 

?Aduh 
? C2S (no finds) 

C26 ? 
C27 ? 

Elckrly pcnoo or ?youth 
Adult 

C28 (no finds) ? 
Adult Cl9 ? 

C.lO (no 1inch) 
01 F 

Probably elderly person or youth 
Eldcrl)· aduh, ?F 

02 ? 
Adult , ?M, ?old 

CH F 
C34 (no find,) 
OS (no flllds) 
06-42 (no finds) 
C◄3 (no finch) 
Cl4-4S ? 
C46 ? 

Age at death (Table 12) 

? 
? 
? 

?Human 

? 

Of the sc,·<01ccn ddinue nak inbumations, 6,-c arc 
identified only as aduh, two arc o,·er forty•fi_vc and 
1..-o 1hir1y 10 fony. There were, howc,·er, SIX who 
died on 1heir twenllCS, and two on thetr 'teens. Few, 
therefore, th'Cd 10 old age,. On the 01her hand, of the 
fifteen or sixteen females, lh-c were over fifty, two 
o-.r fony-6,e, and thrtt between thirty and thor1y­
li\e. Two died in their l"--Cnties, and three between 
silc1tt11 and eighteen. Of the ju,-cnilcs (Table 13), 
~ was fifteen years old, one was 1cn, four between 
su and eight, andsu "-en: four or under. Two others, 
of which no bone mnamed, were ju,·emle of un­
knov.n age bu1 an: presumed to be infants as the 
gra-,s were only 2fHin (0.71m' and 2ft 6in (0.76m) 
long. The numbers of the sexes were therefore 
roughly equal, "·ith 1he women surviving longer 
than 1he men, and !hos talhcs wuh the data generally 
l\'1.obbk from Anglo-Saxon Cfflleleries. Judging 
from the number of ju,-cn1lcs and their range of ages, 
including one new-born, the cluldn:n were usually 
buried in the same cemetery as 1he adults. In some 
ccmctcrics 1he number of children was substantially 
lower, and at Dover and Polhill in Kent then: were 
no infant gra,-.s (Evison 1987, 128). 

The bone fragments from the crcma1ions arc less 
infonnati,·e. When coiuidcrcd 1oge1her with the 
c,iJencc of the finds, of the mne ddinue adults one 
wa, dcfiru1cly male and two possibly male, one was 
female "~lh one other ll0$Sible female. 11i<:re were 
no definite iuvcn,lcs, but two were J)05sibly juvenile 
and lhn:c 1u~nolc or scn,le. The available numbers 
an: too small for any vahdity 10 be aunbutcd 10 the 
lunt of female preponderance in cn:ma1ion wilh 
rcJ.11ve sarci1y of ju,-.,mlcs. 

A n"?'bcr of mfants "-ere buried wilhou1 grave 
&OOd,, m gm·~ 8, JS, 18, 28, 31 and 38. One 

possibly fro,alc infant lhrcc years old (gm-.,~ .. 
provided only with a bone bead, ))OSSlblyafastaoaos. 
One infant aged four (grave 19) and all lbe olba 
children and adol=ts were prmidcd 111111 bead. 
knives ,re, asiheir ciders were (graves 9, II, 17, 14, 
26. 21: 29, 37 and 41 ). The orientatioos ollh<J111'CS 
were as varied as those of the adults, SIJC 1'tll-aa. 
1hr.-c or four south-north, four or five which oonstl· 
ru1e most of the gnn'C$ which -= cnmallll 
nor1hwes1~uthcas1 (26, 28, 29, 38 and '46) and 
three or four out of the total of four or 6,c oorti­
south gra\'CS (IS, 18, 27 and 31 ). h •~• tbm­
forc, 1ha1 the northwcs1-sou1hcas1 and, nonh-<oulh 
orkntat.iorts wttc part1CUbrly appropnat< .,, ea. 
drcn. 

Burial structures 

lnhumauons 
11i<:rc wa, little rcmarbbk about \be sbai,t tJ: 
inhuma1ion graves as they were fairly "!1:'w.ou 
usWllly rounded at both ends. Tbc graves ,1 

and small children were small, and thc ~r '':.
1
. 

cxceptioruil sii.c: was 1hc sword gra~;t,.la 
~ gra,-c, 26 (Fig 46), bad a s,sru 1'1115 .,. 

( 13cm) deep at the foot of the ,,.,..,_ ktr bUI 
prcsum.abl)' for some kind of ,-crtical aw ~ 
then: is no obvious reason why a )'OUng·~cJ out for 
16 and 19 years old should have been sing 

thu treatment. se<~ioll -
Most or the graves in ihc cas1em l((1JOI 

slightly dccpcr tlun those in the "'::--. 
(Table 14), which suggests that mott r 1.,..a,,s 
of the chalk had been los~ by plough~~ gr,,.s. 
10 the wni. A number of infant anJ I :,s· S 1,. • 
however, arc among 1he shallow gra• . • be1•'(<11 
and 38. Tbc depths of all the gn,-cs "'rt 
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INHUMATIONS 

Main 
Aduh 

Graw n1m1""1.==:-- - - - ---- - - - -

16-19 yean. 
20-30 years 
J0-.40ycars 
45+ )'eats 

Fmoaln 
Young or (cmale 
16-18 yean. 
Z0-30 yars 
30-3S years 
4S+ years 
so+ years 

Jllt'Dl1lt1 
4 years or under 
6-8 years 
10-IS years 

CREMATIONS 

Adult 
?Adult 
i\Wc adult 
?Male adult 
F,m:ile, old 
Femal<, adult or youth 
?Female adult 
Fema!< 
Female, ?adult 

I, 2, 4, 45, 49a 
16, 32 
6, 7, 16, 22, 30, 34 
36, 42 
40, 44 

Graw numbrn 
S? 
11, 37, 41 
13, 14 
23, 3S, 47 
2S, 43 
12, 20, 21, 33, 39 

Graw numbfft 
8, IS, 18, l9(F}, 28, 31, 38, 46(?F) 
9\F}, 17, 29, 49b 
24(?M), 27(F) 

Crtmatum n1m1bfft (all (lrt{iud C) 
6, 12, 27, 29 
8 
4 
14, 32 
31 
I 
2 
10, 13, 33 
24 

Female ?juvenile or ?middle-aged adult 
?Female or youth 

7 
3 

?Juvenile IS 
Ju,-cnile or senile 20, 26, 30 

Tablt 11 Alum Anglo-Saxon umttey: Jlnlfflrlt and adolturnt grat>tS. 

Grave Age Major gnve goods OricntatJon 
s Youns person or F - SW-NE 8 Newborn W-E 9 F, 7 Beads, knr(e, purscmount, ring W-E II r, 1&.1s Pin, knife, ring, coins W-E IS Infant, 2 N-S 17 Ju, ~7 Knife, ring W-E 18 lnfan1, no bones S-N or N-S 19 F, infan1, 4 Beads, knife S-N 24 ?M, clS Knife, buckk S-N 26 M, 16-19 Knife NW-SE 27 F, Ju, <10 Bucket, spindle whorl, pin, beads, toilet ~t, knife N-S 28 Infant, ell NW-SE 29 Ju, 7-8 Kru(e NW-SE 31 Ju, c4 N-S 32 M,d8 S-N 37 F, d6 Buuon brooches, knife, buckle, pms, bead• W-E 38 lnfan1, no bones NW-SE or Sb-NW 41 Ji, 16-17 Pin, beads, krufe, key, buckle W-E 46 ?F, infant 3 Bone bead NW-SE 49 Ju, 6-8 ? ? - - - -- --
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o-S etery· dep1/r of graves. Table 14. A/1011 Ang/ a;co11 cer,, • 

MALE GRAVES 
-

42 2 
1Sw1>rd 36 45 34 44 6 7 

---------
16 

""'' 40 
30 24 

\Xlc:1ponk'SS 26 
32 22 

Findlcss - - - -----1 -FEMALE GRAVES 

,: 37 14 3512 
Broc,cb 47 23 

33 41 ' l l No broc,cb -, 25 20 13 randlcss 

- - ----□ 

-- · -- - --JUVENILE GRAVE$ 

Furnished 17 46 27 199 
29 

Findless 31 38 8 28 18 15 

-···· ·o 

------
0 10 20 30 40 so 60 90 1111 Depth in cm 

Grav..'$ I, J, 4, 5, 39, 48 and 49 - dep1h unknown. 

2in (5cm) and I ft IOin (0.56m) with one exception, 
gn>vc 16, which 1vas 3ft 2in (0.97m) deep, and 
contained a sword aod the gold,adorned buckle. 

Cremations 
As the topsoil depth on th.is site was very shallow 
(about 6in or 15cm), very liule that protruded above 
the chalk surface had survived ploughing. The 
cremation pits were not dug very deeply, a max­
imum depth of 1ft 2in (35.5cm) being recorded, and 
in several cases the remains of a pot ba,;e was found 
lying on the chalk surface or in a very slight hollow. 
h is therefore probable that some cremations had 
been completely eradicated, leaving no trace. Where 
a P\t was sunk in the chalk the Hoor was usually Jla1 
and the walls vertical, the shape was almost always 
c_ircular, sometimes oval, once arch-shaped (crema­
tion 10),and onccsub-rectangular (cremation 31). Jn 
some of lhe crcmali~os Lhere was no Lracc of a pot, 
but cremated booe m dark, greasy earth occupied 
the centre of the pit, surrounded by light brown silt 
and chalk fragments, suggesting that the cremated 
rem~s could have been deposited in a perishable 
COD)ame_r such a_s leather or textile, or sim ply de­
posited tn the truddle of the pit. Analysis for phos­
phate, ho~cver (below 67), showed lhat the content 
was cons,ste~tly low• aod that there was no 
app":"iable difference between the central dark 
:J>OSII aod the su':"unding silt. T he pot containing 
o/ ;remated debris was. sometimes placed on top 
(belo!/ark depost1, as m the pit of cremation 7 

There was only one cremation clearly subsequent 

10 another, 24 on 23 (Fig 43), but the secoo~ 
group of earlier sherds of a carinatcd bowl in crtma, 
lion 4 also suggests one cremation disturbing another. 

Cremation 7 (Fig 49) . The topsoil in the area of this 
cremation was a rew inches deeper than usual, :1$ tht 
hedge had protected it from the plough to a ccnain 
extent, and ii contained some sherds and other 
fragments. The near-circular pit in the middle had• 
maximum diameter of 1ft Sin (43.2cm), a depth of 
9in (22.8cm), and contained cremation debris, 
black, greasy earth and burol bone, and on .'09 1 

number of sherds with iron rragments. 11 was m the 
ccmre of a rccLangu.lar structure. A narro":_, round· 
bouomed guUey 8-IOin (20.J...2S.4cm) wide! and 
varying from IOin (25.4cm) deepoo the north s,deto 
3in (7 .6cm) deep on the cast side, was p~nc1uated by 
a circular post-hole at each corner, ,~ry,ng from 9to 
14in (22.8 10 35.5cm) deep. In the middle of ~ltei: 
side was a deeper slot Ht 6in (45.7cm) long,~ wJOiJ, 
the wes1 or inner pan was smooth-based 3 ~d,ts 
(25 4cm) deep and the e-Jstcrn half was a few • • ' • • • •as thert­sb allower and roughly cut. The crem2uon" ti,I 
fore covered by a structure held by four •~~anl 
posts and the slot presumably held 3 veruca P 
1ft 6in (45.7cm) by 4in (10cm) thick in hth~= 
pan. There is no evidence 10 suggest I e 
used for the intervening walls. . e s isli~ 

T he bone fragments are judged tn th JlC" ,uinl)' 
report (below 6S) 10 be possibly, but notf ';..,. ;0 
human. There were calcined [ragmen_is ~ ll ,t>d 
the centre pit, one being from a thm . in tht 
nearby small fragments of calcined long t,one. 



16 

,e secondary 
,wl in crema­
>ing anotha. 

,e area or this 
usual, as th< 
I tO a cenaiJt 
.s and other 
middle bad a 
), a depth _cl 
,tion debns, 
md on top• 
It was in dit 

rrow, roUJ>d-
1) wide, aod 
: northsidero 
,unctuated by 
,ing from 9 to 
die of the eo5I 
ong, of wbit_l> 
sed and clOia 
safewinch!S 
ion was thcl; 
,ur substantial 
vertical plank 
in thcd~ 
t the mat 

the~ 
t not cer"""'; 
ots of t,on< ,,,i 
1in sktlll, tJ< 
,g t,one. In 

BURIAL STRUCTURES 
35 

southwcst post-bole was a decayed , unburnt length 
of Jong bone shaft; indeterminate, but if human 
possibly an infant radius , humerus or femur. There 
were rwo unburnt fragments of long bone in the 
topsoil over the cremation, of wruch one was un­
doubtcodly animal, but the other could have been a 
human juvenile fibula. Other fragments of a human 
skull over the centre pit, examined later (below 65), 
w,re d=ribed as 'middle-aged adult?'. The unburnt 
bone fragments could have been the scalier from a 
nearby, destcoyed inhumation, but in the same way 
that cremated objects, such as a glass vessel, can end 
up moody melted but with some splintered frag­
ments untouched by fire, some bone fragments 
might have escaped unburnt in the collapsing and 
tumbling action of the conflagration. If that was the 
case here, the thin skull in the centre pit, the 
possibly infant radius, humerus or femur in the 
southwest post-hole, and the possibly juvenile fibula 
might indicate a juvenile cremation. Other bones 
could belong to an adult. ll may be noted that an 
unburnt fragment of long bone was found amongst 
the burnt fragmenrs ofloog bone in cremation 8, and 
as all were confined in a pit lfr 4in (40.6cm) in 
diameter and 7in (I 7.8cm) deep, there is linfe likeli­
hood of intrusion as suggested in the specialis1 
repon, and the unbumt part had also in this case 
probably escaped the burning. 

Regarding the finds, no date can be assigned to the 
pot, which has no surviving form or decoration. The 
sherds inside r.he pit and on the chalk surface beside" 
ir are of fabric 3, aod other sherds of fabric 3 in the 
nonh gulley, 1hc west gulley, the south gulley and 
the southwesr post-hole (Figs 40, C7.la, i- iii, and 
49) cou.ld be scattered fragments of the same pot. 
Cremation 5 was very close to the west gulley of 
cremation 7 and their relationsrup is not cenain, bur 
it seems likely that cremation 5 was disturbed by 
cremation 7. The sherds of the po! in cremation 5 are 
of fabric l, and ooe sherd of the same fabric in the 
north gulley may belong to the same pot. Apart from 
abraded Roman sherds, the only other sherds are in 
fabric 2 (Fig 40, C7.lb), in the south gulley and the 
southeas1 post-hole, and it may be that they are 
plough scaner from cremations 22 , 23 or 24, or other 
destroyed cremations in the vicinity. 

An iron nail, C7.4 {Fig 40), was in the centre pi1. 
The _other objects immediately above the cremation 
Pll m the centre were an iron sheet fragment, 
~sibly part of a bucket binding, C7 .3, and an iron 
?pm on a ring, C7 .2 (Fig 40). In the south west 
Ptlst-holc, abou1 3in (7.6cm) deep, were a bronze 
?Uckfc,_ C7 .6 (Fig 40) and a large lump of melted 
aron wath bronze inclusions, C7.5. ln the oorth 
gulley was a complete melon Ix-ad and a fragment of 
amber bead, C7.7, 5in (12.7cm) deep, and a Oat 
bronre fragment, C7 .8, 2in (5cm) deep (Fig 40). In 

(F 
th~ sourh gulley was the octagonal bronze plate, C7. 9 

1 
•g 40). In the soi.I immediately above the chalk 

_evcl were a melted lump of glass beads, C7. J0, an 
aron strip, C7 .11 , a Oat bronze perforated fragment, S7-12 (?coin) and two fragments of chip-carved 
•tlver of which the decoration of C7. 13a denotes the 

fifth century (Fig 40). A bronze fragment was just 
outside the Southwest pan of the square (C7.14, Fig 
40). A bronze tweezer fragment was 3in (7.6cm) 
above tbe west gulley (C7 .15, Fig 40). As some of the 
sherds in this area Wt(e not part of the cremation pot 
'.'1ld ,:nay have come from elsewhere, it must be kept 
m nund that the finds in the topsoil above the chalk 
level could likewise have been moved here. 

The only non-Anglo-Saxon object is the octagonal 
bronze plate bearing the number XVI, a Roman 
theatre ticket. The animal ornament on the buckle 
and crup-carved silver fragment, C7. 13a, give a fifth 
to early sixth-century date, and the bead types were 
common at this time and confirm the female sex of 
lhe dead person. The slight bone evidence suggests a 
juvenile and/or a possible adult, and it is a matter for 
conjecture whether the burial was of a female infant 
or whether it was a mother and infant burial. 

Cremations 33 a11d 45. AU the sherds were at or 
near the northwest corner of the rectangle where the 
hollow for cremation 33 (7in or 17.8cm deep) was cut 
through by the west side of the rectangular gulley 
(Sin or 20.3cm deep; Fig 50). Alf, except one, 
belonged ro rhe same pot, so that the sherds, char­
coal, burnt bone and two iron fragments beloiig to 
cremation 33. 

The rectangle had not, like cremation 7, had the 
advantage of the protection of the hedge from the 
effects of plougrung, and more of the chalk surface 
had been skimmed off so that the gulley was very 
shallow on the south side. There was no sign of a 
central pit, and if there had ever been one, it is 
possible that ir had been razed, along with the pot 
and the cremated remains. The construction of the 
rectangle was not, however, identical to that of 
cremation 7 as there were no corner post-holes, nor a 
slot in one of the gullies. Instead there were four 
stake-holes randomly placed within it, wruch may 
mean that the cremation was placed on a raised 
internal structure. As the chalk surface sloped to the 
south and west, it is possible that there might have 
been other stake-holes there wruch did not reach the 
present chalk surface, or which have been erased by 
ploughing. 

The south and east gullies were devo.id of sherds, 
bones and charcoal. The rim sherd (Fig 42, C33. I) 
and one dark blue disc bead, in the north gulley and 
southwest comer respectively, are probably scatter 
Crom cremation 33. There is therefore nothing, 
sherds or objects, associated with the rectangle called 
cremation 45, wruch can indiearc its purpose. 

Rectangular structures 

A similar rectangular s tructure to cremations 7 and 
45 occurred in the cremation-inhumation cemetery 
at Spong Hill (Rills et al 1984, 12, Figs~• 3, pla,:i of 
cemetery in folder at ba_ck), w~ere at was 1ust 
outside adjacent 10 and ahgned with a Saxon ditch 
which, ;.iigned with a fate ~oman ~tcb, enclosed the 
ring-ditch burials. II cut ,nhumatton 38 (fare fifth 
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I early sixth century) and was cut by several 
ceotul'J: os so that its life must have been shon, but 
crcmauon , b tery It . . h •00 spanned by t e ccme • w11h1n t e pcra • • h'ch dcd nothing bu1 iwo small pus w , pro• 
~~c':J~nly prehistoric Hint flakes. There aro there­
' re"mblances 10 the Ahon rectangles, but ~reoo• - • • 'd the s.ize, between 6 and 7 metres long, is cons1 er-
ably larger. L th 

Two rectangular strucrures. were found by e • 
bridge (l95J , 8) in the cremation c_eme1ery at Lack• 
ford. Linlc is said about these, so lus exact words are 
rep0ned here: . 

'In the cemete.ry itself, we excavated the rem:uns 
of 1wo small rectangular Roman~British _buildings: 
which are thought to have been railed butaal vaults. 
They were both about 7ft 6in by 8ft 3in (or 2.29m by 
2.5 Im), a similar si,.c to those at A!ton, and o~e was 
inside a four-sided ditch. There as no menuon of 
maoonry and it is impossible to know what is meant 
by the ;,,ms used 10 describe t~e~ , ' ruins' ~nd 
'Roman foundation', which could ond,catc anything 
from worked stones 10 discoloured earth, but it may 
be that they were rectangular gullies like those at 
Allon (Leahbridge 1951, plans I and IV). 

At Morningthorpe (Norfolk), in an inhumation 
and cremation cemetery (unpublished), there was a 
cremation surrounded by a square ditch (Miss B 
Green, pers comm). At Compton, Apple Down, 
West Sussex (Fig 10, sitc 35), an un-urncd cremation 
was situated at the centre of a ploughed-down bar­
row with ring ditch, with two subsequent cremations 
and two inhumations over the ditch. Alahough circu­
lar the ditch is comparable in size to the rectangular 
structures at Alton (Youngs et o/ 1984, 242, Fig 8). A 
number of four-post structures are also reported at 
Compton, Apple Down and it may be that these arc 
even more similar to the Alton rectangles (Youngs et 
al 19&5, 202). 

In Holland, cremations in an early Roman cemet• 
ery at Gaalsc Heide, Schayk, North Brabant were 
surrou.nded by circular and square ditches aa'd also 
by post-holes set in a square (Modderman and !sings 
196()..J! Afb 3 and 5). In the cemetery at Wiistcr, the 
cre~auon p~rt of the cemetery was separated from 
the inhumauons save for one or two isolated graves 
but amongst the cremation pits t.herc were twenty~ 
two square or rectangular post-hole structures (van 
Es 1967, plan Xl). The dimensions were fairly near 
those at Alton, varying from 0.90m by 1.20m to 
I.IOm . by ~.OOm and 1.30m by 1.40m. Like the 
crcmauons m the same area, they date from the late 
Rozan penod, mostly founh to early fifth ccnmry. 
of I Wag_cmngen, amongs1 a variety of other forms 

cre~atton, t.here was one small rectangular pit 
c~niaa_aon 142, surrounded by a square ditch with 
~~e es ,_ust over 2m long. It was in an area of 
sai:I'i"uons ,n sc~enth century pots, and ahc ditch is 
Es I o have cut mhumauon graves 137 and 143 (van 

. 964, _2~5). On the plans (pls LUl and LIV) 
~fd"°;';.c? It is sh~wn cutt(ng ?136 and 137 only. If i; 

with tria::~~~!~~~:1~~':.!r~;•. IJ3, the buckles 
cremation 142 later than late-six':t. ,o'~.'v~n,ct·ha date for 

"'".... . century. 

Most information on lhese structure,; 
a recent excavation, where the combin:}'tlcs froai 
area unusually well preserved and careful•"'• or_., 
methods produced a great deal of user, 1xcavaiia. 
Liebenau !n north_ Germany (Cosack 1~~ta. A1 
were both inhumauon and cremation burial ' thtr, 
as extensive traces of the funeral pyres s,as,'dl 
with individual cremations. In some of t~!llletted 
were four post•holes, arranged in a square 

0
,'""' 

tangle, and the fact that the posts them••! ttt-
b h . ~ •cs.-.., burnt, ut t e surround mg fill of the llOSt•holes w., 

pure sand, shows that the posts were erected b.r. 
the burning took place and that they were burn°" 
situ. It therefore seems that their func,;on mUSt bt 11 

been to support the pyre. Similar traces were ro: 
in the cemetery not far away at Mahndorf (Grohn, 
1953). 

As there was a four-post structure in the squ,,r 
gulley of cremation 7 at Alton, it must be ronsi~ 
whether this explanation of function can be aOO:pted 
here. The site had been disturbed and scraped br 
ploughing more or less to the rock chalk level ooly 
an occasion_al inch or two surviving above that 

0

JC\-d. 
Nowh~re did the ch~lk or any of the remaining laytt 
above It show any sign of extensive burning. Burnt 
material was confined solely to urns or crcmatioo 
pits. h was the same in the area above and around 
the square cremation 7, although here an additioml 
inch or two survived above, as protection fror11 
ploughing bad been afforded by ahe hedge which ran 
over the top. Neiaher were there tracesofburningiD 
the post-holes and slots which were filled withbron 
earth mixed with small chalk lumps, yet rontaini"8 
sherds from the cremation pot and rcmaillj 9( cit­

mated objects. The str11cture, aherefore, was crcc,ed 
for some other purpose, possibly as a tomb to 
contain the remains from the funeral pyre which had 
been burned elsewhere. The rec1angle,cremation4S, 
was also devoid of traces of burning. There wcn: no 
post-holes in the corner of the rectangular suuC!Ult, 
but !here were four stake-holes remaining wi1hin tht 
rectangle. 

Square structures in cremalion cemetcril'S a:t 
therefore known in the late Roman and early Anglo­
Saxon period both in this country and in Hollaoo 
and Germany, and also as late as the sc1•enth oc~turY 
i.n Holland. Without the combination of cxcepuooal· 
ly good preservation and careful excavation, "'· at 
Liebenau, their function cannot be deduced .,,,b 
certainty. 

Limits of the cemetery 

There is no doubt that inhumations and creou:~ 
spread across the unexcavatcd garden an the tn :t 
of the site. The blank areas west and south of~ 
33 suggest that the southern limit may ha; rt,S 
reached in that area ln the southeas1, bla ~- •1 
near graves 20 and 21 suggest that the ~u,heas~ 
nad been reached there, and further evaden« ,~ 
be drawn from the fact ahat a line drawn fro:~ SO 
20 10 21 also skirts cremations 30, 10 an 
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iving a straight edge 10 the cemetery boundary (Fig 
~5). There were also areas devoid of burials by the 
1wo houses west of grave I and northcas1 of grave 13, 
50 that these also were probable lintits. The occurr­
ence of grave 5 at th~ front of?"• of the houses, 
however and unassoc,ated finds m the front garden 
of the h~usc 10 the east indicate a probable spread 
northwards. 

The possibility suggests itself that the Line of the 
hedge, which appears on the six-inch Ordnance 
Survey map drawn between 1858 and 1873, may 
have some relevance. It happens that i1 passes 
through the middle of the square of cremation 7, 
parallel to two sjdes, and through crematjon 14. Two 
of the three neares1 wes1-eas1 graves, II and 17, 
were a1 right angles 10 it, and two of 1he nearest 
cremalioos, 28 and 39, were cquidjsrnnt from it. 

ll may be noted that there were no cremations in 
the nor1hwes1 area, the mos1 northerly cremation in 
the western sector being the disturbed bone and po1 
fragmeots called cremation 43, found in inhumation 
4-0. II has been noted that, as graves in the wes1 
tended to be shallower (above 32), possibly more of 
1he chalk surface had been lost 1here by ploughing. 
If so, this ntight have disposed of some cremations, 
bu1 ii is likely tha1 there were no cremations in the 
nonhwcs1 area because very few sherds were found 
in grave fills there (Fig 55), amounting only 10 a 
single sherd each of fabric 3 in graves 41, 38, 26 and 
27. A line drawn from grave 40 to cremation 9 in the 
eas1 is a1 an angle of about 81° from True North (Fig 
55), an angle <X>mparable 10 that of 76.5° specified at 
Orpington by three post-holes which gave a Line 
dividing the cremation and non-cremation area, 
although in that ceme1ery the inhumations plus 
cremations were north of that line, and inhumations 
only south of it. Possible cemetery dividing lines at a 
similar angle have been noted also a1 Dover, Bergh 
Apton and possibly Holborougb, Kent (Evison 
1987, 152-168). Whether these are coincidences or 
of some significance may be elucidated by the pub­
lication of further well-recorded cemeteries. 

Cemetery-plan grouping 

Well-furnished women's graves show some sign of 
clus1crm3, as 41, 37, 47, 35 and 39 were near 
together. There were two brooch inhumations only 
m the southeast area, 12 and 14. Cremations were 
:onfi~ed 10 the southeas1 area, one cremation being 
tdentJfied as ma.le and two possibly male. There were 
no male inhumations sourheas1 of graves 2-16. Four 
other brooch graves were found in the we-stern 
sector, three of them near 10 each other, 35, 37 and 
47. The two butt()n brooch graves (35 and 37) were 
in close proximity 10 each other, but the saucer 
brooch graves were widely separated. 

Judging from the posi1ioning of graves there were 
no dis1inc1ive couplings of male and female graves, 
bur if t-onnccted, the pairs 43-45 and 41-42 wou.ld 
be chronologically compatible. None of the sword 
graves were accompanied by the grave of a rich, 
brooch-wearing woman who might be regarded as 
the spouse. This is no doubt partially due 10 the 
small size of the area excavated. Grave 16, however, 
with its sword and gold buckle, was surrounded by 
cremations, any of which might represent the 
appropriate wife. 

Children's inbumations were distribu1ed between 
the male and female graves, except in lhe southwest 
area where there were no children's graves, and there 
are three pairs of child graves side by side: 28-29, 
38--46 and 8-9. 

So few cremations can be sexed or dated that no 
meaningful grouping can be distinguished. There is, 
however, some discernible connection between 
cremation and inbumation. Whelher or not the 
rectangle C45 was a cremation, it was clearly related 
to graves 23 and 24 which were close 10, and aligned 
with, it. The cremation 2 appears 10 have been 
carefully placed in relation 10 graves 8 and 9 as, in a 
similar pattern, were cremations JO and I I in rela­
tion to grave 14. This could be illusory, however, if 
the cremations were unmarked and the juxtaposition 
accidental. Alignment of three or more cremations 
was probably also accidental as seen in Lhe groups 
1-2- 36, I 1- 12-13, 3-6-14, S--7- 22-24-23 and 38-
18-34-29-41. 

Graves classed according to grave goods 
(Table 15) There was a certain amount of grouping of male 

graves with weapons, for of the four sword graves, 
three were fairly close together, I , 2 and 16, and 
three spear graves were also nearby, graves 4, 6 and 
7. Of these, the two graves 2 (southwes1-nor1hc·as1) 
and 6 (wesr-eas1) were early and the south-north 
graves I, 4, 7 and 16 were north of these rwo graves 
and belong 10 a later date, early seventh century. 
The males in graves 34 and 36 are said Lo be possibly 
related 10 each other because of dental similarities, 
and relationship for the same reason is possible 
between the woman in grave 14 and the male adulL io 
&rave 49 (below 63). In the western sector, a sword 
grave, 42, had two spear graves immediately beside i1, 
40 and 44. The other three spear graves, 34, 36 and 45, 
were close together in the northwc-st corner and thc.~e 
sravcs were orientated roughly sou1hwes1-nortbeast. 

Amongst male graves, a sword occurred in four - I, 
2, 16 and 42 - and a large knife or seax was found in 
grave 4. Eight graves had no sword or seax bur were 
furnished with a spear (6, 7, 34, 36, 40, 44, 45 and 
49), two males had no weapons (26 and 30), a.od 
there were no possessions in one grave, 32 (Table 
15). Amongst the women, seven possessed brooches 
(12, 14, 23, 35, 37, 43 and 47), five others were 
buried with some grave goods (II, 21, 33, 39 and 
41), and three had none ( 13, 20 and 25). A possible 
pa11ern is suggested by the fact that, of the seven 
brooch-wearing women, five wc:-c aged between 
twenty-three and O\'er forry-fi"e, with one about 
sixteen and one over fif1y. Of the five women w11h 
possessions bm no brooches, three were over fifty 
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The .,.,tern might therefore and cwo were teenagers. . .-
be connected with married status. . d b If 

hild who were between six an a a 
All the c ren "ded . "th possessions ,, s old were prov1 w1 !nd mteen year(9 17 19 24 27 and 29), bu1 six 

m the grave , , , ' r. 

bild en from a new-born to a ,our-year• 
YO®~C r' ~ Q -

b .ed w·ithoul • ..,.ve g s. nc exec., 
old were un .,.- 46) had 
. ~ an infant three years old (grave ' . one 
;:0; bead at ,he neck, bui this might be regarded as 
a practical ga.rment fastener' o~ a g~ luck charm, 
rather than a personal possession. 

The children's graves were close by otb~r graves, 
with which they were preswnably associated, for 
example, 46 and 38 by the female gr~ve 37. The 
grave of an eighteen-year-old youth w1thou1 grave 
goods (32) may have been related to the nearby male 
in grave 22 (only partially excavated), who presum­
ably suffered death following sword cuts on bis 
skull. As far as can be judged from the pan o_f the 
cemetery plan recovered, the three unfurnished 
female graves 13, 20 and 25 were located on the outer 
limits of the burial area. This arrangement suggests a 
possible slave status for these women. Grave 25 
belonged to a crippled old lady (above 29 and 60 
below). 

Orientation (Tables 16 and 17 F· 
9 , ,g ) 

The plan (Fig 57) shows that the inburnat' 
were orientated in a number of different :• 8'""' 
A total offouneen (graves 3, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11~ t 
22, 25, 30, 35, 37 and 4 1) was orientated! 7, 
west-east direction (Fig 57) , between c72• and i'" • 
Possibly to be included witb the west-east ' 08'. 
but in a slightly more northwest-southeast disra,'!', 
(113°-120.5°),_ were ~ve or six graves (13, 26,'~ 
and 46) , the S!Xtb being uncenain as grave 38 ' 19 

small, infant-size grave without bone remains\\'ls' 
that it is not known at which end the head ' !O 
placed, but on the analogy of nearby child ~ 
graves 28, 29 and 46 a similar northwesi--sou~ 
direction is most likely. 

A comparable number of graves 10 tho5t I • 
west-east were positioned io a soulh-nonh df::': 
tion, for fourteen or fifteen graves were between l4r 
and 30", the uncertainty of the fifteenth grave (18) 
beiog due to the fact that it was a small grave witbout 
bones. It should be noted that there was a consider. 
able difference between the angles of the south­
north graves in the western sector, which wen 
between 10" and 30", and those in the eastern sector 

' 
'fable /5. Alum Anglo-Saxon cemetery: graves classed by grave goods. 

MALE 
Sword Spear only Weapooless Findless 

I (adult) 6 (c24-27) 26 (16-19) 32 (c18) 
2 (adult) 7 (c24-27) 30 (25-30) 
~ax 4 (adult) 34 (20) 
16 (c28) 36 (c3S-40) 
42 (c.30-35) 40 (old) 

44 (45+ ) 
45 (adult) 
49 (adult) 

FEMALE 
Brooch No brooch, furnished Findless 

12 (50+) 11 ( 16-18) 13 (cZO) 
14 (c23) 21 (50+) 20 (50+) 
23 (c35) 33 (50+) 25 (45+) 
35 (d0-35) 39 (50+) 
37 (cl6) 41 ( 16-17) 
43 (45+) 
47 (d5) 

JUVENILE (up to 15) 

Furnished Findless 

9 (F, 7) 8 ( neonate) 
17 (6!-7) IS (2) 
19 (F,4) 18 (?infant) 
24 (?M, cJS) 28 (cl8 months) 
27 (F , cJO) 32 (c4) 
W (7-8) 38 (?infant) 
46 (?F, 3) 

Ages (in biackcts) are in years unless otherwise indjcatcd. 

i.J...--r-
1 
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Fig 9. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: grave orientation. 

which were mainly between 347• and 9.5°. There 
was a group of five to seven deviants (five in the 
western sector), buried in a more southwest­
nonheast direction, between c41° and 63.5° (42, 44, 
45, 47 and 48). The uncertainty about two in the 
~stern scc1or is due 10 the fac1 that they were 
dJScovered before the excavation, and their direction 
,s approxima1e. These southwes1- nonheas1 graves 
could be related to either the south-north or the 
west-cast group. 

Comple1dy a1 variance with the majority of 
graves, which were confined within the degrees of 
347°-120.5°, 1here were some in diametrically 
~pposed directions. In four (or five) graves the bead 
ad been placed at the north end of a north-"South 

&rave, 173.5°-197° (graves 15, 20, 27, 31 and poss-

ibly I 8), and 1here were also two or three east- west 
graves between 255° and 294.5° (graves 14, 43 and 
possibly 38). 

The only ancient feature.~ on the site which may 
have had an effect on orientation were the square and 
rectangular structures of cremations 7 and 45. There 
were no graves near 10, or obviously aligned with, 
the cremation 7 square, but 1wo west-cast graves not 
far away lay at the same angle (graves 11 and 17). 
These were further aw·ay, however, than the two 
graves 12 and 14 at different angles, and also further 
away than the clus1er of cremations (3, 4, 5, 6, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23 and 24). With regard 10 
the rectangle of cremation 45, however, 1here were 
two sou1h-nonh graves, 23 and 24, beside it on the 
same alignmen1. A little further away were graves 32 
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T, bk 16 /\I""' /\ngtNawn ,rm,u,y: l't1t't onm1'1· anJ 33 1n the .. me: d1r=ion, and ~ 
~ ~ Trw Ni,nJ,, ,n onttttotttm orJcr. wa\ at ngh1 angles. The difference of oricn~ ll 

soutlrnorth gra,cs in the, "Ntt:rn and...:,. tl 
of the, cemetery provides the po,mb,lity lh i.-

Orientation Gra,c 
m1gh1 have been orientated 10 some fcatur, •~ ;:_ 

Oneniauon group drro yanh or.., to the nonh. The •anous J 
m degree> appear to be well intermingled and 10 ~ ----- dcl1ni1e scgrcg;i1ion, althou&h thcrt ..._ 

1 
°;; 1 --

347 21 prtponderancc of 10Uth-nortb •nd sooth l 
348.S 19 nort hea;,1 dircc11ons a, op()(Xed 10 wc.t-asc : : l 3SS 7, 16 uon;, 111 th<, ,.cs,crn ;.caor 

' C S 4 The fourteen wes1~ast grave,; divide imo lhttt 1 
' 9.S I male (6, 22 and 30), Kvcn ftmalc (9, 11 , 12, is. JS I 10 40 37 and 41 ), two 1u,·en1lc and two unknown. Of 1~ 

' sou1h-oonh 12 23 three males, grave 6 had a spear and knife,gn-, 30
1 10 ?16 18 luufe, buckle anJ r ragme111s, and gmc 22 ,... JI 19 24 pamally excavated. Amongst the seven females 11~ 12 22.S 36 had a pair of bunon brooches and oot I S.:. ll 2S 32 saucer brooc~, ~o had • pin and _other obict1>, ll r 21 39 one of them including be-ads. or the Juveniles lhcrt IS 27 S 33 were oo finds 111 grave 8, _but• kruft and,,.. iagn,, ~ 30 34 17. Amongst the poS$1bly associated sou1hwos1 11 

northcast group, there were more -.capons, 11 '- I c 41 s conuuncd spc,iri, two or them also with a S"1lrd 2 ., 
47 44 42, 44 and 4S). One female (47) had a pair of sauc,; lO 47.S 4S brooches and beads. !1 sou1hwcs1-nonhcas1 61 47 The nine south-north male graves •er< b<11tr ll r 62 2 equipped with weapons: 7, 34 and 40 bad a spear. !l 63 42 lr.n1fe and buckle; gnve 36 a spear and knife oolJ, ?• c 63.S 48 grave 16 was a well-furnished gra.c with s•·ord, !S spear and bcss; gra,'C 4 had 1 ?seas, ,pcan 111d 1 C 72 22 grave I a sword, speari and boss; grave 24 (?nu~/ 11 78.S 12 aged about liftttn) had a buckle and knife; aod JII" ?I 82 41 32, no finds. Of the females, gra,·e 23 had• JllllGI l9 84.S 6 saucer brooches and beads; graves 19, 33 and 39 bad l8 8S.S 9 beads; and gra,'C 21, containing an old•-• 111d a JI 86.S 30 knife only. 11 W'CSl-<;aSt 88 8 In addition to the fac1 that tbcre is no ob•ioul n 94.S 17 grouptng or the sou1h-nonh or "''CR-taSI ~ l-1 r 9S.S 10 there is no immediately obvious diffcrcnct in tht 

Jl 9S.S 11 con1cn1s of the d11Tercn1ly oricn1attd grl\U, bul dlil 
l6 91 37 question is discussed further below. The othtt odd 17 106.S 35 orknu11ions arc, howc,er, accompanied b)' otb<r 
li 107.S 25 disunc1ive features. The only two ddirutdy ,__ 
l9 C 108 3 west graves were female: grave 14 was 11gcd abou; ., 

1wcn1y-thrc,,· and grave 43 O\'tr fony-6\'t. Gntt I 
113 13, 46 was the only' female w11h a pair of quoit b~ 
113.S 26 and they were not accompanied by beads as •~rt nonh,.cs1-oou1hcas1 ?114.S 38 the other brooch~ 10 the cemetery. Gra•'C43...S~ 
116 29 only woman with a pair of small Ions brooc~ 
120.S 28 these 1wo womc:n were both "'Caring 11)1" ol b< 

other lhan the saucer type native I(! the am, 11 ~ 
173.S 31 that the reversed di=taon of burial ~_,•.., ,t 

nortb-sou1h 182 15 custom regarding people foreign 10 tbc . con 
190.S 21 The north-south graves were equally d15un 

?196 18 and belonged maanl> 10 children. In gtl\'C IS ns• 
11ti...i.. 197 20 infant aged two, in grnve 31 o child aboul four>:; 

old both w11hou1 sra,·e fumi1ure. Gra,·c 18 •·as di< -.,._. 
• .ncd,.,"'"' :-,"'di. 2f1 4m long, bu1 no bones rema• . hcd 1,u1 

cast-\licst 2S5 43 oricn1a1ion could not be ddini1cly e!labhs ~ " ltati, 294 14 IUdgJng from graves IS and 31, ii 5(C<IIS z• ,,.,. 
~-?294.5 38 that 18 also was ahgncd north-4<>ulh. G::: .-~ ,.,11 ..:~ oor1h-sou1h gr.,,·e of a girl aboul ten, 



:~y gl'll1·, 1J 
rien1ati0n Qf 
:astern l'a.1i 
1Y that lbty 
,1ure a hn 
IS direq;o I). 
:o show! 
·as a ~ 
SOu(h~ 

-east <futt, 

into t!uit 
12, 25, JS, 
1vn, or tit 
,grave 30, 
,e 22 was 
males, 11~ 

a pair It 
~r objc.,ti, 
niles then 
ig in gra., 
0Uth• 'tll­
,s, as foll! 
sword (2, 
' of Slllletr 

,re be11e1 
I a spw, 
oife ooly; 
h s.'Ol'd, 
and bos1; 
i (?mJ 
tndg111t 
a JJQir of 
,d 39 b3d 
an, bad a 

obvious 
: gram. 
e in lht 
, but this 
ther odd 
>Y othtt 
:ly east-
,d aboul 
)rave H 
roochts. 
were all 
was tbt 
:hes. As 
f brood! 
t maybe 
I a local 
urb<)ocl. 
:tinctivt 
: wassD 
Jr yean 
,as oo!Y 
hat tb< 
ed but, 
robabl< 
:7 w,aSI 
,asl<Cll 

GRAVE ORIENTATION, CHRONOLOGY 
41 

Table J 7. A/1011 A,,glo-Saxo11 cemetery: grave imenta­
tions from Tn,e North, in grave order. 

Grave 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 

Orientation 

c9.5° 
c62° 
d08° 
c5° 
041° 
84.5° 
355° 
ggo 
85 .5° 
c95.5° 
95.5° 
78.5° 
113° 
294° 
182° 
355° 
94.5° 
16° or 196° 
348.5° 
197° 
347" 
c72° 
l2° 
19" 
101.5° 
113.5° 
190.5° 
120.5° 
I 16° 
86.5° 
173.5° 
25° 
27.5° 
300 
106.5° 
22.5° 
97• 
114.5° or 294.5° 
c27" 
10° 
82° 
63° 
255° 
47" 
47.5° 
I 13° 
61° 
c63.5° 

furnished with beads, buckle, bucket, ttc. The on.e 
adult buried in a north-south direction was in grave 
20, a woman of fifty or over, who was buried without 
J:rave goods at the edge of the cemetery, apparently 
tn an. unmarked grave, as a crcmati.on was later 
dCJ>ostt.ed on top of it. 

The graves in a northwest-southeast direction had 
much in common, as three were together in the west: 

26, 28 and 29, with 38 and 46 together not far away. 
Grave 13 was in the eastern part. The occupants of 
graves 28, 38 and 46 were infanls, grave 29 a child of 
seven 10 eight, in 26 an adole,;cent sixteen to nine• 
teen, and in 13 a female of about 20. The only 
accompanying obiecls were a knife in 26 and 29 and 
one bone bead in 46. ' 

The preponderant directions, therefore, for these 
Anglo-Saxon men and women were west-east and 
soulh-north. It appears that the other directions, 
east-west, north-south and northwest-southeast 
were accorded to people who had nol anained a 
fully-fledged male or female slams in the commun­
ity, that is, infants, children and adolescents, non­
locaJ women and women without possessions 
(?slaves). 

No such distinction can be traced in the 
southwest-northeast graves, however. The direction 
southwest-northeast lies between the two main 
directions, south- north and west-east, the burials so 
aligned were all of adults, and the grave contents 
do not appear to be different from the concenLS of 
the graves in the main directions. It may be that 
they should not be regarded as a separate orienta• 
tion, but simply as an extension of one of those 
direct.ions. 

Chronology (Tables 18 and 19) 

As only two separate sections of this cemetery have 
been excavated, the evidence for chronology is 
necessarily scrappy. Nevertheless, even within these 
limited areas, the stratification gives valuable indiea­
tions of relative dates as may be seen from the 
following; 

Grave 4, south-north, wa.s later than grave 3, 
west-east 
Grave 16, south- north, was later than cremation 
46 
Grave 19, south- north, was late.r than cremation 
27 
Grave 23, south-north, was later than cremation 
32 
Grave 40, south- north, was later than cremation 
43 
Cremation 38 was later than grave 15, north-south 
Cremation 31 was later than grave 20, north-south 
Cremation 44 was later than grave 2, southwest­
northeast 
Cremation 24 was later than cremation 23 
Cremation 45 was later than cremation 33. 

There were also some graves with more than one 
Anglo-Saxon sherd in the fill, indicating a possible 
disturbed cremation: graves 6 wc'St-east, 14 east­
west and 18 north-south . Only one grave cut another 
grnvc: grave 4 (south- north) cut gr~ve 3 (west-east) . 
Four graves defionely cut a cremauoo, and each was 
a south-north grave: 16, 19, 23 and 40. T h.roe 
cremations cut a grave: grave 15 (infant, two years, 
without grave goods, north-south), grave Z0 
(female, fifty or older, without grave goods, north-
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2 (male with sword e,c, sou1hwest­
southh), gr)a~wo crem;t.ions cut a cremation: crem.a• 
nort cast • . • 23 and the 
,ion 24 (female) ovcrlrud cremaoon , . 

3 ctan Jar gulley of cremauon 45 cul cremauon 3 
(femal: The exact relatio?ship of the sq~are g~~{! 
of cremation 7 and cren!at~on 5 was not discern1 c, 
and it is no doubt comc1dcntal that both of '!'• 
square cremation gulleys appeared to cut an carhe~ 
cremation near lhc nonhwest corner. The occurr 
encc of earlier sherds in cremation 4 sugi;ests. a 
possible diSlurbcd cremation. Where one burial d1s-
1urbcd another it is generally lO be presumed mat the 
first burial was unmarked, or 1ha1 th~ markmg had 
been lost because the intervemng period was a lol)g 
one. uJ 

When summed up, this presents a reg ar palter~: 
as a south-norlh grave cuts a west-east grave, n 
suggests thaa the first oricmat!on us,.>d in the cemet­
ery was west-cast. ln fact, neither grave nor crc~a• 
1ion was clearly cut by a west-east grave, w"!ch 
suggests it may have been the earliest form of bunal. 
h must be noted, however, that the odd sherd 
groups in graves 6 (west-east), 14 (east-west) and 18 
(north-south or south-north), and single sherds in 
others, could be indications of disturbed cremations, 
akhough they have not been allocated numbers in 
the cremation series. Four south-north graves cut­
ting cremations show that the south-north orienta­
tion was later than at least some of the crematiMs. In 
fact, the only graves which cut another burial were in 
a sou1h...-.orth orientation. In the case of the three 
cremations which were subsequent 10 a grave, two of 
the graves, 15 and 20, were in the unusual oorth­
south direction, one an infant and one an old 
woman, both without grave finds, and the third, 
grave 2 was in a sou1hwes1- northeas1 direction. No 
cremation or grave, therefore, was stratigraphicaUy 
subsequent to a south-nonh grave. One, and poss­
ibly both, of the square-gullied cremations were later 
than simple pot cremations. There were some crema­
tions which prooobly had disturbed another crema­
tion as they included sherds of a different fabric 
(cremation 4 and cremation 11), ifit was not a maner 
of ~ollcction of material from a re-used pyre site 
~bich still retained fragments of an earlier crema­
tion. The sequence was, therefore, west-cast graves 
and north-south graves., pot cremations, square·­
g~llied cremations, south-north graves, no doubt 
wnh overlaps. 

\~ithin the Limitations of the excavated area it is 
possible to esun1a1e the sequence of burials and 
peri~ of use. There were no coin-dated graves to 
provide a. firm ba~is for chronology' and the few 
:oman coins have ,little chronological value, for their 
:1es of issue obviously have no direct relevance to 
~ c dates of the Germanic graves in which they were 
1ound. 

th There were a number of other Roman objects in 
Re burials_. Although no stn1c1ural traces of the 
(i om: period were met with in the area excavated a 
,~; to:~ pcri<;:! sherds and objects were found in 
Lik 1 \; so 1 1 use of the land a1 that time is 

e Y lo ave been nearer this hill site than the 

Roman scnJement so far identified only in th 
Apart from the abraded sherds found one e Y>Ocy, 
Roman pot was used for cremation«'. As 1~:~Pkt, 
10 have been found in the fill of grave 2 it m ,.r:"d 
been deposited later by a new Anglo-Saxo us, " 
and so cannot have been an isolated crcmaii: 0-;,e,, 
Roman period. The other Roman objects in• th, 
are all small anicl~, probably mainly kccJJSak~ 
bronze_ ?theatre_ ucket _c:,:9; coins 11.3, tl.7'. 
?C7.12, bronze PUl C24.4, twisted bronzering4l.l· 
bro"'.'~ k~y 41.5; scabbard moum 27.4; terr,1 30_2'. bronze discs I 1.6 and 41.6; and fragrocn1 of g1as, 
bottle neck 14A. lo addition, there were a row 
Roman ob1ects 10 the topsoil: coin U 12, neck !rag. 
men, of brass flask U 13, lead weight U 14 and iIOn 
dome-headed rivet UIS. ' 

It has quite reasonably been argued 1ha1 ob~ 
!113-"Ufactured during the Roman period could occu: 
m Anglo-Saxon graves of any date, but it is in r,,,., 

-~ d . , -•, true u,at many t·en to occur m the earliest graves 
and so indicate contact, friendly or otherwise with 
the established Romano-British residents. At 'Alton 
they did not occur at all in the latest graves which 
were orientatc>d south-north. There was a Roman 
cremation pol (C44. I) subsequent 10 a southw<St­
northeast inhumation (2), but this grave belongs to 
the early group. A Roman glass botde neck fragme1n 
(14.4) was in a grave with a pair of quoit broochesol 
the fifth century. Other Roman objects (11.3, 6 and 
7, 27.4, 30.2 and 41.3, 5 and 6) were ingraveswhicb 
contained only simple objects like knife, buckle and 
beads which are not precisely datable but which 
would not have been out of place in the fifth cen111ry. 
The orientations of these graves were west-east (ooc 
east- west) and norlh--south, that is, amongst tht 
earliest. The cremations with Roman objects, cmm­
cion 7 and cremation 24, belong 10 the late fifth or 
early sixth century. 

It is formnate that careful cleaning of a burnt 
bronze fragment (C2.2) has enabled it to be id<n­
tilied as part of a late Roman strapcnd, a 1ype found 
in early fifth-cen1ury contexts on the Continent and 
in this country associated with other military belt 
equipment and weapons. The bron:ze rectangular 
rubular fragment found with it was probably also 
belt equipment of like date. 

Brooches are useful items in escabLishing date, bot 
even here precision is not possible and opiniom 
differ. Some of the brooches are 1ypes which ~• 
in the fifth century but which arc also found ~ 
contexts of the sixth century. The earlier date IS 
confirmed for some by the other contents of (h• 
grave, and in this way graves 14 (eas,-west, wi\b 
quoit brooches) , 35 (west-east) and 37 (west~ ' 
with bu11on brooches) may be regarded as bclo~ 
to the fifth century, with grave 43 (east-west, "'i 
small long brooches) be.longing 10 the fifth or~ 
sixth. Cremation J, with five spiral saucer brooc: ' 
belongs 10 the early fifth century. The U sau:; 
brooches from graves 12, 23 and 47 are a oca b 
here to phase I or 2, and the square-headed b~h 
of cremation 31 belongs 10 the first half of the s, 

century. 
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Table 18. Alton Anglo-Saxr»1 cemetery: chronology of grave orien1a1icms, cremations and recta11gu/ar features. 

AD W-E N- S E-W SW-NE S-N Crem Rcct 
425 .. ... 

Phase I 
475 

· lr 
Phase 2 

525 

Phase 3 
600 

Phase 4 
650 

In regard to the male graves, four of the shield 
bosses had broad flanges with disc-headed rivets, 49 
was an accidental find with the orientation not noted, 
but the other three (2, 42 and 45) were orientated 
southwest-northeast. Grave 45 must belong to the 
fifth century and the other two, 2 and 42, to the late 
fifth - early sixth century. At Dover, shield bosses 
made a late appearance in the life of the cemetery 
and five out of six bosses with disc-headed rivets 
belonged to phase 3, AD 575-625. The other three 
shield bosses at Alton, 1.4a, 4.3a and 16.7a, have 
narrow flanges with knob-headed rivets, all were in 
south-north graves, and 16.7a has a tall cone shape 
which began in the seventh century. The shield 
booses with knob-beaded rivets at Dover all be­
longed to phase 4, 625-650, so that at Alton they are 
allocated to phase 4, here 600-650. 

The most useful item for chronological purposes is 
the jewelled buckle in grave 16 which belongs to a 
Kcntish series of the late sixth to seventh century. It 
shows wear and has been mended at least twice, and 
so gives an approximate, late date to this south­
north grave. Other buckles with distinctive long 
plates backed by horn or bone were found in graves 2 
and 41, and analagous buckle plates have not occur• 
red later than tbe early sixth century. The small 
broni.e buckle with long, narrow plate 34.3 goes 
back to lhe first half of the fifth century. Other 
buckles (in graves 7, 23, 27, 33, 47 and 49) have 
~«{angular plates and unornamented tongues, sbow• 
•ng none of the characteristics of later sixth-century 
buckles. 

A considerable amount of pottery results from the 
use of cremation urns, but none of it may be dated 
later than the beginning of the sixth century, and the 
detectable outside limits of the cremation period are 
represented by the carinated bowls of fabric 4 which 
were mostly in use about AD 400, and the shoul­
~ercd bowl C31.l found with a square-beaded 

rooch of the early sixth century. 
. Regarding inhumations, consideration musl be 

llli:n to the possibility that orientation is related to 
e . nology. It has been noted above (41} that three 
onentations were reserved for individuals who were 
not fully-fledged members of the society: 11fants, 

a • •• 

< . 

.L .. 

children, adol~nts, non-local women and women 
without possessions (?slaves). One of these orienta­
tions was northwest-southeast, but there are so few 
finds in these five (?or six) graves, and those not 
distinclive, that no positive date can be assigned to 
them. The same applies to the four (?or five) north­
south graves, with the exception of grave 27, which 
most likely belongs to phase I . It is possible that lhe 
other four are of the same dare, for 31 was close to 
27, on the other side of 34 which belongs to phase I. 
The position is not so clear cut with regard to graves 
15 and I 8 (?north-south), which were either side of 
the late south- north grave 16 and an unfurnished 
oorthwest-southeast grave, 13. Grave 20 had no 
relationship with other graves. Of the two definite 
east- west graves, 14 belongs to phase I, and 43 to 
phase 1- 2. 

AU the datable graves in a west-<:ast direction 
appc>ar to belong to phase I, unless 6, 9 and 12 (with 
its seven-spiral saucer brooches allocated to phase I 
or 2) might possibly belong to phase 2. The graves in 
a southwest- norcheast direction belong to phase I or 
2, as do some of the graves in a south-nonh direc­
tion, with the exception of the four orientated be­
tween 355° and 10° which belong to phase 4, .as grave 
39, c27°, probably does. Graves 24, 23, 32 and 33 
were the oea.rest graves to the rectangle C45 and 
were aligned with it, but whether they were earlier or 
later than C45 is not known. 

Stn1tification does not add a great deal of fresh 
dating evidence but where the features concerned 
can be dated by other means the chronology is 
confirmed by the stratification. Cr~mation 32 was 
contained in a large p0t decorated w1tb long slashed 
bosses and c.ircular bosses, that is a 811ck,/11me of the 
fifth century, and was cut by grave 23 (south-north) 
which contained a pair of large saucer brooches. 
Grave 4 (south-north) with a late shield boss cut 
grave 3 which contained an early pedestal pot. Three 
0lhcr south-north graves cut a cremaaon, of which 
the pot of cremation 46 had a rosette srnmp, crema­
tion 43 was not distinctive and cremaaon 27. con­
tained a miniature toilet set, so that all ava?able 
indications are of the fifth century. Unfurmshed 
cremation 38 cut inhumation 15, so suggesung an 
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early da1c for !his nonh-sou1h grave, and ere:•~~ 
31 with its square-beaded brooch . docs mu 
same for !he north-soulh ~nfurmshcd grave 20, 
which i1 cuts. Cremation 44 (1n !he Roman pot) must 
have been dcposi1ed la1er ihan the southwest­
northeas1 grave 2 of phase 1-2. The stamped po1 of 
crema1ion 24 is a linle la1er ihan the bossed pot 
cremation 23 below ii. The squa~ feature of crema­
tion 45, and probably of cre.mauon 7 also, cut ~n 
earlier cremation. There were no datable a.ss~ta­
tions in the cremation 45 complex, and the md,c:i­
tions of the daic of cremation 7 are vague or loose in 

associaiion, so that it could belong 10 phase I 0! 2. 
The buckle in !he south west post-hole (C7 .6) m,~hl 
be an early sixth-century product, but the chip­
carved scroU-work of the silver fragment (C7. I 3a) 
denotes the fifth century. Neither of the pot remains 
of cremation 5 or cremation 33 have datable fea­
mres. 

The earliest date in the cemetery is therefore 10 be 
allocated 10 cremation Z, lhc sherds C4. lb and 
sherds in the fill of grave 6 which must belong to the 
first third of the fifth century. Most of 1he material in 
1hc cemetery can be dated to between AD 425 and 
525 , and some of the south-north g1aves to the first 
half of the seventh century. There was therefore a 
gap without burials between 525 and 600, unless it 
proves possible 10 allocate the large saucer brooches 
10 this period (a., found in graves 12, 23 and 47). No 
useful conclusion regarding a break in continuity of 
occupation can be drawn bowever, as only part of 1he 
cemetery has been excavated and burials of this 
period may have been located in another part. 

Table 19. A/Jon Angl<>-Saxo11 cemetery: graves and 
crema1io11s allocated 10 phases. 

Phase Grave numbers 

3, I I, 14, 15, 20, 27, 30, 34, 35, 37, 41, 45, 
CI , C2, C4, C5, C23, C26, C32, C33, C46 

I or 2 2, 6, 7, 9, ?12, 19, 33, 36, 42, 43 44 49 
C7, Cl2, C14, Cl6, C l9, C20, ci1, (:45' 

2 

3 

4 

23, 47 
C24, C31 , C44 

I, 4, 16, 39, 40 

Insufficient da1ing evidence for graves numbered S 
8, 10, 13, 17, 18, 21 , 22, 24 25 26 28 29 31 32' 
38, 46, 48, C3, C6, cs, c<i, cio, et3' Cl5 bs' 
g21 , C22, CZ5, C28, C29, C30 C34 C35 C36 C37' 

38, C39, C40, C41, C42 and C43. ' ' ' 

Early Anglo-Saxon Alton 

The place-name of Alton reflects its to . 
position as it consists of two elements, O ~~~f1 
stream or c.he source of a stream' and t . 1 a 
enclos~rc, farmstead, estate or village' (Smith';';~ 
7; Smnh 1956b, 188-99). The source of the w .' 
situated in the valley, west- northwes1 of the si cy ~ 
the present sc11lemcn1. The position of Alto 1• 0 

rather isolated in the ea_rly Saxon periOd (Fi~~ 
below 50), distanced as II was from the chtstcts J 
the nearest settlers in the Winchester "area from lb 
Meonware and south Saxons in the south aod Iii' 
upper Thames area and Surrey settlers in Llle non: 
and east. The reason for hght settlement in liJe early 
stages was probably that the area was heavily 
wooded, the wide forest of Andr~desw~d extending 
from Kent a,s far ~•.est as the ttver Pnven (Carver 
1973). Alton s pos111on at the source of the Wey, a 
mbutary of the Thames, sugges1s connections in the 
direction of that river. Lively traffic bc.1wetn this 
area and London in the fourth century is clear from 
the large percentage of pottery found in London 
wh.ich came from kilns sited between Neatham and 
Farnham (Graham and Millet 1980, 16), and such 
wares could have been cheaply transported along the 
River Wey. As to land communication, Alton is a 
short distance to the south of the long, prehistorie 
west-east trackway connecting the soulhwcsc of tbe 
country with the English Channe.1 near Folkeston,. 
A few miles 10 1he cast of Alton the :,ou1h- nonh 
Roman road from Chichester to Silchester passed 
through Ncatham (?Vi1ulamis), where it was also 
crossed by a Roman road of wes1-eas1 direction, no 
doubt connecting westwards with Winchcsier 
through Alton (Rivet 1970, 60-1, Fig 17; Alilleu 
1975, 213-14, Fig 2; Biddle 1976, Fig I) and 
eastwards from Neatham towards London. 

As the ritual in the cemetery was abom equally 
divided between inhumation and cremation (Allon is 
wrongly shown as a predominantly inbuJlllltion 
cemetery in OS 1966), comparisons may be made 
with the cemeteries in fairly close range al Ando":r 
and King' s Worthy (Hampshire), and when C\1• 

dence from these two sites is publicly available no 
doubt many points of contact will emerge. A small 
number of Roman objects mingled with S:uon tm· 
sessions indicate some sort of con1ac1 wilh !he 
Romano-British population, but there is no concen· 
tration of such objects in a single grave or a marked 
difference of ritual to suggest that any occupant was 
a Romano-Briton. 

The intensive s1Udy of the laie Roman cemetery 31 
Lankhills just outside 1he Roman town of y,,,,. 
Belgarum (Winches1cr) has brought 10 _ligh1 SU: 
graves which because of their gm•e ncual •nd 

contents, ma; be regarded as belonging to Sas<>!' 
administrative officials or military officers and •h; 
relatives who were buried between about AD 3 
and 410 (Clarke 1979, 389fl). It was thought that 
there was a pp of fifty years or more bet"""'" f 
presence of lhe Anglo-Saxons in walled places ~ • 
Winchester and Ponchester and in !he earlies! 
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ries in the surrounding countryside (Biddle 
c;;ie3l8), Although only part of the Alton ceme­
l , 'h s been excavated, it has produced enough 
tcf) ha and pollery evidence to show that there is no 
t~iable gap here, for the very earliest seulers 
pbp'ously arrived at the bcgunnung of the fifth cen­

o •• b •• 'hh I men and women nogmg wit l em meta .. 
tury, ' ·• S , ' h Co • work and pottery ,rom me axon area on t e nu-

I "·tween the mouths of the Elbe and Weser, 
nen "' f • d ogether with the funeral cus10ms o crcmauon an 
~-C$i-east burial. This was nearly a century before 
the first settlement of West Saxons mentioned by the 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, and,_ ~vhatever their rcl~­
lionsbip with the Romano-Bntish populauon, their 
burial customs were Germanic and their possessions 
were almost exclusively Germanic. Nor is cremation 
2 with its suapend of a type normal on a military 
~It a unique occurrence in the area, for a fully­
fur;ished inhumation burial witb a similar strapend, 
3 bronze tubular terminal for a military belt, a sword 
and spear were found recently not far away in a 
cemetery at lichen Abbas. This type of strapend 
oreurs predominantly in the Saxon area between the 
mouths of the Elbe and Weser. Besides Itchen Abbas 
in the west (Fig I O.S), a late Roman strapend was 
also found at Compton (Fig 10.35) 10 the south, and 
buckles of similar date elsewhere in Hampshire at 
Droxford (Fig 10.2), Andover (Fig 10.34) and 
Worthy Park (Fig 10.38). Otlier early fifth-century 
objects were found in this area, including glass 
cones and spears at Guildown, a button brooch 
a1 Sikhcster, and an applied brooch at Portchester 
(Hampshire). There were, therefore, early fifth­
eenrury settlements throughout tbe whole area. 
The cemetery at Alton continued in use during 
the fifth and early sixth century without a break, 
the ponery and metalwork continuing in Saxon 
styles. 

If the saucer and bunon brooches can be regarded 
as a guarantee of the Saxon nationality of their 
owners, it is interesting 10 note that they range in 
~•1e at Alton from at least 42S to S2S, during which 
ume they are found in association with a variety of 
methods of burial, the earliest in a cremation and 
west--eas1 graves and the later ones in south-north 
and southwest-northeast gr•ves. Nevertheless there 
were two women with different types of brooches 
w~o were regarded as foreigners and given a burial 
wnh a reverse orientation, One of them had 
connection with the Cambridge area, and tbe 
other was wearing quoit brooches common 10 areas 
on the Thames and 10 the south where the quoit 
brooch sryle was in fashion: Kent, Sussex, tbe 
~~~r Thames and Mucking on the north bank in 
~x. 

1nese brooches represent the only definite trace at 
Alton so far of the people connected with quoit 
brooch style products, and they may, indeed, have 
~n the Germanic people who were settled south of 

• Thames at the invitation of the Romano-Britons 

in the first place. The length of this period of 
controlled seulement cann;)t be calculated however 
and the burial. customs were from the • beginning 
pur~ly Germamc. Also, the fomis, techniques and 
designs of the metalwork are most closely connected 
w11h northern France, and the quoit brooch style is 
found almost exclusively in this country in Germanic 
graves! and not at all in 'tbe Roman.ized towns, villas 
and villages _of the Ke.ntish countryside' (Myres 
1986, 113; Evtson 1965, 46-78; Evison 1%8). Traces 
of Romano-Britons therefore remain elusi,•e. 

A square-headed brooch bears witness to a con­
necti~n with Kent in the early sixth century, and a 
Kent1sh buckle was deposited with a swordsman of 
the early seventh century. This buckle, in grave 16, 
belongs to a group of buckles found in sword graves 
and the other four, which are in the category of th~ 
largest and most opulent of the buckle type, were all 
10 sword graves of great importance. The well­
fu~nishcd grave a1 Taplow is generally regarded as a 
princely grave; the extra large Crundale buckle was 
probably found with a decorated sword; Sarre grave 
68 contained a sword , shield boss, bucket, knife, 
tags, studs, and comb as well as the buckle; and the 
Wickhambreux grave was even more luxuriously 
equipped with bronze. bowl, sword with jewelled 
sword bead and a blue glass claw-beaker. One other 
princely grave, although robbed , is often compared 
with Taplow and the ship burial at Su11on Hoo - the 
Broomfield grave in Essex - which contained the 
shield-shaped tongue base from a buckle of this 1ype. 
When compared with the tongue bases of the rest of 
this series of buckles, it can be realised 1ha1, not only 
is it the largest of all, but its garnet work, along with 
the shield on the Wickhambrcux buckle, shows the 
most accomplished technique. The man who posses­
sed the comparable Alton buckle, therefore, must 
have been the leading man in the district in the early 
seventh century. The custom of wearing a fine 
buckle on a military belt with significance of rank 
was continued after the. Roman period. The early 
seventh cenmry is the time when Aethelberht of 
Kent was overlord in the country, and the presence 
of a splendid Kentisb buckle in three princely graves 
outside of Kent, one in Essex, one in Buckingham­
shire and one in Hampshire, gives rise to the pro­
position that these three were men who held 
authority in tbese three counties under Aethelberbt, 
and who wore the Kentish buckle as the symbol of 
that power. Such significance would have been a 
good reason for 1he repeatc-d mending the Alton 
buckle had undergone. 

Until more of the cemetery is excavated, and the 
study of saucer brooches finalised, no definite signi• 
ficance can be a11ached 10 1.hc apparent hiatus in the 
use of 1he cemetery between the earl>: sixth. and the 
early seventh cenrury, but, if substanuatcd, II would 
correspond 10 the effect 10 be expected from the 
defeat or the Germanic settlers at the baulc of Mons 
13adonicus. 
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Early Anglo-Saxon sites in the AJtoo area, 
by Valerie Cooper 

References quoted are the report on th_e origi_naJ 
discovery and any rcp<>rts on sub~u~nl discoveries, 
followed by a selection of menuons ID recent com­
prehensive surveys. 

Inhumation ccmeceries 
I. Bcdhampton (Bevis' Grave), Hants SU 692064 

(secondary in barrow) 
Bingley 1817, 64; Meaney 1964, 94; Wcbsrer 

:fr;;fjr~"cBrockbridge), Hants SU 612184 
l . Dale 1901-03; Dale 1906; Meaney 1964, 97; 

Aldsworth 1978. 
3. Fareham (Wallington, Clapper Hill), Hants SU 

590075 
Williams-Freeman 1937, 296; Meaney 1964, 
97. 

4. Guildford (Mareschal Road), Surrey SU 
992492 
Whimstc.r 1931, 190; Lowther 1931, 4; 
Meaney 1964, 241 ; Myres 1977 1 109. 

5. ltchen Abbas, Haots SU 537329 
Youngs et al 1985, 180-1. 

6. Meonstoke, Hants SU 61 19 
Meaney 1964, 98; Devenisb and Champion 
1977; Youngs et al 1985, 181. 

7. Micheldevcr (Weston Farm), Hants SU 505396 
Hughes 1846; GUT1Der 1849; Meaney 1964, 98. 

8. Ponsdown, Portsmouth, Hants SU 64870656 
(secondary in barrow) 
Meaney 1964, 99; Corney e1 al 1967, 33-41. 

9. Preston Candover, Hants SU 604403 (secon­
dary in barrow) 
Shore 1894, 286; Hawkes 1940; Meaney 1964, 
99. 

10. Snell's Comer, Horndean, Hant.s SU 707153 
Knocker 1956; Meaney 1964, 100; Myres 1977 
I 91. 

Godwin I 898, 5 I; Meaney 1964 95 
18. Brown Ca.ndover, Hanes SU 580390° 

Meaney 1964, 95. 
19. ~tJ~~ton (fcstcombe gravel pit), Hants SU 

Annual Report of tire Salisbury, South Wit,, <l>i,/ 
8/ackmme Museum for 1931- 1932, 12· Mca 
1964, 97. ' nty 

20. Farley Chamberlayne (Farley Down) HIJUs 
SU 403286 ' 
Meaney 1964, 97- 9. 

21. West Harn, Basingstoke, Hants SU 624519 
Smith 1907-09; Mcan.ey 1964, 98. 

22. East Mcon, Hants SU 669262 
Hooley 1937; Crawford 1937; Meaney 1964 
98. ' 

23. Oliver's Battery, Compton, Haots SU 459279 
Andrew and Smith 193 I; Meaney 1964, 98-9. 

24. Preshaw, Exton, Hants SU 580240 
Kendrick and Hawkes 1937; Meaney 1964 99 

25. Reading (Workhouse site), Berks SU 69873i 
Smith 1906, 246; Meaney 1964, 50. 

26. Singleton, near the Trundle, West Sussex SU 
88101113 
Aldsworth 1976; Welch 1983 ii, 502. 

27. Sutton Scotney (Chalk Dell), Hanes SU 462391 
Meaney 1964, 101. 

Cremation cemereries 
28. Fareham (North Turnpike), Haots SU 575065 

Meaney 1964, 97; Hawkes 1968; Myres 19771 
91. 

29. West Stoke, Bow Hill, West Sussex SU 
81960983 (primary in barrow) 
Smith J870, 59...{;2; Meaney 1964, 255; Weld> 
1983 ii, 504-5. 

30. Wh.itmoor Common, Worplesdon, Surrey SU 
991537 (primary in barrow) 
Lane Fox 1877, 117; Meaney 1964, 245. 

Cremacions II. War Down, Buriton, Hams SU 72631988 
(se<:ondary in barrow) 31. 
Cunliffe 1975. 

Pagham, West Sussex SZ 883974 

12. Winchester (Lower Brook Street), Hants 
Biddle 1975b, 303-6. 

13. Winchester (St Giles Hill), Hams SU 494293 
Hughes 1846; Meaney 1964, IO I. 

14. Winchester (Winnall Industrial Estate) Hants 
SU 494301 ' 
Meaney 1964, 102; Meaney and Hawkes 1970· 
Myres 1977 1 91. ' 

IS. Winchester (Winnall), Hants SU 491301 
~~ney 1964, 102; Meaney and Hawkes 1970, 

lnhumations 
16- !';lrcsford, Tichbourne, Hants SU 589313 

1he Arthaeo/og,ca/ News Leuer 1.3 (1948) 12· 
Meaney 1964, 94. ' 

17. Broughton Down, Bossington Hams SU 
307316 ' 

Collins 1954-57; Meaney 1964, 253; My1<1 
1977 1 110; Welch 1983 ii, 494. 

32. Reading (Southcotc Lane), Berks SU 696720 
Colyer 1924; Meaney 1964, 50; Myres 1977 I 
87. 

Mixed cemeteries 
33. Alton (Mount Pleasant), Hants SU 718388 

Myres 1977 I 91; present report. 
34. Andover (Portway Industrial Esuue), Hanu 

SU 343462 
Webster 1975 222· Cook and Dacre 19S5

5
·u 

' ' w s=•x 35. Compton (Apple Down), est •-· 
794151 t1 
AJdsworth 1981; Welch 1983 ii, 507; Y°f8' 
al 1984, 242-4; Youngs el al 1985, 20 • 

36. Guildown, Guildford, Surrey SU 9884~!!-Z; 
Lowther 1931, 1933; Meaney 1964, 
Myres 1977 I 109. 
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Fig 10. Early Anglo-Saxon sites in the Alton area. 
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37. Reading (EarleMy), Bcrkl~U io~r:}:res 1977 l 
Stevens 1894; caney ' ' 
87

• rth p k Kings Worthy, Hanis SU 38. Wo y ar ' 
50003275 . A · 40 
Sou1h Eastern Natura/,sr a11d "!'quary 964 
{1945) xxx; Wilson 1962-6

3
~• !07; w;~;; : 91 '. 

233; Meaney 1964, 102- , yres 

Settlements 
39. Alton (Amery House), Haots . " - uni 

Information from D Allen, Hampshire "" Y 
Museum Service. 

40_ Andover (Old Down Farm), Hanis SU 356465 
Davies 1979. 

41. Basing,;iokc (Cowdery's Down), Hanis SU 
6S6S33 
Webster 1980, 220; Youngs 1981 , 168. 

42. Chalton, Hao1s SU 734144 . 
Addyman et al 1972; Addyman aod Leigh 
1973; Rabtz 1976, 415. 

43_ Farnham (Firgrove Pit), Surrey
1 
s
19
u
39

84
2
2S46S6

9 Huband 1925, 123; Oakley et a , - ; 
Rabtz 1976, 419; Myres 1977 1 109; Graham 
and Milieu 1980, Fig 2. 

44. North Marden, West Sussex SU 801 l 57 
Welch 1983 ii, 507. 

4S. Neat:bam, Hants 
Information from D Allen, Hampshire County 
Museum Service; Graham and Millett 1980, 8. 

46. Portchester, Hams 
Cunliffe 1976; Rahtz 1976, 435; Myres 1977 I 
91. 

47. West Stoke, .!Gngley Vale, West Sussex SU 
822100 
Curwen 1934, 212-14; Welch 1983 ii, S0l-4. 

48. Ufton Nerve11 Berks SU 617690 
Manning 1960, 117; Manning 1973-74, 49- 54; 
Rahtz 1976, 445. 

49. Winchester (Lower Brook Street) , Hants SU 
4830 
Biddle 1972, 101-2; Biddle 1975b, 303-5; 
Rahtz 1976, 449; Myres 1977 l 91. 

SO. Winchester (South Gate), Hanis 
Biddle l97Sa, 117. 

Isolated finds 

51. Biuerne (CJausentum), Hanis 
Myres 1977 I 91, 161; 2 Fig 73.2367. 

54. Chichester (St Pancras) , West S11= SU 
865048 
Leeds 1945, 94; Welch 1983 ii, 499. 

55. Chichester (Tower Street), West Suss.x SU 
8S8050 
Down 1974, SO-I; Welch 1983 u, 500. 

S6. Enborne Gate, Newbury, Berks 
Hardy 193~37. 

57. Hayling Island, Hants 
Hawkes 1968, SS. 

58. lnkpen, Berks SU 349620 
Peake 1931, 129; Meaney 1964, 48. 

59. Selsey Bill, West Sussex 
Welch 1983 ii, 496 

60. Silchester, Hanis 
Passmore 1934; Boon 1959, 83; Avent and 
Evison 1982, 115. 

61. Singleton (Church of England Primary 
School), West Sussex SU 879133 
Welch 1983 ii, 502-3. 

62. Slindon, West Sussex SU 973076 
Welch 1983 ii, 493. 

63. S1even1on , Hants SU 5447 
Meaney 1964, IOI. 

64. Theale, Berks SU 64S710 
Piggott 1934-37, 149; Myres 1938-46; Meaocy 
1964, 52. 

6S. Thurslcy, Surrey SU 902395 
Hope-Taylor I 9S0; Meaney 1964, 24S; Myns 
1977 1 109. 

66. Whitchurch (Twinley Farm), Hams SU 
477518 
Crawford 1933, 296; Meaney 1964, IOI. 

Finds noc marked on map - exact l.ocalion 
not recorded 
Near Chichester, West Sussex 
Anriq J 12 ( 1932) 173-4; Welch 1983 u, 501-2. 

Near Chichester, West Sussex 
Welch 1983 ii, S02. 

Selsey (on the coast in the neighbourhood or Bog­
nor) , West Sussex 
Willen 1877, 309-12; Welch 1983 ii, 495. 

Selscy (on the shore between Selsey and Bognor), 
West Sussex 
Smith 1913-14; Welch 1983 ii, 495. 

Selsey, West Sussex 
Welch 1983 ii, 496. 52. Boxford Farm, Berks 

Peake 1934-37. South Downs, Sussex 
53. Chichester (The Broyle), West Sussex cSU Welch 1983 ii, SOS. 

845066 
A111iq J 4 (1924) 49-50; Welch 1983 ii, 501. 
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Chapter 4 

Specialist Reports 

The scientific examination of buckle 16.2, 
by Susan La Niece, British Museum Re­
search Laboratory 

This fine silver buckle is embellished with garnets, 
nicllo, gilding and gold sheet and wire. Analysis was 
carried out of as many of the components as was 
possible without causing damage. 

Silver 

Toe four main components of the buckle were 
analysed by energy dispersive X-ray fluorescence 
(C.owcll 1977) of a polished surface. The analysis 
points are marked on Fig 11 . The domed studs and 
cross-scraps were not analysed because they are 
gilded, and polishing of areas for analysis would 
couse unacceptable damage. 

The crac,, amounts of gold, nickel and lead are 
consistent and do not suggest the use of widely 
divergcn1 sources of silver for the various oompo­
ncms. However, the quantity of copper alloyed with 
the silver does vary significantly. Where zinc is 
present it indicates that the copper added was, in 
fact, brass. The differences in alloy composition 
suggi:s1 that the loop and back-plate were made from 
separate batches of silver. The composition of the 
tongue and the main section of the buckle plate 
(analyses 2 and 4) arc not significantly diffc.rent. 

Table 2~. Alco11 A,wlo-Saxl)II cemetery: analysis for 
<4mposttum of butkle /6.2; figures are percentages. 

NieUo 

The nieUo inlay on the buckle loop was analysed by 
the Debyc-Scherrer X-ray diffraction powder tech­
nique (Azaroff and Buerger 1958). It is silver sul­
phide (Ag-2S). Although copper-silver sulphide nieUo 
as found from at least as early as the sixth century (La 
Niece 1983), silver sulphide continued 10 be used in 
jewellery such as the great gold buckle from Sunon 
Hoo (British Museum registration M&L 1939. l~ 
10.1), and the fine seventh-century gold, si.lvcr and 
garnet brooch from Faversham (M&L l097- 70). 
The silver sulphide was softened by beating and 
pressed into the prepared channels. There was no 
keying in the channels to assist adhesion, conse­
quently much of the niello has fallen out. 

White inlay and garnets 

The white inlay was analysed by XRD and found to 
be the aragonite form of calcium carbonate. The 
layered strucrure visible in the inlay indicates that it 
is probably of shell. 

The garnets are almandines and fit well into the 
general picrure of Anglo-Saxon garnets of this 
period, as determined by X-ray 11uores,:encc. Com­
parison of the shape of the garnet inlays with the 
shape of the cloisons indicates that the garnets were 
not originally shaped With t.his design in mind. 

Gold and gilding 

The gilding on the buckle, scuds and the cross-straps 
was applied as an amalgam with mercury; the mer-

Analysis point Silver Copper Gold Nickel Zinc Lead 

I loop 
2 Tongue 
3 Back plate 
4 Maio piece 

97.0 
92.5 
95.8 
93.4 

2.0 
5.5 
2.5 
4.6 

0.6 
1.0 
0.8 
1.0 

0.2 < .05 0.2 
0.3 0.5 0.2 
0.3 0.3 0.1 
0.3 0.6 0.2 
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fig 11. Al1on Anglo-Saxon cemetery: buckle 16.2, showing analysis points XRFI - XRF4. Scale 1:1. 

cury is clearly detectable by XRF. The gilding on 
the cross-straps shows cracking lines where the 
straps are bent, confirming that they were gilded 
before they were applied to the l)uckle. 

The thin gold repousst she-et was worked from the 
front and beaded wires soldered to it. The false 
plaiting was made by taking pairs of block-twisted 
gold wires (Oddy 1977) and twisting them into a 
single rope. The ropes were soldered on to a gold 
sheet, side by side, with their direction of twist 
alternating 10 give 1he illusion of plaiting. 

It was not possible to analyse the gold-work i11 situ 
because the geometry of the filigree work did not 
allow an uninterrupted path for accurate analysis 
and the surface of the 'plaiting' proved 10 be 1~ 

un~vc_n l? give consistent results. However, the 
vana110~ .'" colo~ of the gold suggests that the alloy 
composIUon varies from component to componc-nt. 

Examination aod . analysis of the glass 
beads by Paul Wilthew, Anciem Monu­
ments Laboratory 

Introduction 

The glas., beads (AM852749) from the Anglo-Saxon 
cemetery s11e at Alton were examined a.nd a repre-

scntative selection was analysed elementally tJSini 
energy dispersive X-ray Ruorcscence (XRF). Tu 
colour, opacity and porosity of the beads W<tt 

considered as well as their chemical compositioo, 
and the probable colourants, decolourants and op> 
cifiers present were identified. The resuhs art <ooa­
parcd to those obtained previously for glaM b<adl 
from other sites of similar date. 

Many of the beads found were made from m,10 

rials other than glass, particularly amber, bet ooly 
the glass beads were examined in detail and tbe l<flll 
'bead' below implies 'glass bead' . 

Apart from those which showed signs ~ 
been burnt, most of the beads were • 
although, where a large number of similar ~ 
came from a single grave, a random ser«uoo 
made. 

Method 

Colour, opacity and porosity 

Two methods of describing the colour of the~ 
lysed beads were used. Firstly, each m°i:i, , .,. 
bead and each field of the polychrome wn J'<Jio,r, 
assigned 10 a general colour category (bro r be t,Q<li 
clear, etc). Secondly, the colour_ofmost 0r~Munsd' 
was dcscribc-d more objectively in terrn•c~uld ,,.. be 
number. However, Munsell numbers 
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• ed 10 the clear, the black or, in some 
sensibly ass,~~tc beads. The Munsell number has 
cases, 

th
e cnts the hue (.H), the value 0/: light• 

thret co;~ess _: low values indicate dark) and the 
ness or ;t iniensicy of hue - high values indicate 
chro'!'a 1 

•• ) Some of the beads were not uniform 
h'·' intensity • f th I 
. ..,, r and the apparent colour o c trans uccnt 
in colo~as affccied by the thickness of the ~Jass. 
beads I the MunseU number should give a 
Ncv•=.tit!'~dication of the colour. Where ~nJr a 
reaso. f beads from a large number of similar =:'°,~: analysed, the MunseU numbers given 
were typical of the group. 

Both ,he general colour categories :ind t!'c Munsell 
umbers of tbe analysed beads are g,_ven m Table 22 

n b ith comments on the opacJty of the beads. 1ogc1 er w al . . f t:h 
The laner are based on vis~ exammauon o e 
beads using tow power opucal oucroseopy ( x I 5-
x45). 

Elemental Analysis 

Elemental analysis was carried out using an energy 
dispersive X-ray fluorescence system with an evacu­
ated chamber. The area analysed wa~ qu_11~ large and 
ii was not always possible 10 analyse md1VJduaJ fields 
of polychrome beads separately. No sa~plc prepara-
1ion was possible, because the tcc?mque was re­
quired to be completely non-destrucuve. No attempt 
was made 10 analyse for low atomic numbe~ e_Jemems 
such as sodium, magnesium and alunuruum, •.s 
results for these elements would have been unreh­
able because of the lack of sample preparation. The 
bulk glass could not, therefore, be ca1egorised. 

The elements detected were silicon, titanium, 
manganese, iron, copper, zinc, lead, tin and anti­
mony. Cobalt may have been present at levels below 
the detection limit of the method used in some of the 
btads (it would be exix><;ted in the blue beads), but it 
was not positively identified in the beads analysed . 
Nickel and arsenic, which have been found o<:ca• 
sionallv in beads from other sites of this period, were 
noi detected in any of the beads analysed. 

The Ko. peak heights were recorded for each 
element, except for lead when the La peak height 
was used. The resulLS were only semi-quantitative, 
bu1 to enable comparisons to be made, the ratio of 
!he peak height and the silicon Ka peak height was 
ob1aincd, as silicon would be expected to be present 
at a relatively constant level in each bead. This 
~UD!Ption is not valid for high lead glasses, but in 
Practice only the yellow beads contained particularly 
high levels of lead. The ratios are given in Table 23. 

Results and Discussion 

The colour of a glass bead is affected both by the 
l)rcSCnce of certain metal ions in solution and by 
opaque PQr1icles in the matrix glass. Among the 

elements which can act as colourants in the form of 
io~s _arc manganese, iro~, cobalt and copper (in the 
ox1d1sed state as cupric ,ons). Manganese and anti­
mony can also a.ct as dccolourisers. The opaque 
particles which can be found in beads from Anglo­
Saxon sites include copper, cuprous oxide, lead-tin 
oxide, tin oxide and lead and calcium amimonates. A 
more detailed discussion of the colourants found in 
Anglo-Saxon beads is given in Bayley (forthcoming). 

The opaci1y of the beads is affected by several 
fac1ors including the presence of opaque particles 
and bubbles, the thickness of the bead and the 
intensity of colour. All, or almost all, 1he beads 
examined did contain bubbles but not at a sufficient 
density to opacify the beads and 1herefore the pre­
sence of bubbles is not commented on below. 

The colourants and opaciliers used are discussed 
for each colour category below. 

Green. Both iron and copper, under appropriate 
conditions, can colour glass green, and rwo examples 
of the use of each were found. The iron-coloured 
beads were translucent and contained no opaque 
particles and, at most, only traces oflead. They were 
clearly distinguishable, both analytically and visual­
ly, from the green beads con1aining copper. The 
latter contained relatively high lead levels and, 
although they were just translucent, occasional white 
(almost cer1ainly tin oxide) particles. 

Red. All the red beads were coloured by the presence 
of opaque copper or cuprous oxide particles. The 
density of 1he particles was sufficient to make the 
beads completely opaque. 

Yellow. All the yellow beads contained high levels of 
lead and tin and their Opacity and c~lour wa~ due to 
the presence of opaque lead-un oxide parucles. 

White. The colourant in the white beads was _tin 
oxide. Although lead-tin oxide is unstable ~t high 
temperatures and forms tin oxide, the white and 
yellow were compositionally disunct. As bas been 
found elsewhere (Bayley and Wilthew I 986), t~e 
white beads generally contained higher levels of un 
and tower levels of lead than the yellow beads (sec 
Fig 12). 

Blue. Glass can be coloured blue either by co~alt, 
which produces an intense colour even when ~r•se;1 
at very low concentrations, or by copper '". 1 I e 

'd'scd •1a1e which bas to be present al a relauve y 
=i • • . n-se~ 
high conccntr'~tion and gives a more ~ur.., • 
As none of the blue beads analysed ,n the prcsen1 

work contained sinlignifi
1
f c':,'~ftv:o~~;'.~~;c ~:~ 

were almos1 ccrta Y a b d h d been 
no indication that any o( the blue ea s a 
dcubera1ely opacified . 

Black. The colour of 1hc blatk be~ds w(as ~Fi to 
1
tc 

cffce1 of high concentra11ons of iron sec g 
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rJ!l· r,'· 'f>.S emtte,y' 0 p,p,ara11ce of tht a>lllo,sed beads. 
Tabll 22. Alton Angl oxo11 c • 
• =polychrome beads r-' 

Colour Mwiscll Number Opacity s----:;:-..,t," )\0 

Analysis Find H V C . 
No No J9.IJll 

blue SPB 3 4 Trans1ucc01 ,· 
I 9. li SPB 3 4 T ransluccnt 9. li blue 2 7.SPB 3 4 T ransluccnt J9,li 
3 9.li blue •• 
4 9. li black Opaque 

39ti 
5 9.lg black Opaque 

•' 
6 9. lg black 

5 8 
Opaque 

39.10 
7 9. la red 7.SR Opaque ~:, 

yellow SY 7 6 Opaque 
8 9. Jb 

SY 8.5 10 Opaque )91( 
9 9. lb yellow 

5G 3 4 J Ust lrallslucent 
~ J9,ld 

10 9.lc green 
7.SPB 3 8 ' !9.le 

II 9. lj blue Translucent I 
12 9. lf white I0GY 9 I Opaque 

' 
)9.lc 

13 9. li blue 7.SPB 3 8 Translucent a )9.11 

14 9.lg black Opaque M 
)9.11 

IS 9.l k black Opaque <' )9.1& 

16 9.lc green I0Y 6 8 Translucem 
17 9.lb yellow SY 7 JO Opaque E' !9.lb 
18 9.11 green SG 3 4 Just transluctm 
19 9. la red SR 4 6 Opaque ,, )9.lk 
20 9. Id black Opaque 
21 9.l h blue SPB 5 8 T ransluccnt 1;1 !9.lo 
22 12.4ic black Opaque 
23 12.4ic black Opaque ll ll l( 
24 12.4id blue 5PB 3 4 T ranslucem • ll.?d 
25 12.4ic clear Transparent I 41.ld 
26 19.liib yellow SY 8 6 Opaque • 41.lg 
27 19.liib yellow JOY 8 10 Opaque I lllf 
28 19.liib yellow 7.5Y 8.5 JO Opaque 41.ld 
29 19.liib yellow SY 8 6 Opaque • 41le ' 30 19.liib yellow 7.5Y 8.5 10 Opaque j f,,Je 
31 19. liib yellow 7.SY 8.5 10 Opaque '1 l7.Je 
32• 19.li white Opaque , 

ll.le 
blue 7.5B 7 4 Translucent l ll.lg 33• 23.4if red 7.SR 4 6 Opaque • l7.lg black Opaque 17.Jg 34• 23.4if red 7.SR 4 6 Opaque ) 

H.Jg black Opaque • 35* 23.4ie blue 7.SPB 3 10 Translucent a 41,lf 

white Opaque ~ 
Ii.le 
17.Je red 7.SR 5 8 Opoque E Ii.lg 36 27.lc blue SPB 3 8 Translucent u 

37 33.8b blue 7.SPll 3 10 Translucent I 17.Jc 
38 35 .3d blue SPB 3 4 Translucent I 41,l/ 
39 35.3d blue 7.SPB 2.5 6 T ransluccnt r,,3e 
40 37.4c brown SRP 2.5 2 Translucent -----41 37.4e browo SRP 2.5 2 Translucent 
42 37.4e brown SRP 2.5 l Translucent 
43 37.4h blue 7.SPB 3 JO Translucent 
44 37.4h blue 7.SPB Translucent 45 3 10 
46 

37.4b blue 7.SPB 3 JO Translucent 
37.4e brown SRP 2.5 2 Translucent 47' 37.4i white 2.58 9 2 Opaque 

48 blue 7.SPB 3 10 Translucent 

49 
37.4g blue SPB 4 10 TraoslUCCJ11 

50 
37.4h blue 7.5PB 3 8 Translucent 

51 
37.4d clear Transpa/Cll1 
37.4( browo I0P 2.5 Translucent 
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Table zz. Continued. 

Analysis Find Colour Munsell Number Opaoi1y y 
No H V C No --- 39.lm blue JOB 5 4 Translucem uccnt 52• red SR 4 10 Opaque acem white Opaque ,ceni 39.Jj blue JOB 5 6 e 53' white T raoslucem 

~ 39.Ji while 5G 9 1 
Opaque 

S4* Opaque 
' blue SB 7 4 Translucent ' 39. ln blue 2.5B 6 2 Translucent 55* white 5G 9 I Opaque 

56 39. If red 7.SR 5 6 Opaque lllslucent 51 39.ld yellow 7.SY 7 8 Opaque lctnt 
58 39. le green 2.SGY 8 2 Translucem 
59 39. Jc red 7.SR 5 6 Opaque 

ICCnt 
60 39. 11 red SR 4 4 Opaque 
61 39. 11 red 7.SR 5 8 Opaque 
62' 39. lg green 5GY 5 8 Opaque 1cen1 yellow 7.5Y 9 10 Opaque 
63' 39.lh red 7.5R 4 8 Opaque 1Dslueent yellow 7.5Y 8.5 J2 Opaque 
64' 39.Jk red 7.5R 3 4 Opaque 

yellow 7.SY 8.5 10 Opaque ,cent 65* 39.lo blue 7.SPB 3 8 T ransluceni 
white IOGY 9 I Opaque 

66 41.2( clear Transparent 
:cent 67 41.2d blue 2.SPB 6 6 Translucent 
1rent 68 41.2d blue SPB 3 6 Transluccn1 

69 41.2g clear Transparent 
70 4l.2f clear T ranspareni 
71 41.2d blue 5PB 4 4 Translucent 
72 41.2c blue JOB 5 6 Translucent 
73 47.3c clear Transparem 
74 47.3c clear Transparen1 
75 47.3c clear Transparent 

cent 76 47.3g clear T ransparent 
77 47.3g clear Transparenl 
78 47.3g clear Transparent 
79 47.3g clear Transparen1 
80 47.3f clear Transparcni 

ccn.t 81 47.3e clear Transparent 
82 47.3c clear T ransparem 
83 47.3g clear Transparen1 

.cent 84 47.3e clear Transparem 

.cenl 8> 47.3f clear Transparem 

.cenl 86 47.3e clear Transparenl 

.cenl 

.cen1 

.ccot 
!CCOt 
!CCJll 
,cen1 
,een1 
,cent 

1cent 
1cent 
tcent 
arcn1 
,cent 



56 
AL TON CHAPTER 4, $J'ECIALJST REPORTS 

Table l3. Alim, Ang/o.SaxOtl cemttny: p,ak height ratios wi1h Si Ka for the analysed beads. 
ad=not derc<:tablc ?= possibly present at trace levels 

Analysis Pind 
No No 

I 
2 
3 
4 
s 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
II 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

33 

34 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 

48 
49 
so 
51 
52 

9. Ii 
9. Ii 
9. li 
9.li 
9.lg 
9.lg 
9. la 
9. lb 
9. lb 
9 . .le 
9. lj 
9.lf 
9.li 
9.lg 
9.lk 
9. lc 
9. lb 
9.11 
9.la 
9.ld 
9.lb 

12.4ic 
12.4ic 
12.4id 
12.4ie 
19.liib 
19. liib 
19. liib 
19. lub 
19.liib 
19. lub 
19.li 

23.4if 

23.4ie 
27.lc 
33.Sb 
35.3d 
35.3d 
37.4e 
37.4e 
37.4e 
37.4h 
37.4h 
37.4h 
37.4e 
37.4i 

37.4g 
37.4b 
37.4d 
37.4f 
39.lm 

Colour Ti Mn Pc Cu 

blue nd 
blue nd 
blue ? 
black nd 
black nd 
black nd 
red nd 
yellow nd 
yellow nd 
green nd 
blue .02 
white nd 
blue nd 
black .02 
black nd 
green .07 
yellow nd 
green nd 
red nd 
black nd 
blue nd 
black nd 
black nd 
blue nd 
clear nd 
yellow nd 
yellow nd 
yellow nd 
yellow nd 
yellow nd 
yellow nd 
white .02 
blue ? 
rcd + black nd 
black nd 
red+ black nd 
black nd 
bluc +white ? 
blue nd 
blue nd 
blue nd 
blue nd 
brown nd 
brown nd 
brown nd 
blue nd 
blue nd 
blue nd 
brown nd 
white nd 
whire+blue nd 
blue nd 
blue nd 
clear nd 
brown nd 
blue nd 
white+rcd nd 

.26 

.08 

.73 

.54 

.JO 

.14 

.18 
nd 
nd 
.18 
.33 
.31 
.32 
.17 
.54 
.99 
.10 
. IS 
.09 
.31 
.06 
.36 
.38 
.65 
.55 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
.68 
.28 
.29 
.31 
.28 
.41 
.45 
.OJ 
nd 
.52 
.09 

I.SO 
.97 

1.25 
. II 
.08 
.20 

1.03 
.40 
.41 
.16 
.10 

1.29 
1.10 
.01 
.27 

.64 .08 

.SS .OS 
1.58 .21 
6.55 .01 
3.86 .OJ 
5.03 nd 
5.68 2.12 

.93 nd 

.36 nd 

.58 3.79 

.85 .06 

.42 nd 

.96 . JS 
4.98 .03 

13.65 .11 
1.67 nd 
.27 nd 
.91 1.98 

3.58 2.29 
2.65 nd 
.80 .13 

3.70 .03 
5.48 .05 
1.21 .10 
.52 nd 
nd nd 
.67 nd 
.55 nd 
.08 nd 
.57 nd 
.09 nd 

1.95 ? 
l.75 .07 
1.71 .62 
2.94 .43 
I.SI .64 
2.66 .25 
1.33 .10 
.31 .08 
.29 .09 

1.17 .13 
.85 . 11 
.95 .10 
.29 nd 
.49 nd 
.72 .01 
.53 .09 
.58 .OS 
.52 nd 
.84 .03 
.62 .17 
.54 .13 
.44 .06 

1.23 nd 
.74 ? 
.52 .04 

1.14 .16 

Zn 

nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
.08 
nd 
nd 
.07 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
.03 
.14 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
od 

? 
.22 
.06 
.23 
.04 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 

? 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
.04 

Pb Sn 

.04 ? 
? ? 

.05 ? 

.13 ? 

.01 ? 

.03 ? 
3.47 .06 
9.76 .27 

12.52 .17 
3.28 .06 

.02 ? 
1.64 .23 
.06 ? 
.02 .01 
.26 ? 
.02 ? 

7.44 .10 
2.08 .04 
2.88 .04 

.02 ? 
? ? 
? nd 

nd .01 
.28 ? 

? ? 
5.06 .08 

16.63 .20 
15.IJ .20 
8.72 .10 

16. 73 .23 
9.95 .14 
1.20 1.01 
.56 .66 

1.49 .07 
.41 .05 

2.42 .10 
2.89 .I I 

.91 .94 

.21 ? 

.21 ? 

.45 ? 

.09 ? 
nd .01 
nd .OJ 
nd ? 
nd .01 
nd ? 
.04 ? 
nd ? 
.79 .so 
.27 .39 
.03 ? 
od ? 
nd ? 
nd .01 
.33 .JI 

1.97 .32 

Sb 

nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
.02 
.02 

? 
? 
? 
? 

nd 
? 

nd 
.02 
nd 
nd 

? 
? 
? 

nd 
nd 
nd 

? 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 

? 
nd 

? 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 

? 
? 

nd 
nd 
.01 

? 
nd 

? 
.02 
nd 

? 
nd 
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Tablt 23. Co111inued. 

am,Jysis Find Colour Ti Mn Fe Cu Zn Pb Sn Sb No No Sb -- 39.lj whi1e+ bluc nd .26 1.12 .04 nd .70 .43 nd 53 whice nd .60 1.99 .08 nd nd 1.35 1.09 ? nd 54 39. li \Yhite nd .60 1.56 nd nd 1.65 .87 nd nd whi1e+blue nd .21 .81 nd nd .67 .33 nd nd 55 39.ln whi1e+ blue nd .20 .59 nd nd 2. 1 I .42 ? .02 whi1e+ blue nd .25 .92 nd nd 1.35 .47 od .02 whj1c od .22 .87 nd nd 2.70 .53 nd ? 56 39.Jf red nd .75 4.45 1.25 .04 .74 .02 nd ? 57 39.ld yellow nd .11 .9] nd nd 11.65 . IS nd ? 58 39. le green nd .71 .48 nd nd nd ? od ? 59 39. lc red nd .03 5.23 2.44 ? 4.75 .OJ .03 od 60 39. 11 red nd .44 2.49 .62 nd .96 .06 ? ? 61 39.11 red nd .44 2.35 .54 .02 .73 .03 nd nd 62 39. lg green+yellow nd .53 .83 ? nd .32 .03 ? .02 yellow+grecn nd .44 1.45 .02 nd 6.76 .18 nd nd 63 39.lh red ? .02 1.87 1.26 .09 2.22 .04 nd 
nd rcd +yellow nd .12 1.37 .90 .04 6.31 . 12 ? 

? 64 39.lk red nd .36 2.47 .78 .07 3.12 .OS nd 
? yellow nd .26 1.77 .45 ? 6.27 .12 nd 
? 65 39.lo blue nd .04 .57 .11 ? .30 .04 nd 

od blue+white ? .16 1.08 .07 ? .48 .11 ? 
nd 66 4J.2f clear nd .18 .3 1 od nd nd ? nd 
nd 67 41.2d blue nd ? .33 .05 nd .30 ? ? 

? 68 41.2d blue od .07 nd nd nd .20 .02 ? 
nd 69 41.2g clear nd .62 .58 nd nd .04 .01 ? 
nd iO 41.2f clear nd .28 .53 nd nd od .01 nd 
nd 71 41.2d blue nd .62 .80 .07 nd .50 ? nd 
nd 72 41.2e blue nd .52 .99 .22 .05 .39 ? ? 
od 73 47.3e clear nd .72 1.52 nd nd nd ? nd 
nd 74 47.3e clear nd 1.53 1.38 nd nd nd ? nd 
od 75 47.3e clear nd .84 .91 nd nd nd ? nd 
nd 76 47.3g clear .42 .41 .79 nd nd nd nd nd 
nd 77 47.3g clear .48 .48 .86 nd nd nd ? nd 
nd 78 47.3g clear .54 .53 .87 nd nd nd ? ? 
nd 7'J 47.3g clear .84 .84 1.30 nd ad .01 ? nd 
ad 80 47.3f clear .80 .80 .71 nd nd nd ? ? 
nd 81 47.3e clear nd .56 .49 nd od nd ? nd 

? 82 47.3e clear od .34 .23 nd nd nd ? nd 
nd 83 47.3g clear nd 1.64 1.68 nd nd nd ? nd 

? 84 47.3e clear nd .40 .21 nd nd nd ? nd 
nd 85 47.3f clear nd .41 .23 nd nd nd ? ? 
nd 8o 47.3c clear nd .51 .93 nd nd nd ? nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 
nd 

? 
? 

nd 
nd 
.01 

? 
nd 

? 
.02 
od 

? 
nd 
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Alton An_glo-Saxon cemetery: relationship 
between iron and manganese levels in the 
monochrome beads. 

The beads' opaque appearance was not d 
opaque particles, but simply 10 the intens;"' 10 
colour. Ly or 

Brqwn. The colour of these beads was due t 
combined effects of manganese and iron witho thc 

hd • I '8l3J>. ganese t e onunaot e cmcnt. They had not be, 
opacificd. n 

Clear. The clea! bead~ contained higher levels of 
manganese relauve to 1ron tha.n the other types of 
bead apart from the iron/manganese-coloured brown 
beads (see Fig 13) . None of those analysed contained 
significant levels of antimony, so manganese would 
appear to be the decolourant used, which is 10 be 
expected in glass produced in the PQSt•Roman 
period, at !ea~t in Northern Europe. The absenceo( 
antunony 1nd1cates that Roman glass, which would 
have been antimony decolourised, has not been 
reused in these beads . 

The colourants and opaci6ers present were lhc 
same as those found in beads from Other sites o( 
similar date (Bayley and Wilthew 1986). Antimony 
was present at low levels in a few beads but in nocase 
did it have a significant deeolourising or opacifying 
effect. The most probable explanation for its pre­
sence would seem to be that the cullet used in 
producing some of the glass contained a sn,aU pro­
portion of Roman glass. 

Of the elements detected, zinc and titaniun, would 
not be expected to have had a significant effect on 1hc 
appearance of the beads. Zinc was only present in a 
few beads, all of which contained significant levels 0£ 
copper and it was almost certainly introduced with 
the copper . 

Ti1anium is an impurity introduced with !he sand 
used in the production of the glass. It has t,«n 
suggested that variations in titanium con1en1 b<· 
tween glass beads may indicate that different soul\-.S 
of sand were used in making them. Howercr, all the 
beads analysed in the present work contained e11hcr 
very low or undetectable amounts of titaniun,, SO 
there was no evidence that the beads came from 
more Lhan one source. 

The compositions of the polychrome beads """ 
similar 10 those of monochrome beads of !he saJll' 
colour. Where more than one colour was included !ll 

lained ,n the area analysed, the results could be exp ral 
terms of the combined contributions of -~vc 
glas.,;es each of which had a similar compos,uon 10 

the monochrome beads of lhe same colour. 
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HUMAN BONES - lNHUMATIONS 

bones - Inhumations 
ffwnan B • • h M Rosemary Powers, ntts useum 
by ral History) and DR Broth well, lnsti­
(Natuof Archaeology, University of London 
wee 

skelcio11s varied remarkably in their degree of 
Th~ervation. In many cases soil ~hemicals had pitted 
pre bont removing surface detads and an unknown 
the di of bone cortex. In those worst affect<.'<!, the 
de~ lar ends of the long-bon<.>s were also missing. 
arucu Id L . Therefore, not all the skele!0f!S cou "" measured. 
lb< matrix cleaned off was nu.,ed chalk and darker 
ma1erilll. 

The sex given is, throughout, based upon ana10-
llliffi evidence alone. The measuremenis are given 
as separate cables, in millimetres except whe~e other• 
wise stated. Some features of ,merest are discussed 
more fully below. Details are presented in grave 
order. 

;. Young person or female; distal ends of shafts of 
!,ft tibia and fibula. 

6. Female, aged about 24-27. The remains of the 
skull and skeleton, badly damaged by soil erosion. 
Her teeth show a broad band of hypoplastic enamel, 
indicating poor health during the fifth year of her 
life, and there is an area of spongy bone under the 
femur head (cribra femoris) suggesting more recent 
ill-health. 

1. Male, aged about 24-27. Skull and skeleton. 
There is severe os1comyelitis of the lower back, 
involving at leas1 the uppermost segment of the 
sacrum, and two succeeding lumbars. There is 
mar~ed abscess development in the lower lumbar {at 
leasl) and infection (with new bone development) on 
the anterior aspects of these vertebral bodies. The 
artic1Jlar facets of the neural arch do not appear to be 
aO'ec1ed. Conclusion: possibly tuberculous 
ostcomyelitis (ORB). 

8_. Neonate (new born baby). Fragments of skull, 
nbs and one long bone. 

9. Juvenile, aged 7 years. The main bones and the 
skull ai;c present but damaged. 

IO. No Spc<:imen. 

II. Youth, aged 16 to 18, sex uncertain. The 
~ sacral arch had failed 10 fuse in the midline, 

• very minor form of spina bifida occulta is P<CS<nt. 

~ Af :.Id man, probably 50 or more. He had lost 
and ~d •s teeth, the few remaining were carious, 

nothing bu1 gum 10 bite agains1. 

I!. Fema] 
PlotnoJ e, aged about 20. The upper righ1 second 

ar had erupted palatally, apparently crowded 
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out of its normal position. The vertebral I 
shows two t f b co umn ypes o a normality: a transi6onal 
lumbo-sacral vertebra with a midline cleft fused 
~~e 5l!Crum; and some curious pits in the verieb: 

ies m the lumbar and lower thoracic re • ons 
where they contact the intervcrcebral discs. gi 

14. Fem~le, aged about 23. A small woman, with 
several trunor sutural variations and a paramolar 
cusp on the lower left second molar which is virtually 
a supernumerary tooth. There is a cut through the 
left scapula which may be either an unhealed wound 
or_ caused d~ring excavation. There is a bilateral 
cnbra femor1S. 

15._ l~fant aged 2 years; fragmentary skull and 
mam hmb bones. 

16. Male, aged about 28; remains of skull and 
~keleton. _His palate a~~ left shin show signs of 
mflammauon (penosteius) which may have been 
more ,videspread before soil action destroyed the 
bone surface. 

17. Juvenile, aged 61-7 years. Skull, teeth, one 
humerus, one scapula, and a mass of bone splinters 
representing the rest of the skeleton. Slight, sym­
metrical caries of the deciduou.s molars. 

18. No specimen. 

19. Infant aged 4 years; crushed skull and most of 
skeleton. 

20. Old female, 50 or older. Remains of skull and 
skeleton, with considerable 100th loss. 

21. Old female (50 or older); skull and skeleton. 
There is osreoarthri tis of the vertebral column, 
leading to fusion of two cervical vertebrae (probably 
C4 and CS). There is collapse and fusion of two 
upper thoracic vertebrae, possibly the result of stress 
fracturing. ln view of the rough and unusual nature 
of the bone surface in this region, it may be an 
infective arthritis and not an ordinary degenerative 
form. The few remaining teeth are worn to the roots 
and one has a large carious cavity. 

22. Skull and upper four cervical ver1ebraeonly, of 
a male aged about 25. There are 1wo extensive healed 
wounds on the cranium, probably sword cuts (Fig 
14). This skull is discussed in detail later in the 
repor1. 

23. Female aged abom 35; skull and skeleton. :he 
teeth show several canes cav1ues and an abs<:css. 
There is sligh1 perios1ei1is on the outer asJ)L>Cl of the 
manubrium sterni, cause unknown; and some 
os1eoarthritic changes in the lumbar vertebrae. 

24. Youth aged about 15, _probably male. A 
trian ular 'inca bone' is present u1 the skull, the only 
one i the series. One patella shows a ck>an cur, 
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Fig 14. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: male skull 
from Grave 22, showing healed wounds. 

possibly resulting from a sword-cut across the knee 
shortly before death (if it was not caused during 
excavation). 

25. Old female, aged over 45; remains of skull and 
$keletoo. The remaining clavicle, apparently the 
right, is very ben1, probably the result of an old, 
healed fracture (Fig 15c). The femoral shafts look 
rather bowed, but probably this is illusory (the result 
of differential erosion of the femur bone). Tbc teeth 
are heavily and irreguJar,)y worn, and carious. 

26. Male, aged between 16 and 19; very badly 
prcs,,rved skull and skeleton. There is agenesis of 
both lower third molars. The right lower fi rst molar 
is almost totally destroyed by caries. 

27. Juvenile aged about 10; skull and skeleton. 

28. Infant aged about 18 ooonths; very imperfect 
skull and skeleton. 

29. Juvenile aged 7 or 8 years; very imperfect skull 
and skeleton. 

30. _Robust male_ aged 25 to 30. Only fragments 
rcmam, the skull 1s almost entirely missing. 

31. Juvenile aged about 4 years. The teeth are 
well-prcs,,rved but all the bone is reduced to splin­
ters. 

32• Male agc-d_about 18; skull and skeleton. He has 
an ope,n metop1c suture. 

33. Female aged 50 or more; very incomplete skull 
and skeleton, teeth carious and worn . 

34. Male aged 20; skull and skeleton. Th, . 
partial anodontia, all fourth molars and both re ~ 
second premolars being absent, so it is POSSib~T' 
he was related to grave 36. at 

35. Female aged about 30-35; fairly weU•pri,st ·«1 
but piued by soil action . ."'.here arc early cha~ 
probably due to osteoarthnus on the articulationso1 
the thoracic bodies. 

36. Male aged about 35--40; imperfect skull 8J1d 
ske.lcton. There are early osteoanhritic changes 

00 
the vertebral bodies. Both lower second premolar, 
are absent, apparently never formed, !hough the 
tnird molars arc present. 

37. Youth aged about 16, sex uncertain; the skuU 
and skeleton arc imperfect, warped, and eroded. 

38. No specimen. 

39. Old male with considerable tooth loss, prob­
ably over 50; skull and skeleton. The ttlllllining 
teeth have caries and calculus deposits, only tit< 
anterior teeth being functional. 

40. Imperfect skull and skeleton of an old male 
whose dental condition is even worse than lhat of the 
previous specimen. One molar has been worn down 
to expose the pulp cavity, and also hollowed by 
caries acting from below, which could only happen if 
the junction of the roots was already exposed by 
recession of the gums. One hand phalaoge shows a 
patch of periosteitis, indicating some sort of inf«• 
lion of the finger, but it is too badly damaged to 
diagnose. 

41. Youth aged l(>..17 years; a very imperfect and 
eroded skull and skeleton. Bands of hypoplasia on 
the teeth suggest an illness (or famine?) at ag< 2 
years, followed by several years of ill health. 

42 . Male aged about 30-35. Both skull and 
skeleton are present , but the upper hal_f is far ".'Ort 
eroded than the pelvis and legs. There ,s agenestS of 
all four third molars. The right hip joint is som~what 
deformed by osteoarthritis, though th~ left tS not 
obviouslv affected. There is a low, spmdle•shap«l 
boss of bone in the centre shaft of the left femur, on 
its inner aspect, which is probably a harmless boo:' 
tumour (exostosis) unconnected with the osteoartbn· 
us (Pig 15b). 

• I b:lS An old double fracture of th.e right clavi~e th< 
healed leaving u zig-zag deformtty exaggeraung 
natural curvature of the bone. 

• f ·kull and 43. Female aged over 45; remains o ' art 
skeleton. The teeth a.re very wom and lhercpulp 
dental abscesses due 10 infection of the exposed 
cavity. 
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on. iherc . Table 24, 
Alroll Ang/<>-Saxo11 cemeiery: posr-cranial measuremems of males. 
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A l._ c- ,011 umete,y· cranial measurements of males. 
Tablt 27. All011 ng """" • 
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44. Probably male, over 45; somewhat incompltce 
skull and skeleton. There are osteoarthri1ic chang,,s 
in both lumbo-sacral ar1icula1ions, and !he left hip 
joint. There is a dental abscess due to anritioo 
cxp0sing the pulp cavity. The metopic suturt is 
open. 

45. Robust aduh male; skeleton and some (rag· 
ments of the skull. The right tibia shows a luge 
ostc'Omyeliric swelling involving all the upper hnl( of 
the shaft (Fig I Sa) . 

46. Infant aged 3 yc>ars; imperfect skeleton ~ith 
skull. 

47. Female aged about 35; skull and skeleton, 
badly damaged by soil erosion. 

48. No specimen. 

49. Two individuals, as follows: 
I ) Juvenile, age-cl about 6 or 8 years. Bones of 

left leg and hip only. 
2) Adult, possibly male. Fragments or sk~U, 

pelvis, left humerus and femur. Tbert "i 
large poramolar cubercle on the upper le r 
second molar. 

Fig 15. 
Ahon Anglo-_S~xon cemetery: post-cranial patholo of 
A) swollen t1b1a from Grave 45 tibia· B) r. gy_th 
ostcoma from Gr-ave 42 ; C) clavicle from ~ri;;:~. ~ 5. 

• 
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DENTAL VARIATIONS 

'fhe dental variations (Fig 16) 

d oiched upper lateral incisors, and 
Skew an, ~sps on the first molars and sc.:ond 
Ca19beih s coJars arc common variations amongst 
...,.;duousm,,. d h . h 
""''. British populauons, an occur ere m 1_ e 
ancien~ high frequency. Some_ le~ l'requem vana• 
exp<CI 

I 
occur which may indicate blood rcla• 

lions 3 so ' • d' 'd al • ·1 I f' d . . t,ccwccn the in 1v1 u s sum ar y a ,ccte . 
uonsbip escion of relationship is s1rongcs1 between 
~1~:1s 34 and 36, and bccween 49 (adult) and 

Jt 

Excess teeih (hyperdontia) 

There w, no true supernumerary 1ee1h. There are, 
l,oll'ever, 1wo eases of an extr3 cus~ apparently 
having its own rool and rescmbl~g a simple super• 
oumerary fused on 10 the otherwise normal second 
molar, Although the eases differ in detail, the two 
individuals may have been related. 

Case I: Grave 49. Adult male? Only the left molars 
with the lower premolars and canine remain. The 
extra cusp is fused 10 the anterior buccal cusp of the 
Je/1 upper second molar. l!s root has been destroyed 
by soil chemicals but originally lay parallel 10 the 
adjacent normal root and was lightly attached to i1 
(Fig 16a). 

B 

E 

C 

& 
~ 

'~~ I F',g 16 AI • ton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: dental 
anomalies. A) paramolar cusp from Grave 
49. B) extra cusp from Grave 14. C) mis• 
placed pre-molar from Grave 13. D) lack 
of SU< permanent teeth, Grave 34. 
E) compression form and prc,-molar 
agencsis from Grave 36. 
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Case 2: Grave 14. Female All teeth 
well-marked accessory t~th is fused a~•. ~~e:'nL ~ 
on to the buceal surface of the bucco-dlstal crov. n 
the left lower second premolar •r,.c . cusp of 
J N • • n root 1s complete­
y separate. o other dental anomali= a 

(Fig 16b). " re present 

If these accessory cusps can be counted as a sin le 
anomaly, the frequency is four teeth of 92 possib,e, 
or (l~s a~c.urately' because of post-monem damage) 
rwo md1v1duals affected oui of 29 """•' bi 
observe. y~-

1 e 10 

Naturally missing teeth (partial anodoncia) 

In British populations the third molar is quite fre­
quemly absent or reduced in size. This trait is so 
common that family relationship cannot safelv be 
deduced from it. Two of the Alton series lack all.four 
third ~olai:s (34 ~d 42), and another (26) Jacks 
them 1n the mandible only. Two other individuals 
(16 and 23) have all four distinctly rt'<luced. Thus the 
frequency of third molar agenesis is ten of a possible 
79 teeth. 

Rather less frequently, the upper lateral incisor is 
similarly affocted, but there arc no such cases in this 
companitively short series. However, there arc two 
cases of a (usually) rarer anomaly, namely absence of 
the second premolars with persis1ancc of the second 
deciduous molar. Th.is is a very high frequency for a 
short series and suggests that the individuals wc(c 
blood relations. 

Case I: Grave 34. As mentioned above, this young 
man lacked all third molars. He also lacked both 
upper second premolars, their position being filled 
by rather worn but healthy milk molars. Several of 
the anterior teeth are mo(C widely spaced than usual, 
and slightly irregular (fig 16d) . 

Case 2: Grave 36. This man was ar leas! fifteen years 
older and had lost the milk molars which replaced 
the ,,;issing lower premolars. The size of the result­
ing space and of the contact facets on che a?jaceni 
teeth, is 100 great for premolars. On the left side the 
first premolar had tilted back 10 clo!ie the space, 
before its root had quite finished growing (as can be 
seen by a 'kink' at its tip). This suggests that th~ left 
deciduous molar was shed about its normal u_mc, 
though the right persisted and has left a full-sized 
gap. The upper second molars are of a markedly 
'compressed' form, similar to those of grave 6 (F,g 
16e). 

There arc no case$ of impacted third niolars OJ 
canines which arc the teeth most frequently four 
maleru ' tcd so the one case of misplaced prem? ar 
might :C a j-orm of the developmental anomaly 1us1 

dcscribc.'<I. 
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T • untr woman had no room in 
Case 3: Grave 13 • . lus yo " . hi second prcmo-
1he denial arcade !~r lh~ ~fry r Tgere arc no other 
lar, which erupt.-.. . pa a • 
dental anomalies (F(& 16c). 

c . for second premolar agenesis is 
The frequenf y "ble 92 teeth with one case of thus four out o a posst > 

displacement. 

No evidence indicative o~ blood. relaLionshT ~~:: 
• b ihe other non-metrical vanables note ' 

r;~:in~r .sutural variati~ns and t.~e ~1ein~~:~d:a:i~: 
of metopic suture were noted m . h 
bout the expected number. There was one case ea~ 

~f os inca (one in 23 skulls) and bilateral sp_heno1d 
bones (of only rwo skulls wuh the sphcno1d arc~ 
intact). Of 21 skulls, eight had_ one or more smal 
wonnian bones in the lambdo1d sucure, one case 
being multiple though not _grossly a_bnormal. There 
were no clear cases or ton or the 1aws. 

The popuJatjon shows a fairly even spread of age 
and sex, in so far as these could be dete~mc-d. 
There was one newborn infant, about _ten children 
and six young people in their 'teens', whil~ th~ ~dolts 
ranged from 20 years to five fairly c.ldcrly 10div1duals 
with considerable tooth loss. The adults were almost 
equally divided as to sex. There is no _evid~nce of 
how they djed, though several healed miunes and 
other pathological conditions were found. 

Grave 22. Sword wound and ?pseudo­
trephination (Fig 14) 

Two areas which show bone lesions foUowed by 
healing are present in this man. The largest extends 
across the parietals near bregma, although the 
wound was mainly on the right parietal. The most 
anterior extension or the wound (and its probable 
inflammatory scquelae) is just on to the frontal at 
bregma. 

Although healing obscures some detail, it seems 
likely that the origina.l lesion extended for about 
90mm. From the long and relatively straight nature 
of the lesion, it would seem most likely to have been 
the result of a sword cut. Judging from the angular 
na1urc of the anterior a.nd posterior sides or the cut, 
the direction of the blow was at a fairly Jow angle to 
the skull and from behind. The weapon had con­
siderable impact and cenainly cut down into the 
irmer table of the cranial vault. From the irregularity 
or the margins of the wound, it can be supposed that 
there followed a period of wound infection - then 
Ja1er or healing. This amounted to some bone Joss 
and the 'rounding off' or the originaUy shaucred 
bone •. Also, the possibility that splinters of loose 
bon.e m the wound were removed 'surgically• cannot 
be ruled ou1. 

ln cont':'st '? the long narrow parietal damage, the 
frontal lesion lS far more circular in shape - or at 

leas1 the external margin is. It is positioned at lhc Ioli 
frontal boss rcfio~, and takes the ~orm of a roughJ; 
circular •crater with a maximum d1ametcr of S3rnrn 
The sides of this 'crater' are gently inclined ,,ict" 
although post-mortem damage obscures ceot;al de'. 
tail, it seems probable tha1 there was a smaU perfo,. 
al.ion through 10 the cndocramal surface. Consider­
able healin' bas t'!-'<en place_, and clearly lb.e indi­
vidual survived thrs traumauc episode. Beyond lhc 
external margin or the lesion, there is no m3Iked 
irregularity, suggesting that inflammation must hav, 
been minimal. The question arises wiib this Cronlal 
lesion as to whether it could be the result or an 
intentional trephinc operation. The general circular 
shape certafoly suggests th;s, However, the low. 
angled inclination of the sides or the hole could be 
used to argue against sucb a conclusion. Also, lbcre 
arc various instances in the literature or glancing 
sword cuts which have produced pseudo­
trephinations - rounded holes with low-angled sides. 
Jn view of this, it is difficuh to be ceriain or the 
origins of the frontal damage - CSl)«ially when 
healing has obscured details of either surgical scrap, 
ing or sword slicing marks. 

Cremations, by Rosemary Powers, British 
Museum (Natural History) 

All the bones are fully cremated, pale grey in colour 
with occasional areas of dark grey interior exposed 
by breakage. They are calcined, . fissured, _and io 
some cases distorted by heat. So hnle remams that 
many of the numbered cremations could be 
accounted for as scatter from others unless t!>< 
context indicates otherwise. Judging by lhe quanuty 
of bone recovered, numbers 11 2 and 4 are un­
doubtedly genuine cremations. The status of the ,:est 
must be decided by comparing the follo",ng 
anatom.ical notes with the archaeological contex1 or 
the graves. 

Catalogue of cremated booe 

Cremation I. Adult female, or possibly_ you,! 
SkuU: one tooth root (probably canme) . with ·cul 
canal closed, and fragments of rather thln pan 
bone with an open saginal suture. h ad 
Skeleton: many fragments includjng a femur . e .' 
parts of femur and radius shafts, and diStal exuenu­
ties or two basal toe phalanges. 

Cremation 2. Adult, probably female. nl, one 
Skull: pieces or rather tbm skull vault, 0 a~ttal) 
piece (probably the bregmauc angle or the P 
showing an open suture. d iwo toe 
Skeleton: long-bone including femur, an 
phalanges. All rather fcarureless. 

Cremation 3. Female or youth? sutures-
Skull: two fragments showing traces of open 
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HUMAN BONES - C~ATIONS 

. fragments of small, smooth long-bone 
Skcle10n, 
shafts, 

. 4 Adult male in prime of life. 
C- ~auon • 'th · a d b ,w., 1 fragments w1 open sutures n ro ust 

SkuU: vau I kin s representing all the main bones. 
111usde ,nar f a~t;rior teeth (?canines) with the root 
Two roo_t~~ Fragments of jaws showing that I.he 

nal cJ_,. 
al • g teeth were present: 
fo)lowin --6S432 1 123456 

--654 - 2 1 12 - ---

, ·'t ,nandibular condyle. . 
,...el. '~gments of tibia, femur, pelvis, and 
Sk eton: "" all b A II . 1 condyle of a humerus, ro ust. n ~~sua y 
~ rcsen·ed length of ulna shaft, compnsmg the 
~--~ ,bird of the bone, and several fr.igmcnts of 
band bone (metacarpals, phalanges and one carp3!). 
Sti·ml cervical vertebrae, damaged but rccogrus­
,bl<, including atlas. Neitbertbrt~~ cerhvicals nor the 
mandibular condyle show ar ,uc c . anges. 

Crtmation S. No specimen, 

Crtmation 6. Aduh. 
Skull: one anterior 100th in its socket, root canal 

clo6<d. ' ) • Skde1on: fragments of long-bone and (. pelvis. 

Crunation 7. Possibly but not certainly human. 
More likely an accidental mixture. 
a. Burnt bone, southwest. A minute calcined frag­
ment, probably long-bone. 
b. Many fragments of calcined long-bone resemb­
ling the above. 
c. Burnt bones in centre pit. Six slightly larger 
rragments, one being from a thin skull. Same degree 
of burning as above. 
d. Unburnt bones on 1op of cremation 7 in top$0il. 
Two short lengths of unburot, decayed long-bone. 
One is undoubtedly animal, the other indeterminate 
bu1, if human, it might be a juvenile fibula. 
<. Unburnt bones in southwest post-hole. A similar 
~~, unburot length of long-bone shaft, round 
Ill semon. It is indeterminate, but, if human, might 
lJ< an infant radius, humerus or femur. 

Cremation 8, Adult? Fragments of long-bone 
shaft ~he 1~ickest, undoubtedly femur, are dark 
~ey IDS1de with a white crust, not wrute throughout 
~kc the majority of 1his series. An intrusive fragment 

unburn1 long-bone is also present. 

1 Crtma1ion 9. Human? One cremated long-bone 
~nt, a piece of thin cortex. Probably scaner. 

~rema~n _10. Human. Five fragments of skull, 
r grey 1os1de with a white crust and a long-bone ~•n1. , 

~:~tion 11. UnidentiJiable. Two minute and 
tdiable fragmems, probably scatter. 

Cremation 12. No specimen . 

Cremation 13. No specimen. 
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Cremation 14. Adult, probably male. Two 
groups were presented for study. They arc probably 
parts of ~e same cremation, but the evidence is 
inconclusive. 
a. Bo~~s found omside pot. Skull: three fragments 
of occ1p11al (?) bone showing a length of open 
lambdoid (?) sum.re. Skeleton: many long-bone shaft 
fragments including femur and libia. 
b. Bones i~sidc po1. Skull: four more skull frag­
ments showing some lengths of open suture. These 
are d!storted by heat and impossible to identify with 
certamty. Skeleton: post-cranial fragments including 
I.he bead of a femur or humerus, part of the distal 
condylc of a humerus, the arch of a vertebra sciatic 
notch of ilium, and a 6bula shaft. ' 

, Cremation 15. Unidentifiable, but possibly juve­
nile. 
a. Five fragments, rwo of skull and three of long­
bone with thin cortex. 
b. Burnt bone near cremation. Two fragments of 
similar long-bone. 

Cremation 16. 
a. Six cranial fragments, including a short length of 
open suture, and many long-bone fragments. 
b. Long-bone fragments. 

Cremation 17. Four fragments of long-bone 
shaft, including tibia. 

Cremation LS. Two minute, unidentifiable, bone 
splinters. 

Cremation 19. One fragment of skull with a 
trace of open suture, and six unidcntiJiable frag• 
mems. 

Cremation 20. Either juvenile or senile. Frag• 
ments of both skull and long-bone. The skull 
appears to be very thin. 

Cremation 21. Unidentifiable. Splinters from a 
lol)g-bone, probably all from the d1apbyseal region 
of the same large lo.ng-bone. 

Cremation 22. Human? Th.ree splinters of long­
bone, one being from either a femur or humerus 
shaft. 

Cremation 23. No specimen. 

Cremation 24. Probably adult. Five cr.in.ial frag• 
ments showing open lengths of Lhe Jambdo1d surure, 
and many Jong-bone fragments. 

25. Uru.dcntifiable long-bone frag­Cremation 
mcnts. 
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Cremation 26. Elderly person or possibly_ yofuth? 
f th" skull vault and pos1-<=ramal rag• 

~~:1~~~~t~in:~ length of tibia shaft and possibly 
part of t.be p.11ella. 

Cr • 27 Adult A skull Fragment from emaaon • • · I d 
• and m•ny long-bone fragments me u • near asterion, u 

ing femur and ulna shaft. 

Cremation 28. Unidentifiable. Three minute 
spli.nters. 

Cremation 29. Adult. Fragments, including 
skull vault, patella, and long-bone shafts. 

Cremation 30. Probably cld~rly person or youth • 
Fragments including three pieces of rather 1hm 
skull vauJ1'. and 1wo splinters of Jong-bone. 

Cremation 31. Elderly adult, probably female. 
a. Skull: rather thin and dense skull fragments 
(occipital and parietal bones) with some lengths of 
open suture probably the lamdoid. Part of the left 
mandibular ',amus showing the molar and premolar 
sockets. These teeth were present at death. The 
roots of one molar are present, slightly malformed 
(fused together in a conical mass) . . 
Skeleton: recognisable areas include the odomord 
process of the atlas, the body of another cervical with 
distinct 0s1coar1hritic changes (lipping and degen­
eration of the body articulation) and part of the 
femur 'neck'. 
b. Bones near cremation 3 I, probably part of it. 
Another skull fragment I and fragments of radius and 
humerus (?) shafts. 

Cremation 32. Adult, probably male. Frag­
ments, including skull (split through the diploe) and 
some piecesoflong-bone, probably femur. Althougb 
linle remains, the si1,c s11ggcsts the sex. 

Cremation 33. Four separate packets, all un­
identifiable. There is no1hil)g inconsistent with their 
being scatter from human cremations. 
a. Bu.rnt bone below the nonhwest corner. One 
fragment of lol)g-bone, perhaps phalanx or radius, 
but not identifiable as to species. 
b. Burnt bone in north gulley. A fragment of a 
larger long-bone, perhaps femur or humerus, bm 
001 identifiable as to species. 
c. Burnt bone in north gulley. Three unidentifiable 
long•bonc fragments. 
d. Bum, bone, sieved. Three unidentifiable frag­
ments, two being of long-bone. 

Cremations 34-42. No specimens. 

Cremation 43. Probably human: four fragments 
of crer_na1ed bone, one being probably femur shaft.; 
one piece of long-bone, either humerus or femur 
shaft; and some smaller fragments or long bone. 

Cremations 44-6. No specimens. 

Crem~tioos: ~ report on ~dditionai 
material, by Abson Cameron, Urnvcrsiiy of 
Bradford 

Fourteea samples of human cremated bone not 
available at the time the report by Rosemary Powers 
was wriltcn were cxa~in~ in the laboratory; th~ 
minimum number of mdmdua_ls was estimated as 
fourteen, as none of the crernauons <:onlained more 
than one individual. 

Observations were made fo.r age, bu1 no estima­
tions of sex or stature could be made. No anthropol­
ogy or pathology was noted. The results by indi­
vidual for bone preservation, age and weight of the 
cremation arc given in the cawogue below. The 
.results are summarised in Table 28. 

Demographic results 
There were two middle-aged adults and one old 
adull present in this sample population. No other 
observations could be made. 

1"able 28. Allon Anglo-Saxon cemetery: cremauon, -
addi1ional material, by age and ~ight of human bont. 

Burial 

I 
4 
6 
7 

10 
12 
13 
19 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
4(, 

Age 

middle-aged adult? 

middle-aged aduh 

?old adull 

Weight 

%9g 

Catalogue of cremated bone: additional 
material 

Cremat.ion I. This contai_ned six ~ragm_ents ~ 
bone which could not JlOSIUVel)' be identified 
human. 

Cremation 4. This contained five fragmen!~;f 
human bone. No further observations were posSJ • 

Cremation 6. This contai~cd thirty fragmei;:i5 ~~ 
bone which could not pos,nvcly be ,denofi 
human. 

Cremation 7. This conra.ined one human sJ:ul~ 
vault fragment. No further observations were poSSI 
ble. 

Cl 
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. 10 This contained one human long• 
Crtnl3uon t No further observations were possi-

1,one fragmen • 
bi•-

, 12 Bone preservation: moderate, 
c,emauon • A 'ddl f th individual was present. ge: mt e-

roMt 0d I ebascd on the endocranial sutural fusion. 
aged a u t, 
Weight: 469g. 

·on 13 Tb.is contained ten fragments of 
eremau • , -~ b • probable human bone. No ,um,er o servaoons were 

possible. 

c,emation 19. This contained eleven fra~cnts of 
robable human bone. No further observauons were 

~ ble. 

Near crcmatiop 3 I. This cont~i?cd t~vo l?ng­
bone fragments which were not posiuvely ,denufied 
,s human. 

Cremation 32. This contained one human skuU 
,~ult fragment, probably from an old aduh , base~ on 
codocranial sutural fusion. No further observauons 
..ere pOSSible. 

Cremation 33. This comained seventeen human 
bone fragments. No further observations were possi­
ble. 

Cremation 34. This contained one human skull 
vault fragment. No further observations were possi­
ble. 

Cremation 35. This contained live bone frag­
menlS which could not positivdy be identified as 
human, 

Research Laboratory, based on the molybdenum 
blue_ methoe) of Murphy and Riley 1962. For full 
~etails of this method see Craddock et al fo th . 
mg. r corn 

The results 

The following results of phosphate analysis were 
obtained: 

Sample mg P/ I00gm 

I 35 
2 34 
3 67 
4 67 
5 25 

Comment 

The range of phosphate values in the five samples is 
2~7 mg P/IOOgm, In the absence of further sam­
ples from wb.ich the 'background' P level could be 
assessed, it is not p0ssible to determine whether or 
not these values represent significant enhancements. 
It is not inconceivable that even these apparently low 
values might be erthanced due to the presence of 
cremated bone. 

Samples l and 2 have very similar values (35 and 
34 mg), while the results from samples 3 and 4 were 
identical (67 mg). This suggestS that there are no 
differences between the samples taken from the areas 
of the two cremations (cremations 30 and 33; sam­
ples I and 3 respectively) and the surrounding soils 
(respectively, samples 2 and 4). 

Cremation 46, One long-bone fragment which 
oould not positively be identified as human. Textiles, by Elisabeth Crowfoot 

The phosphate samples, by David 
Gurney, Norfolk Archaeological Unit 

The samples 

Fi,1·• samples were submitt~-d for analysis. The de• 
llils of the samples are as follows: 
L Cremation 30. Soil from centre of hole; body 

deposit. 
l. Cremation 30. Soil from surround inside hole. 
3• Cremation 33. Sample of cremation soi.I, 2in 

below chalk level northwest comer. 
4. C remation 33 square. Sample of soil under 

cremation. South of northwest corner. 
S. Cremation 45. Sample of fiU in northeast corner. 

Method of analysis 

~• sathples were analysed for inorganic phosphate 
ng • method developed by the British Museum 

The identifiable textile remains from the Alroo 
cemetery are small fragments on grave-goods of tron 
and bronze, in which most of the 6br~ have been 
rep.laced by metal oxides. A few surviving fibres 
were identified as probably flax (gl"Jves 7, 16, 37). 

The spinning, wherever clear, is z in both systems 
on all fragments examined. The weaves present are 
tabby (plain weave), four-shed twills, and t~blet· 
weave. Of the tabby weaves, eleven recogmsable 
examples are all medium grade. One, 27 .6, has a 
scrap of simple unreinforced selvC?ge; another fro; 
h c rave 27 .3, shows a patred ?weft thr~ ' 

l e h5:'1' a ~st;kc or repair rather than a dccorauve 
re:tui\ uch as the paired throws at regular intervals 
on a weave from Finglesham grave 203. 

The twill weaves are aU four-shed const)'UC\ion~-
, be seen from such small pieces, 

Seven as ,ar as can h'I 12 S 6 . ' I 2/2 diagonal weaves, w • e one, • • 
are SilllP e . d c of the most 
(Fig 17), is a broken dJamoo weav 



Ta bit 29. All<m Aftil<,-SaXmt U PM~UI)': ,.,:w1.,,u-1aJo,14•. • l<tplaud" 11 ru,d w 1/WU'.11t1' 'f,bns rtplactd by mnal ()~tdts'. The spi.nmng Jir«ll&n "h'f,lmJ rs md1ru1(d ~ 1hr 
ltttm Zand S, ,he prohublt fJXlrp thread bti111 f>]11sud firu. ()-.,.•r1Jll mt"aSMrt'nmlN of 1he bet, frup,t,11$ i,Jr( J!iM1 in (m, uml UIWW (WlflS 111 thrNds per""'• rxr,p, whru 
Otlttrwis, SUJlcJ. "' .. 
CmJoo~ 
~umbtt 

Objtt, POfidon M Fibff 
objc..~ 

Si>I• \X\('lt~ Coulll Mcuuttindll Coi1unt:nu 

7,3(M) Buckle On thllpt ? t-1u zr, T11bby 66 on Smm 2.2 X 0 ,$ L;ayen. 1u {l)lds;~ ntn ~l'I 

9.l(F)u) Kttift Nt:u td&" Rcpboed "/)Z T,..,, - T""" 
9.3.-4 Purse n.our1,, ring R,..- z - - 0.:u:rio.~ntN 

11.,l(t-) fe mig On""" Rtpi.«d z Titrc111b Wound MJJM.I Mll, 
iAOSC Krap ll) Rtpb«d Z>Z l rl 1w11l 16 im Sfmr1 o..s )( o.s 

11,,Sa N buck.k- lu()p 0.1 fnipn<ntf a) RcplaNd :oz l/l 1will 6,6 On 5 mm 0.6 '.'I o., 011fivc~ 
'ricd roon4 $Cr.tp l«rl;a«d 7. Tbr,;iJs 2, wowd ,3 1imcs 

II.Sb ft buckle loop b) Rtplx<d l)l Tabby 10.8-9 2.5 X I.I 1£,-cn 'i'll'I, l>pC'n. Wtlf.\~ 
1a) R<:pl~ 7/l rl'will r ISrll-13 , 2.0 >1. 1,.i Fin<- thrc~► 

IZ.l(F) Sa\i«r brooch Pio at1acllm(nt Rtplx<d z Tbrc-M.h - - Roond; ? b(aJ SUif\& 

On pin Rc-pbocd 7/1., 1 - Fine d~ wca,~. iUtCace 
d.un11g,:J > 

12.2 Saucer brOOt!fl Pin au:aduntnt R'l'boNI s. z 11lre;iJ$ - FUI<" '=i 12,M KC)'5' and knife Otwsidt a) RC!pbccd ?.f/, 8~n 17-1$,1(>..l7 1.4 X 2., (FIA 17) Fine ~n •})in 
d:iamood 1will ~ 

Other side b) Rcp~ 'l.JZ .212 Twdl 10-12, 10 - °'=1et'°'11tcd; l~ IQ1her 
tvmg Q.~~ ~ 

14,3(1') Fe pin All a!Oflg 1) Rcpbet.'11 Zi'l ll2 T.,..,U - - ~, ,w.rfacc poor s 14.S Pc kllirc On b,Jadc. b) Replaced 7JZ m..,, - - 1h~•; Jothct St'faPS 
16.l(M) l~c, tword From hill ?Flu zrt Tobl,)• 16-U-14 l.j X I.I Uac\-C:O 5pin, givi.iQi llln'lhj "" W<(I lim'$; ~\'\' )ook. ,. 

di.lg()nll pull !: 
B.J(P) Sau«r brooch R. On Pl" a) Rcp&pd 7.12, Spl)' rrahle1 t 1 ,...,•ish:{on 5mm) I.O x 1.2 Fine •jt;dt cr1d pro1.NdlQS (rum 

"' t•·ilst$ .., 
ll. Z Sau,w brooch L Pin auachmct11 Rtpa-d Z. SPly iPlliit . L c l .Scin S<ICt thtddi round, one ~ ZplyZ cro,smg at e11d 

Z.l .10 Girdle bangt:rs Oot $haft b) Rcpbccd Wlll Twill $,6 on Smm - $,(IUII -a~.u. all a.long r-
N.Z(M?) Fe bticklc On k>op Replaced z. Of s. - - Tra..-n .,.,'Q,,·e~ lca1hcr ~ Zply 
27.l(FJul F, bud<lt One ·side ring Rtplaet'd zrl T,bl,y 6.'7 oo 5mm l ,S x- 0 .7 R,·ea sp..n, W(ll\'C-i oo, purcd "' thrc-a.d wd1 ~ 27.6 Fe rinii. O,.npielc rmg Replaced ZfL n'abby 6.'7 (l,11 Sinm o.s x 0.S Simple sd,-ed;gc ,. 

Anolhtt rinit R,ploted Zply Siring - - Fragments -.; 
29.IUuJ Ft knife Ooc side R,pl,"'1 Zl'l Tabby IWIO 3.3 x 1.0 Rinhcr oprn wc:i,'t "' 

Other ~idc Rtplac-td 7/1, Tabby 6S u~ 5mm o.s x 0.$ Probably same Wtll\'(' 

ia.l<F> P-c sharrenct Nw ffld loop a) Rcpla«d ZI'/, ?Twill 6'6 on Smm M ,0.1 tmpm.sions 
)).2 F, loop Replu.:cd 7JZ ?Twill - - Dam:igt'd Surfa"" 
)JS Ft 1)b b) Rtpla«<I vz Tabb)· U/8 (-4 oo 5mm) J.8 X 2,0 Look open .,.,"'tJ''<', imptt:S,Siom 
)5.2(F) Bunoa brooch Pin •m•chmen1 R,p,- 7. Thrc-~b - - Q»..n;c. )bead thrtlld 

At pin~ Rtplac<d VZ YIWill - 0.7 X 1.0 fil'I<, surface d:unaged 
36.l(M) Spmbtod On ~a{t Rcplaeed - Tabby - . Tiny scnp,: • .spin O'-'l cl~u 
37.1(>) Buuoa btoo<:h Pibcu only i'FI~ - - . No 1c-.x1jl,e prettn•cd 
)7.6 Fe buddc, Pi.n R(1))accd 'U/, Vl twill -ll-l on 3mm 0.J X 0.J Tilly tff,_ d,ar; lnll.'n 
40.l(M) SpetrheaJ ORbbdt Rtpi,«d 1ztl. ,.,..,, t.cr..i Oft Smm OS x O.S ·rn11:n 

On .-.od<.e1 Re-pl_xed 'i,P. - - - \l1e,,~, CQCI~ thrtids 
.. , .7b(J...) Fe- b:u iwo pieces R<- - - - T~. ?IHLbcr 
41 .7c Pt t'lo'tti('f$ a) Rcpb0ed ZIZ 2/2 twill, 1 pik 616 on Smcn )-I Z.J. x 0.tl U~-en. Joou- WCil•'C:: 111 pbw:c, 

111f,• per c 1n, 1'oop,;, md.s broke" 1tuuds 
"""'':\ ~m1n apan ( 67) 

•U.7d Pe- fr.cinn~ 0a all picc6 h) i«p~ 2/'L lll lw,J.I 7,t._ ~mm 1,0 x I. I ()pc-(1 ,o•c-.": o,,.,. .. ~ s 
thl't'<td a r91W'cd,Pt 

•U') , , Cl' bu<'.\tkr i,1,.,. 0,n «'-" !'COP bl ~r,,l~'"N ;,/ 4 T .. 1,b,· ll l ll U; '""") I O ,;. 0 . ) l.ot"'<''"..,......, 
<I.S 'lb(M\, St!.\cW , .. (ro,fi _ .......... ~ ....... ,,, , c.,;.rw- .,......... ...,.,. .. ,e 
...., , 1 ( 1>) - o<• · l>(,""',l, ,,"''-'' ...... k,.-.,..., .,_,., .......... ,. , 7 ~ -- ' ·'""'' ..,. .. " o• s ,, ..... , ·--· ... -......... _ .. , .......... ~· .. -~·-- ;::· ..... ~ ,.,, ... _ , ..... _J •••• , ... 

.,.....,!,,1.l""u ---·- ... ,.._$!'' -- -... -, - - .. , _ , ... if, .... 

-- -- -~- ·-~P' >'' • --~-0i'.ii~"X~~»,.,,,, •• 
"it ';\J~!i\\~j~\\ • "--~~~ 
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Th1CTILtiS 

Altoo Anglo-Saxon cemetery: broken 
diamond rwdl paltcm, 12.5 and 12.6. 
Sbided areas clearly preserved. 

69 

popular Anglo-Saxon pattern (CrowfOOI 1983 418-
22). hs posuion on the keys trc suggcs1s tha1 i1 ::Omcs 
from a woman's gown, though with us fairly fine 
ncar~,·cn coun1 (17-18116-17 threads per cm) and z 
spinning i1 could be of flax (Crowfoot 1983, SH12, 
422, SH 1938, 466-7). One coarser 1wt11, from an 
iron bar, 41. 7b, is a loose uneven weave, "ilh 1n<cs 
of broken thread ends and loops; while th= may be 
simply the result of damage before oxidisation, they 
appear 10 be spaced regularly, and 10 lie in l'O\\'S 

c5mm apart, which suggest the Sl)l<cd pile or a cloik 
or coverlet, as at 8ans1cad Down and Sutton Hoo 
(Crowfoot 1976, 69-70; Crowfoo1 1983, ~26-8). 

T ra= or tabkt-wcavc on one of a pair of 
brooches, 23.1, the only example pracrvcd here of 
this technique, probably come from a dccorauvc 
braid at the neck of a woman's gown 

Threads wound round iron rings ( 11.4) ha,-c: been 
rioted in O!ber cemeteries (for example F"inglcsham, 
graves 35, 144; Portway East, Andover, gm-c: 67) 
and could be decorative, though perhaps repair, or 
covering rough edges, is more hkely . 





Chapter S 

Catalogue of Graves 

1nbwnations 

'fbcgtal'CS were irregular in _shape, and the measure­
ments given on the second hne of each entry are the 
maximum length, width and depth as cut into the 
dltlk. The position of the skelemn was, usually, 
supine with legs straight and arms fairly straight 
.-iib bands on top of the femurs or on the pelvis. 
Aoydil·ergeo1 position is noted. The term bronze is 
ml in its conventional sense. 

GRAVE 1 (rigs 22 and 43). Male, c9.S0
• 

Jf16io x 2ft 9io (2.29m x 0.84m). 
On riib1 side, left arm bent, right arm straight, with 
bmd in front of pelvis, legs slightly hem. Bones not 
111ilable; a full set of teeth visible on a photograph 
s,;ggtm a ,oung man. 

I. StDOrd. Remains of iron pommel with curved 
""ti irace of upper guard. No radiograpb available. 
L8J.lcm, width 4.5cm. On edge, alongside and at 
tht bock of the body. 

1._ Sfltarhead. Long, narrow blade, L 34.6cm, 
WJdlh 2.4cm,_ plus socke1 fragment with one rivet, 
IOO a pro1ecuon possibly a rivet but not extending 
>:<OSS socket, L 5.9cm. 

!:.: Sf1tl1rheal Leaf-shaped blade, angular join to 
.,~, socket w1th rivet. L 22cm. 

~d 3 iogeiher well above the floor in the corner of 
8Jti·e behind the skull. 

{. a Sn· I 
ffi ... 6• "d boss. Convex dome spike top nar-
·= ange • h fi ' ' dunagt,! wn ve knob-headed rivets. The top was 
lllC!tr 12 ;J>lil an~ :>Quashed in, before burial. Dia-

• cm, original height c7em. 

b. Two c d. P,P,cacb wi h ~pan mg end fragments of a strap 
t rivet. L 4.2cm, 4.6cm; width 2.2cm. 

Ii aiid b L-. 
uct.ween femurs. 

c, d. Two convex iron disc-litaded riveu with 
traces of bronze on both sides. Diameter 2.7cm 
Position not known. • 

S. Bro11ze reciangular plate. Fastened by four rivets 
to a back plate. Front decorated by a border of 
double dot stamps and another row in the middle. 
1.7cm x 1cm, to hold thickness of material I.Smrn. 
In front of right femur. 

6. Knife. Two fragments, blade L 12.8cm, 1ang L 
6cm. Groove visible along back of knife, and X-ray 
shows a separate strip dmm wide welded the length 
of the back. ?At hip near sword, or by left band. 

GRAVE 2 (Figs 7, 22, 23 and 43). Male, 62°. 
8ft Sin X 2ft 8in X 1ft 6in (2.S7m X 0.81m X 
0.46m). 
Skull right, rigbt arm bent with hand in pelvis. 

I. a. S'IJ)()rd. Gilt bronze strip border 10 front of 
scabbard mouth, si~ horizontal decora1ive ridg?· 
Width 1cm. Fleece lining 10 scabbard. No radio­
graph available. L 90.8cm, _width 4.6cm; tang 
11.5cm. On edge, along left side of body. 

b. Yellow translucent glass disc bead with oval 
perforation. Diameter 2. 1cm. 

c Very light green translucent glass disc bead 
decor~ted with white u-ails, five circumfere0ce •:~ 
zigzag top a.nd bottom. Diameter 2.7cm. ;! from 
only shown on grave plan by the blade, c2 . ' 
end of tang. Position of o1ber bead not kno""· 

..1cd blade incurved 
2. Spearliead. Broad, corruo- . lit socket 
near tip, the lower pi•~• on ~1•tft~C: Right of 
with rivet visiblc on radiograp • • • • 
skull. 
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3
. a. Spearhead. Angular blade, split s-0ekc1 with 

one rivet. L 24.1cm. 

b. Fe,rule. Conical, L 9.6<:m. 

3a in top right comer of grave, 3b between the feet. 2 
and 3a above floor level, 2 probably, I 0cm above and 

3a cl 5cm above. 

4. Bro11J1e-bo1111d bucket (plate Ifb). F~ur vertical 
bands (WO holding the handle and two ,nterverung 
on opposite sides decorated with three bosses at 
intervals and borders of repoussi dots, fastened to the 
bucket by rivets and folded over 10 the inside at top 
and bo11om. On one of these shorter bands there is 
additional decoration of a diagonal cross at the 
bottom. The 1wo vertical handle bands are decorated 
only with three repo,.sse bosse.s and fold lUlder the 
bottom of the bucket. At the top they are squared off 
above the rim and re-inforced by two additional 
bands matching a short vertical band inside. These 
are pierced by a rivet on which the handle swings. 
Near tbe top of one there is a scratched design. The 
handle consists of two layers of bronze, one thick 
and one thin, of which most of the thin upper layer is 
missing. A U-sectioned edging 10 the rim is fixed by 
the fold of two of the uprights and by two folded 
tabs, one near each handle upright. Fragmentary 
wood remains: yew, Tax,.ssp. Diameter top 13.5cm, 
diameter bottom 14.2-14.8cm, height 12.8cm. At 
top middle of grave. 

5. a. Shield boss. Dome slightly convex with 
carination, small bu11on top, wide flange with prob­
ably six disc-headed riveis. Squashed and damaged 
before burial. Diameter cl6cm, height ,8.5cm. 
Between the knees. 

b. Fragmentary strap gnp, L 13cm. 

c. Disc-headed rive,, diameter 1.4cm. 

d. Rivet with square rove. I <:m x I cm. 

Positions of Sc and d not known. 

6. Bronze !weezen. Decorated by three pairs of 
transverse lines, grooves on the looped end and 
nicked . edges. L 13cm. Right chest. In private 
possession. 

rivets visible on X-ray. 3.5cm x I 8- 1' 
remains on both sides. • ""· ••tilt 
Reconstruction Fig 7. 

8. Two iron shaft fragments, circular in . s«tion: 

a. Curving at one end, L 3cm. 

b. Straight, L 2.7cm. 

A long object shown on the grave plan (top Jef di 
may represent 7 or 8. 1 

C!l) 

This grave also contained cremation 44 in a R 
pot. Oma,, 

GRAVE 3 (Figs 24 and 43). c1084. 
7ft x c3ft (2. 13m X 0.91m). 
Part skull an~ lower leg fragments only, the rest of 
the bones bemg re.moved when grave 4 was d 
across it nearly at right angles. ug 

I. Tall pedmal por (plate llc). Double line neck 
decorauon, seven shallow vertical bosses each bord­
ered by double lines. Fabric I. Height 17.7cm, 
diameter mouth 9.5cm, diameter foot 7.5cm. Left or 
skull. 

GRAVE 4 (Figs 24 and 43). Male, c5°. 
7ft x 3ft 3in (2.J3m x 0.99m). 
The gr~ve cut across grave 3 nearly at right angles, 
destroymg most of grave 3. Skull right, left arm 
slightly bent, away from body. 

I. Spearhead. Lozenge blade, split socket with 
rivet hole, L 32.1cm. 

2. Small spear or dart. Leaf-shaped blade with 
slight mid-rib. Split socket, rivet hole in decoratil-e 
groove between cwo narrower grooves. L 14.3cm. 
1 and 2 together, right of skull. 

3. a. Shield boss. Convex dome, spike top, slight 
ca~ination, narrow flange, five knob-beaded ri1~1s. 
Diameter 12.9cm, height 7cm. 

b. Srrap grip, widening ac ends, L I I.San, 
Outside righc elbow. 

7 · a. Curving irot1 fragment. ?Part of buckle loo L 1.7cm. p. 4. Knife or seax. Angled back, curved cutting edge; 
organic remains on 1ang. L 27. lcm, width 2.6cm • 

. hb. Flat iron ba11d, narrowing at one end and 
wn two rivers. 3.5cm x 1.3cm. 

5. Knife fragment. Organic remains on tang. L 
8.9cm. 

c. Flat iron band fra 'th • 
2.5cm x 1.4cm. gmtnl wi two rivets. 4 and 5 cogethcr, bcrween left arm and bodY· 

d. End of ?bo11e and • b l I 
widening 1o D-scctio . mm •. 1 Pate. ?Bone 

n, nveted to uoo plate, two 

6. An iron shield disc appliqul (diameter 2.Scm}"iis 
kept associated with the po! 3.1, buc may come rom 
grave 4. 

GR,\ VB 6 (fig, 
6ft Jl)in )( 3ft X 

dl(tt were 
,Ii (boll8bl lil-
i:at• tJ,4-27. 
[ellllllS· 

sNnrht11d, 
1• '::!,able 
ord, l"":'f sh ' 
T1'CCS o a 
ll)cnl- To righ_t 
lloOr an<l stopu 

l. K-if•• Cull 
~phsh• 

"" wood, po! 
point down. 

In 611: 
J. fi1t duck 
!ol carination, 

()nt olhef 1/i,, 

GRAVE 7 (Fi 
1ft Sin X lfL 
0.46m). 
Skdtton tightl 
i.1t with left ar 
so lhat right k 

I. Sp,arl,..-ad 
oo lhe right. 
li!ht hand fac 
ii, IOCktt. L . 

I. Km/t. Bo, 
riglu (o,,arm. 

l. 81itklt. ~ 
!Git fastened 
~ands 
~ trossing 
~-

l. U~balud 
Imm sides. E 

lllartoat JJQ!C 
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Young pers"n or female, c41°. 
GRAVE J· grave was under the bungalow, only the 
M0s1 of ~ing visible. 
leg bO!l<S 

~
5
Rt VE 9 (Figs 25 and 43). Female juvenile, aged 7, 

4ft 4in X 2ft 3in X 1ft 7in (1.32m X O.69m X 
O.48m). 

E 
6 

(figs 24 and 43). Male, c24-27, 84.5°. 
GRAV x 3rt x 1f1 4in (2.O8m x O.91m X O.41m). 
61110,n were 00 back teeth, an advanced age 
As t"' ht liJ<ely by the excavator. Bone report: 
::,le ~£4-27. $Kull to right, bands on top of 

fdllurs. 
S ,irtad. Angular, split socket_ with transv7rse 

1: "'°robable inlaid ring on each right hand wmg. 
(ll'CI, P · F • • k L of ash remams, raxrnus sp, 10 soc et. 
::.s To right and :"'lead _of skull, 2in (5cm) above 

600, and sloping w11b porn! up. 

1 
Knife. Cutting edge curves to point, blade worn. 

~diogr,,Ph shows blade welded to back. On t~ng 
DOC wood, possibly horn. L 15.2cm. Left waist, 

point down. 

In fill: 
l. five thick grey sherds.(fabric 4), including face1-
1ed carination, at head 610 (15cm) deep. 

()nt other sherd and S amian fragments. 

GRAVE 7 (Figs 2S and 43). Male, c24-27, 3S5°. 
1ft iin x 1ft 6in X 1ft 6in (I .6Sm X O.46m X 
0,,\61lJ). 
Skeleton tightly fitted into narrow grave. On right 
ide with left arm slightly bent; both knees drawn up 
so that right knee was 1ft 2in (35.5cm) above floor. 

I. Sptarhead. Angular, stepped planes, the lower 
oo the right. Probable traces of ring inlay on each 
right hand face. Remains of ashwood, Fraxinus sp, 
in socket. L 23.9cm. Lying on the face. 

1. Knife. Both sides curve to point. L 22cm. Under 
right forearm. 

l. Buckle. Iron loop and tongue , bronze double 
plate fastened by two rivets. Decorated by nicked 
~ers and stamped dots in diagonal cross with a 
~um crossing hoe. L 7 .2cm. Mid-waist under left 
,orearm. 

~ Un_baked clay cube containing specks of chalk. 
m s•des. Beside top of skull. 

Charcoal patch under right ribs. 

Skull right, bands on top of femurs. 

I. Beads: 
Glass a. 2 disc, rust red 

b. 3 disc, yell()w 
c. I disc, olive green translucent 
d. I disc, dark olive green translucent 
e. I disc, dark green 
f. I disc, white 
g. 3 disc, black 
h. I armular, blue translucent 
1. 20 annular, dark blue translucent 
J. I annular, dark blue translucent (double) 
k. I melon, black 
I. I disc, light green translucent rust red 

swirls , 
Under left hand and some under pelvis. 

2. Knife. Narrow blade, part of tang missing, L 
12.3cm. 

3. Iron purse mount. Fragment, remains of buckle 
in middle, L 6.8cm. 

4. Jro11 ri11g, diameter 4cm. This may have been a 
ring brooch or buckle as it appeared 10 have a cross 
pin when excavated. 

2-4 together at left waist; 2 and 3 lying parallel to 
each other, on top of 4. 

GRAVE 10. c95.5°. 
The foot of a west-east grave was located, I ft 9in 
(O.53m) wide, 1ft 9in (O.S3m) surviving length, 
depth 1ft (0.31m). 
The end of a leg and toe bones were visible. Most 
was in the next garden and permission to excavate 
was refused. 

GRAVE 11 (Figs 2S and 44). Female, 16-18, 95.S
0

• 

7ft x 2ft 3in x 1ft !Oin (2.13m x O.69m X O.56m). 
Skull right, right hand beside femur, left hand on 
top of objects on top of left femur. 

l. Iron pi11 with a flat, rolled bead. L 12 cm. At neck. 

2. K11ife. Straight back, curved blade, probably 
horn on tang. L I 5cm. 

3. Perforated bronze coi11. Regular Antonnian.us 
cAD 275-93 (identified by p E Curnow, HBMCE). 

4. Iro11 ri11g, ends overlapping, Diameter 3cm. 
i~AVE 8 (Fig 43). New-born baby, 88°. 
s~tri x lft x 6in (O.69m x O.31m x O.15m). 
fn~~ents of skull at west end, and other bone 

S. a. Part O'IJ(l/ iro11 loop, diameter 4on. 

b. lron fragments of O'IJ(ll burkle loop, tongue 

and plate. L 4.3cm. No finds. 
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6
_ Thtn 1,- Ju, "nh ccntnl perforation Dia• 

meter 3.7cm. 

7 Bron.rt Roniarr cocn, pcrfora1cd. MaJ<nnian 
GaJcnus Follis AD )0}-5 (identified by P E Cur-

now, IIBMCEJ. 

2-7 were all under the left hand, partly on top ofkft 
femur and partly inside left femur. 

In fill, 
S. Flat clral• dis, . DJJlllleter 3.2cm, 0.8cm thick. 

Wt of skull . 

One Roman shtrd also found 1n grave fill. 

GRAVE 12 (l'igs 26 and 44). Female, probably 50 or 

older, 78.5°. 
An old man probably 50 or more according to the 
boor report. Lo-..cr jaw III srru slightly left; the skull 
fallen backwards and 10 left. 

I. G1l1 bronze wuctr broo<h (plate Id). Central 
knob 1n a~ ring surrounded by a zone of seven 
spirals, each wi1h a beaded spur and an outer, 
coand) beaded border. A double lug with remains 
of iron spring and stub of pin catch at the back with 
scpara1e pin catch mend. Diameter 4.5cm. 

2. Gilt bronze 111uttr brooch, pair 10 I. Pm catch, 
double lug and rcmams of iron pin al back. Diameter 
4.5cm. 

3. Foldtd bronzt conical tubt. Remains of iron 
suspension loop through perforation at narrower 
end . ~robablc 1raccs of wood round an iron core at 
the ,.,dcr end. L 8. Ian. Mid..chcst with I to righ1 
and 2 to left. 

4. 8,ads: 

1· Amber a. 2 srmll, roughly-shaped 
b. I wedge-shaped 

Glass c. 2 cylmdcr, black coiled 
d. I cyhnder' blue u·,uuluccnt drawn 
e. 1 globular, colourless drawn 

On chcs1. 

~; Amber I wedge-shaped 
w. Amber a. 5 wedge-shaped 

Cryml b. I disc 
At left waist. 

5. Iron nni holding two ltty ( mems loo . 
and one iron nNttd tab 0 . rag ped o,er, • iameter nng 6cm. 

6 K " • · ,.,,,. Both sides cur,,e 1 on mng. L 12cm. 0 point, prob:lbly born 

5 and 6 IO¥Cthcr OU( 'd I r 
,·cn,ally aloo&'ldc '!/ e I hand , the ring >landing 
key, extending hori~on:'::t!Je of the knife and the 
tlM: q. Y and downwards under 

7. Iron pin . End curled over 10 ~ 
9.9cm. Between ngbt humerus and ~:' head. L 

In fiU: one shtrd, fabric 3. 

GRA_VE 13 (Fig 44). Fcrmle, c20, Ill° 
6ft 3tn x ~ft x 1ft 7~ (1.91m x 0,91m ~ 
Skull looking down right; right banJ 0.4,._ 
left hand beside pelvis, left knee bcnon lop fC!lllu I OUtwant, ' 

No finds. 

GRAVE 14 (Pigs 26, 27 and +I). Fcmak 
5fl 9in x 2ft IOin x I ft 6in ( t. 75m t 0

23
• 2'r 

0.-16m). .86m • 
The head of the grave was very near the bed 
must have protected it from distu,t!c:

11
1di 

plough mg, for the head was covered by eh lk 1 ~ 
dft (0.31m) high. Upper pan of body~ umPI 
!kull sl~ghtly right, left arm slightly bent ,.11: ~ 
m pelvis, left foot placed over right foot. 

I. Bronu quou brooch (plate fj). Tinned 00 
surface, thin sheet, slightly shclv,ng inner and Wip 
border of rough notching 10 imi1;,e ~~~ 
looped through perforation. Ownttcr 3.6an.' pa 

2. B~. ~I brooch (plate lk ,. Pal! to 1, 11. 
bcadmg ,mnauon more successful. Diameter 3.6cm. 

3. Iron pin. Slightly cur"cd, shepherd's m 
head . L 10.7cm. 

4. Glass l,o11/e ltt(/t fragmnu, blue-green, ~ 
L 3cm. I and 2 were lying near each 01hcr, 1 abot, 
2, face downwards on the iron pin on Ull) of dir 
breast bone. 4 was nearby. 

5. Knrfe. Bot.hedges curve 10 point, probably ban 
on_ tang. L 13.5cm. Lying horizontally tt nisi, 
poml to left. 

6. Black burnished cannated ""'1J. fi!,n.: I. 
height 12cm , maximum diamc1cr 14cm. 

In fill : a number of sherds, mostly at a high lc"d" 
foot and south side of gra,·c. 

7. a. One thick /,,Jse fr,1pr,t111, fabric 5, !di • 
neck. 

b. One Oat-topped nm shrrd, fabric 3. 

CRAVE 15 (Fig 44). lnfam, 2, 182°. 
3ft 9in x 2ft 6in x 1ft 71n (I 14m " 0.76ai • 
0.-ISm). 
~ . -~-

s grave was under a brick rcwn1og "" • 
complete cxcavauon was possible. CrcflUlll>Cl ~ 11 

right foot of gra,·e is btcr, and '"" dug pat1lv lllla 

«I»· S1.:tl 
~~lcCSsh! 

.., i.,ilS 
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INHUMATIONS 

fill Skull 10 left, both arms slightly bent 
iJ,c gill'" 1' • slightlv flexed to right. 
Jl)d !,otb egs • 

)lo 6nd1. 

GRAVE 16 (Figs s, 27, 28 and 44; plate Ill). Male, 

1~• Oin355\ 4rt 6in x 3ft 2in (2 .39m x 1.37m x 
711 I 
0.91m). ve was roughly cut and deep, disturbing 
1'ht ~:n 46; the feet rested on the incline of the :r but the incline at the bead end had been 

'· ·eh· hollowed out IO the floor so that the 
!<k<~ea,is could rest on a Bat surface. Skeleton on 
:;: side, some bo~es well pres_erved, others corn• 
pietdy missing, eg right hand. R,ght ru:m Ill fro_nc of 
body, left hand in pelvis, both legs mchned 10 right. 

I a, b. SV,vmJ. Brom.e pommel with ineurved 
~cs an<J bole a1 top. Bronze sleeve at each end of 
giip leaving space 1cm at top end and 0.9cm at 
boltom for guards. Organic material covering grip, 
and ?iwo layers of replaced textile frd!,'lllCnts on 
pommel. Possible remains of l~in iron sheet on 
under side of lower guard. Remains of scabbard on 
bbdc. X-ray shows four rows of pattern-welding, 
~temately straight and diagonal lines, double layer. 
L 92cm, width Scm. Across lower part of body, 
pommel on left elbow and point by right knee. 

l. Silver gill buckle with triangular plate (Frontis• 
pittt). The loop is decorated with chip-carved 
triangles on the front, and niellocd diagonal Jines 
bthind, with niello lines between and bordering the 
triangles. Six rows of twisted gold filigree (pseudo• 
plait) arc iniened in two recessed panels in the top. 
Th<toogue is shaped, with a shield base inset with a 
white shell ring and four triangular cloiso11s sur­
rounding a circular garnet. Shaky straight and step• 
!liaped rells contain garnets with a gold trellis back­
groood. The triangular plate folds over the loop and 
bas 1•-0 lateral and a terminal dome-headed rivet. A 
rowofcoarse_beaded filigree borders the whole gold 
::ipla1e. Five rows_ of finer twisted filigree form a 

chi frame to the shield, and terminate each end in 
:...i~rved s~apc (Fig Sd). At each side a bird's 
F'nt wn_h CUfl'~og bes!< and gan_lCI body (Fig Se). 
th, 11)\\s or twisted filigree remam in one border of 
th, 10

~-A pattern of two interlacing animals fills 
~ (Fig Sa-c), the background gold sheet in 
of~topped repo,issi, surmounted by three rows 
t,,v each _filigree, the ooiddlc one coarser than the 
lilt, Out~'t. The plate IS defective and 1wo silver• 
bot.Jc, 1 . ds are fastened across the plate and 
th, ~ our rivets in the longer band and three in 
!late, ~;r~:nd. The middle rivets pierce the back 
'l>lhtr • outer rivets are free, although a small 
1\c,e ;:rs on the rivets of the shorter band. 
~ on h either have been two corresponding 
riretcd 

0
~ te b~ck, now ooissing, or the ba.ods were 

IIIUSthare~ e leather belt. These fluted bands 
0 a second me.od, and the gilding is in 

75 
much better conditio h 
buckle. n t an that of the rest of the 

The back of the hollow r • d 
triangle shows a pair of em~1ts~ ~rders of the 
position of the longer fluted bandnvet oles near the 
mend. Just below the hole on on;s~~edo~bt 3!1 earlier 
Stump in the raised , _ d • ' t ere IS a rivet . uvr er' and a correspond· h 
~ the back plate. Near the other band htng ole 
S d .• • . , on I e same 
, e, .... ,ere ,s a rivet hole in the - - d 

corr~ d' h • uvr er and a --~n mg ole Ill the back plate. Each of th 
three nvets under the dome heads has c 
washer. All. of the from of the silver pan: 

0
}m~U 

buckle are g~lded except the niellocd back half of :h~ 
~P· The filigree and back plate in the panel and the 

igree at the base of the tongue arc red gold • 
~olour. The filigree on the loop and the borders is•~ 
hghter yellow. L 10.7cm. Under left forearm and 
sword. 

3. Trian~lar gilt bronze strap mo11111 with a slot and 
corresp~ndmg back plate fastened by three ri,•ets. 
Decoratton by three pairs of ring stamps and dot 
St~mps near one rivet. L 2.3cm. Thickness of mat­
erial accommodated nearly 3mm. Under the buckle. 

4. Knife. Back curving near tip. Defective each 
end, L I I. 1cm. Under left forearm. 

5. Spearhead. Lozenge-shaped, stepped blade 
right side depressed, split socket with iwo rivets and 
two sets of decorative grooves. L 26.4cm. 

6. Spearhead. Angled blade, split wcker. Socket is 
corroded but radiograpb shows six equally-spaced 
denser lines across, which probably indicate decora• 
tion. L 20.4cm. 

5 on top of 6 together behind skull near the corner of 
the grave. 

7. a. Shield boss. Convex cone, knob 1op, vertical 
waist, narrow Jlange with ?five knob-beaded rivets. 
Diameter 13.4cm, height I 1.2cm. 

b. Narrow strap grip, widening at ends, one 
end defective, L 12.3cm. ln line with c, d and e. 

c•e. Three iron disc-headed rivets, diameter 
3.1cm (c now Jost). 

f. Small dome-headed iron rivet to pierce 
?shield, 0.8cm thick. 

g. !roll buckle loop and tongue fragment, orig· 
inal width c2 .4cm. 

Items a and b on top of slmll; c, d, together to ~tt; 
e 10 left; f left of skull; g right of skull. All c7 cm 
above grave ftoor level. 

8 S 
·1 . U-seccion with four four-flu\ed 
r ver nm, ' h . ood remains 

b~ds each fastened by a rivet throug w 
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(beech, Fogus sp). ,2.Snun thick. Diameter 6.5cm. 
Under boss. 

9. Silver nm as 8, but broken aod one band mis.'>­
ing. About 4in (!Oem) above grave floor level and 
horizontal. 

10. a. Iron clamp bent at right ang.les, one end 
defective. L 4.5cm, width 0.8cm. 

Skull crushed and one fragment on right tibia 
probably damage by ploughing. Left arm and 1ci;; 
slightly bent. 

I. Beads: 
i. Glass. I disc, white, blue translucent zig-:cag 

trail. At neck. 
ii. Amber a. 2 ro\lghly-sbaped (not illustrated, 1 

lost) . 
Glass b. 14 globular, yellow. 

Scauered over and around rhe body. b. lr<tn clamp. Ends bent at right angles. L 
4.6cm, width 0. 9cm. 

2. Knife. Bolh sides curve 10 point, probably hom 
lro,r clamp. Ends bent at right angles. L on tang. L 12.6cm. At left chest. c. 

3.8cm. 

d. fron clamp. Ends benl at right angles. L 
4.2cm. 

Transverse wood grain inside b. Clamped over 
?wooden object I .4cm thick. Together ouwide left 
arm, !Oem above grave floor. 

11. Nail. Square section, Battened head. L 5.4cm. 
Righi of right knee. 

12. Nail. Two fragments, L 1.4cm and 3.8ero. Oo 
right tibia. 

lo fill were 1wo sherds, one with rosette stamps, and 
two fragmenw of burnt bone. Fabric matches base 
fragments of cremation 46 beside grave, that is, 
cremation 46 was disturbed by !he digging of grave 
16. One sherd, fragment of Roman triple-Huted strap 
handle. 

GRAVE 17 (Figs 28 and 45). Juvenile, 6!-7, 94.5°. 
5ft 6in x 1ft IOin x 3in (1.68m x 0.56m x 0.08m). 
Skull pillowed forward, both arms slightly bent. 

I. Knife. L 11.8cm. Fragments, outline from index 
card sketch. 

2. Iron rive,. L 1.5cm. 

I and 2 at left waisr. 

3. Iron ring fragments. ?Buckle, diameter 2.3cm. 
Top right chest. 

GRAVE 18. 16° or 196°. 
2ft ~in x 2ft x !ft (0.71m x 0.61m x 0.3Jm). 
Possibly an mfant s grave, but contained no bones. 

In fi\l were eight small sherds with base fragment 
(fabric I), charcoal and a fragment of ironsiont . 

GRAVE 19 (Figs 28 and 45). Female infant aged 4 
348.s0 . • ~ , 

4ft 9in X 2ft X 1ft 6in (1.45m x 0.61m x 0.46m). 
Grave cuts crcmauon 27, rim and some sherds in fill. 

In fill: 
3. One rim slrerd, black burnished, three horizontal 
lines, fabric I. 

Rim and sherds of cremation 27 pot. 

G.RA VE 20 (Fig 4S). Old female, 50 or older, 197'. 
6ft 3in x 2ft tin x 1ft 2in ( l.9lm x 0.63m x 
0.36m). 
Topsoil protected by proximity to hedge. Cremation 
31 was above !he head of the grave in a rec,1angular 
hollow cut 4in (10cm) into the chalk, that is, later 
lhan the grave. Skull to right, right arm bem 1Uld 
both hands together at left pelvis, right foot oo top of 
left foot. 

No finds. 

In fill were three small dissimilar Roman rherds (that 
is, not of cremation 31 ), and a fragment of iro,mo11e. 

GRAVE 21 (Figs 28 and 45). Old female, 50 or 
older, 347°. 
6ft 3in X 2ft 3in X Sin ( 1.91m X 0.69m X 0.20m). 
Body on right side, right band under chin, left ann 
bcnr with band mid-waist; both legs bent wilh left 
knee on 1op of right femur. 

I. Knife. Both sides curving to point. Radiograph 
shows line of welding between back and blade. 
Probably horn on tang. L Bem. Point down, beside 
right pelvis. 

Patch of charco.,I over left side of pelvis. 

In fill were two Roman s!,erds. 

GRAVE 22 (Fig 45). Male, ,25, c72°. 
c2ft+ x 2ft lOin x 1ft (c0.6Jm+ x 0.86m x 
0.31m). 
Skull right, showing sword cur. Top part of chest 
only visible, Lbc re.st of the grave remains unexca­
vated in next garden. No finds. 
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, 
23 

(figs 18, 29 and 45). Female, c35, 12°. 
GRil1B f x )fl 6in (J.85m x 0.91m x 0.46m). 
6" Jin X \~ 

31 
the head of the grave was cul in half 

(itG13UOO 
111

vc was dug. Skull left, both arms 23 
•lit• t~~ with hands beside the femurs, left foot 
!,gh!' of right foot. 

G~ bront• ,a11cer bro<>eh (plate le). Boss and 
J. 1 '-n centre surrounded by seven limbs, leg, 
d(lllble ~ !,ublc arc at top; outer border of double di:: ring stamps. Spring holder and pin_ catch at 
"' k; fragment of pin. Br~h mended wuh p~tch 
~~ by 1wo rivets. D1amc1er 4.9cm. On nght 

ihoUlder. 

2
. Sa.ctt brooch. Pair _l~ l. Diameter 4.8cm. ~n 

tock, three-twist cord ,,,s,ble, probably for holdmg 
t,tads. On left shoulder. 

l. Brmize rtctan~M. Damaged, but three comer 
iafontioos remrumng. 2.2cm x 1.9cm. Near I. 

l BeaJs: 
i Amber a. 15 wedge-shaped 

b. 20 flat 
c. I large Oat 
d. I short cylinder 

Glass e. I disc white, dark blue translucent 
crossing trails and rust red dots 

f. 2 disc black, scauered rust red and 
white dots 

Amberbellds from right neck to inside right elbow, 
tbt lbree polychrome beads bc1ween the two 
booches. 

i. _Perforated ironstone nodult. Identified by Dr 
Ollis Hill, Palaeontology Dept, British Museum 
!Natural History). On upper jaw. 

I. Iron pin. Tumed over at one end to form head. 
L 10.7cm. Across top chest. 

6.L Iron buckle. Loop and 10ngue with double plate 
3.8cm. In pelvis. ' 

1• Knife. Pro!xlbly horn on tang. L 9.6cm. 

!:, dBrmiu srrap end. . Rounded tip, cambered edges 
""l!Cheadd' • ' '-k 

1 
• e rivet m squa.rc end separate thin 

,;l,l;"~ ate broken. Line decoration ~n front retains 
-'5· L 4.2cm. 

9. a Or.ii , • rron l«ip, diameter 5.7cm. 

b. Iron ring d' ll>ltd ; 
1 

, iruneter 3.5cm, holding an open-
ron oop a •,,,.... • • 

l'1d an iron loop. • ••= Slnp nng, a strip iron ring 

c. A""'a • -, rate iron ring, diameter 4.2cm. 

d. Two ir ha hip (lost no ~II s i/ts under the open-ended iron 
' l I u.strat.cd). 

.. 

Fig 18. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery· find • • 
in Grave 23. Sea.le J :2. • 

5 171 
SIii/ 

l_0. Iron ?girdle-hanger, One cod turned over in 
nng, the other double, broken 31 end. L S.9cm. 

7- 10 together at left waist. 

In fill were a_charcoal fragment and decorated sherds 
from cremauon 32. 

GRAVE 24 (Figs 30 and 45). Youth, probablv male 
dS, Ir. • ' 
6ft 2in X 2ft Sin x 1ft 2in (1.88m x 0.74m x 
0.36m). 
Skull tilted left, left arm slightly hem with hand in 
pelvis. 

I. Knife. Cutting edge curves to point, probably 
horn on tang. L 18.5cm. Under left forearm. 

2. Iron buckle. Loop and tongue, diruneter 1.9cm. 
On lowest vertebra. 
ln fill: 
3. a. Evened rim, two horizomal lines, fabric 3. 

b. One sherd, fabric 2 (not illustrated). 

c. One animal 11J01h, upper right MI of sheep 
or goal, ()vis or Capra sp. 

One Roman sherd and charcoal. 

GRAVE 25 (Fig 45). Old female, over 45, 107.5°-
6ft x 2ft 3in x lOin (1.83m x 0.69m x 0.25m). 
It was not possible to excavate about 2in (Sc_m) at the 
foot of the grave in the next garden. Skull tilted left, 
damaged as it projected slightly above chalk level. 
Right forearm across body. No finds. 

In fill: one tile fragmeol. 

GRAVE 26 (figs 30 and 46). Male, J6-l9, J1 3.5°. 
7ft 9in x 3ft x 1ft 2in (2 .36m X 0-9101 x 0.3Gm). 
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The grave wall was roughly cut at the foot, and there 
was a semi-circular-shaped slot 5in ( 13cm) deep at 
the foot. The skull had fallen co the right, away from 
the lower jaw. Right knee slightly flexed. 

I. Knife. Both sides curving to point, groove along 
one side of blade, pa.rallel 10 back; probably horn on 
iang. X-ray shows weld ~twecn blade ~nd back. L 
16.5cm. Poim down, ms1de left radius. 

In fill was a sherd, fabric 3. 

GRAVE 27 (Figs 19, 30, 31 and 46; plate IVa). 
Female juvenile, cl0, 190.5°. 
5ft IOin x 1ft l lin x I0in (J.78m x 0.58m x 
0.25m). 
On left side, feet together, knees slightly Bexed, 
right arm bent, left arm rising above chalk level; 
head bad been pillowed high. 

I. Beads: 
Amber a. 13 small, roughly-shaped, and frag• 

ments 
b. 5 roughly-shaped 

Glass c. I melon, blue, translucent 

Scattered abo,•e body and behind skull, mostly at 
depths of 2-3in (5-8cm), but some at 7in ( 17.8cm) 
behind skull. 

2. Bronze wiltt sec. Two pins and sp00n, all per• 
forated at end for suspension on bronze ring. Pins L 
12.9cm, spoon L 7cm. On knees. 

3. !run buckle /Qop and tongue. Bronze plate doub­
ted and fastened with cwo rive!S, decorated with lines 
of repousse dots. L 5.2cm. At front waist. 

4. Bronze moum. Strip, wide at one end and narrow 
at the other, with a decorative groove along each 
edge. Curved rod extension at the wider end and two 
lugs ar the back of the other end. L 6. 7cm. Roman 
scabbard mount. At the back of the ribs. 

5. Knife. Angled back, curved blade L 15cm 
Lying horizontally at right elbow with point 4~ 
( 10cm) above Boor and slanting down. 

6. Three iron rings: 

a. Diameter 5cm; 

b. Diameter 3.6cm; 

c. Diameter 2.8cm. 

d. Key shaft with rolled end, L c9cm. 

1._ Spind/ewliorl. Thin red pouerydisc, perforated 
Diameter 3.3cm. 6 and 7 at back of pel • b • h. elbow. vis, y ng t 

Fig 19. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: finds in iiiu 
in Grave 27. Scale I :2. 

8. Bro11ze-bound bucket (plate Ila). Four venical 
bands (one missing) wich repoussi do1 borders run 
from the bottom of the bucket about half-way up the 
wall. A crudely-cue band tapering at the bottom is 
riveted to the wood above each, and two of these 
project beyond the rim to provide a perforation to 
accommodate the hooks of the iron handle, which is 
Battened in the horizontal plane at the top. There art 
three hoops, the edge of the top one protected by a 
folded band rim. This rim was St-cured at six p0iou 
by a band folded and riveted together. The dccor­
ated bands were originally fixed by dome-headed 
rivets. Diameter top 18.5cm; insufficient remains of 
the two lower bands for certainty regarding the lower 
diamecer. Fragmentary wood remains, soft wood, 
probably yew, Taxus sp. Height 16.1cm. In the 
middle of the bead of the grave. 

9. 80>1e pi11. Spatulac.e, perforated bead; incom­
plece, L 8.8cm. 

IO. Iron nail. Disc bead, square shank, L 3.5cm. 

11. Two spherical pebbles, one buff (a), one black 
(b ); both diameter 2. 1cm. 

9-11 inside bucket. Animal bo>1e, discaVmid shaft of 
right humerus of sheep or goat, Ovis or Capra sp, on 
cop of bucket. 

12. One a11imal wo1h. Upper right OP4ofshttp0< 
goat, IQ left of buckcc. 

13. One animal 1<>01h. Lower right M3 ofsbeepor 
goat, in 611 over legs. 

In fill was one sherd (fabric 3) and two other small 
sherds. 

GRAVE 28 (Fig 46). Infanl, c18 months, 120.s•. 
3ft 9in x 2ft x JO.Sin (1.14m x 0.6Jm x o._2601

;~ 
Fla11encd skutl half lefl; legs S1raigh1, slanung 
right. No finds. 
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INHUMATIONS 

29 
{Pigs 31 and 46) Juvenile, 7-8, 116°. 

GRAVE zj x I0in (J.37ro x 0.61m x 0.25m). 
1ft 6ill x 1d •attened Left arm slightly bent, legs 
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urigh• an " • 
~ ht and 10 right. 

:, Bolh sides curve 10 point, probably born 
I 

J(m,t, • b , . L t0.2cm, Under ng I ,oreann. 
ill till8, 

,.,..,,..1s left of skull. r,1,r-, ... 

GR/.VE 30 (Figs 31 and 46). Robust male, 25-30, 

~ix 2ft 6in x 2in (1.75m X 0.76m x 0.0Sm). 
~tkton partly destroyed because ~f ~hallowness of 

. skull smashed, nght arm m,ssmg, 6ngcrs of 
ii'"· . kn band in pelvis. 

1
. J/Jlift. Both edges curve, L 12.5cm. Under left 

n'b6, 

I Brvnu ring. Terrel or buckle, circular in section 
~ with a narrower rimmed section. Diameter 

1.1cm. 

l. &or,;l frtzgm1111S, including rim of vessel L 0.4cm. 
I and 3 outside right pelvis. 

f. lro!I buckle fragmems. Loop and tongue dia­
mettt 3cm. Under pelvis near 1. 

hi fill \\'CJ'C four small Roman sherds. 

GRAVE 31 (Fig 46). Juvenile, c4, 173.5°. 
lf1lin x lf14in X 2in (0.97m X 0.41m x 0.05m). 
Rtmains of skuU, teeth and legs only. 
No finds. 

GRAVE 32 (Fig 46). Male, cl8, 25°. 
llt6m x 2ft 2in x 7in (1.98m x 0.66m x 0.18m). 
Stull down 10 left, right arm across body, left hand 
an top of kf1 femur. 
No 6nds. 

In &U were two small Roman sherds, red specks. 

:~/~. ~Figs 20, 31 , 32 and 46). Female, SO or 

6ftlinx2( • • Stuii ri I l l,n X 2m (1.88m X 0.66m X 0.05m). 
!Sgbtlyt and torso mclincd 10 right, both arms 

m. 

I. K•ift Bolh ed 
lt(1 llCll'i;, ges curve, L 13.2cm. Point up on 

l. /rw, k>op, L 9.5cm. 

l. fro,, slta · 
• loop, L 1f~;with end narrowed and turning in 

Fig 20, Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: finds ;11 situ 
10 Grave 33. Scale 1 :2. 

4. /ro11 disc. One side convex, diameter 2.5cm. 

S. Iron tab with two perforations and hooked end 
L 4.2cm. ' 

6. Bro11ze disc decorated with rep<mssi dot border 
and cross. Raised centre with perforation containing 
a suand of spun threads. Diameter 3. 7cm. 

2-6 under left pelvis. 

7. lro11 buckle loop a11d to,zgue. Loop Hatteos and 
widens in middle: bronze double plate irregularly 
shaped, a re-used piece. Nicked decoration on cod. 
One iron rivet. L 6cm. Righi waist. 

8. Beads: 
Amber a. 3 small, roughly-shaped, and fragment 
Glass b. 1 melon dark blue translucent 

Right shoulder. 

GRAVE 34 (Figs 32 and 46). Male, 20, 30'. 
6ft 6in x 3ft 3in x 1ft Zin (1.98m x 0.99m X 

0.36m). • 
Skull down, 10 left. Body laid diagonally 1n grave. 

I. Spearhead. Angular blade, probable _uaces of 
inlaid ring on each right hand side, spht socket, 
stepped section. Remains of hazel wood, Cory/us sp, 
in socket. L 22.5cm. Right of skull. 

2. K11ife. Slender, possibly horn on l3Jlg. L 
11.5cm. Under right elbow. 

3 Bronze buckle and plate. Square loop, n~tchit 
d~oration, tongue with animal bead tip, Ion~ •~ ~ 
plate with rivet hole at each end, o7nc rcc~;si;l~s-
rivct · ring-and-dot decorauon. L . cm. . ' 
1ra1cd from index card sketch. M1d-wa1st. 
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GRAVE 35 (Figs 32 and 47). Female, <30-35, 
106.5•. 
7ft x 2ft 6in x I ft Sin (2.13m x 0. 76m x 0.51 m). 
Skull down 10 left. Most of rigbt fulgers arc some 
way from the wrist between the femurs, possibly due 
to animal disturbance. 

I. 81111011 broo,h (plate lg). Gilt bronze, mask with 
curling eyebrows and a bent leg and claw each side. 
Spring lug at back, traces of separate mend, pin 
catch missing; remains of pin. Diameter 2.7cm. On 
right chest. 

2. Burim, brooch. Pair 10 J. Pin catch and remains 
of iron pin at back. Diameter 2.7cm. Left shoulder. 

Angle of pins on I and 2 c1so•. 

3. Btads: 
Amber a. 1 disc 

b. 1 wedge-shaped 
c. 2 flat 

Glass d. 2 annular dark blue translucent 

Below left brooch, 2. 

4. Gilt bronze pi11 (plate JI) . Biconical head, top 
surface divided into five sections by rows of dots and 
a ring in each section, dot decoration on under side 
of head, moulding at top part of stem. L 9.8cm. 
Mid-chest. 

5. One arm of twceurs. U-shaped loop on pivoting 
pin at top; moulding, line and stamped triangle 
border decoration. L 7.2cm. 

6. lro11 /()()p fragment, L 2.5cm. 

7. K11ife. Slender, both sides curve, probably horn 
on tang. L 13cm. 

5- 7 under sacrum. 

GRAVE 36 (Figs 33 and 47). Male, c35-40, 22.5•. 
6ft 3in x 2ft 3in x 7in (1.91m x 0.69m x 0. 18m). 
Skull duwn, slightly right, right hand in pelvis. 

1. Spearhead. Angular, split socket. Probably wil­
low or poplar, Sa/ix sp or Populus sp, in socket. 
L 18.7cm. Slanting, 1\iith point up, 10 right of skull. 

2. Knife. _Angled back, faint groove along back, 
curved cutung edge, L I l .7cm. Inside left humerus 
point up. ' 

GRAVE 37 (Figs 33 and 47). Young female <L6 
97°. • , ' 

6ft Sin ~ 2ft 7in x IOin (2.03m x 0.79m x 0.25m). 
SkuU nght, appears 10 have been displaced 10 a 
l'OSition on the right shoulder. Left arm across body, 
r;ght arm slightly bent, both legs slanting right. 
I atch of charcoal at edge of grave beside eight leg. 

I. Gilt bro,ize burt011 brooch (plate lh). Reddish 
gilding, mask design with broad grin and tongue 
protruding. Iron pin at back, spring at top and catch 
below, that is, at ISO•. Bast fibres, flax on the back 
Diameter I. 7cm. Face down on left shoulder. • 

2. Gilt bro11ze buuon bYO<><h (plate Ii). Yellowish 
gilding, half mask design, spring holder at top and 
catch below. Remains of iron pin, angle 180'. Dia, 
meter 1.7cm. Under lower jaw. 

3. Two bro,iu pins on a knotted ring. Pins cut from 
bronze strip, with perforated, diamond-shaped 
heads. L 8.7cm and 7.4cm; diameter ring 1.7cm. 
Mid-chest. 

4. Beads: 
Amber a. 7 wedge-shaped 

b. 3 Bat 
c. 5 bicunical 

Glass d. I disc, colourless, decomposed (not 
illustrated) 

e. 18 annular brown translucent 
f. I annular brown translucent (double) 
g. 7 annular blue translucent 
h. 7 annular dark blue translucent 
1. 2 disc white, dark blue translucent 

crossing trails and dots 
Along right side of body, from chest to knee. 

5. K11ife. Both edges curve, double groove along 
back, blade welded 10 back, probably horn on tang. 
L 9cm. 

6. Iron buck.It loop and to11gue. Square plate with 
three rivets. L 3.9cm. 

5 and 6, mid-pelvis. 

7. Square iro11/ragment, L 1.6cm. Below left wrist. 

GRAVE 38. 114.56 or 294.5•. 
2ft 6in X 1ft 6in x 3in (0.76m x 0.46m x 0.08m). 
No bones. 

In fill was one shtrd, fabric 3. 

GRAVE 39 (Figs 33 and 47). Old female, probably 
over 50, c27•. 
6ft 6in+ x 2ft 4in + x ? ( l.98m+ x 0.71m+ x ?). 
Half under the next garden not excavated. Bone 
report: old male, probably over 50. Skull left, left 
arm slightly bent, right arm and both legs had to be 
Jeft i11 silu. 

I. Beads: 
Amber a. 2 small roughly-shaped 

b. I roughly-shaped (not illustrated) 
Glass c. I disc, rust red 

d . I disc, yellow (double) 
c. I disc, yellow translucent 

llad ~~ Old c 
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1 
4-:;ided, cylinder rust red 

f. I disc, olive green translucent, yellow 
g. swirls and zig-zag trail 
h. 1 cylinder, rus1 red, yellow combed 

1111ils, broken 
1 disc, white, blue translucent cros-

i. . 
sing crads 

• I disc, while, blue translucent cros• 
!· sing trails (double) 
k. 1 barrel, rust red, yellow crossing 

trails and dots 
I. 2 barrel, rus1 red, crossing trails and 

do1s; missing 
Ill, 1 disc, light blue translucent, rust red 

dogs in white dots 
n. J disc, white, blue translucent dots 

0
_ J globular, dark blue translucent, 

while do1s 
L<li shoulder and neck. 

, /Ion bwcklt loop a11d w11gue, diameter 2.5cm. 
i;g1u pc11•is. 

i. K•ift, ?Curved back, straight cutting edge, 
t11ting edge welded to back; probably horn on tang. 
L 15.5cm. Beside top left femur. 

Gll;\VE 40 {Figs 34 and 47). Old male, 10°. 
1ft x lit 6in x 7in (2.13m x 0.76m X 0.18m). 
W left, damaged, lower jaw upside down on left 
,!,.,ilder, right hand on top right femur. 

I. Spior. Long, slender blade, diamond-shaped 
m, split sockc1 containing remains of ash, 
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Ffraxinus sp, from marure timber L 33 5 . o skull. • • cm. Right 

2. Knife. Steeply-curved back 
blade, willow or poplar S r ' wood traces on 
probably horn on tang. 'L ~o'.;c:. or Populus sp, 

3. Iron buckle [O()p a11d IOnm,. d" 
&-, 1ameter 2cm. 

2 and 3 inside left elbow. 

Sherds and b~rnt bone on the floor and in fill are 
regarded as disturbed cremation 43_ 

GRAVE 41 (Figs 21, 34 and 47). Young female 
1&-11, s2•. ' 
6ft 9in X 2ft 4in X 1ft lin (2.06m x 0.71m x 
0.33m). 
Booy on right side, knees drawn up, lefl arm bent 
with hand on right pelvis, right arm across body left 
forearm and right hand 011 iron complex. ' 

I. lrtm pin. Hooked head, L 13.5cm. 

2. Beads: 
Amber a. 2 small, roughly-shaped 

b. 1 roughly-shaped (not illustrated) 
Fossil c. I Porosphaera globularis (Phillips), 

identified by Dr Paul Taylor, Palaeon• 
tology Dept, British Museum, (Naru­
ral History) 

Glass d. I cylinder blue translucent drawn and 
2 fragments 

l'i; i1. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: finds in si1u in Grave 41. Scale l:i. 
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e. I cylinder, blue 1ranslucen1, drawn, 

twisted 
f 2 globular' colourless, drawn ii. I cylinder, colourless, drawn, beaded 

3. Ring of three twisted bronze strips, diameter 

1.8cm. 

1-3 1oge1hcr on lower right chest. 

4. Knife. Angled back, curved cutting edge, poss­
ibly horn on 1ang. L 12cm. 

S. Brorize key. Ring head with tab at 1op, hollow 
shaft, flat ward. L 3.8cm. 

6 Bronze dis,. Undulating surface, hole in centre, 
r~mains of tinning on one surface, diameter 3.5cm. 

7, a. Iron bar. Folded and tongued at_onc end, 
the other perforated and penetrated by an iron loop. 
6.8cm x 2cm. 

b. Iron bar. 8.2cm x I. 1cm, bent over a ring 
diameter dcm. 

c. Iron tweezers. L 9.1cm. Fragments of a 
second pair of tweezers, L 6.9cm. 

d. Iron. Double fragmenl, textile impression. 
L 3cm. 

e. Iron ri,ig, diameter 2.4cm. 

f. Iron ri,,g, diameter 3cm. 

8. Iron loop ?Buckle, ?remains of tongue, diameter 
4.5cm. 

4-8 on left pelvis, under right fingers and left 
forearm. 

9. Bronze buckle loop. Faccncd oo upper surface, 
and tongue; long, curved iron band, three rivets, one 
each end and middle, remains of probably horn on 
back. Loop diameter 2.2cm; iron band 17.5cm x 
1.3cm. Right waist. 

In fill was one tile frJgment and one small slrerd 
~~3. ' 

GRA_YE 42 (figs 35 and 47). Male, c30-35, 63°. 
7ft 3~n x 2ft 610 x 1ft (2.21m x 0.76m x 0.31m). 
Cranium rolled back, lower jaw in rim, right hand in 
pelvis, finger bones scattered. A number of small 
arumal bones by the left knee probably indicate a 
nest and the cause of disturbance. 

I. a •. Stwrd. Tang flattened at end, two bronze 
U-sccuoned scabbard strips, L 6.6cm, 9cm below 
lop of blade. Bronze U-scctionc'd terminal strip, 
Outed at ends, fixed by three rive~ each side, with 

remains of bronze sheet covering and t 
bronze strip with scored borders, L 12.5c~ns,~llc 
shows three rows of diagonal and stra j,f ·?,y 
pattern-welding, probably double layer. R!ai luic 
wood and fur on ~lade. L 81 .8cm, widlh s.icm ns:or 
sword was placed on the left arm along the bod • The 
the bronze plates underneath, and the sets {:lb 
rivets on the scabbard binding project on t:e ~ 
side found face up. t 

b. Large wedge-shaped amber bead dia 
2.6cm. Beside the bronze binding on the ~ppc7ter 
of the scabbard. pan 

2. Knife. Angled back, curved cutting edge groo 
along the back on one side. L 15.3cm. Paru;, uod: 
the sword and over the shield boss Range. 

3. a. Shield boss. Convex dome, carination but, 
ton top, disc-headed rivets. Diameter 15cm, height 
8cm. 

b. Strap grip, L 12.4cm. 

c, d. TW<J bro,we due-headed rivets. Diametc, 
2.5cm to pierce 1.2cm thickness. 

e. Bro11ze due-headed rivet, diameter 2.5cm. 

f. /ro11 due-headed rivet, diameter 2.4cm. 

3a and b over left waist; 3c and d outside lcC1 
forearm; 3e and f near neck. 

4. Iron buckle fragment. Width cZcm. Right u. 

5. a. Spearhead. Angular, split socket with rhtt. 
L 24.2cm. Right of skull. 

b. Conical ferrule, L 4. 1cm. Right of right 
foot. 

6. a. Double bronze sheet. Fragn1ent with t~'O 
rivets, I. 7cm x 1.2cm. Two other small fragments. 
In jaw. 

b. Bronze sheet fragment 2. 7cm x 1.3cm. At 
back of skull. 

GRAVE 43 (Figs 35 and 47). Female, over 45, 2;s•,. 
5ft lin X 2ft lin x Sin ( 1.55m X 0.64m X 0.20m , 
Skull left; both arms slightly bent and away (roll' 
body. 

I. Bronze small long brooch (plate la). Sq~are ~ 
spatulate foot, moulding on bow and. oo:f iron 
stamp border on head and foot; remai~1 
spring at back. L 6.3cm. On right sho er. 

( I lb) Crucifotlll 
2. Bro,ize small 1011g brooch Pate • de(Oratirt 
bead with flat knobs, spatulate foot, 

ii!\'E I) (Figs 36 
~5' 
ilia X 1ft 9in X 9. 
I 111t 11tt had been 
illizlplllS rcma 
;drs on tight side 

Im right u'bia. 

· S:,,:rlmd. Loni 
il1111fl, b3ul ten 
Rl,:m_ By right sh 

' l S!itl,I bou. ( 
ili:r dis:-htadcd 
"ll bronze wilh 
l:!!t 9.7cm. 

t. '-· • 11i..._='!gnp, N 
""""°by twc 



tad, di.111<i,r 
.he Uplltf po,: 

J edge, IJl•"t 
. Partly Under 
bngc. 

ranation, ba:-
1 xm, h<1gln 

leltr 2.XDL 

er 2.-l<m 

J oumdc lc!1 

kct ,uth ri,t1 

I X 1.3cm .\I 

). SquaIC hcod, 
,inc1 foot, ""' 
cma,ns of afllll 
st,ouJclcr 

lb) Crud~ 
OOl, ~'f111"' 

INIIUMA I IONS 

Remnms of sil\'er in the 
,...., ,I. lllli s'10n01P\,f, shoulder 
....- L •.Scro· 
,t!ffl· 

t ,..., a 1 small, roughly-shaped 
~ ~- I wedge-shaped 

bfOOCbcS· 
~ hi .sbJpcd amber (no! illustrated). 

I sa,all, roug ) 
' . ·---""' with bones, cnct pos111on not 
"kit kl• f.....,.. 
~ 

Figs 36 and 48). Male, over 45, 4r. 
lJ"'E -1-1, l(lln x 1ft 3in (1.96m x 0.56m x 
16 ,-xhl 

tJlal ·um rolled back, right hand in ,! r::'ii:On 1op left femur. 

S w,J. Angular, split socket with nvct; 
~ :..as.co,y/w sp, in socket. L 17.5cm. On 

Ill~· 

, Kr,/t Straight back, curved cutung edge, prob­
~ broion iang, L 12.5cm. Under lop left radius. 

1 /n111 bwtllt loop and umgiu, diameter 2.6cm. 
~ .... 
la.\l'E ~S jf'igs 36 and 48). Robust adult male, 
rs. ) 
llilit• lft9m x 9in (l.9lm x 0.51m x 0.23m . 
. \ ro,c Utt had btt1l planted at the head and only 
,bi lnp,mts mnaincd. Hands crossed on pelvis, 
pd,w co nght side and both knees drawn up, 
,.,. !1111 ubia. 

I s,,.,,4toJ. Long, angular blade, split 50Cket 
.-n, bazd rtmains, Cory/us sp, in 50Cket. L 

l!b1 By right shoulder. 

• 1. Sluld boss. Concave dome, spike top, three 
''- dik-beackd ri,·cts remaining, two of iron, 
,. al bromr wnh silvered top. Diameter 13cm, 
qk9Jan. 

111 b IAof tn/>, Middle pan with upturned edges 
'-aicd by lll'O disc-headed rh·e1s. L 39cm. 

...;;< llr11r "°" dut-lieadtd m><IS 10 penetrate 
""'0.7,m thick. Diameter 2.5cm. 

!:: •a. mid-lower chest, the long grip strctch-
111:,, . ~t shoulder to pelvis; two disc-headed 
ltilii.' llld d, ll lop end and e under the right 

liR.\\146 Fi 
tJ' 1g1 l6 and 48). ?Female infant , aged 3, 

•¼i~ 1ft IOin x 9in (1.32m x O.S6m x 0.23m). 
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I. Brad. Dome•shaptd perforated bone E . 
of kft femur of animal, probably pio Sul'lr>hY:5 
Near the neck. ..,, s .scro,a . 

GRAVE 47 (Figs 3, 37 and 48). Fffllale c35 61" 
7ft 6in x 2ft 4in x IOin (2.29m x 0.7Lm ~ o is ). 
Skull right, li,ft hand In pelvis, right arm ~tl; 
bent. 

I. Gilt hronu saucer ~rooc:/1 (Fig 3 _plate If). Chip­
~~• rwo Style I animal~ pro=drng in the \aDlC 
d1rccuon, nng ccnttt. Spnna loop and r,n ca1ch at 
the back, with a pair of ruled lines connecting ahem. 
Diameter 4.2cm. On right <boulder. 

2. G,lt hronu saiu:tr hrooclt, pair to I Reowns o( 
iron pin at back and bron,,e mending plate 10 pin 
catch, soldered 10 broken stub. Diameter 4.2cm. On 
left shoulder. 

3. Beath: 
Amber a. 2S small, roughly-shaped 

b. 2 roughly-shaped 
c. 5 wedge-shaped 
d. 4 large, w'edgc-wpcd 

Glass e. 2S globular, colourless, drawn 
f. 7 globular, colourless, drawn (doubk) 
g. 7 globular, colourless, drawn (tnple 
h. I globular, colourless, drawn (quad-

ruple) 
From mid-waist down to between upper femurs, 
under left lwid and pel\'is. 

4. Knift. Both sides curve, probably horn on Wl3 
L 12.2cm. Under left forearm. 

S. Iron hucklt. Loop, tongue an~ folded rccungu• 
tar plaie. L 5cm. Under left wnst. 

6. Iron pin. Hook head, L 6.8cm. Lower sp,nc. 

7. Fragments of iron nng, diameter 2.-k:m. Outside 
top left femur. 

GR
1
AVE 48. c:63f.~:e .... , .• traced cooiaining skull. 

On y a corner o "' ..-- cwnson 1~ 
No excavauon ~ible l)ecaui.c uoder a • 

(F• 37) Juvenile 6-8, and adult, poss· GRAVE 49 1g • ' 
1bly male. , . building a garage -,\lr 
Found 'with a \kelcton in . October 1961. 

h ) after the excavauon, 
Hump rcysl mcnu'ons ,,,.,-o ,ndiv1Juals. 
Bone rcpor 

-' ,.,th I groo, c 00 lht ld't 
I. Spearhtad. l..clf-~ha.,..k . ash remains, Fr~"1•11S 
side of each face, spht ,oc et, 
sp, m socket. L 20.xm. . 

Rim wilh l\\'O disc· 
2. a. Shu/ii bo$S f~ts- Diolm<tcr clxm. 
headed, tinned bron1.c rivets. 
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T . fragments from Jong shield grip, 
b. wod st7np Shield wood remains maple; 

L 10cm an cm. . ood 
possibly leather between run and w • 

• g edge welded 
3 K11ift . Both edges curve, cutun 
o~, probably horn on tang, L 12.2cm. 

UNASSOClATED OBJECTS (Fill 38) fut d 
Pre-excavation and loose finds, wh1cb are pre e 
'U' when referred to in the text. 

ANGLO-SAXON 

I. Spearhead. Leaf-shaped blade, tip t~ssing, split 
socket; ash wood remains, Fraxmus sp, m socket. L 
21.5cm. 

2_ Knife. Angled back, deficient tip and tang, 
probably horn remains on tang, L 11.4cm. 

3. Bronze disc brooch. Diameter 3.5cm. In private 
possession. 

4. Bronze disc brooch. Pair with 3, diameter 3.5cm. 
In private possession. 

5. Half biconical amber bead. 

6. Rolled bronze tube. Traces of textile, L 3.7cm. 
Found in blank space surrounded by cremations 26, 
41, 42, 22-4, 7, 27, 39 and graves 17 and 19. 

7. Fragment of bro11ze disc br(l()Ch. Decorated with 
double border of simple punch marks, remains of 
perforated lug on back. Diameter c3.4cm. 

8. Thin iron sheet ?disc fragment. Rivet in centre 
and ?another perforation near the edge, L 1.6cm. 

9. Bronze strip. Middle rectangle facettcd at cor­
ners, each end ribbed transversely. 2cm x 0.4cm. 

7, 8 and 9 topsoil finds in cast garden. 

10. Sherd. Dt'COration of horizontal lines with di­
agonal bar stamps. Fabric 2. In topsoil, southeast 
cQrner of 'Cortina' garden. 

11. Two sherlh. Oval boss with line decoration and 
one other similar sherd . Fabric 3. Near west end of 
grave 25. 

ROMAN 

12. Bronze coin, diameter 1.6cm. Lost, illus1rated 
from mdex card sketch. 

14. Lead weight. Fragmentary disc with nic . 
edge. Diameter 1.9cm. Illustrated from index k 111 

sketch. card 

15. Jro11 dome-headed rivet. L 1.7cm. 

Cremations 

CREMATION 1 (Fig 39). Adult female. 
Depth in chalk c2in (5cm). 

I. Black pot. Rim with hollow neck, upper pan 
decorated with double scored triangles and rows of 
deep dots, indication of bosses between, remains or 
one small boss with possible ring-and-dot decora­
tion. Flat base decorated with cross. Fabric 3. 
Diameter base 10cm. 

2. Bro11ze saucer brooch (place le). Five spiralstacb 
with shorl spus meeting the _border; an outer, faintly 
beaded border; burnt and nm damaged; remains of 
pin catch and holder at back. Diameter c4cm. 

3. Bronze saucer brooch. Pair to 2, warped with 
heat. Lost, not illustrated. 

4. fr<m ring fragments. Traces of silver, probably 
from another object in the cremation. Diameter 
4cm. 

5. Dark blue tr.inslucent glass disc bead. 

6. lro11 pi11 fragment. L 1.2cm. 

Lump of iron slag, charcoal. 

CREMATION 2 (F igs 39 and 43). Adult, probably 
female. 

Shallow, oval pit varying in depth from Zin (5cm)on 
west to 4in ( 10.2cm) on east, full of black ,ai1h, 
charcoal fragments and burnt bone. 

I. Bro11ze tube fragme111. L 2.3cm, r<'CtanguiJr ill 
secrion, 1.5cm x t. 1cm. Wood traces on outside. 

2. Fragment of bro11ze S1Tap e11d. Trapezoidal, ?11< 
edge serrated, split end broken off at !>3ck, two ni·~ 
holes decorated with parallel mouldings, 2.9ctn 
2.7c.;., and other br<mzefragmerus (not illuscnntd). 

3. Bro11ze 11a.il. Disc head, L 1.4cm. 

Three small sherds, charcoal. 

CREMATION 3. Female or youth. ron-
Shallow, circular pit, diameter !Om (25.4cm), 

I~. Brass neck of flask. Evertcd rim t11bular neck 
wuh scored line decoration. L 3.8cm, diameter 
2.9cm. 

taining burnt bones. 

CREMATION 4 (Fig 39, plate [V). Adult rnal• in 
prime of life. 

Ji\\.\TION 7 (Figs 
'.tirtd lragmen!S ol 
'llllla in wuthwe: 

l,:i oot certain!' 
:mt ~l described 
'lltr'1t (31, above). 
Q ~I, 1·cnicaJ 
• lllaa), depth 9 

imv anh and som 
:ii I 1ht pit, she, 
'-l:11100 top. A r 
ll!i, $.)Qin (20.3. 
lll11toonh$ideanc 
•,/llltbr JlOSthole ii 
~».San) d~. l 
~ I& 6in (45.7cm 
;t~and IOi, 
• """'shallower . 
·~swasfoi: 
-.:, 10d Illa)' have 

•~ F!,u /IOI bas, 
• 'l'bcrtare thr 
""1lii)1od "•) 
lllf<.'it· lU, I 
~Ill ll,IIO$sibl• 
~:, chall: sur/ 

.", SOUthe 
I 

~~nd ~ 
run and, 



with nic• 
) • • IQ 
m llldcx carc1 

I. 

r1aJc. 

~, tipper pan 
s and ro"1 c( 
:n, remains of 
d-dot dexoi.. 
;s. Fabric 3. 

1c spirals c,icli 

outer, faintly 
d; remains c( 
:1er okm. 

warped "l\ith 

vcr, probably 
m. Diam<:1er 

bead. 

lul1, probably 

1 2in (5cm) on 
r black earth, 

rectangular in 
:s on 0U1sidr. 

,pezoidal, ~ 
,a.ck, two ri,-ct 
ngs, 2.9cm X 
JI illus1ra1<:d~ 

,. 

:2s.4cm), ron· 

Adul1 l!llli< in 

UNASSOCIATEO OBJECTS, CREMATIONS 

. lfl Sin x 9in (50.8cm X 43.2cm X 
()ri~ilfl Sw ~ ·des fla1 bo11om. Black greasy 
JI.la"\ ,..,,oca t~side and ou1side 1he pot, burnt 

,riih clJartoa 
.-Ii . )ol\"tr par1. 
~ Ill 

ked wide-bodied pot. Slashed 
I ,. lfo/l~lh .• ~ borizon1al lines above and 
• o<(kWI w "h d" Id .<(11 ~ sh ldcr bosses, each w,1 a imp e 

i,0 i,doW, ouc of triangular s1amps, surrounded 
·• rostll • . f • J 
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and one slanting. Fabric 2. In lh . 
and ~ u1heas1 posthole. Could c ~d-south gulley 
cremauons 22, 23 and 24 Olh spread from 
each single examples of a· er small sherds are ware type. 

2. Iro11 fragment. Pin on a rins, L 1.9cm. 

3. Thin iro11 sheet frag,ne»IS. 3. 7 cm x 2 5 x 1.1cm. • cm, 1.3cm 
.x,llft ~ l border eonia,nmg a row o circu ar 

lro11 disc-headed nail. L 1.5cm. i,Jf•Olll;:o: vertical panel containing a row of 4. 
1'l'l'I": on the lower side of the boss. 
llllll!,il,r '':{;, 24.6cm; maxim~m diame1cr 
~:_ 1diaJneler mou1h 15.4cm; d1ame1er base 

1-4 in centtal pit. 

L~-
~- sllmfs. Evened rim, carination and other 

Jiitd<. fabric 4. 

1 /"111 1111i!. L 2.5cm. 

5. Lumps of melted iron containing bronze R d" 
graph shows no objec1 forms. L 14.5 7 3 4 7 \ 

1r 
3.5, 2.8cm. Not illustrated. ' • ' • ' • ' 

6. Bro11ze_ buckle loop. Oval and shelving, chip­
carved ?animal ornament, wid1h 2.2cm. Folded rec­
tangular bronze pla1e fastened by iron rive1. 

Ci.E.\IATION 5 (Figs 40 and 49). . 
~ 1 bolJow in chalk at ed~e of west ditch 
;,mitioo 7, probably cut by 1t. 

of 5 and 6 in south west pos1hole, c3in (c7 .6cm) decp. 

1 Fili pc; bme, thick, fabric I. Diameter 5.8cm. 

(Jf.l\ATION 6. Adult. 
118 of bb~k pol i11 situ, containing bones. 

I. P« bllJl. Fabric I, d5.2cm diameter and 5cm 
!iih • ~,v. Nol illuma1ed. 

(lE.11,\TION 7 (Figs40 and 49, pla1e Va). Female. 
uldncd [ragmems of bone in centre pit, unburm 
~ u in s0111hwes1 postholc and topsoil. Poss­
ilr, t.n 001 cenainly human. Some bones above 
ilLJt ~1 described as ?middle-aged adult and 
',nmik (32, above). 
(iruJar JXI, vertical sides, maximum diame1er 1ft 
ia(ll.lcm), deplh 9in (22.8cm); filled with black, 
~ euth ind some burnt bone. Cremated ma1-
:: the pi1, sherds with iron fragments and 

. on t~. A rectangular gulley surrounded 
~ 8-IOm_ (20.3--25.4cm) wide, I0in (25.4cm) 

1 
cnu:nh side an_d 310 (7 .6cm) deep on eas1 side, 
U.ls poslholc tn each corner, from 9-14 in 
lilt, 11 -~ }deep. A deeper slo1 in middle Qf cas1 
~ 1 Ill (45.7cm) long, the wes1 or inner part 
t.~llosedand IOin (25.4cm) deep, the east half a 
i11tma . shallower and roughly cut. The pot base 
~ :" 5 was fou.nd earlier just outside !he west 

' may have been cu1 by lhc gulle)•. 

~l FLJJ I . q_ ..,__ po b,m fragmenis. Fabric 3 diameter 
f,L •= are lh • ' 
""' i) ii) and i"" ree nm fr:igme~ts in the same 
111pc,1Ji,1 is ~ )(}UI each IS a shghlly different 
lllad 0n Chalk I Y more 1han one po1. Inside the 
1111h lllll . surface beside it; north, wes1 and 

cis, sou1hea.~t posthole. 

II.~'. A stt-o d -~ rim :ndsei of a_ few matching sherds. 
decorauon of two parallel lines 

7. Beads: 
Amber a. fragments (lost, not illustra1ed) 
Faience b. I melon, light green-blue 

8. Flat bronze fragmem. L I. km. 

7 c5in (cl2.7cm) deep, 8 c2in (c5cm) deep, bolh in 
north gulley. 

9. Octagonal bronze plate, bearing stamped numcr• 
al XVI. 1.3cm x I.Jcm. In the south gulley. 

10. Glass beads melled toge1her. Dark blue, 
brown, gree.n translucem, white a-ail and opaque red 
pa1ch. 

11. Iron strip. Flat one side, convex 1he other, L 
4.3cm. Other iron fragments. 

12. Fla1 bronze fragment with perforation. ?Coin. 
L 1.4cm. lllus1ra1ed from index card ske1cb. 

13. a. Silver fragmelll deeora1ed wi1h_ chip-carved 
ornament. Two raised borders, one s1raigh1 an~ one 
curved, contain running scroll ornamenl '.Vil~ a 
bille1ed area beside it and an ear-shaped pro1ecuon 
on the outer rim. L 2cm. 

b. Silver fragment with remains of chip­
carving. L J .2cm. 

Exact p0sitions of I 0-13 nol known, bul on the 
chalk in topsoil over r.he square. 

14 Fial bronze Jragmem. L 1.3cm. On lOP 0~~~ 
ch~lk in topsoil jusl ou1side r.he soutbwesi par! 0 

< 

square. 
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15. Bronze rweezer fragment, L 2.5cm. In to~il 

above west gulley. 

CREMATION 8. ?Adult. . 
Pit Ift 4in (40.6cm) diameter, 71n (17.8cm) deep. 
Containing black and greasy earth, some bone. 

CREMATION 9 (Fig 40). Burnt bone fragments, 

?human. 

1. Fragments of base of small black pot: Fabric I, 
diameter 5.4cm. fo situ in hollow 0.Stn (J.3cm) 

deep. 

CREMATION 10 (Figs 40 and 44). Female. 
An arch-shapc'd pit 1ft 6in X lft Sin (45.7cm X 
50.8cm); (loor roughly cut, maximum depth 6in 
(15.2cm). Contained some burnt human bone, un­
identifiable. 

I. Two dark blue, translucent, glass disc beads. 

Another fragmc.nt of burnt bone nearby. 

CREMA TfON I I (Figs 40 and 44). Bone fragment, 
unidentifiable. 
Circular pit, maximum depth 7in ( I 7.8cm); near and 
south of grave 14, contained sherds and charcoal. 

I. a. Thin rim and sht:rd. Fabric I. 

b. Two small sherds. Fabric 2 (not illustrated). 

CREMA TlON 12 (Fig 40). M.iddle-aged adult. 
Slight hollow in chalk. 

I. Large pot. Narrow, hollow neck, conical top, 
spherical lower half, nine hollow bosses on carina­
tion. Row of trcUis-in-circle stamps at neck and 
?"lo~ in irregular io-fill~d slueld shapes. One trellis­
~-tnang_le stamp. Fabnc 3. Height 19.2cm; max-
1~um diameter 22.2cm; diameter mouth cl0.4cm; 
diameter base c9cm. Contained bones. 

CREMATION 13 (Fig 40). Female, bone unidenti­
fiable. 
Circular pit, diameter 1ft lin (33cm) depth 7in 
(17.8cm), vertical sides, flat bottom. Gr~asy 611 with 
burnt bone, charcoal. 

1. Dark blue, translucent, glass annular bead. 

C_REt~IATION 14 (Fig 40). Adult ?male 
Pit diameter c6i? (15.2cm), depth c2.8in. (7.2cm) 
Burnt bones inside and outside pot. • 

I B" • , .b . icoruc~l po,. Hollow neck, convex lower half 
,a nc I. Height 13cm· • d" , di , maxunum 1ametcr 14 5cm· 

ameter mouth 9.2cm; diameter base 7 .2cm·. ' 

CREMATION 15 (Fig 41 ). Unidentifiable, but 
possibly Juvenile. 

Pit 1ft 2in X 1ft x depth 1ft 1 in (35cm 
33cm). x 30.Scin x 
Contained bone, charcoal, greasy ea th 
animal tooth (lost). r , one la'lt 

L One sht:rd. Fabric 3 (not illustrated). 

2. Jro,i slag (not illustrated). 

3. !>herds. Fabric:$ I and 2 (not illustrated) . 
fabnc 3. and run 

4. Bro11ze srrip. Copper-tin alloy contain 
2.9cm x 1.1cm. '118 lead. 

S. Melted lump of si1ver, containing co 
small amounts of iinc, lead and tin tr aad 

detected was probably in the base metai bu,e ~Id 
possibly represent the remains of gilding. L 1 '.:'. 

3, 4 and S were nearby. 

CREMA TlON 16 (Fig 41 ). Bones unidentifuibl 
Oval pit !ft X J0in (30.5cm x 25.4cm), depth~ 
( 15.2cm). Burnt bones and charcoal inside pot. 

I. Ovoid pee. Ho~ow neck, wide mouth, sli$htlv 
concave base, fabric I. Height 21. 7cm· maximum 
diameter 22.3cm; diameter mouth 17.4c~; diamttcr 
base 11. 5cm. 

CREMATION l 7. Bones unidentifiable. 
Pit 2ft x 1ft lin deep (61cm x 33cm dc-.p). 
Some bone and charcoal, one small tile fragment and 
small sherd. 

CREMATION 18. Bone unidentifiable. 
Pit 1ft 3in X 1ft 2in deep (38.1cm x 35.Scmdctp~ 
One fragment burnt bone and charcoal. 

CREMATION 19 (Fig 41). Bone unidentiJiable. 
Sherds, bone on chalk surface. 

I. Two siamped sherds. Three-ring circle, fabric I. 

CREMATION 20 (Fig 41). Juvenile or senile. 

I. \'ilide-mou1hed bowl, fabric I. Height 9.6cm, 
maximum d.iameter 15.3cm. Contained bones. 

CREMA TlON 21 (Fig 41). Bone unidentifi2ble. 
Sherds and burnt bone on chalk surface under 
cement foundation of brick wall. 

1. Sherds of Oat pot base, fabric I. 

Small burnt spherical object, diameter l .2<111, nearby. 

CREMATION 22 (Fig 41). Bones ?human. iiD 
Pit diameter 1ft !Oin (55.9cm), depth !"'1 
(35.5cm). Contained light brown soil, c ' 
sherds, burnt bone. 
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J. Two sherds. ~ccoration four parallel lines and 
,.,-erlicaJ tines, fabric 2. 

CREMATION 23 (Figs 41 and_ 48). No bones .. 
Pit 1ft !Oin (55.9cm), depth 1ft (m (33cm). Overlaid 
by cremation 24. Outer fill of light _bro~n soil and 
chalk lumps, inner part of greasy soil with charcoal 
and some sherds. 

I. Flat ba:se pot fragment. ~ne matchfog d<?cora\ed 
fragment found t.n cremauon 2~; cannaoon wnh 
diagonal lines and a slashed diagonal long boss 
above. Fabric 2. 

CREMATION 24 (Figs 41 and 48). Probably adult, 
female. 
Panly 01·crlies cremation 23. In a slight hollow. Pot 
contained cremated bones at the bottom, with items 
2, 3 and 4 lying unburnt on top of the bones. 

J. Dtwrated pot. Narrow, hollow .neck, wide body. 
Two horizontal lines below neck and four horizontal 
lines below with the space between divided into 
panels by six sets of vertical lin.es. Panels containing 
a row of circular trellis stamps at top and one or rwo 
rows of cross-in-circle stamps below. Fabric 2. Dia­
meter mouth 14.6cm. 

2. Oval bane comb with perforation. L 4.7cm. 

3. Bronze ne.edle, eye broken. L 3.4cm. 

4. Bronze pin. Facetted cube head with moulding 
below. L 4. 7cm. 

Fused lump of ash slag. L 2.1cm. 

From area of cremations 22, 23 and 24, two gilt 
metal fragments: 

I._ Fragment of copper alloy containing, almost cer• 
tainly, tin with small amounts of zinc and lead. 
~rated with three parallel ridges, the outer ones 
'\'Cked and an inner ridge alternately plain and 
nbbed. L 1.8cm. 

2. Fragment of silver. Probably debased with cop­
per and also containing traces of zinc, lead and gold. 
Traces of ,,hip-carved decoration. L 1.5cm. 

CREMATION 25. Bone unidcntiJiable. 
Burnt bone only in slight hollow. 

CbREMA TlON 26 (Fig 42) . Elderly person or poss• 
I ly youth. 

Co
SmaU _Pi_t, diameter 6in (15.2cm), depth 3in (7.6cm). 

ntauung burnt bone. 

!· Sh';ds, Side of a pot and base i,i situ, line 
C<Orat1on and rosette stamp. Fabric I. 

f1~EMATION _27 (Figs 42 and 45). Adult. 
igbt hollow w11h one side of pot in situ at edge of 

grave 19, with bones and iron fragments. Cut by 
grave 19. 

I.. Sherds. F_abric_3. M~tching sherds in fill of grave 
19, near-vemcal nm with spherical body. 

2. lron mittimure toilet s.tt. Iron ring, diamc1er 
2.5cm; hook L 2.2cm; spatula L 3.7cm; and 1w,.,.. 
zers L 2. 7cm. 

CREMATION 28. Booe unidentifiable. 
Pit diameter If\ Jin (33cm), depth I0in (25.4cm). 
One slterd, fabric I; charcoal, bone fragment. 

CREMATION 29 (Fig 45). Adult. 
Slight hollow. 

I. Pot. Fabric I. H~ight 7.6cm remaining, dia­
meter 17.8cm, contauung bone. Not illustrated. 

CREMATION 30. Probably elderly perSon or 
youth. 
Pit 2ft x 1ft 6in x IOin (60.9cm x 45.7cm x 
25.4cm). Centre dark grey with chalk fragments 
surrounded by light brown silt. 
Fragment Roman tile and small sherds. 

CREMAT[ON 31 (Figs 42 and 45). Elderly adult, 
female. 
Pot found in 6in ( 15.2cm) of topsoil near hedge, full 
of bones. On top of head end of grave 20. A 
rectangular hollow cut 4in ( I 0.2cm) into the chalk at 
the bead of grave 20 contained this cremation. 

I. Pot. Thin-walled concave base, beaded rim, 
shouldered, globular body, fabric I. Maximum dia, 
meter 16.5cm; diameter base 8cm. 

2. Small, square-headed brooch. Burnt and bent, 
chip-carved decoration, one claw in head panel, 
diamond-shaped foot, L 5.2cm. Lost, illustrated 
from index card sketch. 

3. Iron slag (not iUustrated). 

Nearby: iron ?slag, pyrites and fragment of ?l,ather 
with perforation. 

CREMATION 32 (Figs 42 and 45). Adult, probably 
male, ?old. 
At the south, bead end of grave 23, a hollow with pot 
coOlaining bum1 bones lymg on the surface of the 
chalk. It was cut in half when the grave was dug, and 
some of the sherds were in the grave fill. 

1. Large decorated pot. Narrow neck, slasht-d col­
lar, alternate diagonal and vertical slashed long 
bosses, fabric I. 

Few odd slli!rds, charcoal. 

2. Nearby ?bro11ze fragmem, 5.6c!" X 2.8cm. Un· 
identifiable, but iron oxide and zinc detected. 
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CREMATION 33 (rigs 42 and SO; plate Vb). Bonci. 
unidcn1~bk, female. . • 
A hollow 710 ( 17 .Scm) d«r and sumvaog 10 a width 
of loin (25.4cm) was cul 1hrough by 1he noftbwcsl 
oorocr o( the rccungwar suucturc, crcmauon 4S. 
SherJs, charcoal and bumt bone at chalk !cvcl m 
~y canh over a bard-packed layer of sill w11h 
,ltl211 chalk lumps, 

1. Sltn-ds, u,dudmg a thin, evened rim, fabric I. 
Some also ,n north and wcs1 gulleys of crcmauon 45. 

z. Two ~DIS o( ,,o,, ?slag (DOI illustrated). 

3. Dark blue, mnsluccn1, glass disc 1-d. lhlf 
mchcd, with opaque red glass, remains of another 
bead, Sluck to one side. 

4. One animal tooth. Lower incisor of sheep or 
goat. Oru or Cap,o sp. 

3 and ~ in sou1hwci.1 comer of I.he gulley of crcma­
uon 45. 

CRE.\IATION 34 
Oval pi1 wi1h vertical sides and fla1 bouom 2ft x I ft 
9in ,60.9an x 53.3cm). Contained burnt bone and 
one Roman sherd. 

CREMATION 35 
Roughly oval pit, 1ft 9in x 1ft 3in x 6in (53.3cm x 
38.1cm x 15.2cm) which contained bum1 bone 
(unidcn1i6able), charcoal and one sherd, fabric I. 

CREMATION 36. 
Circular pit, diameter 9in (22.8cm), depth 3in 
7.6cml; no con1cn1s. 

CREMATION 37. 
Circular p11, diameter llin (27.9cm), depth Sin 
( 12.7cm). One sherd a1 top, fabric 3. 

C~EMATION 38 (Fig 44). 
Cin:ubr pi1, diamc1cr IOin (25.4cm), depth 1ft 2in 
(N3S.5cm), a1 foot of grave IS and subsequent 10 ii 

o conicnts. • 

CREMATION 41. 
Oval pit, venial sides, 1ft 3in x IOu, 
x 25.4cm x 12.7cm). No COOtcni x 5,n 38,Jcia s. 

CREMATION 42. 
Oval pit, vcnical sides, If! ho x 9in 6 
22.8an x 15.2cm). One f1'181Jleni ~lcai , 

CREMATION 43 (Fig 42). Bones l)n)ba 
Sherds and bum1 bone on floor and in ~i buia.. 
40, probably distusbed when grave d of &rait 

I. Rim and sllmh. Fabric 1. 

CREMATION 44 (Fig 42). 
In fill of grave 2. 

ua. 

I. Roman whccl-lhrown cooltillf />OI Sboiildm,i 
form with _cvertcd rim, ione of trcl~ d«xin 
black-burrushcd surface. Height 15 7cm· ~ 
mouth 12.7cm; diameter base S I~ j 
possession. • • n 1""11< 

CREMATION 45 (Fig 42, pla1c Vb). 
A rectangular, ftat-bonomcd gulley, mttml 
measurements c7ft x Sft (2.13m x l.S2m). wl$li 
d ft (~.San), ~eplh varying from Sm (20.3cm) oa 
north s1~e to 2m (5cm) oo south side. l.igh1 bma 
ca,rth w11h small chalk lumps at bo11om, COlfflll 
with fine, pac,kcd earth. The nonhwest comer nit 
through cremation 33. Four round stal<diolu i., 
(5cm) deep, diameter cl.Sin (3.8cm). As lhc lc\'dd 
I.he chalk dropped to the south and wCSI tbt plltf 
became narrower and shallower, and i1 IS possi1t 
that any stakcholcs which might ha1-.: existed III dus 
quadrant would not have reached I.he prescn1 dial 
level. A few small burnt clay and charcoal fnpam 
were found at the bonom of the cast gulley 

CREM.ATION 46 (Figs 42 and 44). 
A shallow, circular hollow in the challt near the kit 
side or grave 16 con1aincd sherds of I.he bait ol a pol, 
but no trace of bones or charcoal. M11ching ib<rds 
and two fragmcn1s of bumt bone, unidfflu6aN<· 
were found in lhe fill or gra,•e 16, so 1ba1 1h11 ~ 
have been a disturbed cremation, c!cpo5i1cd carli<r 

I. Pot frag,,w,u of a thick base. One sJwn/ ill"1" 
fill with rosette stamp, fabric I. 

1 

• 

i\1100 
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Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: finds from Graves I and 2 (sec also Fig 23). S<:llles - I .5, 2. I b and 
2.lc at 1:1; 1.2-4, 1.6 and 2.8 at 1:2; I.I and 2.la at 1:6. 
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Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: finds from Graves 3, 4 and 6. Scales- 4. 1--6, 6.1 and 6.2 at 1:2; 3.1 
and 6.3 at 1:3, 
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45.1-2 at 1:2. 
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Plate I. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: photographs of cJe,•en brooches and a pin (1). a) 43. J b) 43.2 c) C 1.2 
d) 12.1 e) 23.1 f) 47.J g) 35.1 h) 37.l i) 37.2 j) 14.1 k) 14.2 1) 35.4. Scale 1:1. 
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b) 2A ~) 3. ti~,1f:J~xon cemetery: photographs of reconstructions of two buckets and a pot (c). a} 27 .S 
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Plate m. Alton Anglo-Saxon cemetery: photograph of Grave 16. 
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